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PREFACE

Some years ago the writer was pastor of a small
Luthersn congregation of German-Russlsns in Eaton,
Colorado. It was a struggling mission, supported largely
by gifts from the Iowe S8ynod of the Lutheran Churech and
from individual friends. The congregation possessed a
small frame church. A congregsation in Iowa hed donated
a bell for the churech stesple. A certsin Sundey was setl
aside for the dedlnestion of this newly acquired bell.
But, alas, when the bell was to be rung for the first time
it swung to and fro, but no sound eame forth. Someone
had stolen the olspper out of the bell,

Expressing his deep hurt at the occurrence, one of
the elders made the remark; "%We surely are a people with-
cut a country. In Ruseia the Russiens hated us becsuse we
were Germans., In America the Amerlecans hate us beosuse
we are Russians."

Since that time the writer has been interested in
the German~Russians. Eighteen yesre of work among them
have convinced him that both as a cultural group end as
individuals they are malsdjusted in Northern Colorado.

An attempt has been made to find & reason for this situa-
tion. In so doing it has been discovered that there is
little or no material avallable !n the English language

on the social backgroundi of the German-Russians. The



German~Russian himsel? knows little or nothing about his
history. This presentation is the result of the desire
to provide a history in the English language of the
social bsokground of the German-Russians.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The reaction of soclety in Northern Colorado toward
the German-Russisns is largely unfriendly and unfavorable
partly becsuse they are so little understood. The situs-
tion here is not unlike that in Lincoln, Nebraska. "In
Lincoln the same ignorance, prejudice, and misunderstand-
ing obtaine concerning the Russian German whigh invarlably
exlats in American cities having foreign e¢olonies and
which too often characterize the attitude of the aversge
American toward the immigrant in general. Many people
who have lived in the city for years are ignorant of the
fact that the mother tongue of these foreigners is German
inastead of Russlian. Not one in one hundred of these per-
sons can understand, epeak or resd the Ruesian language."
Recently the writer discussed this subject with a college
instructor who had taught public school among the German-
Russisns for more than two years, and who was still under
the impression that they had been driven out of Germany
and had migrated to Russia because of religious opPréfe-
sion. This i1llustrates how little 18 known of the his-

tory of the German-Russiane.

1. Willlems, Hattie Plum, A Soclal Study of the Rugsiane
%g§%gg. 'Unpublished éhesla, University of Nebraska,
4



P lation

The German~Russisn immigrstion to Coloredo 's of
comparatlvely recent date. The peak of the immigration
to the United States seems to have been in 1913, when
about 1,000 families arrlvod.2

According to the United States Census of 1930, there
are in Colorado 12,979 people born in Russia and 23,116
children of pereons born in Russis, making a total of
36,095 people chiefly of German-Rgasian stock, in a total
Colorado population of 1,035,791. This 1g 3.5 percent
of the state's total population.

The population of Russian origin in selected Northern
Colorado counties constituted from over 12 percent to al-
most 16 percent of the total in 1930, as Table I shows.
Table I. POPULATION OF RUSSIAN ORIGIN IN SELECTED

NORTHERN COLORADO COUNTIES
Percentage
FPeople Children Total popu- Total of total
County born in of persons lation of population population
Russla born in Russian of coun- of Russian

kussia origin ties origin
Larimer 1,502 2,690 4,192 33,137 12,7
Logan 9860 1,838 2,794 19,946 14.0
Morgan 1,026 1,865 2,890 18,284 15.8
Wal 3,020 8,873 8,902 65,097 13.7

Only a very small percentage of these Russians are of

2, Ballensky, J. J. Wg;geoDugtschg an der unteren Wolgs
und in Noigpggggigg. ncoln, Nebraska, 1926, p.7.

3. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, vol. 2,
Populstion.
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Slavio descent. According to investigations made by the
writer, less thasn 3 percent of the Russians in Larimer
County are of Slavic desoent; the remainder sre of the

German~-Russian stook.

Evidence of Malediustments Indicating Need for Study

During the past year the writer has made a prelim-
inary survey of 150 families of German-Russian origin
living in the Fort Collins-Timnath-Wellington-¥averly-
Harmony~LaPorte dlsgtricts. The results cbtalned f?am
this survey have led the writer to believe that a iargq
percentage of the German-Russians in Northern Colorado
are melsdjusted. This bellef is substantiated in part by
such faots revealed by this preliminary study, as the pro-
portion of the Germane~Rugsian population depsndent upon
public assistsnce; the low occupational status; and the
smsll percentage of children continuing in éehool beyond
the eighthgrade.

Qecupationsl Ststugs. -- The majority of the families
gtudied are ocoupied elther as farm renters or as hand or
beet-laborers (Table II). Only a few have attained full
or part ownership of farms although fifteen were parte
owners in 1930, but are so no longer. These facts indi-
cate the relative importance of ooccupations usually aseo-
clated with an inferior economic status and ssasonal em-

ployment.



13

TABLE II.  OGCUPATION OF A SAMPLE OF GERMAN-RUSSIANS
IN LARIMER COUNTY, COLORADO

Ocoupations

Total, all occupations 180
Hand-laborers 42
Beet-laborers - 26
Renters 49
Farm owners 6
Part-owners of farms 8
Business 3
Small home owners, retired or

Dependence on Public Assistangs. -- Of the families
receiving eome form of rellef at some time between May 1,
1936, and April 30, 1837, in Larimer County, Colorado,

38.8 percent were German~-Russian stook, aocording to the

Case Supervigor of the Public Welfare department.

TABLE III., NUMBER OF FAMILIES ON RELIEF IN LARI¥ER
COUNTY, COLORADO, May 1, 1936-April 30, 1937,

Type of Family Number Percent
Total, all types 2890 100.00
American fmallies 1428 49,4
German~-Russian familles 1122 38.8
Spanish families . 342 11.8

It 18 a conservative estimate that at least 66 perw
cent of all derman»Russian families of Larimer County
wore on relief at gome time between May 1, 1938, and
Aprll 30, 1937. The German-Russians therefore constitute
an important group from the standpoint of publioc assis-

tance programs snd agencies.
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Edugation -- In the 150 femillies studled, 347 children of
school age are found; of these, only 51 children are now
attending high school, or have been attending high achool
at some time during the last two years. These 51 children
are found in 38 different families.

Four young people of collsge age from the 150 fami-
lies have at one time attended college. Three are attend-
ing college at the present time. Three of the college-
age group have attended a business college; three are
attending business college at the present time. Three
are attending a sheool for beauty operators. This brief
analysls of current educational attainments indlcates a
lack of formal eduocstion which not only needs an expla~
nation, but which_haa implications for the possidble devel-
opment of problems in the future and for the solution of
present maladjustments.

The facts revesaled by the preliminary survey of a
group of German-Rueslen families, when oconsidered in re-
lation to the importance of thls group in Colorado's total
population, indicatee the need for the study of these
people. It is belleved that informstion must be provided
concerning the soclal background of the German-Russiansa
before any thorough study and explanation of the current
problems of this group can be satisfactorily attempted.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this presentation is;

l. 7o dotermihe the important factors in the socisl
background of the German-Russians which may be of impor-
tance for their social, economic, and personality adjust-
ment in Colorado.

2. To make avallable in the English language a
history of the German-Russians.

METHOD

The material presented in this thesis ie largely de-
rived from secondary sources in the German language.
These secondary sources are supplemented by the United
States Census data; material based upon personal inter-
views and personal experiences gathered in 18 years of
work among the German~-Russisns; a preliminary study of
150 Gsrman-Russlan families in the Fort Collins-Timnathe
Wellington-Waverly-Harmony-LaPorte Districts; and infore
mation provided by the Publie Welfare Department of
Larimer County, Colorsdo. |

In a number of instances the varicus authors of
source materials do not agree as to dates and occurrences.
It 1s Qifficult to clear up these inconsigtencies because

of lack of original manuseripts and material.



PART I,
THE COLONISTS LEAVE GERMANY POR RUSSIA
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CHAPTER 1
THE PROCLAMATION OF 1763

The Russlan Penetration of the Steppes

From 1238 to 1462 Russia was under Mongollian tyranny.
Although this rule was broken in 1462, the Mongolian bar-
barians still lingered on the Russlan confines, espeelally
in the distriot along the middle Volga between Kazen 1in
the north and Astrakhan in the south., (See Fig. I).
Before Russia could be unified and the steppes brought
under cultivation, tﬁesc lingering ¥ongollian-Tartar tribes
had to be conguerad, ! This was accompllished from about
the middle of the sixteenth century by Russlan peasants
who drove back the Tartar shepherds. In time there grew
up a chalin of Cossack villages along the middle Volga.

However, along the east river bank of the Volga,
Kirghiz and Bachkir nomads replaced the earlier settler.
These were sublect to Russia in name only. They were une
desirable heighbora who often broke into the Cossack vil-
lages and plundered and destroyed. The Russlan Govern-
ment could afford l1lttle protection, and the inhabitants
were too few in number to protect themselves. Other
Russians ¢ould not be induced to settle in the reglon

becauae of the fear of the robber bands, which controlled

1. Morrill, W, R., Ruspla, 1893, p. 50.
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2
not only the steppes but also the Volga river, thus pre-

venting the development of trade and commerce.

Efforte to Interest Colonists fo Come to Russis

Various efforts had been made gt different times to
interest colonists in going to Russis. The Baroness
Westmacher, for instance, had bought 1llegitimate children
from Corsics and Sardinia, paying 3 end 4 ducats for each
ehild.3 Plans were made to import criminals from England,
The polley of the Government at that time was to mske use
of every chance, be it ever so small, to intereat immi-
grants in going to Russia.

With the reign of Catherine the Second, 1762-1796,
the setond epoch in the "Europeanizing of Russia began.'4
This was the movement to introduce Western culture into
Rugsia. Under Peter the Great this movement had first
been started by inviting there merchants, craftsmen, and
professional pecple, chiefly from middle and western
Europe.

Catherine very eerly recognized the necessity of an
inoreased population for Russis. "To thie end she even
opposed the Chrilstianizing of her non~Christian popula-
tion, bescause they practiced polygamy and she believed

that polyzamy was oconducive to a more rapid growth in

2. Bauer Gcttlleb Q%ggggghtg Ansiedler
an ggﬁ Nolga, Sara ow, 1908, p. 17,
S. Lane, Adolf, Deutgohe Bauernkolonlen in Russland,

Kolonlale Abhandlung Heft 31, Berlin, 1910, p. 5.
4. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, Ggsggigtglggg dggtgghgg

Kolonien an der ¥olga, Stuttgart. 1919, p. 11.
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5 .
population. In an "Ukas* to the Senate on October 14,

1762, she gave the Senate permission to acospt all new.
comers who wished to make their homes in Rusels, all ex-

8
cept Jews.

Leas than two months later, December 4, 1?62,7 she
issued a proclamation, inviting all foreigners to emigrate
to Russia. This proolamation was to be publisghed and
printed in all foreign nowspapors.a A commission was ore
ganlzed whose primary duty it was to promote this progranm.
The work of the first Commission was very ineffective,
chiefly because Russla had had no previous experience in
& program such as this. Filnally, on July 22, 1783,
Catherine decrecd that the Commission “must show immediste
results; that Government agents promote the whole program
and assist immigrsnts in every way poaslblo.'g The agents
of the Commission were to provide free lodging and oare
for the immigrants until they had.tound 8 permanent home
in the new land; however, free iodglng was to be given
them for no longer than a month., They were to asslist the
oolonists in évery way possible in establishing a new
home; 200,000 rubles were set aside for this purpose.

g. Bonwetsoh, Dr. Gorhard, Qn,gls., p. 11,
. ¢« Do 110 .

7 nanann Georg, Deutsohen Eolo n;gtgg
o nggégg%{gi;fi Maaken Verlag, Muenchen, 1823, p.ll.
. Lg%g%é*, St. Petersbu
Nr. Pe 129, T8

2., B 5 Gottl! b D
v:;:a;’ voh J.e “%ﬁo ™ms ﬁ Eﬁ fﬁ%gor, g sgtgarf?g%gfb
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Thie money was to be spent in bullding houses for the
immigrents, in furnishing these houses, in building fao-
tories, and in providing seed 2nd necessary implements for
the newcomers. Further instructions to the Commission de-
manded that exact records be kept of all immigrants.
These records were to indicate the profession, the size of
the fomily, whether the immigrant desired to become a
Russian citigen, and the nationelity of the immigrent.

Although all of Ruesia wss to be open to the colonists,
yet the Russian Government recognized the necessity of,
and a21so considered in 1ts plans, the settling of the new-
comers 1in definite territories. It was self-evident that
the colonists would have to be loested in that territory
where there were few Russian inhabitents. Three possibile
1ties were offered the immigrant; land in parts of Siberia;
land in the southeast part of Rugsia; of land along the
middle or lower benks of the Volga River.

Relation of Catherine to the Germang

Catherine, who was responsible for bringing the Gere
mans to Russia, was a Germen princess from the House of
Anhalt«Zerdbst and had been born in Stettin, Germany.
Since she was a German, she was especislly anxious to win
Germans for her colonization program in Russia.

Many thousands of copies of Catherine's proclamation
were sent into her homeland. T?e first Germans left Ger-

many for Russia in April, 1783, At first only emall

S ———

10. Ballensky, J. J., gp. oit., p. 5.
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numbers could be enticed to leave their homeland for the
new country. Thie was largely the fault of Russian Govern-
ment sgents, who were dishonest in their dealings with the
immigrants, 1

In order to expedite the movement, a new plan was
tried in 1766, A number of French agents were employed
who were to try to secure immigrants in large numbers.
Contracts were made between the Russian Government and
these agents. A copy of one of these contracts between
the Government and a certsin Baron Canean de Beauregsrd
shows that Beauregard agreed to secure 3,000 colonists,
for which the Government promised to supply him suffi-
clent land and enough money for their transportation as
well a8 for getting the colonists settled in their new
home in Russis. 12 The commission of the agent was to
consigt not of ocash, but rather of rentals, which the
colonists were to pay over a number of yeasrs. He wsas also
guaranteed the hunting and fishing privileges in the espe-
cific territory in Russia to be colonized. A copy of a
contraot between one of these agents and the colonlists is
also cu record, at least in part. 13 In this contraoct
the colonists promised to pay to the "Director" Prescurt
one-tenth of all the field-hsrvest, which they might har-

vest for an unspecified number of years 1n their new home;

that they will give him first choice of anything they

1l. Bonwetech, Dr. Gerhard . vs Do 18,
12. Ibid. p. is. » 90 8dk.,
13. Beratz, Gottlieb, op. git. pp. 40 - 43,



might have to sell, so long as he 18 willing to pay the
market price; that within a period of ten years, they will
repay all lpoans made to them by the agent. They also
promise to "behave well during the transport, to keep
¢lean as muech as possible, not to eat raw frulti not to
become intoxicated, and not to leave the ship.* *

Each ageﬁt employed & large number of sub-agents
whose duty 1t was to secure the desired quota of colonists
as quickly as posslble. Some of these agents later becanme
officials in the new villages. Most of them, however,
were more or less undesirable characters, who had come in
conflict if not with the civil law, at least with the
milltary lawes of thelr respective home lands. Among them
were quite a number of deserters from the army.lﬁ. In
addition to these private agente the Russian Government
agents also continued to secure colonists.

The effect of this double program was, of course,
soon to be felt. Soon there were in the neighborhood of
25,000 Germans who were ready to leave thelr homelsnd for
Ruusla.le

Ihe Proclemstion of 1763
' The most importent of Catherine's decrees, was that
of July 26, 1763. The folleowing trenslation from the

German 1s based on the text presented by Bauer.

14. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhsrd, Op. eit., p. 20
18. §b1%. p. 21,
160 b; e Do 23.
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Imperisl Manifesto of July 26, () 1763

"By the Grace of God,
*We, Catherine The Second, Empress and Autocraet of all
Rugslans.

Since it 1s known to us that our Empire possesses
vest stretches of land which still 1lie unused, and since
it 18 also known to us that these lands could profitably
be used as habitations for the humen rsce; since most of
them possess an almost inexhaustible supply of valuable
ore and metals, are well supplied with timber, possess
rivers, seas, and oceans suitable for the development of
industries factorles and other projects as well as for
the promotion of commerce; therefore all this has caused
ue to proclaim the Manifest, so advantageous to all our
falthful subjeots, which was 1ssued the fourth of December
of the past year, 1762. However, in that Proclamation we
gave only a summary of the advantages which we have to
offer to those foreigners who might wish to £ind a new
home in our Empire. For this reason We command that the
following Deoree, the details of which are herewith given,
be glven wide puﬁlieity for the purpose of informing those
more fully, who might wish to migrate to this country, and
that the stipulations of the same be faithfully executed.

1. Ve permlt all foreigners to come into our Empire
to find a new home in whatever Government they might so
desire.

2. Buch foreigners may announce themselves after
their arrival in Russia at their own convenlence, not
only in the Government Office located in the Cepltol and
opened especlally for foreigners, but also in the gpeoci-
fied bordertowns of cur Empire, elther at designated
governors or in the absence of these, at the highest munie
cipal authorities.

S. If, among those foreigners who desire to settle
in Russla, there should be some who 40 not have suffi-
cient means for transportation, they are to announce them-
éelves to our ministers or ambassadore at the forelgn
courts, who shall not only transport them to Russia with-
out deiay, but also supply them with the money necessary
for such transportation.

4. As soon as such foreignere shall have arrived in
our Capital and shall have announced such arrival at the
Government office, or in a speocified border-town, they
shall be required to disclose their true intentions, as
to what vocation they wish to follow, whether they desire
to become merchants or to follow some other erafts,
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and whether they wish to become citizens and of whieh
town; or if they desire to organize whole colonies on free
and fertille soll and pursue agriculture asnd other useful
trades. Speclific locations shall be assigned to them
acocording to their wish and desire as soon as we shall
have perceived from the avallable records in which parts
of our Empire there are lands suitable for locating and
establishing homes; in addition to the before-mentioned
lands there are many more vast territories and locations
from which also selection can be made according to the
nweds of the 1individual,

6. Immedlately at the arrival in our Empire of a
foreigner, who wighee to settle and establish a home and
who has announced such intentions elther at the specified
Government Offices or in the border-towns of our Empire,
such a one should, as specified in paragraph four, dis-
close his true 1n%ontions and then take the Oath of
Alleglance according to the rites of his religion.

6. In order to indicate the full extent of our good-
will in the interests and advantages of those who wish to
establish themselves in our Empire, we proclaim the follow-
in to be our pleasure.

(1). We grant all foreignere ooming to our Empire
full freedom in the practice of their religion according
to their own church laws and usages: those who do not
wish to live in cities, but rather in colonies in hitherto
uninhabited territories we grant full freedom to build
churches and bell-towers and to engage the necessary nume
ber of priests and church workers; however, they shall not
be permitted to bulld monssteries. Everyone is warned
herewith under threat of punishment of the full extent of
the law to refrain abaolutely and under all conditions
from attempting to influsnce any Christian fellow-believer
living in Russia to conasent to or accept hig faith and join
hie ocongregation. All nations bordering on our Empire be-
longing to the Mohammedan faith shall be excluded from this
decree; We not only permit that proper attempts be made
to win these for the Christian falth, but also we permit
everyone to subject these people,

(2). No one coming to Russia to find a new home shall
be required to make contributions to the treasury of the
Empire; nelther shall they bs required to quarter soldiers
in their homes, in other words, every one shall be free
from a%l taxes and assessments according to the following
regulations; those who in large numbers of families or
in whole colonies settle in hitherto uninhabited territor-
les shall be free for a period of thirty years; those
eettling in cities and registering either in merchant-
crafts or trade-unions, or those desiring to 1ive in the
Capital St. Petersburg or in cne of the nelghboring cities
in Livland, Fstland, Ingermanland, Carelen and Finland, or
in the Capital Moscow, shall be free for a pericd of five
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years; those living in any of the cther Government - Pro-
vince~ of any other cities shall be free for s period of
10 years. In addition to thie every one coming to Russie,
not only for a short period, but actually to establish a
new home, shall receive free lodging for half a year.

(3). Every possible provision shell be mede and at
8ll time helping hands shell be extended to all foreigners
who degire to establish a new home 1in Russia, whether they
desire to become farmers snd hand-leborers, or whether
they desire to erect factories and develop manufaeturing or
other projecte; not only shall they be given sufficient
good land to satlsfy the needs of every individual, but
they shall also be extended the necessary credit for the
erection of factoriee and the development of new projeets,
from which Russia may hope to gein future benefits, espec-
1ally those hitherto unknown in Russia.

(4). Fveryone shsll be loened encugh money without
interest out of our treasury for the purpose of building
houses, for purchasing various necessary kinde of domestic
animsls, and for the purchase of instruments, impleaents,
and materials necesssry for the development of agriculture
end crafts. The cepltal thus loaned shsll be repsid with-
out intereast within ten years in three equel instsllments
felling due at the end of every three.year neriod,

(58). The jurisdiction of colonisl government ehall be
~left entirely to the ovinicn of the individual {whoie)
colonies to the extent thst the governmental authorities
appointed by us shall in no wise interfere in the srrange-
ment of the local government in the colonies. However,
further than this the colonists are required to submit to
our Civil Government. Should they even desire to procure
from us a speclal person as gusrdian of their righte and
- their security, who should protect them with a gmard of
soldiers until such a time when they become better sc-
quainted with thelir neighbors, then even this request shsil
be granted.

(6). Every forelgner desiring to find a new home in
Russia shall be permitted to import his property dutye
free, no metter what this property may consist of, however,
with this reservation that thig property be for one's own
use end need and not for the purpose of sele. Whosoever
should bdbring goods, in addition to hie own needs, for the
purpose of sellinc, him we permit duty-free importation
of goods to the extent of 300 rubles, again however, only
in oase such & person remalne in Ruesis for a period of
at leeast ten years; falling to do this such a one will be
required on the Journey baek to pay duty both for the goodsg
brought into Russls as well as the coods taken out of '
Russia.

(7). Forelgners settling in Russis shell not during
the whole tire of their stsy in Rusela, be foreed to
perform militery or civil aservice agalnst their will,
except for the usual land-service; even the performance
of this land-servioce shall not be demanded from anyone
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until the before-mentioned free years have passed. B8hould
anyone desire to enlist in the militaery service of his own
free will, he shall be given 3C rubles money at the time
of his enilstmont in the regiment in gddition to his reg-

ulsr wages.

(g?. As soon as foreigners have reported to the Gov-
ernment offices established for their benefit or to one of
our border-towns, and have declared their intentions of
traveling into the interior of the country and there to
eatablish homes, they shall be given board.money as well as
free transportation to thelr destination.

(¢). Those foreigners who have established themselves
in Russia and have erected factories and developed manu-
factories and other projects, in which goods are manufac-
tured hltherte not found in Russia, shall be granted free-
dom from any and every duty, for a period of ten years,
whether 1t be for exporting goods to other countries.

(10). Foreign capitalists, who shall build factories
end develop other projects, shall be permitted to purchase
gerfs end peagants necessary for the develooment of such
factories and projects.

(11). We also permit those foreigners who shall settle
in colonies and villages to hold market-days and annual
felrs according to thelir own needs end desires, without
being required to pay any duty or taxes whatsoever,

7. All the before-mentioned srrangements snd advane
tages shall be enjoyed not cnly by those who have migrated
to our Empire, but also by thelr children and descendents,
even 1f they are born in Russla, to the effect that thelr
free years shall be computed from the day of arrival of
their forefathers in Russia.

8. At the expliration of the before-mentioned free
years, all foreignsrs who have settled in Russis shall be
required to pay the usual tax, which does not work a hard-
ship on anyone, and to perform the land-gervice, the same
a8 our other subjects.

9. Filnally and in conclusion, if any of those for-
elgners who have settled in our Empire and who have sub-
Jected themselvea under our dominion, would wigh to leave
our country, we will grant them permission to o so with
this provision, that such a one shall be obliged to pay
a part of his well-earned wealth which he has accumulated
in our Empire to our treasury sccording to the following
schedule; If he has resided in our Empire for five years
or more, he shall pay a tenth; after this time everyone
can travel without hindrance wherever he wishes.

10. Should there be fcreigners desiring to settle in
Rusela for other reasons than the before-mentioned snd who
would like to secure other conditions and privileges, they
ares to make application to our Government Office establish-
ed especially for foreigners, which office then shall re-
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port to us in detall either in person or by letter, in
which case we will not hesitate to grant even more favor-
able conditions according to circumstsnces. Of thig every-
one can be assured because of our love of Justice."

Issued at Poterhof in the year 1763, July 26, (!) in
the second yeasr of our reign.

The original has been signed by Her MaJesty'séown
haend in the following manner:

Katherina,

Printed by the Senate, July 25, 1763.17

This deoree 1s sctueslly the beginning of the history
of the Volga colonies, although it does not indicete any
partiocular territory or province in Russia as the terri-
tory for eolonization,le 1t ‘“gives permission to sl1 for-
eigners, who might emigrate to Russia, to find a new home
in whatever Government they desire to do so.' The Gecree
promised the newcomer that he might follow whatever vocae
tion or profession he desired. Naturally these liberal
promises opened the way for undesirable elements. However,
Catherine's first and chlef concern was s large number of
newoomers, quantity rather than quality. Further promises
indlcated that her chlef alm was to entice pessants to
coms to Russia. Poverty was to be no hindrance. Frae
trenaportation was to be provided. Upon arrival in Russis

19
the colonists were to be shown a "register of lands suit-

17. Bauer, Gottlleb, op. oit., pp. 7-11.

In Ruesian in Polnge Sobranie Zakonov Efsgiiskgi
%%ngféé No. 11 s Pp. 513-316. Date given ze July

18. Polne bg Zakonov Rossiiskol Imperil XVI. Nr.
p- .
16. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. glt., p. 18.
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able for farming." Naturally these were directed to that
territory where the Government wished to place them. The
only promise extracted was an ocath of allegiance to the
Russian Government.

Paragraph six of the manifest was the most important,
ae 1t contained the promises msde by the Government to the
newcomer. The most important of these promises was abso-
lute freedom of religlon for those who organized new vil-
lages. They were to be given the right to build their own
churches and bell-towers, to call pastors, and to elect
thelr own chureh officers. They were forbildden to found
monasteries and to do mission work among those of the
Russlsn orthodox falth. However, miesion work among the
Mohammedans was encouraged.

The Colonists were to be absolutely free from taxa-
tion for verying periods of time. A difference wsg made
between those finding their new homes in the city end those
wvho were peasants. The ocity dweller was to be free for 30
years. Free living quarters were tc be provided for six
months. Interest-free loans were to be made for periods
of 10 years. If necessary, they were to be provided with
mllitary protection. No duty was to be pald for goods and
valuables in the amount of $300 brought along from the
homeland, provided the oolonist promised to remain in
Russia for at least 10 years. He was free from military
and clvil service for all time. Very special privileges

were extended to those who would manufacture goods not
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found in Russla up to that time, which were to be free
from export duty for 10 years.
Satherine Plans to Colonize the Yolga Territory

It was Cstherine's desirse to unify Russia, an objee-~
tive which eould be realized only by congquering the roving
Tartar, Bachkir, and Kirghliz nomads in the territory be-
tween Kazan and Astrakhan along the Volga. These could be
conquered only by inereasing the population in this thinly
settled territory. It was therefore logioal tordirect the
newcomers to this loeation. In fact, an invitation of a
sonmewhat later date mentions only this location.z0

Catherine'’s program was to especially invite German
peasants to organlize German villages along the Volga.
Not only were they to inorease the population, but at the
same time they were to act as carriers of German cul ture,
whose duty it would be to develop the steppes along the
Volga into frultful farm lands and at the same time to in-
troduce advenced methods of farming to the Russian pess-
ants. It waes also hoped thet, by developing commerce along
the Volga, business relations with Persia might be estab-
1lahed.21

Thus the colonist is found settling on both banke of

the Volga River in the Provinces of Sarstow and Samara.

20. Polnoe S e Rossilskol Imperii V., 16
f3ipos Boprenle urg, 1830, Law No. 12098, pp. 648-58.
Also, Bonwetsoch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. git., p. 18.

1. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. oif., p. 16.



The Province of Samars, located on the east banks of the
Volga, was soon ealled the *"Wiesen-seite," the "plsine-
side," 80 called after the great plains to be found there.
The Province of Saratow, located on the west side of the
Volga, was eéalled the "Berg-seite,” "hill.gide," after
the hills to be found on that side. Baratow, the indus-
trial center of this Aistrict, had about 10,000 inhabi-
tents in 1765.22

It was one of the major accomplishments of Catherine
the Second that she conquered these roving Tartar, Bachkir,
and Kirghiz nozads in the territory between Xazan and
Astrakhan, thus unifying Ruesia and that she 4id 1t with

the help of the German immigrante.

22. Bonwetsoh, Dr. Gerhard, gp. git., p. 30.



o2

CHAPTER III
THE GERMANS RESPOND TO CATHERINE'S INVITATION
Gorman interest in Catherine's Proglamation

Catherine had wisely appealed to the CGermans becsuse
Germeny, especlally the centrel and southern provinoces,
were suffering from the effects of the French ¥Yars of the
eighteenth century and particularly the Seven Years! Var.
There wae much unemployment and the poorer classes espec-~
12lly were gsuffering greastly. The kings 2nd nobles of the
varioug provinces 4id little or nothing to relieve the
gituation; in faot, scme of them were gled to get rid of
at leest a pert of the poverty-stricken population,
Others, however, became alarmed when so many thousends
wanted to leave the homeland, Deorees forbidding emigra-
tion were issued on February 27, 1764; others followed on
April 21, 1788, Pru{eia finelly issued a prohibitory de-
cree on May 1, 1766.

As long es only individusl provinces forbade the emi-
gration of thelr subjects, the movement continued almosgt
uninterruptedly, as it was easy to escape to & nelghboring
province and leave from there. Only after the Germen
Emperor issued s prohibitory decree wes the movement slowed

up considerably. Thie wae done by Joseph the Second in

1. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op, cit., p. 23-4.
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1768, By this time, however, the Russlan agents had se-
gured so many colonists that not enough ships were avall-
able to transport them to Russia. (olonists arrived by
the thousands, all seeking land,

The activity of the Russian agents continued until
about 1767. A few of them remained in Germany, and as
late as 1784, we read of a group of Germans leaving the
Palatinate for Ruesia.

The Germans were much interested in improving their
economic status. Little wonder that they were attracted
end soon convinsced by the glowing accounts of the wonderful
opportunities which Russia offered them. They were told
*the Volga provinces are 1ike those of the upper Rhine,
The climate 1s mild; the soll 1s very fertile; the new
land 18 a veriteble paradise, rich in vineygrds, grein,

honey, wood, and stresms filled with figh.*

Bources of Migrante
Thus we find groups gathering in every part of Ger-
many, making ready for the departure. Chureh records show
that the colonists came chiefly from central Germany, while
& few came from the southern provinces. They came from
the provinces of Hessia, Hanau, Isenberg, the Rhineland,

Westfalla, Wuerttembery, Baden, Bavaria, Bohemia, Tyrol,

2. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. eit., p. 26,



Alsace, Larraine, Sasxony, Anhalt, Silesia, East Prusgia,
Hannover, Mecklenburg, the Palatinate, from Austria,

and a few from Danzig. There was also a scattering of
Danes, Swedes, Dutech, English, French, Swiss, and Italiaﬁl.
Very likely these were people who had made thelr homes in
Germany and then emigrated to Russla with the other Colo-
nists.b A8 late ss 1919, the Hesslan dialect was used ex-
tensively in the colonles; thus 1t 1s probable thet the
largest number of the coloniste came from the province of

Hessia.

Yolume of Migrants

The exaot number of those who emigrated cannot be
glven. Various estimates are to be found. Waeschke, on
the basis of records found in o0ld church registers and
on the basie of reports of Commissioner von Kotzer, esti-
mates that from May, 1765, to the fall of 1766 more than
4,000 persons passed through Rosslau, Germany, on the
Journey to Luebeck. This is considered a very conserva-
tive estimate. Large numbers left Germany from Hamburg,
othere from ports in Hollsnd. According to Bauer, the
last large group of colonists from Germany came into the

Volgs territory in the year 1768. More than 8,000

3. Bassler, Theodor, Das Deutschtum in Russland, der
gsgng.gg‘ggﬁ Dggtgcgtgm, 12 Heft, Muenchen, 1911, p.17.
4. Lane, Adol

ph, 25' t., p. 7.
5. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. cit., p. 41.
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familles numbering more than 27,000 persons migrated to
8
Russia from 1763 to 17786.

Period of Migration

The greatest volume of migration to Russia continued
from the year 1763 to 1776.? Rosslau on the Elbs was the
chief gathering place for the migrasnts, the first ones
arriving there April 8, 1764.8 From Rosslau they were
taken to Luebeck, from whish port most of the colonists
left Germany fox Rulaia.g Bauer says thaet tho ririt colo-
nigts left Luebeok on May 23, 1764, and arrived in the
Volga distriet on June 24, 1765i°at the place where

Katherinenstadt !s now located.

Charaoter of Migrants

The migrating groupe became the terror of the prov-
inces in Germany through which they Jjourneyed. Tired and
hungry as they were from the day's Journey, they would buy
all the food available. Disorder{ quarrelling, asnd fight-
ing ensued, and the noislest and most forward invariably
won out.11 Little wonder that many left the ranks of the
wayfarers before they reached the ports, realizing that

the majority came from the lowest strata of society.

6. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 21.

7. Ibia,’p. 21, gt

: Pe 23.

9. Bassler, Theodor, gp. o1t., p. 17.

10, Bauer, Gottlieb, gp. «s Pe. 23,

11, Bonwe%sch, Dr, 6erhard, op. git., p. 27.
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"Tromps and vagrants who sought better luck in & new eoun-
try, having been ocast nut from thelr own fatherland; in-
poverished peassants; degraded noblemen; oraftsmen and
merchants, who had logt everything; prostitutes; escaped
end parocled conviots; musicians; deserted soldlers; 1in
short, shipwrecked humanity of every class for whom the
homelesnd no longer offered protection; idlers who believed
the promised land to be a paradise, where one might live
well without work," such is the desoription of the colo-
niets given by Christian Gottlied Zuége in his book, Der
Russlsche Xolonlet gder Christian Gottlieb Zueges Leben in
Rugslend, (Zeitz and Nasumberg, 1802). 2 Busch writes, "It
wae not alwhys the beet and the most industriocus who left
Germany for Rusela, but rather those who wanted to escape
work and were bound for adventure." 13

Not all the writers agree that the éoloniats were of
the leas deairable elements, but some contend rather that
they were average citizens from the various walks of life.

Administration of Migration

The passage from Gc:many to Russia often lasted a

number of weeksi and extreme difficulties were encountered

4
on the Journey. Provisions which should have been pro-

12, Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. ¢it. P. 28, quoted from
Zuege, Der runaisoho kolonist. ! !

13, BﬂBGh E.. H. ller m :&M&
Lwosene ..5.;: _Fm;ﬁgp_ Zu?thiei'l ék.
f;!ﬁ?.- t. Peters , 1862,

ﬁg@ nder
pe

14. Lane, Adolf; op.cit., p. 17,
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vided the passengers frez of charge were gold to them at
exorbltant prices. The moet common wants of life, even
drinking water, were at a premium. Moat of the time the
bresd was spolled beyond use. All this was in spite of the
fact that the colonlsts had been promised "bread, Zwieback,
plokled meat, wine, snd French whiakey.'ls Conditions be-
cane more bearable after they arrived in Kronstadt, since
Catherine herself now took charge of the eolonists. They
were quartered !n barracks in Oranienbaum near Kronstadt,
where she visited them personally. The colonists swors
alleglance to Catherine in the Lutheran shurch near Xrone
stadt, Here they also made their first aoqualntance with
the Russlans.

All colonlets were required to pass through St. Peter-
sburg. Records indicate thst some of the first settlers,
a group of watohmakers, settled 1n St. Petersburg in the
first weeks of 1764. It seems that a few of the more
wealthy colonlsts were permitted to remain there. Peter-
hof, Zaraskoje Sello, and Gatschinlis, were some of the
German settlements near Petersburg founded at this time.le

Many weeks passed before the colonists were finally
pernitted to continue their journey. This delay was due
primarily to the lack of money. However, after a while
money was agaln made avallable and they were supplied with

adequate o0lothing and were moved into the interior, but

16, Beratz, Gottlied » 8it., p. 45,
16. Bonwethoh, Dr. Garhard. cp. oit., p. 29.
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only very slowly. Again they were exploited by the lesd-
ers. They arrived at thelir destination after winter hsd
already set in. The Volga river was frozen; the steppes
were snowbound, The first wintsr was spent in Russian
villages. The colonists had been invited by Catherine to
become "bearers of oculture' in Russia; thus we find them
“soting ae lordl,“lvtheroby soon incurring the disfavor of
their Russian hosts. Living as they d4id in the Russian
villages, they learned a smattering of Russian. Spring
found them on their way again. After many months of ex-
treme hardships, they arrived in Saratow, the center of the
colonization program.

There are no indications that the coloniets settled
in villages 1n the Volga territory according to the

provinces from which they had come in Germany.

[ 4

17. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. git., p. 2l.



PART II,

THE GERMANS ALONG THE VOLGA



CHAPTER IV

YEARS OF HARDSHIP

ALl Must Become Farmers

A colonlzation bursau for foreigners, with its chief
funotion the finding of permanent homes for the newcomers,
was established in Baratow. The chalrman of this Bureaun
was a Russlan but other officers were German.

Some of the more wealthy colonists were permitted
to remain in Saratow and were aseisted in building factore
ies. Records indicate thet among the 137 Germans remain-
ing in Saratow in 1768, only 78 were men.l Hany more
would have remained had they been permitted to do so. One
of the promises of Catherine had been that the colonists
might live anywhere in Russla and might follow their own
voocations, but great was thelr disappointment when they
were informed that they would have to farm or perish.

Many of the colonists had expected to be teachers, since
they were to be "bearers of culture®. Little hsd they ex-
pected to do manual 1abor.2 Acocording to the report of

Count Orlow to Catherine in 1769, only 579 of 6,433 families

5

could farm or had the desire to become farmers. But farm

they must, as there was no other way of meking a living;

1. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. 8;&., p. 31,
4.

2. Busch, E, H., gn.iggg.. Pe 3
3. Bonwetaoh, Dr. Gerhard, gp. git., p. 37.

-
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neither would the Government assist them unless they 414
80. If we consider the type of immigrant, the fact that
many of them hsd been fallures in their homeland--vagrants
who feared the hardships awalting them on the steppes-~we
¢an well understand why they Aid not become successful
farmers, especially since they were not acquainted with
the climate or with soll conditions.

Despite this disappointment, most of the colonists
left Saratow with high hopes and great expectations.
Each famlly had received two horses, one cow, one Russian
hookplow, one wagon, a harrow, an axe, a spade, an augur,
geed for the first Rlantlng, and 150 rubdbles from the

Russien Government. The Government was to be ﬁaid back

within 10 years.

Provisions Made by the Russlan Government

The colonists had been assured that everything had
been prepared for them on the steppes, the land laid out,
and houses built. The fact wae that the Government had
actually planned all these things, but only on blue-prints.
The Manifest of March 18, 1764, had decreed that the dig-
trict be divided into plots comprising an area of not more
than 70 and not less than 60 "Verat" (Verst equals ,.66829
miles) square. One thousand femilies were to live in
each district. Colonists of Aifferent falths were to live
in different distriets. Esch family waes to receive a plot
of ground of 30 "dsselatine' ( 1 D equals 2.7 acres) 15 4.
4. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 43.
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were to be plow~land, 6 4., hay-lend, 6§ 4., woods and mead-
owsg, and b 4, farm-yard, threshing place, garden, and pas~
ture. The colonists were not to receive e deed to this
land, but rather 1t wae to be held on a rental basis,
"Erblethe." After the death of a father the land wss to
be turned over to his youngest son. The oldest son was to
learn some sort of a craft. In case the youngest son was
still a minor, one of the oclder brothers was to act as
guardisn. In case he was unasble to tske over the proper-
ty, the father was to appoint one of the other sons as
heir. The heir was to support the mother until the time
of her death and the sisters until the time of their
marriage. The personal property was to be disposed of
soocording to the will of the father. In case he had left
no will, one-fourth of the property belonged to the mother
one-fourth to the daughtere, and one-half to the sons.
However, the colonists soon dieregarded these various
stipulations.

Thus, in the actual sense of the word the colonists
could not own real estate. They coutd, during their life-
time, live on a certaln plece of land, but they could not
sell this land, and after the death of the father, the
property, automatically passed on to the next lessee. The
property could not he mortgaged. In case a family should
move out of the parish, sll rights to the land would be
loet, which then would again become the pronerty of the

whole ocongregation, The congregation was to have the
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ultinate decision over all the land. This was actually
the prineiple of the Ruszian "mir® applied to colonial
conditions; no private holding of property but only ecommon
ownurnhip.5 The principle of re~distribution at the end
of a certain term of years was later adopted and applied.

Eaoh village was to receive land for the erection of
a church, a school, factories, and other necessary build-
ings. Rlvers, lakes, swamps, sandpits, quarries, etec.,
were to be common property.

The afore-mentioned manifest also provided for vile
lage government, the various officere to be elected by
the people éf the village but ratified by the Russian
Government,

Many thousands of rubles hed been spent by the
Russlan government in St. Petersburg to prepare for the
arrival of the colonists, but very little had actually
been accomp}ished with the money spent. Graft had been
practiced by too many petty officers. There seemed agl-
ways to be a shortage of funds,

Thus 1t was 1ittle wonder that when the colonists
Tinally arrived very few preparations had actuaslly been

made, and in many places none at all.

Suffering gnd Hardships because of Inadequate Preperation
One ocan only indicate the sufferings and hardships
through which the colonists passed during the firast years

5. Bonwetsch, Dr, Gerhard, pop. git., p. 32.
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in Russla. Strangers in a strange land, they were strand-
ed on the steppes of inner Russia.

Zuege, In his “Der russische Koloniet*, writés:
“Terrified, we looked at esch other, realizing only slowly
that we were stranded on limitless plains, covered only
with 4ry grass about 9 inches tall."6

They wers assured that the houses, which were to
have already been built for thep, had been let out to con-
tractors and would soon be built. The fact, however, was
that materlals had been provided for only 250 houses.
There were 1,518 families on the way to Saratow for whom
no houses had been provided. Supplies for these houses
were not contrected for until the epring of 1766. These
building materials 414 not arrive until a year after the
coloniets had srrived. Thus the coloniste had to help
themaelves as well as they could, living in tents, sadobe
huts, and crudely bullt houses of unfinished logs. Their
plight became serious with the arrival of the iext winter.
To protect themselves agsainst the intense cold, they ac-
tually dug caves in the ground, where two or three fami-
11§s'huddled together under conditions that could herdly
be called civilized, Fried fish was slmost their only
food that first winter.

The coloniste in all the villages suffered severely

from 111 health. They were not acoustomed to the severe

6. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. cit. p. 33. Quoted from:
Zuege, Der russische _QLJLLQ.K
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c¢limate of inner Russia. Living quarters offered little
protection against the cold., Drinking weter was very bad
an@ typhold developed. There wes little understanding of
disesse. Medical attention wss at a minimum. Hany of
the colonists were not accuatomed to the strenucus work.
Thus disease took many lives during those first yeears.
Not only was the number of coloniste decimated, but alseo
the number of cattle was greatly decressed.

In a few 1solated instances the Government had sote
ually completed the dwelling places before the arrival ot
the colonists. These were purchased or leased by the
wealthler coloniats under the aforementioned arrangements,
Despite the faoct that the manifest had quaranteed the
newcomers freedom from taxation, these oolonists were re-
quired to pay a heavy tax on the properties thus purchased.
This tax was later remitted when the coloniats sprealed to
headquarters in Petersburg.

A number of colonists hed been brought to Russis
throuch the solicitation of private agents, especlally
French agents. The plight of these colonists wag even
more deplorable than that of those who were brought in by
Rugsian agents. The ocontracting agent would reserve the
best portions of land for himself. Much of the money
designated to help the coloniste become established was
pocketed by the agents. One of them, Hogel, received
enough money to purchase oxen for the colonists, but they

were never purchased. Another sgent, Picted, had received
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3,200 rubles frcm the CGovernment to bulld stone houses for
the coloniste; two houses were bullt,

There was no thought of engaging ministers, shcool
teachers, dooctors or nurnl.7

The individual colonists were not assigned definite
plote of ground, thus serious quarrels with the neighbors
resulted. One of the egente, de Boffe, went go far in
1768 as to demand ocne-tenth of the croo as well ss of the
poultry and cattle ralsed.

On December 23, 1768, the colonists sent a comm!ttee
to the Saratow Bureau to protest againgt these exploite-
tions . Even these protests had 1ittle etfect.e

Crop Fallures.

There was some slight oconsolation in the discovery
that the 801l sesred to be rich snd well edepted to ralg-
ing good orops. But what 414 these craftsmen, artists,
merchants, scholsrs, and vagrants know sbout farming?

Most of them had spent the 150 rubles given to them by

the Government for.the purchase of farm implements. Even
1f some 8till had two oxen, how could anyone begin farming
with two oxen?

Crop fallures were not uncommon in the colonies.
During the firat few years theae fallures could be ascribe
~ed to the fect that the coloniats 414 not understand soll
and climatic conditione. The ssed was sown elther too

9
early or too late. Later on there were ever-recurring

g. Bonwetcohé Dr. Gerhard, gp. oit., p. 36
. ¢ Po .
®. Bauer, Gottlieb, Q. 8i%., p. 40.
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crop fallures due to dry seasons.

Natural enemies during the first yeare included
great flocks of wild geese, The fleld<mouse, “Zieselmaus,"
also d1d very great damage. Even as late as 1815 to 1820,
éach femily wss required by lsw to deliver a certain num-
ber of tsils of the mice to the authorities in each vil-
lage. Falilure to do 8o was puniahable by fine. Crop
fallurez due to grasshoprers are reported for g number of
yearse. Complets crop failures seldom occurred,

In most villages sufficlent grain was stored during
years of plenty to carry the villagers through at least
one year, and often two or three years, of crop fallures,
Each_family was required by law to contribute a propor-
tionate amount of grain. It wae during years of scarcity
that grain speculators took advantage of the less fortune

ate colonists.

Warfare with Russisn Neighbors.

The greatest danger to the newcomers were the Asiatic
hordes slong the Volga. The least dangerous of these
were the Kalmucks. They were satisfied to e#®al cattle

and rob lonely wayfarers when the~chanee presented itself,
Much more dangerous were the Kirghiz and Bachkirs. The
vlilleges on the "pleins-side," "Wiensenseite", of the
Volga suffered especially f-om their attacks. Whole
villages were plundered and the inhabitants taken away and

sold as élaves or killed., This was the plight of the vil-
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lage Marlenthal in 1776. The minister, Wernbuehar, and
160 men from the village of Katharinenstsdt tried to
rescue their neighbors, but 511 were murdered in s most
brutal m;nner.lo Women and girle suffered s most pitiful
fate. A number of the villages attempted to protect them-
selves by building fortifications. The village of Sarepta
had to suffer much from the attacks of the xalmucks.ll
Later this village received a small gerrison and a few guns
for protection. So the colonlsts lived in villages along
the banks of the Volga, and the villeges were bullt toe
gether as closely as possible. This faot later greatly in-
fluenced the economic welfare of the colonies. The field
work ocould be done only by groups of men, five to ten in
& group, Iin order to protect the oattle, horses, imple-
ments, and themselves against attacks of the marauders,

Villages slong the "hill-side", “Bergselte", suffered
less. Bauer reports that over a period of 18 yesrs 9,400
horses were stolen from the German villages.12

"It 18 interesting to note that these plunderers con-
gsldered their activities as perfectly legitimate. Thus
"before they would break into a village they would bless
themselves with the sign of the cross and call upon God

10. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard op. s P. 39,
11. Bauer, Go%tlieb, op. eit., p. 45.

12, Ibid, p. 45.
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for His protection and bleasings. They would also bless
the plunder and thank God for their aueceu."l5

Buch oconditions were permitted to continue as late
as 1840,14on1y slowly becoming more settled. Permanent
relief came only when s number of villsges were built
along the Ural River, which were guarded by a sufficlent
number of Cossacks.

It is little wonder that various groups of colonists
from time to time attempted to return to Germany. Before
leaving they had been promised that they would be permit.
ted to return to éormany in case they 41d not like condi-
tions in Russia of could not stand the climate. They 414,
however, decide to remain until all provisions had been
uaed.ls A group of 18 peopls led by Gaertner and Streng
tried to return to Germany from Katharinenstadt. All were
murdered by thelr guldes, who really were a band of rob-
bers. For many years it was believed that these 18 hsd
succeeded in returning to Germany. Forty more families
from various colonles, under the leadership of Geyer and
Buege, attempted to rggurn to the homeland but were forced

back by the Cosseoks.

13. Bonwetsch, Dr., Gerhard, op. cit., p. 39, quoted from

Cetaneo, Johann Baptista, Eein Relse duresh Deutach-
Aaad und 4, Chur 1787, p. 128. —AAs

14. Lane, Adolf, gp. cit., p. 15.
18, Baseior, Th;odor. op.'eit., p. 17

16. Ibid. p. 17.
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CHAPTER b
THE TRANSFORMATION OF STEPPES ALONG VOLGA.

The Adoption of Strip.Farming

From the first a number of colcnies suffered from
scarcity of land. Ve have noted that the villages were
concentrated as closely along the river as possible, in
order to protect the colonists against the marauding
Aslatlc hordes. Thus, for a number of years, there was
11ttle planning and much confusion in the farming of the
land, GSome villages had more land than they could pos-
8lbly take care of; others did not have enough to pro-
vide even a low standard of living, and go a number of
villages were brought to the verge of ruin. Two villages
Caesarsfeld and Chalsol, both located on the "plaing-side"
were actuslly vaoatod.I Thus the original plan was dis-
continued and the method of "strip-farming" adopted. Each
family recelved a narrow strip of land rmunning east and
_west from the Volga as far as 80 kllometers back into the
eteppes. One can readily understand how this method made
farming much éore diffiocult. Since the colonists lived in
the villages, field work necessitated their driving many
miles to reach their farm land.

Government Control

In Sarstow the colonists had promised to repay thelr

l. Erdmann, Johann Friedrich, Beltra zgur Kenntnis des
Inneren’'yvon Russlend. 2. &'e—ll!l!;,;LE:e"fp"iig, 1825. p. 282.
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loans after a 10 year period. However, even the most
successful villages were in no position to repay these
loans after so short a time. To avoid bringing about utter
ruin, the Immigration Bureau in Saratow extended these
loans for snother 10 year period. In fact, additional
loans were granted to replace cattle that had died or had
been stolen, and implements and other necessities that had
been destroyed or stolen. In 1782 this Bureau in Saratow
was dlscontinued and e form of District Government insuge
ursted. This arrangement was not nearly so successful, as
the officerse of the District Government were not so well
acquainted with the conditions of the German coloniets.
Henceforth the German colonies were treated like Russian
peasant villagen.2 An *Egonomy Directory" was established
in Saratow which had absolute control over the Germen-
Russlian villages. Every marrisge engagement, every birth,
and every death had to be reported to this office. A
complete report had to be made of every gore under cultivae
tion, of the seeds sowed and the crops harvested, of the
number of swine and cattle in the villages. In faot,com-
plete reports had to be glven to this Directory of all eon-
d1tlons in the villages. A veritable spy system wgs intro-
duced, resulting in much jealous bickering and qusrrel-
ling among the villagers. This system also resulted in
developing & spirit of dependency. The coloniets were
afrald to undertske anything without first consulting with

the elders, "Vorsteher," who in turn would consult the
2. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. git., p. 43.
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Direetory in Ssratow.

Successful Methodsg,

Deapite 8ll hardship endured, compsratively success-
ful colonies finally developed. The sucoess achieved was
due largely, of coures, to the fertile virgin soll, but
very largely also to the determination and industry of
the colonists, who realized thet they could survive only
through effort and determlnation. However, here agein,
at ieast in a number of instances, the German “Wsnderlust*
asserted 1tself; and s number of the coloniets took up the
Journey to the Blsck Sea. Records indicate that they were
overtaken by a tribe of Tartars and every one killed.

Slowly conditions in the villages slong the Volga
became settled and stabilized. Although there was very
1little growth from immigration after 1776, yet the num-
ber of colonists grew very rapldly due to the high birthe
rate, 8o that by 1769 there were 23,109 Germans 1n the
Volga colonles, However, whlle the individual families
grew very rapidly in size the number of femilies decreased.
Thus in 1769 there were 8,000 families with 23,109 persons;
by 1775 there were only 5,500 famlilies, while the number of
persona remained almost the same. Throughout the history
of the colonies, the famillies were very prolific.

A total of 104 oolonlee were founded, 52 on each side
of the Volga. (See Fig. 2).

Rhe Immigration Bureau in Saratow had for s long time

succeeded very well 1n keeping the Central Government in
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8¢, Petersburg ignorant of the actual state of affairs in
the Volga colonles. After unsucceasful attempts at re-
form of eonditions in the colonies by Count Orlow, a
thoroughgoing reform was undertsken by Senator Gsblitz.
He reopened the Immigration Bureau at Sarstow in 1767.
This Commission now consisted of a chief Judge appointed
by the Czar, two "Belsitzer," sesistanta, a secretary, two
doctors, a bookkeeper, and a surveyor. The appointment of
all these members was to be ratified by the Government
Minister in St. Petersburg. It was the duty of this
Commission to supervise all phseses of 1ife of the colonists
along the Volga, except criminsl matters ané differences
between the German colonists and their Russian neighbors.
This Commission was quite successful until 1866, when its
duties were 1limited to matters pertaining to school and
church, Eleven years later, in 1877, the Bureau was again
dlsoentinued.s

During its existence the Buresu Yor Immigrante in
Saratow cooperated with the church councils of the various
villages. With the re-esteblishment of this Bureau the
steady development of the Volga colonies was assured, at
lesst for some years to come.

The colonists soon learned to know soll and climatic
conditions, and elowly but surely the villages began to

prospér. Well they could, becsuse they were cut off from

3. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. oit., p. 49.
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the rest of the world. They had 1ittle contact with
Germany; they knew little and cared lsesss sbout what was
going on in the world around them. All they asked was to
be unmolested by their Russian neighbors. |

Adoption of Russian "Mir*,

However, before the sconomic program could be devel-
oped to 1ts fullest extent radical changee had to be
undertaken. Chief among these changes was the adoption
of the Russian "mir" system. Henoeforth the congregation
was no longer the sole owner of land in the colonies, but
rather the land was re-distributed to the various house-
holds about every 10 years. One of the reassons for this
change was to equallze the burden of taxation.

Another reason for the adoption of the Russian
system was the fast-growing population. Individus)l fan-
1l11es grew so rapidly that it became absolutely necessary
to epportion more land to them in order to safeguard thelr
economic independence. Difference in soil conditions end
location made a permanent distribution of land unadvissble.
Thus, in order to avold widespread dissatisfaction and to
tske into asoount the future growth of population, this
syetem was adopted,

It 1s impossible to establish the exact year in whisch
this change was made. Bonwetssh states that the change
was made no later than 1800, very likely considersbly
earlier,

The first distribution was made on the basis of the
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number of households in the viilages. In 1813 thie system
was changed. Up to 1813 taxes had been levied and appore
tioned by the Government according to heads or laborers

in the families. The villages were taxed sccording to the
number of lsborers. The congregation in the village,
nowever, redistributed these taxes escording to the number
of "Revisionsseelen," "revision-souls. Thie was a head
tax based on the number of adult males in the colony at
the time of s revision or re-distribution. This requeat
can be understood only 1f we suppose that the returns of
the "dessaliting® depended largely upon the number of
aveilable lsborers. The disadvantages of this gystem soon
became evident. In order to eecure gnd hold as many
lsborers as possible, every effort wss msde to discourasge
the formation of new familles. Grown sons who married re-
mained in the "Great Family", thereby strengthening the
labor unit. Households with only one or two laborers were
at 8 grest disadvantege, as 1t was almost impossible to
hire outside help. Naturally, when the next revision was
undertaken the femilies with many workers needed more land.
Thus in 1816 the "soul-lend-gystem" waa adopted. All land
belonging to the colony was divided into three parts: good,
medium, and poor. Eiery nmale in the colony received s
share of each kind of land., Thue the large famlily algo re-
celved s larger share of lsnd. Thie, of course, was ocon-
ducive to the formation of large families, It had a direct

influence on the incresse in the number of children. Num-
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bers of children in the family meant more land for the
family.

This syastemx was also oconducive to the strengthening
of the patriarchal family syetem which is so charascter-
1stic of the German~Russians. Grown, middle-~aged men with
familles of thelr own remeined in the household of the
father or even of the grandfather. The father was the
ohly cne who had the right to represent the household.
His suthority was supreme in the family, The plan of the
Government, thet the elder sons should follow some trade
- besides farming, was of course, brought to naught by this
aystenm,

This plan was not adopted unanimously by all the
colonies. As late as 1830 there were colonles which had
not adopted it,

In those colonles where the system was adopted the
number of “"dessaltina" per capita had to be reduced in
proportion to the growth in population. Originally 30
“dessaltins" had been apportioned to each "revision soul.*®
By 1793 the numberhad been reduced to 20 and by 1810 even
to }.5.‘I

Bome of the colonles undertook a revision every six
years, others every 10 years.

The disadvantages of the "mir" are evident. No
attention was pald by anyone to soll conservation. Why
should anyone fertilize the soll, if next year or the

year after somecne else would heve the advantsge there-
4. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. cit., p. 52.
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from. Thus cvoryohe exploited the natursl resscurces as
fully as possible. It was this system which retarded
the development of the colonists as well es thst of the
colonies and which has helped develop such an extreme
Opﬁoaition in the German~Russiesns against all things new
and against all advancement. The coloniets were reluc-
tant to asccept innovations in sgricultural methods., They
were roroe& to progress only through crop f&ilures.5
Thus the inefflclent Russlan plow, the "sochsa," wss used
for many yesars.

Another deplorable situation which resulted from
the adoption of the "mir* must be mentioned. Each male
received his shere of the three grades ofland, and since
these shares were determined by chance they were usually
located in widely scattersd seotions, very often at a con-
elderable dlstance from the village. Consequently it be-
came impossible for the colonists to return to their
homes in the evening. At the beginning of the spring
field work they would leave their villages for weeks at
a time, pushing onward to wherever thelr lands vwere looa-
ted. Mueh valuable time and labor was lost in this man-
ner,

Yet this system was the best under prevalling oon-
ditions. Desplte all these difficulties, the coloniles

began to flourish and prosper.

5. Bassler, Theodor, gp. git., p. 24.
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¥ith the improvement of economle sonditions there
went hand-in-hand an improvement in the intermal affalrs
of the villages. A new generation had grown up whieh
finally felt at home in Russis. This new generation not
only had been trained to hard work, but 1t had seen the

success of its own efforts.



CHAPTER 6
AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLONIES

Agricultural Charagter of Colonies

The character of the German-Russlans wae agricultur-
al from the beginning and remained so throughout thelr
higtory. The agrarian program was falrly successful.

¥heat and rye were the chief crops of the colonlats;
more wheat than rye was ralsed. Some hullegs barley was
raised as also were oats and hirse. The colonists intro-
duced potatoes into Russis but with only moderate success.
Peas and lentils were also ralsed. Head lettuce was to
be found in some sectlions.

There always was & scarcity of fruit. Sour cherries
grew in abundence, also muskmelon and watermaion, ¥ Arbuse"
the latter being native to Russia and needing little care
and attention. BSoon the colonists learned to pickle the
whole watermelons, putting them up in barrels; they learn.-
ed &lso to dry them, and even to distill whisgkey and
brendy from them. Cucumbers, "Kukumern®, were grown in
large quantities. Tobaoco raisineg developed into quite
an industry, supplementing the income of the coloniste.
Later, flax was grown quite extensively. Mulberry trees
took the place of more desirable fruit treeas. Some flow-
ers were grown, but only for decorative purposes.

Wild honey was found in abundeance and often took

the place of sugar, which was very difficult to secure.
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The colonlsts 41d not greatly enlarge the Russian
agricultural program. That was not the purpose of Cathe
erine's program. However, they were not especially suc=-
cessful in introducing new methoda in agriculture nor in
effecting more efficlent crop produetion. Dlre necesgsity
persuaded them to build reservoirs to store the water in
the npring.l

The people who left Germany for Rusela were not ag~
ricultural experts as was previously indicsted. In faet,
a large percentage of them were hardly acquainted with
agricultural conditions. Since ocontact with Germeny was
almost impossible, the coloniste actually learned the
prineiples of agriculture from the Ruselans, taking over
many of the Runsian uaagen.e However, they very soon over-
took the Russians, developing egriculture far beyond what
had been known in Russia before. The Germen plow, as well
ag the scythe, *Reffsense," were used in place of the

Russian hook-~plow and the siockle.

Me thods of F i

After a short period of experimenting, the colonists
adopted the system of summer fallowing. At first this
was not believed necessary, because of the fertility of
the 801l, which was actually so rich that the grain would
readily lodge during wet seasons. The only fields that

l. Bassler Theodor . . Pe 19
2. Bonwatséh Dr. G&rﬁardgégn: git., p. 61,
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were fertilized were those upon which tobacco was raised.
Soon it was noticed that flelds upon whieh only grain was
raised needed rest, Then these fielde were used as past-
ure for a few geasons, whlle others were used for the ﬁro»
duction of grain., This plan also served as a means of
eradicating weeds which grew very profusely. It also help-
ed to provide fuel for the coloniets., The forests had
been exploited Aduring the early deosdes without any
thought of the future; soon a shortage of fuel was felt.
Henceforth cow dung wes used for fuel., Riech received a

" medel from the Government for discovering that the dung
from animals made good fuel, The fuel wes called ding-
wood, “uiatholz.‘a ,

Spring work was begun about the end of Marsh. At
that time each year, the whole congregation assembled
for a p?ayer~moeting, asking the Lord to bless theilr
labors and the crops. The next morning they migrated to
the land! At times the entire families moved out; at
other times only the men left the villages. They would
not return until all the crons had besen planted. The same
procedure wee followed when the corops were harvested.

The people on the plains-side would thresh, or rather
flall, their grain on large “Gummen,"” threshing-floors,
1mme&1ately after 1t was eut, This system eliminated
muich work, in that the grain d1d not need to be hauled
into the villages. Much grain was wasted in this way,

however,
3. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 40.
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Threshing methods were most primitive. Grain was
simply flailed or threshed by riding hqraes or oxen over
the unthreshed grain, thus really treading it out. Chaff
was separated from the grain by throwing it into the air_
and letting the wind flow the chaff away. In the period
'froa about 1850 to 1860 "(Putsmachinen)" fanning machines
were introduced.

Dglrxlég and Cattle Ralsing.
Throughout their history the coloniasts manifested

1ittle interest in dalrying or cattle raising. This pos-
8ibly was due to lack of pasture. Years of drought as

well a8 severe storms would ever and again diminigh the
herds. It 1s reported that in 1833 & single storm killed
1,700 head of cattle in one vlllége.4 Livestock dlseases
elso 4id much damage. Dairying and cattle raising was con.-
fined to the needs of the different households. Cataneo
reports that during his time every household had from four
to elght cows whioch "did not give much milk, but the milk
was one-fourth croam".5 Oxen were largely used in the

place or'horaoa. Haxthausen reports, for the year 1843,
6

682 horses and 400 cattle for 93 households.

4. Bonwetsoh, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 63.
5., Bonwetsch, Dr, Gerhard£ op. ¢ilt., p. 63, quoted from
8

Cataneo, Johann Baptlsia, Elne Reige dursh Deutschland

6. gonwntac%, 5’. Gerhard, « 8it., p. 64, quoted from
Hexthsusen IXI, Auguet Frelhen von, Studien ueber dle

%%Qgggg tagnde Russlands, Hannover & Berlin, 1847-
¢ Do .
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Sheep raising declined from year to year; however,
hog raising lnoreased. Hogs were fattened with corn,
potatoes, and pumpkins. Hexthausen again reports, for
1843, 122,000 sheep and only 92,000 hogs for 104 villages.
Even the camel was introduced into the colonies. Little
is known sbout when, where, or by whom, the camel was
introduced, but its use ls reported from a number of vil-
lages. It was used for farming, being hitched to the plow
bealde the ox, and 1t was used for transporting both per-
sons and goods.

Prices for cattle were very low. Cataneo reports
the price of a cow as being 3 to 6 rubles, a young oX 4
to 8, and an o0ld ox 8 to 12 rubles. Prices for horses
were about the sanmse, Aésheep and a goat could be bought
for from 4 to 1 ruble. Pork could be bought for from 2
to 3 kopeks; a whole butchered hog could be bought in
Saratow for from 70 to 80 kopeks.

in a ting of Grail

Cataneo reports that the average land owner possessed
about 20 "Dessaltin“.e The average yield of grain, espec-
1ally wheat, per "dessaltin® was about 96 pud. A pud was
40 pounds. The average farmer ralsed aboﬁt 1,000 pud net
annually on hie 15 "dessaitins® of graln land.g This
estimate seems to have been a liberal one and is possibly
true of the colonles during the time of their highest

development. His estimate would make it possible for the

;. Bonwataché‘Dr. Gerhard, op. oit., p. 64.
. o Do .
9. « D. 84,
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farmer to sell 600 pud on the market.

In 1776 there were about 5,500 farms in the German
colonies. During the time of Cataneo, 10 years later,
there were about 6,000 farms. Thus the colonists ralsed
sbout 3,600,000 pud of wheat for the market. Cataneo re-
ports that during his time 20 kopeks was paid for rye, 25
for wheat, 5O for hirse, and 10 for barley and cats. Graln
exports netted the colonists about 720,000 rubles annually.
However, other writers point out that the estimates of
Cataneo are altogether too liberal. Economie conditions
in the villages in no way indieate that the export trade
was 80 lucrative. Other writerslo point out that, on
the contrary, most colonies 4id not ralse much more than
enough for their immedlate needs; in faot, they 414 not
raise enough to pay the taxess that were soon levied., The
reason for thie was that most families simply could not
oultivate more than five "dessaltins". Praetorius re-
ports 1 that in 1768, 64 families in the colony of Galka
cultivated only 320 "dessaitins'. However, as soon as the
colonists hed learned to cultivate the soll and as soon as
ﬁore efficlent methods were adopted, crop returns greatly
increased. The only statistics availaeble for the first
half of the 19th century report an export trade Zor the
German colonlee in 1814, of 700,000 rubles for wheat,

R ———

10. Bonwetsech, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 66.
11. Ibid. p. 66, Shenii ek
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143,000 rubles for tobacco. Beginning with the 19th
century, orop ylelds and exporte insressed stesdily. The
following table prepared by Catanec is presented by
Bonwetnchlz for 1850;

12. Bonwetsch, Dr. CGerhard, op. git., p. 65.
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These figures cannot be accepted as suthentie; in
fact, some of them are self-contradietory. It is, for
instance, hardly possible that the number of cultiveted
Ydessaltin! was more then doubled in the period of 3 years.
Two facts are indicated by the tables: the very rapid
growth in population and the rapld decresee in the "des-
saltin® per "revision soul®. Taxes, however, inorsased
very rapldly. These taxes could be pald only with a pro-
portionate increase in productivity. The following is a
table of taxes and assessments levied for the year 1834,

13
for all the coloniles:

TABLE V, TAXES AND ASSESSMENT FOR ALL THE COLONIES IN

— __1834,
REAL ESTATE TAXES,..13 rub. per "revision soul" 406,398 rub.
CONGREGATIONAL
TAX......26 Kopeks " " Yeeoo 7,796

WATER

ASSESSHENTS-..Q.. 5 " “ ' ““.. 1.569 '
SUPPORT OF OFFICERS

AND OWICIALS.-..Qﬁ " & # “-.o. 29'635 "
SALARIES FOR

¥INISTERS,

ELDERS,

SCHOOL TEACHERS,

m.".'..‘..0‘0‘..“...-'....C.'CI'.‘. ..... I.256’787 '

13. Bonwetsoch, Dr. Gerherd, gg. g;&., P. 67 quoted From

Goebel, Fredrich Re %gg dle Steppen des guedlichen
_g_glgg_g 2 Baende at, 1838, p. 283.
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Liguidation of Debtg.

In addition to these assessments the debte to the
Government had to be pald. These were first liquidated
by paying 1 ruble annually for each lesborer from 16 to
68 years of age. Later this debt was pald according to
households and not according to individual laborers. The
debt owed the Government was finally liquidated in 1846,
On April 20, 1782, the Government had cencelled 1,210,197
rubles 89% Xopeks of this dobt.14 The Government hsd
loaned the colonists a total of 6,199,813 rublee.ls

The colonles were not all equally well-to-do, due
chiefly to the differences in soll, in the amount of land
avallsable, and in the industry of the colonists. The soll
on the."plalns-elde“ was much more fertile than on the
*hilleside®,

There were great differences in the economic status
of the individual famillies. Desplite the care exercised
in apportioning the land, some families received poorer
land than others. However, the industriousness of the
individual famllies was also a deciding factor.

Even under the "mir" system the individual congre-
gations possessed some land, Thie land was rented out
and tpc income therefrom was used to supplement the vil.

lage treasury. From this treasury the costs of adminia-

14. Beratz, Gottlieb, gop. git., p. 99.
16. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. glt., p. 69.
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tration were paid, roads built, a fire department maine
talned. The chief expense was the maintenance of churoch
and school.

trl Development

Industry was not developed to a great extent in the
colonies. Agriculture at all times continued to be theilr
chief source of 1ncome.16 Eetharinenstadt and Sarepta
were the villages in which industry found 1its greatest
development. Katharinenstsdt{ hsd a public market where
one might purchase wine, sugar, and coffee. For a time
1t was quite a grain market.l7 Balzer was the first vil-
lage to develop ag8 an industrial center and a manufactur-~
ing town.l8

The "plains-side" developed no actual industries or
special orafts. The *hill-side" developed industry first,
because scarcity of land was felt there earlier. It was
in the villages on this side thst cloth weaving was de-
veloped qulte extensively. A number of colonists became
quite wealthy through this industry. As for example,
Reinecke of the village of Kutter, Schmidt of Messer,
Borell of Balzer, and othere.lg This home industry of
cloth weaving was first introduced by Konrad Popp from

20
the village of Goloi-Karamysch and by Pinneker from Mohr.

16. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. eoit., p. 57.
17, Bonwe%soh Dr, éorha » Q. ci1t., p. 59,
18. Bauer, Gottlleb, op. cit., p. 86.

19. i4d. Pe .
20, %gnwetsoh, Dr. Gerhard, gp. oit., p. 60.
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8lowly the industry grew in s number of villages. In the
years 1866 and 1867, 69 cotton mills were found along the
Volga in this territory, keeping about 6,000 small hand-
looms busy. These looms used 8,000 pud of red cotton
thread in these 2 years. Goods worth 1,156,000 rubles,
were voven.g1

In 1860, 1000 loome wers busy during the winter
months in the village of Norka.

A number of tanneries operated successfully in a
number of the oolon1e5.22 In 1880, 62 tanneries in the
various colonles sold leather valued at 120,000 rubles.23

In 1850 attempts were made to develop the industry,
but without auogess.g4

Succesa in growing suger beets led to the erection
of a large sugar factory in the village of Anton. It
continued to 9perato for 50 years. It was owned by a
Polish nobleman, Laeskowsky, who with the knowledge and
consent of the pastor and the village government, exploited
the colonist to the extreme. The beet soll was depleted
end lends were clesred of heavy timber. Later, under a
new village government, the colony refused to be exploited
any longer, wheresupon the fac;gry no longer showed profites

and was closed after 3 years.

21. Bauer, Gottlieb, gp.cit., p. 58.

22. b d Pe 5 . :
23, %Snwetsch Dr. Gerhard, gp. g;%., P. 57.
24, Bauer, Go%tlieb, op.¢git., p. 57,

26. Ibid. p. 57,
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A cotton mill owned by Borel and a sugar factory
owned &nd operated by Ruselans in Sebsstlanowkas, engaging
289 laborers in 1870, are the only industries mentioned in
the extensive statistics of uathaeiesfor all Russeia for
this period,

Flour mills were built along the Volga, snd soon
flour was sent up and down the Volgs, grestly enriching
the colonies.

Bauer reports that in some of the colonies oil
presses were developed which produced oil from sunflower
geed,

Peter Lippert of Katharinenstadt, & wealthy factory
ovner, created a trust fund, the earnings of which, were
to be used to traln young men in various crafts. This
fund was supplemented with contributions from the Ssratow
Kantor and frdm & number of other private sources. How-
ever, the fund never grew larger than 9,737 rubles, 17
kopeks, and Bauer reports that up to 1883, nothing ever
wag accomplished with 1t.27

The speclal industriel forms and their results gre
the maln factors that characterige a Volgaegolonist from

the German settler in the Scuth of Russia.,

£26. Mathael, Friedrieh Die deutschen Ansledlungen
Lelpzig, §§§ in

831

27. Bauer, Gottlieb, g§ sit., ». B
28, Lane, Adolf, gp. 8l%., p. 15,
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CHAPTER 7
THE MIGRATINN FROM 1846-1870
he Ne M £l

Until about the middle of the Nineteenth Century, the
Volge coloniets were fairly welleto~do. But as sarly as
1830 the need for more land was beginninz to make 1tself
felt - at first in a few socattered villages, but soon in
the whole region. The "hill.side" felt the need very
much sooner than did the "plains-side". This need for
more lsnd was brought about by the very repid incresse
in population. There was no new land to be distributed;
consequently the numberof "dessaitins® per "revision soul"
had to be reduced. In 1765 the population of the Germsns
in the Volgs terrlitory numbered 27,000, with 30 “"dessale-
tins" per "revision soul"; by 1860 the populetion had ine
oreased to more than 127,028 persons with only 3.8
"desseltinas® per "revielon socul." In some of the psrishes
the number of "dessaltins" per person was reduced to as
low as 1,5.1.2. _

The Government finally had to step in, in order to
relieve the situation. New lands were opened to the coloe
niste on the esast slde of the Volga., The territory of
the people on the "plaing-side" was simply extended. The
colonists from the "hill-slde" vecclived new land a con-
siderable distance into the intericr. Aabout 250,000
"desocaltins® of the Kirghiz steppes were sseigned to

l. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. cit., p. 98.
2. Bauer, Gottlleb, op. git., p. 69.
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them in the distrioct of Nowe-Usen, along the rivers
Nachol, Karamsn, =and Jersulan.5 It was hoped that in this
manner the number of "dessaiting" per "revision soul®
might again be raised to 1B.

The Government simply opened these lands to the colo-
nists, lesving it lergely to the declsion of the individ-
ual villages in what manner the redistribution of the
land should be made. This was a fairly simple matter for
the people of the "plains-side". They could still remain
living in their villages and had to go out only a little
farther to work their lands, but for the people from the
*hill-side" the problem was not so simple. Few were wille
ing to leave the 0ld colony and the villages which they
had helped develop and where they knew everyone, and go
out into the wild steppes to begin all over. They were
reluctant to leave the mother colony whose churches,
schools, granaries, and markets they had helped build.4

In order to make a subcess of the new colonies, only
those who had adequate implements, horses, and cows --and
above all, encugh farm laborers--were to go. It was this
very element, tho--those in the better circumstances, who
414 not care to leave, s8 that would have reduced their
own proportionate share of "dessalting" per household,

Investigation also established the fact that the new land

3. Bauer, Gottlleb, op. git., p. 69.
4. Ibsd., p. €9, '
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was not nearly so desirable, being much less fertlle.

Entiol I s

In order to entice scme of the colonists to leave
and teke up the new lands, varicue promises were nmade,
Those who would leave were to be given extra shares of the
wealth which had been ascumulated by the variocus villages
through & period of years. This wealth ccnsisted of
money, of grain stored up in the grest elevators, end of a
few other items. These promises were quite an attrectioh
for the poorer families, but for the weaslthier families
the plan meant quite @& sacriflice, as they had contributed
the greater share of the acoumulsted wealth. Eaoh person
leaving for the new coloﬁies was pronmiged 26 rubles. As
this sum was not large enough to interest meny, it was
lster raised to 100 rubles per person. Free trangporta=-
tion wes to be provided by those remaining behind., They
even promiseg to pay the taxes for 3 years for those who
ocould lsave.

The migration at first proceeded very slowly. Land
which had been assigned to the various famillies wae not
taken up. These unused lands were later rented by the
looal governments. Inetead of encouraging the migration,
the looal officers dlsococuraged 1t, so that they might d°§

rive greater profita from renting these unclaimed lands.

8. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gsrherd . oy P 89,
- 6. Bauer, Ge%tlicb, Oon. gis.. De :



78

However, in time extreme need, as well as very in-
viting inducements, exerted their influence upon the
colonists, and a very considerable number of people left
the mother colonies for the new territory. In s number
of instances, 30 to B0 percent of the population migrated
to the new torritory.7 This migration did have the effect
of checking the lowering of the number of “desssitins’
per "revision soul" glthough this number was not inoreased.
Thus the economic oonditions of the mother colonies aid
not improve. This was due primarily to the fact that the
s0il had been exploited, and the colonists had not yet
loarred how to replenish the Boil. The dung from the vil-
1ages was thrown intec the river and into cévea, rether than

8
spread upon the land,

New Colonies

During a perlod of 28 years, until the year 1867,
bhe colonists pald a total of 350,000 rubles for this new
colonization project. The less desirable part of the pop-
ulation was largely transported to the new district. The
migration into the new territory continued until about
1870, Even after thet time, 1ndividusl families contin-
ued to move. Aluost all the o0ld colonies took p&rt in
this movegent, but not all mother colonies founded new

colonies,

7. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 93.

- 8. Faure A., Das ggggshtum an der ¥ F;ugschrifggg
des Altdeutschen erbandes, Hef 26,'Huenehen, p. 520,
9. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 90.
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Agein the colonists had to endure extreme hardshivs
in the new territory but not entirely without the!r own
rault.lo Not only the poorer, but very largely also the
more shiftless class of the old colonies had migrated,

The hardship they endured was a duplication of the hard-
ship endured by the first settlers almost 100 yoears before.
There was 1ittle law and order; might was considered right,
Quarrelling and fighting were the order of ths day.

The new colonists governed themselves. Very often
they misused this privilege by electing the worst "good-
for-nothings" as village eldora.ll For months a fight
continued in the village of Gnadendorf over the question
of which gide of the church the men were to occupy during
church servicesa! Incidents such as this were only an
indication of the spirit which prevailed among these
colonists.

Everyone wae more than busy with his own affairs,
conssequently little time remalned for improving the wel-
fare of the colony at large. The new villages were poorly
laid out and gave thé impresslon of extreme poverty.

There was great scaroity of wood and other bullding
materials.

Whole bulldings were torn down in the mother colony
and rebullt in the new colony; for instance, a wooden
shurch was torn down in Schaffheusen and rebuilt in a
new village.

10. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. g;g., p. 80
11. B\ISOh, E. R.' ‘QRQ m., p. 5 9.
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However, conditions improved very rapldly. Good
crops were ralsed, and soon the colonists prospered in
their new homes. Very soon also good leadsrship asserted
itself in the various villages.

A second migration began about 1850, This time a
number of the Volga colonigts migrated into the Caucasus
reglon. A comparatively emall number took part in this
movement, snd quite & number of these returned to the
Volga before very 1ong.12

Nine parishes were orranized in the new territory.
The first colony in the new territory, founded by the
people from the "plains-side”,wsm called Welszénfeld,
(wheet fleld,) near the river Nachol in 1846, The name
Welzenfeld is typical of the interests of the people in
the new colonles. In the course of time, 44 Evangelleal
end 17 Catholic colonies were founded in the new distriig.

One of the villages, Fresenthal, founded in 1850,
tried a new plan to bring sbout progress. A village farm
wag developed for which each household had to contribute
one "dessszitin." This farm was operated jJointly by the
villages. The profits were used to bulld a brick school
house with a tin roof and iron cross. Other villages
goon followed this example.

Throughout the history of these new colonies the

mother colonies assisted them in every possible way.

l12. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. ey Do 93,
13. Ibid, p. 9o. ' sdt.,
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The ministers soon took over the leadership in the
new parishes. It was largeliy due to their leadership
that these colonies progressed so rapidly.l4 There was
one ocolony in which the people had the reputation of being
“always happy end carefree, whereas otherwise dissatis-
faetion end complaining had become second nature of the
colonists." Thoee colonies which 414 not possees strong
leadership developed much less constructively. Quarrel-
1ling emong various factions very materislly hindered sound
progress.

The migration into the new territory continued until
ebout 1870. Even after that time, individual families con-
tinued to move. The last German colony to be founded was

15.
neu-¥Warenburg, in 1902.

Mennonite Colonies.

A factor which helped greatly to advance the new
colonies, especially in the Samara Government, was the
influence of the arrival of the Mennonites. They had been
invited by Catherine as early as 1786, with the promise of
religious freedom and freedom from military service.
Further immigration from Germany had been forbldden, after
the firet great exodus in 1764-1774. After the death of
Frederick the Great, in 1787, a number of Mennonite colo-

nies sent representatives to Petersburg to resume confer-

l4. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, gp. gcit., p. 92.
15. Ibid. p. 90. ' ’
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ences with the Prussian Government, They succeeded in
seouring exceedingly inviting promiges., They were prome
ised 63 "dessaitins” of land per family, lrresvective of
the number of persons in the family; they were nromised
that the Government at no time in the future would demand
oaths from them.le

In 1788, 400 Mennonite famillies left Prugsia for the
southern part of Russie. From 1803 to 1840, 1,150 ¥ennone
ite rfamilies mi%;ated to the Molotschna region, north of
the Black Sea.

The next Mennonite movenment was to the newly opened
territory in the Nowo-Usensk. Kroeppental wss founded in
1853, Alt-Samara in 1861, Lster eight more smell ennone
ite villages were orgenized in this new territory.

The development of these Mennonite colonies was much
wore progressive than that of the Germans ooﬁing from the
Volga territory. This was due to the fact that they had
left Germany so much later bringing with them new machine
ery and better methods of farming, because they had re-
celved a much better education. Then, also, these Mene
nonites were much more industrious then were the colo~
nists from the Volga region. They were much better dis-
ciplined. The Mennonite coloni:s became models and exert.
ed a very beneficial influence upon the colonists from
the Volga region.

Aes a result, much more rapid progress was made in

L Y

16. Klaus, Gas przogsamniung 26, No. 19, 372, p. 178,
17. Bonwo%so N » QD. git., p. 94.
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these new colonies than in the mother-colonles. The
ministers also exerted a greater influence in the new
colonles. Howsver, thelr salaries were considerably
lower than those of ministers in the mother colonles.
Thelr average total income was not more than from 800 to
900 rubles per year. Living coste were higher., They
also had to send thelr children elsewhere for adequate
educational advantages. Most of the minlsters still came
from the southern part of Germany and from Switgerland,
egpeolally from the Mission School in Basel. A few of the
ministers had been educated at the new theological semin-
ary at Dorpat, in Russila.

There was an ever greater lack of teachers in the
new distrlct than in the 014 colonies. |
The Mennonites had the most adequately planned villsges.
The people were called Prussians. They were thrifty snd
gober, making use of everything new to further their
land. The Herrnhuter settlement of Sarspta was consider-
ed a model colony. It was the first to introduce cloth
weaving into the new territory. It was slso noted for the
production of fine mustard and fine bsked goods, especial-

18
ly *Pfefferkuchen.*

18, Bassler, Theodor, gp. g¢it., p. 21.
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CHAPTER 8
YEARS OF DECLINE

Only a beginning was mede in developing the colonles
to their full capecity. Huoh more coculd have been done in
develeping crafts and industries. For over a period of
100 yeare the Baratow Kantor was interested only in ite
own welfare, There was 1ittle or no thought of the welfare
of the colonles. In faot, the colonists were exploited
ever and agein in the interesats of the office-holders.

The first step in developing the Volgs region would
have been to engage the services of good economists and
techniclans. Bauer belleved that the Sarstow Government
414 not engage such men, because their comine might have
put an end to the dishonest, luorative dealings of the
officiels, Fven the village officialse 414 not permit the
golonists to make sgricultural reports to the Saratow
Bureau. The Government was requested to develop orchards
in some of the colonies, but wit-out results. A few or-
chards were planted by the ocolonists themselves, but only
enough to meet their !‘mmediate needs,

The goloniat could see only his immediate neede and
interests, He oculd not look into the future; therefore;
he 414 not plan for the future. He could see only the bene
fits of ralsing wheat and tobgsocco and a few other products,

but he could not see the advaentapes of ralsing large

1. Bauer, Gottlieb, gp. git., p. 83
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quantities of flax or developines large orchards. So he
continued to reise only wheat and tobscco!

With respect to children the only advantesges he
could ges was in their work. He could not see how an ed-
ucation might benefit them. That was too far in the
future. Therefore he sent his children to school for only
&8 long & period as the Government forced him to send them.
A certain colonlet, Jacob Hetzs, wrote an article in which
he pointed out these various defioclencles in the colonles
and outlined plans through which they might be remedied.
'He directed attention to various improvements in agricul-
ture that might be mede in the school progrem. This
article he sent to the Government Bureau for Colonial Wele
fare in Saratow. After hours of walting in the outer
office of the Bureau Director, that gentleman sppeared.
Without looking at Jacob Hetze he sald, hendimg him the
manuscript: "Here you have your foolishness! Henceforth
kesep your nose out of things that do not concern you, or
we will teach you how to occcupy your time more profitably.®
That was the ené of that!z Is 1t any wonder that the
colonlsts did not progress-~that in time they even opposed
all change and all progress?

Possibly the greatest hindrance to progress wss the
“mir" gystem. No one owned property; every 10 or 12 years
the land would be redistributed.s By using this system
of land dlstribution, every enterprising individuel was

2. Bauer, Gottlieb, gp. 9;5;, p. 63.
3. Baseler, Theodor, gp. git., p. 21l.
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hindered from making progress. It took away the adapt-
abllity of the congregations to the new cilrcumetances
gredually being formed. Natural resources were exploited;
the soll was deplsted; much time was lost going to and
from their plots of ground; many men and considerable
livestock perished during storme which overtook them on

4' 5'
these expeditions.

Broken Promises

The Germans had first come to Russia upon the invi-
tation of the Russlan Government, under Peter the Great,
and lagter under Catherine the Great. They had succeeded
in trensforming the steppes along the Volga. The reasons
why Catherine had invited them to Russis have been stated;
also the reasons why the Germans accepted the invitation.
All rights granted the colonists had besen given freely and
willingly by Catherine snd her Government, if only thereby
the colenists could be induced to come.

The efforts of the Volga colonists had been so sue-
cessful that the Russian Government might well have been
setisfied with the results.

Despite 811 this, a reaction on the part of the
Rugslian Government agalnst the Germans set in soon after

the death of Alexander the First. This resction took

4, Lane, Adolf f2)s 0 Q_j;lo Pe 18.
5. Busch, E, H. op. oit., p. 308.
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the form of hatred agalnst the Germans, a feeling which
grew from decade to decade. It became manifest through a
series of laws and regulations passed by the Russian
Government, changing privileges of the German Colonists.
This movement was but one more mesnifestation of Pane
Slaviem, so closely connected with the awakening of natione
al consciousness, a trend which cen be noticed in all the
European people from Napoleon's time on. 1Its purpose, of
course, was the unification of all people within the boun-
daries of the various groups. The natural result, of
course, would be the development of a uniform culture withe
in the boundaries of the various nations. Such a develop-
ment 18 perfectly justified if the culture of the govern-
ing group is at the same time the most progressive. It
becomes a tragedy if thereby the most progressive groups
are subjected and even eradicated, and thus are forced to
fail in their true mission of "culture bearers.’ It is
from this point of view that the attitude and the actions
of the Russian Government agsinet the German colonists ecan
be understood.

For many years there was very little or no contaot
between the German colonists and their Russisn neighbors.
There were limited business contacts, but the average
German peassnt had rarely spoken to his Russian neighbor.

The negative influence was first felt through re-

fusal to co~operate with Fegsler in his reform program
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of attempting to provide better schools and churches; and
through refusal to orgsnize an adequate teacher's seminery,
or training schocl; and in many other ways.,

Beginning ebout the middle of the nineteenth century,
certaln oircles in the Russian Government began to look
upon the Volga colonists as a foreign element which should
be eradicated as soon as possible. As early as 1813,
passports were refused to Germans wishing to colonize in
Russia. Vhere immigrants were admitted, they were to be
coloniged in individual villages but surrounded by Russlian
villages. Ko longer were they to have their own govern-
ment, After 1868 the colonlies of the Saratow Government
were sutonocmous only in matters of church and achool.6 |

In a law of May 18, 1886, the colonists wers freed
from the paywent of head-tax; however, the rent tax had
been 80 lnoreased that it became a real burden.

Although Catherine had promiased the colonies free-
dom from military service for all time, besinning with
1873 or 18?48 they were forced to perform military
. service the same as all Russians. Many of the first re-
orults were llated as 1lliterates, since all were consid-
ered 1lliterate who could not read snd write Russian. The
German recrults were stationed as far as nosesidle from

home, 8o a8 to be entirely under the Russian influence.

—

6. Bonwetsch, D»r. Gerhard . sy DPe 108,
7. Bauer, Gottiieb, <p- rﬁh" p. Be.
8. Bonwet soch, Dr, berha op. git., p. 109,
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The Mennonites were free from military service according
to a decree of May 14, 18785,
One of the promises in the original ¥anifest of
1762 had been that the colonlsts would be provided with
sufficient land., The following tablog indicates to what

extent this promise was kept:

TABLE Vi, OROWTH OF POPULATION AND THE AMOUNT OF LAND
AVAILABLE PER HOUSEHOLD, 1798-1875.

Yesr: Revision: Percentage of Increase "Dessaitin®

in Population: RAr Male:
1798 6-8 £6.27 16.5
1816 6+7 84.89 10.4
1834 7-8 78.20 5.7
1880 8«9 $0.97 3.8
1867 9«10 20.78 : 3.2

There was an increass in 82 years from 5,502 fami-
lles with 23, 154 persons to 19,214 familles, with 198,948
persons. By 1869 the number of "deesaltin® per male on
the "hill-side" had been decreassed to one and one-half.

Beginning iith the year 1809 the colonists were
requiréd tc meet all Governmental obligations on an equal
bssls with the native Russlians. In the liquidstion of
thelr dette owed the Government, the colonists were ex-~

10
ploited to the extreme.

9. Bauer, Gottlleb, op. git., p. 47.
10. Ibid, p. 52.



87

Another manner in which they were exploited, was
through costly, longe-drawn~cut court processes. Every
possible occurrence was made the basis of a prosecution.
Petty officers would encoursge the colonists to begin
sult upon the least provocation, receliving dribes from
both the plaintiff and dnr.ndant.ll

1l. Bauer, Gottlieb, gp. git., p. &7
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CHAPTER ®
THE GERMAN VILLAGE IK RUSSIA.

A Germsn Village

*A slender church steeple, dozens of windmills
etruggling endlessly to supply all the village needs for
water!® This is the picture given us by Bassler of a
German village in Rusgsia as seen from a distance.l As
one approached the village, a half-dried~up creek hed to
be orossed, a few groves of sorawny oske and wild plun
trees were passed. The streets were very wide, sometimes
as wide as 70 meters (229 feet).2 This was a protection
against fire, since buckets were the only equipment of
the village fire-department. The streets were very long
and la21d out at right sngles. Usually the church was the
largest bullding and was located as nesrly in the center
of the village as poseible. This was as 1t should have
been,since village 1ife very largely centered asbout the
church. The houses wers located somewhat back from the
streete. Each yard, "Hof," was surrounded by a board
fence; 1f the owners could not afford a board fence, a
fence was woven from willow twigs. The villages were ex-
tremely simple, as was also the 1life in them. Few of
them- boasted stores or shops. If one wished to buy things,
one had to go to Saratow or Kstharinenstadt. The villsge

was only the place for people to live!

l. Bassler, Theodor, op. git., p. 19,
2. Fsure, Alexander, op. g9it., p. 225.8.
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There were very few sidewalks and no commercial places
of smusement,

All German villages looked alike. They were char-
acterized by thelr cleanlinees. Yerds and streets wers
kept ¢lesan by sweeping.

The villages for the most part were located along
the steep banks of the River Volga. Most of them suffer-
ed from lack of water. For this reason most villagers
were very saving with their water. It was not %o be
wasted for taking bathe! Everyone was happy when warm
weather came so that dwindling water supplies might be
replenished. Then, also, one might take a bath in the
creeks or even in the Volga!l

The great Volga had convinced her children that
the world was divided into two parts; one the "Bergselte,"
the *hill.side", the other the "Wiensen-seite," "plains-
elde". Everything that hsppened in the world happened
either on the "Bergseite" or the "Wiesenseite®., Even
Germany was located on the "Bergseite", since that wss
the more important cne!

The colonlsts in the villages on either side looked
with contempt upon the people in the villages of the
other slde.4

One could travel for days without coming through a

3., Faure, Alexander, op. ., p. 326,
4. Bassler, Theodor, op. ey, De 18,
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8.
single Russian village. This was German territory!

Here 11ived German colonlsts who were cut off from the
rest of the world and who looked with contempt upon
everyone who was not one of them, "nicht ein von unsere
Leit!" No one wes welcome here who was not a German
colonist. The stranger could come to do business and to
bring messages from the outside world, but after he had
completed his errand he hsd to move on. ¥No one was tol-
erated who did not speak the German~Russian dlalect and
who was not of German stock."e Russians were considered
"foreigners" and were not permitted to make their homes
in these villages.

Most of the villages were named after some indi-
vidusl who had played an important part in the founding
or development of the village. Thue the village of
Doenhof was named for "Count Doenhof®, who hsd come to
Russia with one of the first groups and who was the first
elder of thig village. Another village called Holstein,
was named after a duke by the same name. This was true
of many othera.7

Moat of the villages were large. At the turn of
the Twentieth century, the German population of 50 vil-
lages on the "hill.gide", including Saratow, totaled

8. Bessler, Theodor, op. c¢it., p. 19.

6. Ibid., p. 24.
7. Lane, Adolf, op. git., p. 8.
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£18,470; Saratow, 12,500; Norka, 13,416; Frank, 11,700;
Balgzer, 10,302; Orim, 10,761; Tsaritein, 2,000; and
Sarepta, 1,626. The German population of 94 villages on
the “plains-side* totaled 227,988, Thus the totsl German
Proteatant population totaled 443,488, 1In addition to
this, there were 110,218 German Catholice living in 15
villeges on the *"hilleside' and in 32 villeges on the
"plains-side”, There were in addition, 10 small Mennonite
villages with a total German population of 1,141, This

) 8
mekes a grand totsl of 854,818 German Volga Colonlsts.

Village Government

Village government rested in the hands of the
village Councll, which was elected by the congregation at
1ts annusl meeting., FEach household was entitled to send
only one representative to these meetineas. The annual
mesting took care of many matters nertalining to the wela
fare of the villsge. Here 1t was declded what villagers
ghould have the right to vote, at this time the conditions
woere ratiflied for the calling of a new pastor; the village
budget was set up, and disposition made of many other
matters.

The village Councll cconsisted of the village
*Schulze®, desocn, or elder, his two sssistants, and the
*Sohrelber, Gras-Sohreiber®, or secretary.

From three to sixteen villages constituted a parish.

8. Bessler, Theodor, op. oit., p. 30.
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The "Ober-Schulze", the great-elder, was the head of the
parish. He was elected for a term of 3 years and was
assisted by, from 2 to 4 "Belsitzer¥, assistants who were
elected for terme of 2 yesrs. The parleh secretary held
his office for an indefinite term.

The parish couneil consisted of the chief elder,vand
from 2 to 3 asBistent deacons from each congregation,

This counecil also acted as the parish court. Only matters
of much importance were taken before the Judge of the
province,

Village government was divided into 3 Gepartments;
the Session, which wae in fact the executive department;
the Feonomlc department, im whose hands lay the ralsing
of taxes, the erection of grsnarles, arrangement for
elections, ratification and payment of village and digw
trict officers, the errection of public bulldings, and
the ratification of ministers and the judicilal denart-
ment, whose functinn 1t was to declde 211 matters of dis-

9.
pute, to settle all estate, and to 1esue passes, etc,

Corruption in Villaze Government
Throughout most of the history of the colonies there
was much dlssatisfaction with village government. Accu-
sations of corruption were raised frequently. The vile

lagers appealed to the minlsters for intervention but

9. Bsuer, Gottlieb, op. coit., p. 51.
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without avell. Claus makee the accusation that the min-
isters worked hand-in~hand with the village offlcisls.
¥uch falth was placed in the village Jjudges; however, they
were not able to relleve the situstion, as their hends,
too, were tled by the actlone of corrupt officlals. It
vap seldom that e district secured the services of zn hone
est and efficlent offlcer. In the rare instences when 1t
414 occur, even such officers were unsble to remedy condi-
tions, because they were dependent upon the co-operation
of other officers. It usualiy happened thst en honest

man was forced to leave the colony after a short stay; on
the other hand, it was true that the most important offices
in the dlstrioct were usually filled by untrustworthy and
inefflotent men whose only desire was to enrich themgelves
and gain thelr own advantage. Bauer reports that in one
of the villages the controlling officer was the son of a
school teacher. He served in village governments for
about 50 years, being the absolute authority, and succeed-
ed in enriching himself and controlling the village
despite the fact that he never learned to write a letter
sither in Germsn or in Russian. Durling his 50 years of
servioe, he cccupied every office of the district. He

was protected by the minleters in the colonles and they
ocooperated with him, He had five wives in successlon,

all of whom were ministers' daughtera. He placed more
than & dozen of his relatives in office. His name was

Thaler, (German for dollar,) and he was nicknamed
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"the ilick dollar.* Bauer 'fé?" of much political core
ruption in all the villasges.

The eleotion of the deacons was influenced very
largely by the local representative of the Saratow
Government. He made propagania for the desirable candi-
dates. It was almost impossible to keep men in office
who were not sanctioned by the authorities in Saratov.ll.

Onoe a year the first deacons of the various vil-
lages were called to Saratow for consultation with the
men of the Saratow Bureau. At such times the taverns
snd houses of prostitution in the neighborhood of Saratow
did a flourighing business. )

Bauer claimg that at no time was there any densldcr-
able improvement in the administration of the village
government or of the Bureau in Saratow. In their
political views, the colonists at all times were strioctly

oconservative,

10, Bauer, Gottlieb, gop. git., p. 53.
11. ﬁﬁ.: p. 78, oik-
12, «s Po 80,
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CHAPTER 10
THE COLONIST, HIS HOME AND HIS FAMILY LIFE
C is

"The colonist had taken on the character of the
plains upon which he 1lived. He had become phlegmatie
and slow. The expression of his face changed only with
the changes which took place in the steppes upon which
he 1lived. At one time they elevated him to a position of
wealth; at other times they plunged him into abjeet pov~
erty. Buffering a period of extreme poverty, he would
draw his heavy wolf or sheep-skin coat about and would
8it resignedly in his poorly heated house. He drank
"kofe," a kind of coffee, and ate fried potatoes. This
was the only food the unkind steppes begrudged him,
However, when the steppes had been kind to him and he had
ralsed a good orop his outlock upon life became entirely
different. He now took on new life. Repalirs were under.-
taken, houses and barns were palnted. Hls tables were
set lavishly, he became extremely hospitable. His conver-
sation centered around "waasa Land," wheat lend, and
YDuwack, tobao:o."

) <! ntere

The colonlist was interested only in farmimg. He

looked with contempt upon professionel people and crafis-

2.
men. The people of the ¥plains-side" were all farmers,

1. Bsuer, Bottlieb, gp._eit., p. 60,
2. Xbid., p. 60.
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who had for many‘yoars received the blessings of the land,
This made them proud and arrogant. They looked down upon
the "hill.side" colonists, who nevertheless represented

a higher standard of culture. )

Two dletinect classes of colonists could be recog-
nized on the "plaine-side:® the land-owning and the lsnd-
less classes., During years of poverty the poor man was
forced to sell his land to his wealthier neighbor for a
period of one or more years, until the time of the next
reviglion. He wae fbfced to sell at any price; even his
catlle and his own services were s0ld in order to save
himself and his family from etarvation. The weslthy colo-
nist mede use of his brother's desperate situation in
order to exploit him to the extreme. Whole colonies lost
their land in thils manner to rich speculators from other
colonies; thus, in 1880, the oolony Mannheim lost 800
“dessritins® to the Rauschenbaoh Brothers from Kathare
inensteds.

The colonist knew how to take sdvantage of condi-
tions in order to enrich himgelf. KXot only 1ndividuale
became wealthy in this msnner, whole congregaticns, such
as those of Katharinenstadt and Basel, were thus able to
enrich them501Vet.4.

The colonist was 1little interested in publie life

or in the affairs of the Government., His interests were

3. Bassler, Theodor, op. git., p. 18,
4. Bauer, Gottlled, op. . P. 61,
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confined chlefly to sowing and harvesting, to rain and
arought, snd to all the 1ittle csres and worrles of the
peasant, The Volga Colonist 414 not become the “culture
bearer” for his Russiasn neighbors, as Catherine had so
fondly hoped. He diligently cultivated hie land and was
fairly succesaful in his sgricultural enterprises, belng
satisfled to live from the product of his lebors. For '
him the world stood etill, However, he did have one sam-
bition, to become the owner of a flogr—mill, of which there
were quite a large number scattered along the benks of the
Volga. In order to reach this goal he did not even hesi-
tete to speculate. During years of plenty the rich colo-
nist boughé all the grainhe could; then, during years of
scarcity, he sold this grain to hls less fortunete neigh-
bors at exorbltant prices. ) .

"My household is not a kopek«business, mine ig a
ruble-businees;" "Hier ist keine Kopekenwirtschatt,
sondern elne Rubelwirtschaft!®«.thus the German-Russian
would brag about his businees. He‘waa’extremely arroganz.
Outwardly the colonlaet was deeply religious, but only
outwardly. "His religion wss like the beds in his guest-
room, besutiful snd soft and plled high with plllows,

but never usged.® When put to the test, the colonist

5. Bonwetech, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 8.
8. Bassler, Theodor, op. clt., p. 21,
7. Faure, Alexender, op. cit., p. 327.

8., m. pn 19.
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proved to be egotistical, selfish, and extremely material-
istic. Hie only intereat was: “"What dé I get out of 1it?*
He most eeverely condemned dancing, yet he condoned 1t on
certaln festivsl days, especially for weddings. He
soolded his young people for attending, yet he attended
himself. Even the widow, with the show of deepest plety
and seemingly with heartbreaking anguish, would give a-
way her children, only to be able to more quickly merry
again.9
The colonist was extremely conservative. He opposed

all advancement. He hated change. What wss good enough
for his fathers was good enough for him. Only extreme
need could compel him to adopt newer methods of farning.lc
Why should he change? His Russian neighbors could teach
him nothing. He was superior to them.. And how did he
know that methods and machinery brought in from the out-
side would work? He had never seen them work! He be-
lieved only what he saw. He had absolutely no eapacity
for visualizing something 8till in the future. He knew
what he gaw!

’ The %014 men" were the authority in the home and in
the colony. All questione of importance pertaining to
the welfare of the family es well ae the congregstion

were declded by the 0ld men, that is, by the heads of the
households. The young men of the village had the right

8. Faure, Alexander, op. git., p. 537.
10. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 60.
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to attend the annual meetings of the congregetion, but
they were there solely for the purpose of ¥listening and
loarnlng.“l1 The 014 men sat toward the front of the
building, the oldest in the first rows, the youngest in
the last rows. Everyone was sgsigned his place aocording
to his age.

German provinclsl differences were soon largely
erased in Russia. Even the differencees between Lutheran
and Reformed churches wesre so insignificant within g short
time that both denominations were served by the ssme past-

12
or.

The House and Yard of the Colonist

The house in whieh the German~Russian colonist

lived, differed greatly from the typioal German home.
Since the firat houses had been bullt by Russian carpen-
ters, the later style also was typleel of Russian archi-
tecture. ) There were two types, the simple type, whioch
was about 35 feet square, and the double or complex type
which was about 49 feet square. The smaller house cone
tailned a living room, a porch, a kitchen, and a bedroom.
The larger house contained an extra large living room in
which the married children and their families livad; The
roof was feirly steep. The chimney was of the Russiean

type, large and massive. Most houses contalned large

11, Buseh, E, H. e git., p. 311,
12, Bonwo%sch, D;.ggeégiﬁd: op. git., 88,
13. Ibkid., p. 86.
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windows. Many houses were built of heavy timber; the
houges of the poorer classss were of adobe; only the rich
could afford brick houses. Very coften the roofs were of
thatched straw. Filve-room houses were the exception.
Paint of the most gaudy colors wss used profusely.
The colonist loved color. The only way he could supply
it, was to buy paint and paint houses, barns, and fences.
The people in Doenhof palinted their housee and fences
yellow. Even in America, for instance in Windsor, Cole.,
end Lincoln, Nebr., in the German-Russlan settlements,
the houses of the people from Doenhof can be recognized
by their yellow color. The people from Doenhof to this
day, even in the United States, are nicknamed "Geel Baan,”
#Yellow Legs®. Some writers olaim this was because of
thelir love for the ysllow color. Tables, benches, chests,
window- and door-frames were painted blue, yellow, or reéf
The house wag bullt in the front part of the yard.
The average yard was 105 feet wide and 210 feet long.15‘
Other bulldings in the yard were the bake and washe
house, an 1ce-cellar, which was filled every winter and
té supply ioce for almost the whole year, the stone or
vegetable cellar, the cowebarn, the horse-barn, the

chicken house, the granary, the machine shop, and a fuel-

house or woodebarn in which the cow dung was prepared for

14. Busoch, E. H., on. ey Do 310,
15. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 88.
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fuel. Fuel was suppllied by kneading straw tcgathar with
cow dung, and preparing 1t as sort of a charcosl. Some
coloniste simply cut the dung in squares, using it for
fuel without special proparation.le

Each yard contalned a threshing place, e plot of
ground trodden smooth, upon which the threshing was done
by rolling a six-cornered stocne over the grain spread
out upon the ground.

Nearby was the “straw-place," where the straw wss
stored. The straw was uced for bedding and also in pre-
pering fuel.

During the summer the colonist lived in the "summer
kitchen," a small bullding some distence away from the
other bulldings. Village fire-laws requiied that the
cooking be done only in this kitchen during the summer
monthe. This was a protectlon agsinst fire, eince, in
cese fire ehoul% break out, it would be confined to this
snsll building. §

The house itself, especially the parlor, was kept
immaculately clean. If at 211 possible, the floor too
was painted in gaudy colors. The table was covered with
a brightly colored cover. The room was full of home-
made trinkets. The beds were piled high with plllows and
festher-beds. The stove was of the Russian type, built

almost in the center of the house. It was made of brieck

16. Faure, Alexander, Qp. glt., p. 326,
17. Ibld., p. 328.
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18
and adobe and was low and massive. Lying on the back

part of this massive stove was a favorite pastime for the
eo}joniet during the winter months.

Life in these houses was comfortable, even if fresh
alr and light were often at & premium. Most of the wine
dows were bullt so thst they could not be opened.

The bodles of the ocolonlsts, especlslly of the older
ones, were not gc clean as thelr houses. Since ventila-
tion was very poor, their homes often took on a pecullar
nusty odor, which clung to the visitor like smoke in =
poorly ventilated restsursnt.

he © 8t and His Family L

The 1life of the colonists on the steppes was simple.
They planted their crop in the spring, and when this was
completed, they put on their Sunday clothes and set in
front of their houses, "dischkurierend,® gossiplng.l9
The German-Russiens spoke a peculiar Volge dlalect whieh
had much in common with the Hessian dlalect and was quite
different from the High German. Many of the expressions
used heve &n entirely different meaning than in the
original German.go

*To thls day the colonist has remained Germsn in his
convictlons and looks upon Germany as his father-laend,®
writes Bassler of the Colonist in the yeesr 1811. What

was true at that time is true very largely even today.

2l. Basssler, Theodor _g cit., p. 24
18. Bonwetsech, Dr. Gerhard, cit., p. 86,
t ap. aif.; poib.

19, Bassler, Theodor,
20. Bonwetach, Dr, Gerhard, on. g&&., p. 88,
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Bassler writes: "I am reminded of a long oonversation I
had in Bremen with a German couple from the Volga region.
They were cultured people. They had emigrated to Nebraska
in the United S8tates and owned a big farm. Their ances-
tors came from the Rhine region. ‘'Germany is our real
home,! they said. This deep-rooted love for the old home
in Germany wes found among most Volga colonists."

The Coloniat has kept his German characteristics.
"lany faces have preserved the true pessant type of
Central Gormany.“zg

German fables, fairy tales, folk-songs, and proverbs
were retained for a long time. However, in the later
development of the colonies, fairy tales and folk-songs
were oonsidered improper. They were told and sung only
by the people on the street, "uf der Stross!® Converted
people, “bekehrte Lait," would hardly defile themselves
by repeating such things. The writer remembers during
the first year of his work among the German~Russians, he
attended a birthday celebration. After sing ‘'ng a number
of religious songs, he proposed a number of the German-
fold-songs. There was little response from those pregent.
They seemed to be embarrassed. The next morning one of
the church elders came and suggested that the writer

never mentlon such songs asgaln, as the people would gurely

22‘ Balﬂlel‘, Theodol‘, QR' mo. Pe 280
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belleve "thest he was not converted" if he would "ging
such songs.' When 1t wae pointed out that those songs
were in the same book which also contained the religious
songa, the elder sald; "Yes, but such songs are sung only
by people of the world, 'Welt-Lalt.*'"

“Sex relations among the RussianeGermans, as re-
vealed by the statistiocs of illegitimacy, are remarkably
pure, the ratio of 1llegitimates to each hundred births
in the Protéstant colonies on the Volga being an average
1.4, for the years 1906-7-8. (Friedensboten Kglender
1908,130; 1909, 131, 1910, 13l1l.) The reasons for family
purity as indlcated by the lack of illegitimacy were to
be found in the low marrisge age, the universality of
marriage, the great importance attached to the wedding
ceremony, snd the shame connected with 1llegitimacy in
the villages. Public opinion was the moat powerful pre-
ventive, A public church wedding was denied if 1t be-
came known that the girl was no longer s virgin.“es'

*In the Protestant German colonies on the Volga,
the marriasge rate during a 6 year period ranged from

10.6 persons to 15.0 persons per 1,000 of the population.

3. ¥il11ams, Hattie Plum, op. git., p. 56.
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The rates for the various years were about as follows:

1908, 15.0 per thousand of population

1907, 13,2 * " " "

1908, 13.2 * " " "

1912, 10,8 * * ¥ "

"The marriage rate for the Russian-Germans is de-
cidedly in advanoe of the rates for the European eountries
or for the United Statea.“gs |

One of the moet effective methods of punishment in
the German-Russian colonies was shame. "An instance of
this sort of punishment is given by s correspondent in
the Dakota Frele Presss, December 27, 1510, A man énd
his wife in one of the colonies were caught stesaling
provisions from a neighbor. The customary legal penal-
ties were imposed upon the man; but the woman was tsken
to the school groundé, where she was made to stand with
a link of the stolen sausage around her neck and a 1ittle
cooking kettle on her arm, while the school children
danced about her, in a circle and cried: 'Wurst! Wurst!
Kalbas, Kglbaﬁ!' The woman was then led through the
entire village, followed by the children who made ear-
aplitting crlos."es

Marriage Customs

It is interesting to note that mény of the nld

24, Williams, Hattlie Plum, gg, cit., p. 73, ocompiled frm
Thecloglsche Fekxultat, Fri

riédensboten Kalender 1908,
1909, 1910, 1814. Buchhandlung "Eben-Ezer" Talowkabel

Saratow an der Wolgs.
26. Ibid., p. 73.
28. «» Po B8,
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German oustoms were retained. Thie 18 true even today,
especially of customs pertaining to engagemente to be
married and to marriage itself. One who was interested
in marriege could be resognized by his horse. He would
feed and care for his !iorae especlally well, beginning

in early fall, for with this horse he would tsike hie girl
out riding in spring. "Hannes, dou host doch asach wos em
eenn des Johr, des seh loh o deim fette Gaul," "John,
you surely have serious intentions this year. I can see
tnat by your fat horse.“zv. The young msn would not tell
the name of the young lady for whom he had fattened his
horse. It was a terrible disgrace to be "turned down, ®
"Einen Kerb zu empfangen, " by the young lady. Thus he
would woo her a long time gt first very shyly, then a
little more courageously until finally the question could
be agked. But the young man could not ask the question
himgelf, He had first to get permlgsion from his psrents.
If the girl in question met with thelr approval, the
father would get a number of his friends, "Freiersmaenner®
who would go with the young man to the home of the girl,
She would very likely be expeoting them, as very often
the young msn and the young woman had mede the arrange-
ments between themeelves. If the parents of the zirl had
any 1inkling that the "Frelerslait" were coming, they would

27. Lene, Adolf, op. git., p. 20.
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have gone to bed very early. The visitore would have to
knock long and loudly until finally the dlsgruntled father
appearsd at the door aznd permitted the viesltors to enter.
At first they would git for a consldersble time without
speaking & word, Finally they would tell the fsther the
purpose of their visit, They had to compliment him and
his girl profussly; they extolled hie virtues 2nd the
besuty and industriousness of his dguzhter. They would,.
however, not neglect to point out the good points of the
young men. If they were careless enocugh to praise the boy
too much and the father and his dsughter not enoughé the
Tather would suddenly leave the rcom and go to bed. 8-
This was one time when the father had the sdvsntege. Un-
less they honored and praleed him sufficlently, he would
glmply refuse to listen toc them. They would now respect-~
fully knook at the bedroom door. Reluctantly the father
would come ocut again. Now the visitors were much more
eareful to humor him; they flattered him, they praised
him, until he would finally arlse and accept the glass of
brandy which the visltors offered him, That was the sign
that he had given hls consent. ¥other and daughter were
called, wheo all the while had been stending behind the
closed door stralning their ears to hear every word.

After a while they would enter the room rubbing their eyes

28. Lane, Adolf, gp. git., p. 2l.
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and yawning end soting disgruntled becesuse they hed been
awskened from pesceful slumber. The father conveyed to
them the purpose of the visitore and finally asked the
daughter if she wae willing to take the young man. Pity
her, if the father wanted her to take the young man and
she refused. The father was the patriarch of the house-
hold., The father'e will was the only determining factor.
The mere fact that the father had asked her was a sure
1ndioation that this young man would be her future husband,
Consequently her answer wae "yes." Thus the young people
agreed to take each other, "sie werde sich einig sich zu
nehme!" The young man would give the girl a few handker-
chiefs as a token of his love, "uf dle Trel;" the girl
promised to sew him an embroldered shirt, "ein susgenaeh-
tes Hem." Then the whole group hurried to the home of the
young msn for a big meal, for which all prepsrations had
been made during the day. A number of friends were in-
vited; whigkey was passed time and again.‘ Some cold meats,
bread, coffee-cake, “duenne Kuche," tea with sweetening,
"Weringe," pleckled watermelons, "saure Abuse,* snd many
cther délioacias were placed before the guests, who ste
and drank and Joked for the reat of the night. The next
day fhe engsgement was announced to the pastor.

But the visit 414 not salways have such & happy end-
ing. Despite sll secrecy, the parents well knew who
was golng to ask for the hand of thelr dsughter; and they

would have told her thst no matter when the visitors,
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“Brautfreier,” might come, no matter how willing the
father might appear to be to give hile daughter to the
young man, she wa3 to give him a negative answer under agll
conditions. Pity her 1f she refused to do so! When the
father finally called his dgughter and asked her if ghe
were willing to take the younz man, she would give a
negative answer, whareupon the visitors would leave immed~
1ately without another word of ecaxing. The yocung men,
as well a8 the spokesmen, hed been deeply insulted. Then
the girl and her parents would watch gll night, that the
young man should not hang a basket on her door or throw
a erude searecrow on top of the house~-roof. If he suc-
ceeded in doing this and the villagers should see 1t in
the morning, it would be a great dlsgrace for the girl,
and she would be tessed and teunted for msny weeks to
come.

The young man would soon forget his insult, snd many
times he tried for better luck at some other home the very
game night, If successful the previously described pro-
cedure would take place agsain.

A formsl engagement took plase in the home of the
minister, usually between Chriastmas and New Year,*
gwigchen den Johre", or after Easter. As many as 50
couples were officlally engaged at the same time. The
pastor examined them tc see if they knew their Catechism
and Blble History snd to determine whethsr they could
read. Too bad Af they fallad %o pass the examination,
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as 1t meant walting a whole year and again appearing for
an examination before they could become married. Most
girls began to réview and lesrn their Catechism as soon

a8 they notlced the young man's intentions were tmrioua.e9
Lane tells of a girl who appeared before the pastor the
following day after she and her young man had been re-
Jeoted, however, this time with & different young man.
When the psstor asked her why she came with s different
young man, she replled; "Ich hon mer aan g'sucht, der

lese kann.'? ] have found myself one who ean read®.

If for any reason the engsgement had to be broken,
the young people again had to appear before the pastor
to become "dis-engaged,” "sich zurueck verloben." This
was posgible only if the young people had not had sex re-
lations, "wenn sie noch frel von ihm seia."so. This
happened ohly very rarely, as usually everything progress-
ed smoothly.

When the examination before the pastor had been
passed the engagement was announced from the pulpit on
the three following Sundays,

The weddinge were celebrated as soon as possible.
Invitations to the wedding were extended by specisl
bidders who went from house to house and invited the

guests with the words of a special poem. Before the

TR—————————

29, Lane, Adolf, op. ¢it., p.22
30. Ipidl, p. 2%,
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bihﬁor: lert, they were glven a 4drink of whigkey, or a
ribbon was tied to thelr canes. The more ribbons, the
merrier and the more elaborate the forthooming wedding
would be.al Sartori reports, (Sitte und Brauch, Leipsig,
1910, p. 64.) that this custom of 1nv1t1§g wedding guests
can be traced to the province of Saxony.

On the day of the wedding the bridegroom's attend-
ants, "Brautjungens," called for the bride at her home
with much noise and much ado; they then called for the
groom in the same way and the procession went to churech.
As many as 30, 40, or even 50 couples were married at one
time. The ceremony 414 not take very long. After this
the real festivities began. Immedistely after the gere
vices there was much shooting and shouting. In case the
people were welle.to~do, there was band music from a few
bress horns and a few clarinets. Then the whole company
proceeded to the home of the groom. In some cases a
rope had been strung across the entrance to the yard, and
the company could not proceed until a few kopeks had bean
paid, When they arrived at the house, the young couple
had to stand outslide, so that the parents, relatives, and
friends could kise and congratulate them. The respective

fathers sdmonished them to live a Christian life.

3l. Bonwetseh, Dr. Gerhard, op. cit., p. 85.
32. Ibid. p. 88,
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After this the wedding~4inner was served conelsting
ususlly of soup, "Butterkloes,” butter-bells, beef, chicken
potatoes, ané "CGummera, 1.e. cucumbers, snd breszd., Dur-
ing the course of the meal st least two or three collect-
fons were teken up: one for the bride; one for the cooks,
one of whom went sround with her arm in a sling, claiming
that she had burned her zsrm with hot soup end needed med-
1ol attention; and sanother to pay the musicians.

Suddenly there wes a commotion under the tasble,
Someone had removed one of the shoee of the bride, This
shoe hsd to be bought by the groom'e ettendants. In
Ruesla a few rmubles at the moet sufficed; but the writer
has been at & German~Ruselsn wedding in America vwhere
the attendsnts were required to pay ss much cs £20 before
the shoe was returned to the bride. Then there was a
sound of breeking dishes. Someocns had taken & dish and
shattered it upon the floor, This siesnified good luek
for the young people.

About the middle of the afternoon the room was cleare
¢d for the dance. The Tirst dance was danced by the bride
and groom alcone, After this the groom was not permitted
to dance for the rest of the festivities; the dbride,
however, danced with everyone who was willing to pay.
Whoever wished to dance with her pinned a paper ruble to
her dress. This custom perslats to the present time.

The writer knows of one wedding where the bride earned

#340 through dancing on her wedding day; $100 to 8180
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earned in this manner is not unoommon. However, quite a
number of the German~Russian weddings at the present time
have done away with many of these custonms.

¥eddings were happy occasions. It was the one time
when most of the restraints were broken down. Drihk flow-
ed freely; food waﬁ eaten in greet quantities. Bodles
were heated, passions were aroused, orude Jokes were made.
Only the bride and groom spoke hardly a work and scarcely
looked at each other,

Late the next morning the groom half led, half
dragged the poor, tired bride into the bedroom where a
bed plled high with feather beds hed been prepared by the

mothers. The wedding was over, and married life began.
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CHAPTER II
THE CHURCH AND THE SCHOOL IN THE VOLGA DISTRICT
The Church and its Lnfluence Upon the
Development of the (oloples

If it 18 true thst the first immigrants to Rusala
ware largely & shiftless, unrelizble class of people; 1t
1g also true that soon the philosophy of 1life of these
people changed. Dire necessity had forced them to work.
There was no alternative; they elther had to till the
soll or perish,

We have noted thet attempts to escape to m-re favore
able locations or to the homeland had ended dlsestrously.
Doubtless many of the most undesirable element hed perish-
ed, leaving the more desirable stock.

Infl finist

One influence of great importance in shaping the
cultursl development of the colonlsts wass the influence
of the miniaters of the Church, They soon Game to be
the recognized lsaders of the colonists. Count Orlow
hed sarly called attention to the fact that the new-
comers were all Chrisgtiasns and would have to be supplied
with ministers and priasta.1 Catherine agreed with Count

Orlow, and the colonists were supplied with at lesst a

. palagy Sqprants Zakonov Rossiiskol Imperil, vol. 16,
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fow ministers. Two ministers are mentioned among the
£1rst colonists: a Swedish Luthersn, Altbsum (or Ahlbaum),
and a German Luthern minister by the name of Herwig, from
G&asel.z. Herwig became the firat minister of the villame
Norka. Ministers were nlaced in Hsbastinanowks in 17653
in Talovwks a minister by the name of Saecger came in 1787;
in Lesnol Karsmysch a minister by the name of Tarnow, in
1767; in Medwedizko, a minister by the name of !iittelst-
aedt and in Katherinonstadt, a ainister by the neme of
Warnbuohsr, both in 1788; in Wodjancr Bujersk, a minister
by the name of Braunas,came in }771. © A Bwias by the
name of Janet seems %to have had the most influence in the
eerly development. He presched hls first germon in the
village of Sebestianowks on the*hill-side ¥ March 10, 1765,
He had been eommissioned by the Basel Mission Soolety, a
pletistioc organization in svitaérland. He was very active
in the variocus villsges of the "hilleside." A revival,
due to his influence, begsn in 1769. 8mall pletistic
groups were orgenized everywhere, celled "Brueder-
Gemeinden," grouvs of Christian Brethern. Many of thq
pastors in the colonlies opposed, or at least disregarded
these groups; they were also opposed by the ocongregs-

tions in a number of the villsges. The attempt was even

P}

2. Bauer, Gottlieb . ‘8i%., p. 143.
3. Bonreénch, Dr. éo&ﬁaﬁg%;qéL cis., p. 5¢.
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made to have the Government forbid gatheringe of these
groups, sll of which only tended to strengthen the move-
ment. |

0f course, these groups were not withqut fTault,
Thelr members soo Dbecsame arrogant and were very critical
of others who 414 not belong to thelr groups. However,
they 414 satisfy a need in the early history of the
colonies. The beneficlal influence of‘fhese groups seems
to have declined very rapidly after the beginning of the
19th century. This perhaps, was largely due to the
death of thelr important leaders. It may also have been
due to the fgoct that conditione in colonies slowly improve
ed, |

Pastor Cataneo of the villsge Norka was another in-
fluential leader in the colonles. He came to Norka in
1784 and very soon became interested in ferm problems
pertaining to seed, crops, and market prices. He insist-
ed that orchards ashould be developed and imported apple
snd pear trees. The parish orchard at Norka soon became
a model orchard. Pastor Cataneo decided that it would
not be profitable to develop vineyarde, &8 wine could be
bought mére cheaply at other places. However, he did not
suoceed to any great extent in interesting his parish-
ioners in thése projeots, as the parishloners were inter-
ested only in the immediate present.

Pastor Cataneo aleo tried to tame wolves, and he

was greatly interested in mammoth bones and Tartar
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4.
graves.

He was the first to introduce veccination against
smallpox in the villages; his services were demended far
and wide becauses of hig medical knowledge. Even the
Rusalans came to be treated by him. It is reported thet
he performed 18 amputatione and 27 cancer overations. He
was an absolute patrisrch in hie parlsh, Only in cases
of divorce and very peculiar marriage problems, *ungewohnte
Heiratsfaelle," could there be an appeal to the Court of
Justice in S8t. Petersburg. However, no appeal 1s reported
from his parish. When couples would appesr before him
seeking divorce, he would permit both parties to state
their cases; since both parties were ususlly at fault, he
would dismlss them with a sound 'hipping.s.

Not 811 the ministers were beyond reproach; numerous
cages of improprieties were reported. Ususlly these were
by men who had transgressed against the moral code in
Germeny and had been sent to Russia for punishment.

But as a rule, the minlsters were the leaders of the
colonies, not only in epiritual but also in secular
mattere. According to Bonwetsoh, this was true at least
of the early hisgtory of the coloniea. Claus speasks of a
moral decline, chiefly due to the influence of the minis-

6.
ters, beginning as early as 18860,

4, Bonwetsch, Dr, Gerhard, gp. git., p. 66,
6. Inud. p. 67, ’ '
6. aue, Alexander, gop. glt., p. 404.
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Herman Dalton has given us the most complete rescord
of early church conditions in Russia. Peter the Great
had 1ssued a proclamation in 1702 in which he had prom-
1sed religious freedom to all Christians in his Empire,
Queen Anna, in 1735, had promised "the Lutherans, Reformed,
and Roman Catholics, the free and 'Exercitium Religionis!
in our whole Empire, so that they may worship and receive
inatructions acoording to the principles of their faith."
So, 1t 18 not etrange that Catherine "promised freedom of
religion to the colonists for all tines.“7 Due to the
influence of Count Orlow, minlsters of all three Confes-
sions were engaged in the colonies from the very beginning,
2t Government expense. It was salso due to his influence
that Catherine, in 1765, commanded that churches, bell-
towers, (acoording to Russien custom bells were hung in
especially built towers,) and parsonsges were built by the
Government and the costs thereof were charged to the vare
lous villages. These churches were bullt by Russians in
Ruseisn styles of architecture. The influence of Russian
architecture continued to be noticed throughout the sub-
sequent develeopment of the churches.,

The salery of the first ministers was 180 rubles

each, per year; somewhat later, 1t was ralsed to 240 rubles.

7. Bonwetsch, Dr., Gerhard, gp. git., p. 14.
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ch G en

The individual congregetions had the right to
srrange the interior of the churches and the order of the
service according to thelr own needs and desires, ot
lesast as long as there was no governing churchbody. How-
ever, 1n 1788, Consistories were organized in the capitals
of the various provinces. It was not until 18048 that a
General Cuperintendent was apnointed by the St. Petersburg
Government. 1In 1810, a "Supreme Council for Foreign Con-
fesslone® was organlized. Finally, in 1819, a “General
Consistory for the Empire" was organized, chiefly in the
interests of the Lutheran Church. The three parishes of
the Reformed Church--Norka, Ustolicha, and Golol-Karamysch,
were under the jurisdlction of the Lutheran Consistery.
The Church of the German-Russisn colonies was, in fact,
one church,

In 1785, there were ten parishes,g three of which
were Reformed. The congregation in Saratow was to serve
all three Confessions-~Lutheran, Reformed, and Catholle,
In 1793, 1t was served jointly by the Lutheran pastor May,
and the Reformed pastor Cataneo, and a Franclscan Monk
Fuchs, )

At the turn of the century there were 18 Evangelical
parishes. Bomewhat later a re-division took place which

resulted in 17 parishes--9 on the "hill-side" and 8 on

8. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. cit:, p. 69,

1. 8t B 7
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the "plains-side.* This number was entirely inadequate,
as 1t was imposaible for the pastors to serve the number
of villages in each parish., The parish of Pastor Hubar,.
of Hatharinenstadt, in 1807, comprised 22 colonles! It
was a physical impossibllity to serve so many congregs -
tions; in fect, very 1llttle attempt was made to do ao.l )
In 1888, thers were 687 families in the smallest parish
and 1,500 families in the largest parish.lz'

In the early history of the colonies msny of the
ministers were ordained into the ministry without adequate
preparation and some without any theological training.
Owing to the great scarclity of ministers, all were accepe
table who possessed any amount of education. Beginning
with 1892, most of the ministers were educated at the
University of Dorpat in Russia. They received a thorough
tralning in theology. However, in 1838, according to &
decree of the Central Government, ministers and mlgsione-
arlies from other lands were agaln permitted to work in
Rugsla, As a result, a number of ministerse came from the
Bzsel Mission 1n Switzerland and worked in the Volga colo-
nies. Their training was entirely iradequate; most of

them were not able to write a letter corractly, and thelr
1

sermons were little more than plous platitudes.

1l. Bonwetech, Dr. Gerhard, op. g¢it., p. 70.
12. Bauer, Gottllieb, gp. olt., p. 38.
13. B‘uer‘ Gottllcb. Do. to' Pe 86.
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Hot only was the rumber of available pastbrs entire-
1y inadsquate, but also, the most necessary equipment was
lecking. There were no Bibles, no sermon books and no
song books--no books of any kind for religiocus instruc-
tions. Mission organizations in Switzerlend, and in
Halle, Germany, agsisted as much as possible in providing
books,

On those Sundays on which the pastor could nct bde
in the villages "Lesegottesilensts,” reading services,
were held, Ususlly the slder of the congresation read
the sermon. sérmon books for this purpose were intro-
duced chiefly from Germany. AStempts were made in the
various colonles to gather money for the purchase of
other needed bocks from Germ#ny, but were unsuccessful,
chiefly beocsuse of the suspiclon of the colonists, who
believed that thoir\pastora would use the money for
themeolves!14

As a result of this attitude, 1f the pastors needed
booke for thelr congregation, they had to impnort these
and pay for them ocut of thel§ own purse., Since the
salaries of most ministers were very low, they could buy
only those books which were absolutely nesessary.

The "Volga-Gesangbuch,® song book, was the first

L

14. Bonwetsoh, Dr. Gerhard, gp. glt., p. 70.
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church book edited and printed in Russia. It was the
first product of the united colonlal chureh., It 1s "“a
collection of Christian songs for private and publiec
devotions, for the use of the German Evangelical Colonles
along the Volga.* It is a collection of songs from var-
ious song books, together with s few original songs from
tﬁe *Congregation of Christian Brethmn."l5 The original
gongs are marked by the extreme emotional pletism. This
book, more than anythlng else, became the means of unifye
ing the German colonles. To this day the German-Russian
congregations everywhere are fanatically loyal to this
collection of 878.songs. Even in the United States, there
is hardly s German~Rusgseian congregation where it 13{5pt
used,

les af Minlste

In 1820, the average selaries of the ministers con-
sisted of 350 rubles a year, pald quarterly by the Sara-
tow Bureau; the income of the 60 "dessaitines" of the
parish farm, which was usually rented out; incidentals
pald for officlal aots, such as baptisme, marriages, fun-
‘ersls, eto.: and some individusl donations from the
parishioners. The income varied somewhat according to

16.
the parish.

16, Busoch, E. H. op . 18,
18, Bonwe%noh Dr. Gegﬁ"r&, op. git., p. 71,
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In 1858, in a number of the colonles, the ministers
received their salaries in graln; one measure of wheat,
one measure of rye, and often one messure of oats, from
each family in the parish; in addition to this, he recelved
1,000 pud hay, (pud equals 40 pounds) or the equivalent in
pasture; 300 to 600 measures of potatoes; a lsrge vegetable
garden; dry birch«wood and other wood for fuel; and inci-
dentals for baptisms, confirmations, weddings, funerals,
etoc. These incldentals amounted to 162 rubles in the
smallest parigh and 348 rubles in the largest parish., He
wes also furnished a large rent-free house of from six to
ten large rooms, a summer and a winter kitchen, and spec-
1al living-quarters for the domestic help. The payments
in grain had to be made, even in years o{ drought and
other orop~failures, which was a very heavy burden upon
many of the colonists, as they had to purchase this grain
at very high prices. If they could not give the grailn,
the equlvalent in cash had to be peid. Later on, this
system wes changed, and the pastors received their sal.
aries in money, usually from 2,000 to 3,000 rubles annue-
ally. In December 1832, a law was passed prohibiting the
lowering of pestora' salaries by the congregations, once
the salary had besen set. f

At the turn of the twentieth century the incomes
for ministers had been inoreased from 1,500 to 3,000

18.
rubles.

17. Bauer, Gottlied éii. p. a8,
18, Bonwo%sch Dr. 6eg§hr s . oit., p. 70.
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Ministers were eleoted for 1ife and could be re-
moved from the parish only with the greatest difficulty.
Most of them served thelr congregations until the time of
their death, all the while drawing their full salarles.
Pastor Jordan, in Balzer, served his parish until he dled
at the age of 85, In those rare instances when a minie-
ter was forced to resign, the congregation was obliged to
pay him one-third of his previocus salary as long as he
1ived. The widow and children had the right to occupy
the parsonage and to draw the full salary for a year after

19.
the death of the pastor.

Sgelp) Position of M¥inlsters

The ministers had very little contact with the ocut-
silde world. Letters were exchanged with people in Ger-
many and in Switzerland; an occaslional vislt into a
neighboring parish was sn event. There was little co-
operation between the various pastors and colonies. Con-
ferences were out of the question.

Certainly the poeitiocn of a minister was not an
enviable one; yet there always were many applicatione
from men anxious to f1ll these positions. 1In 1824,
ministers fromthe following places served parishes in the
Volga Reglont: two frfom S8axony, one from Rinland, one
from Sarepta, two from Hannover, one from Holland, three
from Prussis, one from Weimar, two from Switzerland, one

from Maehre, one from Livlend. The homeland of one was
18, Bauer, Gottlieb, op. ¢lf., p. 88.
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not known, and only one was a @on of the colonies-~the
son of Cataneo in Saratow. Requirements for service in
the colonies were placed at a minimum be:ore 1842,

In 1808, a fund was oreated for the support of
ministers’ widows and orphans; 7,500 rubles were donated
by the family of the Emperor, and 500 rubles were ralsed
by the minlisters and colonists. This fund hslped much to
bind the variocus nministers more olossly together., Every
married pastor wee requirsd to pay 20 rubles annually %o
this fund, thes interest belng used for the support of
the widows and orphans. The maximum amocunt paid out was
200 rubles a year for the widows and 50 rubles for every
ehlla?o

The minister was the supreme authority in all
matters of spirituasl 1life. Ugually his opinion was also
declsive 1in matters concerning village~life, as long as
he d14 not offend the self.righteousness and stubborness
of the peassnts and as long as he 414 not ask them for
money.21 Claus states in an issue of the "Friedensbote",
that the minlsters often acted as police officers. They
were supported in their position by the village Kantor,
and they exerted an unbearable pressure upon the colo-
niets.gg They exerted the greatest influence upon the

L

20, Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard . t ., p. 72,
el. ég;g, Pe él. » 2B L -
22, Besuer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. B¢.
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village government--~-not, however, to the raterial or ggir—
1tual advantage gnd to the elevation of thelir office.
Alexsnder Claus acouses the ministers of having been inter-
ested pnly in their own personal welfare snd caring nothe-
ing sbout the spiritusl development of the colonists.
Bauer continues, "1t cannot be denled that the coloni;ﬁu
became impoverished and degraded in the course of years,"”
The reagons for this decline he found in the lesdership
of the cclenlal government, in the asbnormal power of the
ministers, and flnally in the total neglect of the edu-
caticn of the people. 2
The interests of the coloniste were materiallstic

to the extreme. They could be persusded to accept some-

thing new only Af they were convinced that they would
vmake meney by doing so, “nur wenn's Geld ein trage dut!“26
Thus 1t 18 all the more peculiar that the colonlsts took
such an active part in church life. They attended chursh
services and meetings very diligently. ) Yet this can
be understood, for the church offered them the only

soclal diversion in an otherwise monotonous existence.
It was 8 great day when an orgsn was set up in the vile

lsge church, especlally 1f the organ came from a far-away

23. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 85.

24. d' Pe 83. '
§g° p.hSG. Gerhard ‘

. nwetsoh, Dr. Ger op. oit., p. 8.
27, Bassler, &heodor, o2p. é;&., De. ef.
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land; it was a great year when a new church or a psrishe
hall was built in one of the villages. The firet atone
church was built in Schaffhausen in 1832, Most o? the
churches could not be heated; consequently services were
conducted in %the parish-hall, "Bethaus," durlng the winter
months, People went to communicn twice a year. The
“Bibelfest," Bible festival, was one of the big dsys of
the year.

The first Bible Soclety was organlzed in Russia 1n
1813, by Galltszini however, it was dlebanded in 1826.

Newlyweds received a Bible from the congregation.
Another means of getting Bibles into the home, was to loan
them to the various familles and have the loan renewed on
the annusl Bible featival. Thus, slowly, the coloniats
learned to read the Bible, and many of them purchsased
Bibles.

The colonists were loysl to thelr church, but it
was chlefly loyalty to the outward funotions of the chureh.
True Christianity, a Chriatlaﬁ life, was for the most
pert sadly lacking. Continucus gquarrelling and fighting
gave evidence of the fsot that trué plety was not part of
- thelr livee.ga. This was due largely to the lack of
gpiritual influence on the part of the minleters. The

minister wes honored but also rfeared and oft times hated.

28, Bonwetsoh, Dr. Gerhard, gp. git., p. 82.
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He made himself as 1little work as possible. Although the
villages of many of the parishes were on}y from 3 to 10
miles apart, the minister would not preach more than once
on s Sunday, except on very speclal occasions in the home
village. He had his speclal "Kutscher," driver who would
take him to the various villages of his parish with the
best coseh and horses available. °"He would drive through
the parishes 1like a general!" 18 an expression which the
writer has heard many times. As soon &s his ccach would
enter the village, the men would remove thelr caps from
their heads and their pipes from their mouths., If they
failed to do so, they were fined or at least severely
reprimanded and usually from the pulplit on Sundey morn-
ing. Arriving st the church, the church elders would
have to stand‘at attention and help the minister alight
from the carriage and escort him into the church. 1In
some of the villagee a special c¢arpet runner had to be
1814 for the minister to walk on. The whole congregation
would heve to stand at attention until the minister had
entered the sacristy, where the churoch elder had to help
him in removing his overcoat and in putting on his
clerical gown. At the olose of services, which usually
lasted 1% hours, no one was permitted to leave his seat
until the elder deacon had again escorted the psstor from
the church to the walting coach. Seldom did the pastor
visit the homes of his parishioners. He would vislt

only the siock of the most prominent famillies, and then
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only when he was called for. He buried only the most
prominent members. It was only ocessionally that he would
visit the prayer-meetings; when he 414 visit, he oame only
to inspect.

Children were usually not permitted to attend church
services until the time when they went to confirmation
instruotions. They 41d not know the minister, and the
ainister 414 not know them. During the few weeks when
he 414 instruot them, he m~2de 1little impression on the
children, exsept that they feared him. About all thest
was asked of them was to recite Catechlsm, Bible verses,
and songe. If they ecould not reecite they were severely
punished. If at the end of a few weeks instrueticns,
they had not memorised enough to satiafy the minister,
they had to walt another year or longer, until they hed
learned the required matsrial. Chiléren who were not yet
15 years old, the ususl age for confirmation, but who
had nmemorigzed the required amount, could be confirmed szt
an earlier asge upon payment of about 2 rubles.

About ons-third of all the coloniats were Cathollcs.
At first they lived in 31 sepsrate ocoloniss. The spirit.
ual care of thess aoolonles was no better then that of
the Protestant colonles. It seems that ths Catholle
parinhon‘wcra not so lerge as the Protestant parishes.
Hoast of the Catholie priests or patres, were from Poland,
Bonwetsoh belleves that 1t i3 thet faot which retarded
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the development of the Catholic villages even more than
that of the Proteatant vulagea.zg'

Interest in foreign missions began to develop about
the middle of the 18th century; this was due particularly
to the efforts of & minister in Norka, Pastor Christian
Heinrich Bonwetsch, who served there from the yearl84b.

A man who did‘very much to reform church and school
conditions and to bping about a more closely organiged
Evangelical church in the colonles, was Superintendent
D. Fessler. He is described as a peculiar man with &
restlese spirit and a dominating manner, dislliked as a
destroyer of peace, but a genlus at organizing. He was
born in Ceurendorf, in Hungary, on May 18, 1758. His
father was an inn-keéper. It was his pious mother who
persuaded him to enter the ministry. He became a
Capucian Monk &t the age of 18 and made a name for him-
self through various school reforms at the Josephine |
Cloister. Later he was made a professor at Lember; he
also served as minister in Breslsu and was prominent in
Fres masonry. In 1809, he was cslled to St. Petersburg
a8 profeseor 6t Oriental languages, but had to leave after
only one year beocause of his athelstic views. He then

became the director of & teacher's seminary in Wolsk,

2¢. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. cit. p. 82.
500 Mo' po 72.
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in the Government of Saratow, after which he retired to
Sarepta, in the Volge region. At the age of 63 he was
instructed by the Czar to organize a Lutheran Consistory
in Saratow which would unite the Protestants 1n the
Governments of Saratow, Astrakhan, Worenesch, Tambow,
Rjain, Rensa, Simbirsk, Kass, Orenburg, and Penn. This
Consistory wss organigzed on October 24, 1818, but 4did not
begin to function untll January 23, 1822, 8taaterat
Reinholm becsme the secular representative; Fessler be-
came the spiritual head and the resl leader, with the
title of Superintendent. Later this office was combined
with the pastorats of the church in Saratow. Reinholm's
title now became that of "Dempropst," a tille long
coveted by Fessler, who would have liked to be called
Bishop.

Fessler now inaugurated a reform program. He
visited all the congregations along the Volga, became
acquainted with their needs and with the various pastors,
and immediately recognized the need for more ministers.
In 1820, there were 40 Evsngelloal colonles, with
20,500 oommunicant members and 4,600 children between the
ages of 7 and 14, ssrved by only reformed pastors and
seven Lutheran pastors; one of these served 12 congre-
gations, a task which made 1t impoesible for him to
vislt each of his congregations more than 5 times a year.

The first point in Fessler's reform progrsm de-

manded that no parish comprise more than 4 or 5 colonies
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and that the pastorate be located as nearly in the cen-
ter of the parish as possible. Hls seoond undertaking
was to secure competent minlsters for the colonies. This
could be accomplished by raising the salaries of the
pastors, which were subsequently raised to 800 rubles a
year. Some narishes wsre oconsolidated; others were newly
organiged.

With the organization of the Saratow Consistory,
the office of Provost was created, one for each side of
the Voiga. The Provost was elected for 1ife. It was his
duty to visit the various parishes at lesst once every 3
Yesrs. General Synods were ¢called to meet gt Saratow at
specified times. One of the other reforms and improve-
mants introduced by Fessler was the reorganization of the
church council, the hembers of which were to be elected
every 3 years. Their chief duty was the supervision and
msnagement of the church property. Also, the office of
chureh guardians who were elected every 3 years and whose
duty, was the supearvision of the sehooh.31

Church snd aschool were so closely related to each
other throughout the history of the colonles that it is
impossible to trace the development of one without

taking into conslderation the development of the other.

31. Busch, E, H., gp. git., p. 300.
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School Reforms

Fessler placed chief oﬁphaaia upon better eduoca~
tional opportunities for the coloniste. Conditions in the
echools of that time were indeacribably bad. This was
true only of the later development of the colonias. The
first colonists had conducted their own sohools. At
firset there was no soarcity of qualified teachers, as
many of the early colonists had recelved an adequate
tralning in Germany. As a result, the first generations

32
were much better tralned than succeeding generations.

32. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 90.
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After contact with the homeland wae out off, the
schoole suffered & rapld decline. This was largely dus,
socording to Beuer, to the opposition en the part of the
minlsters to any sdvancement in the school nrograsm. He
reporte that the minigters opposed every sttempt to en-
gege sdequately trsined school teachers. 33 It wes
elso, due in part, to the fact that the congregsations
demended the right to select the schoolmasters, sinee they
haf to pey the salaries. They made full use of the grant-
€¢d right by electing whom they wanted, usually the cheap-
eet man they could get. The position was suctioned off
to thé lowest bidder, ususlly for only one yesar, eo that
after a year thes salary might again be 1owerad.54 Only
the least desirable characters would bid for the position.
Usually the teachers could nelther read nor write, but they
oould meke a grest desl of nolse. Thie sufficed for the
peasants, who saw in the school master only a parasite.ss
Thus the office of school master declined to one of the
lowest sociel positione in the colonies.

No eshool program can be successful without good
teachers. These, however, were almost entirely lacking

in Russlia==-on the one hand because there were no insti-

tutions for training teachersg, on the ~ther hand beczuse

33. Bauer, Bottlieb « 83%., p. 90
34 Bonwetsoh, Dr, Gerbard. op. eit., p. 75.

58. Ibid., p. 75.
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sc many villages were interested only in materizl progreas
and advancerment. ) They could see in their children

only an economlc asset. Schools, however, cost them

money and took their children away from work.

Another reason for the poor results in school was
the great number of children under one instructor. Fessler
reports that in 1823, there were 73 teachers for 10,890
children. Busech reports that in 1861 there was an aver-
ege of 400 boys snd girls for one tescher in one class-
room! | The scholar eould receive absolutely no indi-
vidual sttention.

In no way 414 the pagenea give their moral support
to the teachers. Schoolbooks were worse thean bad, so
it wes 1ittle wonder that the ohildren d41d not even
eoquire the most elementary knowledge of the *three R's."
Varioues attempts had been made at school reform; chief
among these was the attempt by Johann Friedrieck Erdmsann
through his pamphlet, "Verstellung an die Schul-Kemitaet
in Kasan," December 10, 1815. But all such attempts had
been unsucceseful,

Fessler placed the school question on the program
for the first genersl Synod. The question remsined on
the program throughout the history of the colontes.

Fessler had worked out an elaborate reform program; a

58. Busch, E. H., gp. git., p. 314.
37. Ibid. p. 3l4. '
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high school was to be organized in addition to the
*Dorfschule,” village echcol; these eschecole wers to train
teachers for the elementary schools. The Russian Govern=-
ment did not ssnction this plan, as it desired to "Russlan-
1ge® the colonists as quickly as possible. It recommended
that the Cerman children be sent to the Russien schools,
gymnssiums, and universities--a useless recommendation,

as there were no such Russisn schools near by. Fessler
succeeded in demanding that those who were to be engaged
as school masters, pass an examination before the Con-
sistory in Sgratow. The right to engage the school mas-
ters was again taken out of the hands of the congregations
and plsoed inthe hands of the ministers, on October 25,
1819. ) The Superintendent had to ratify the appoint-
ment. From that time on the school masters were recog-
nized as church officials. Despite vigorous opposition

on the part of the colonists, these recommendations were
sdopted.

The socisal position of the school masters was thus
raised. From that time they performed many of the
ministerisl sots in the absence of the pastbr, such as
bsptisms, funersls, eto. They also read the sermons in
the services on the Sunfeys when the pastor was in the
other parishes. Soon the congregations becams much better

scquainted with the school masters than with the minister,

38. Bauer, Gottlieb, pgp. git. p. ©0.
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and the school master wees very often more loved and re-
spested than the pastor. Thus much Jealousy srose be-
tween the pastor and the teecher, which wes elways to the
detriment of the pariuh.ag However, actual conditions in
the sshools hsd improved very little. Fessler now attempt-
ed various other methods to improve the schools. Publie
examinations were lntrofuced; funds were gathered for the
purpose of buying school books; conferences for teschers
were called; plans for a model school were worked out.
Fegsler himself visited the schools everywhere. Minis-
ters were urged to promotes the welfare of the schools
wherever possible, and to examine the adults when océa-
sion'orferod._ Confirmation gave the pestor a chance to
do this. The children were confirmed on Pentecost and
were instructed for &perliod of eix weeks preceding Pente-
cost. Children from outlyling congregations had to come
to the mother ocongregation to attend these instructions.
The confirmed youth wae further 4rilled or. Sunday after-
nooh. Here, elso, the emphasis was upon memory work,
which was soon forgotten.

Announcement for marriasge gave the pastor another
opportunlty to examine the sdults. As was mentioned
before, sach couple hed to announce their intentions to

become marrled to the pastor scme weeks before the date

39. Bauer, Bottlieb, op. cit., p. 90.
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of the wedding. At this time they iere,exgmined in resd-
ing, Cstechism, and Bible History. If they falled to pass
this examination they had to wait another year before they
could get married.

All this pressure brought about some improvements
in conditions. The period from 1819 to 1838 saw the
greatest development of the schools of the Volga colonilzi
In 1833, the Consisetory in Saratow was disbanded, Fessler
was called to Petersburg, where he died in 1839. After
this we again observe a decline in the school progran.

After 1832, the Volgza parishes belonged to the Mos-
cow Consistory, but since Moscow was so far distant, there
wae very little supervision over the Volga parisghes; it
depended chiefly upon the individual pastor whether or
not there was progress in his parish,

Bonwetsch believed that the ministers in the Volga
colonles did & great deal to elevate the position of
ths school masters 1n the eclonles.‘l As stated before,
Bauer was of the oprosite opinion. Both speak of rivalry
between pastors and school masters. These rivalries even
golng so far as to bring about disruption in a number of
congregations. Bonwetsch states that the authority of

the pastors usually foroed the school masters to give in

40. Bauer, Bottlieb « §it., p. 90.
41, Bonwe%seh, Dr. ae%ﬁhrgrigﬁ. eit. p. 80.
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so that the will of the pastors preveiled. The school
masters simply were not sufficiently educated to do thelr
work without the aid of the mininters.42

It is Bonwetech agein who ststes that 1t was the
ministers who edited a number of school books, & "Fibel"
or primer, and a number of "Lesebuecher® or resders. He
insists that 1t was because of thelir efforts that the
teasching of the Russian lenguege was introduced 1in a
number of schools long before the Government demanded 1tfa.

Any improvement in the schools which demanded an
expenditure of money was out of the question, the colo-
nists refusing to bulld larger schools for an increasing
school population. They aslso strenuoualy.oppoued the
introduction of all new books, not only school booksa but
also s@rmon books. For sermon books from which the
Sunday sermons were read, they contlinued to uee Bragt-
berger, Schoener, Franke, Hofacker, Kapf, Ahlfeldt, and
Huhn, and later Gerek.

In 1833, district schools, "Krelas-schulen,* were
organizeq in Lesnol Karanysch and at Kathsrinenstadt,
Their chief purpocse was to train teachers for the vil-
lage schools. Bauer states that the ministers opposed

these schools strenuously, chiefly because they taught

42. Bonwetsch, Dr, Gerhard . t., ». B1.
15 Ionarteohy,’ » 2R. git.,
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44
the Russian language, He claims thsat the ministers

at all times opposed the teaching and learning of the
Russian language, chiefly because of fear of "Russlan~
i12ing influences." These schools were supported by pay-
ment of 6 1/2 kopeks per *revision soul.* In each school
there were twn teachers, one teaching German and the
other, Russlan. Arlithmetic was taught up to fractions;
aleo einging was taught. The teaching of other subjects
depended upon whether or not the teachers wished to teach
them. Some students remained in the school for a year;
some stayed as long as 5 to 6 yoars.45 In 1874, the
district school at Lesneil Karamysch, had 78 scholars
and four classes with five teachers., At that time the
following sublects were taught: geogrsphy, history,
German laznguage, s8inging and organ playlng, Russian lan-
gusge, arithmetioc, drswing, hand-writing, and religlon.*e
¥hile these district schools were very much better than
the common village schools, yet they were never very well
attended, chlefly because tuition had to be psid. Nelther
d1d they serve as nodels for other schools. The colonist
simply wae not interested in improving the school progras.
School population inereased very rapldly, but no

funds were provided for the erection of much~nesded

schoole and Tor more teachers. There was no thought of

44, Bauer, Gottlieb, op. oit., p. 95,
45. Bassler, Theodor, op. git., p. 98,

46, Ibid. p. 98.
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an efficient school program. In the villege school in
1860, two teachers attempted toc teach 700 children. 1In
Norka, there vefo 1100 ehildren taught by one teacher
and by one assistant, all in one large schoolroom! The
school houases were primitive to the extrems. The
children sat on benches without desksj 1f they wanted to
write, &ll would have to kneel gnd write on the seat of
the bench.47. The only sublects taught were Catechlsm,
Bible History, German reading and writing, and elementary
arithmetic. The school term lasted from October until
Easter. Dsily s<aslons lasted from 8 o'clock until noon
end from 2 until 5 o'clock. 1In villasges with many
children, half the children would attend school in the
fTcrenoon and the other hal?f in the afternocon. Three
kopeks hed to be pald as a fine for each dsy's absence
from schcel. One ¢an readily understsnd that problems
of diseipline were grest. About all the school master
eould do wae to attempt to maintain order.48.

It is largely due to these conditions that few
colonists learncd to read snd write German well, gl-
though they attended these schools from thelr seventh
until their fifteenth year. That the children learnead
anything under these conditions, 1s reelly cause for

admiration. Desplite all handiceps, they did learn to

47. Busoh, E. H., op. git., p. 313,
48. Ibia.' p. =18,
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read and write better than their Russian neighbors.

The vil age of Sarepta developed the best schools.
They were almost the equivalent of the German ’gymnaliumfg
Sarepta was the only town where the Russian language was
part of the school program since 1780, Many of the
miniaters sent their own children to these schools.

It was self-evident that the lack of knowledge of
the Russian language was detrimental to the colonists,
since much of the trade and industry was carried on in
the Russian langusge. This was true especially after the
colonists were forced to perform military serviae.se.

Bagsler makes the following statement without
qualifying it either as to time or place: "The pastors
can be credited with estsblishing 15 private German
schools, with 22 teachers and more than 1200 scholars!sl
He says they weée organisged chiefly to oppose "Rugsisn-
izing lnfluenees”\among the colonlsts.52

A secondary church eschool under the leadership of
the Evapgelical Luthersn Congregation was orgsnized at
Seratow in 1866. In the "Saratowsche Deutsche Zeitung,"
No. 67, 1866, 1s the following report: “With joy we have
received the information that the Evangelical Luthersn
Congregation at Saratow is organizing a secondary church

school after the pattern of the St. Peter and Anna School

49. Bauer, Gottlieb, op. git., p. 90.

60. jIbid., p. 95.
61, Basslzr, Theodor, op. git., p. 24.

52. Ibid., p. 18.
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i{n Petersburg. The need for such a school has been evi-
dent for some tine. In March of this year this project
wag begun, with the wholehearted support of the whole
congregation.®

*Carl Kressman, pastor of the congregation, spoke
at length sbout the purpose and aim of such a school at
the dedication on August 2. He emphssized that the
chlief purpose of such & school muet be the ineculeation
of true religion in the hearts of young people, because
religion is the foundation of the welfere of the home
and the'atate. No education 1s possible withcut religion.
He emphasized furthermore that a thorough knowledge of
the Rueslan langusge wge fundamental to the training of
the German youth., It i1s important that the colonists be
susceptible to progress snd acommpdate themselves to
existing conditions. Progress can only be made if we
tske an active part in the life in the community in which
we live., Pastor Kressman emphasised further that other
seculer sub)ects must be part of the sochool progrem in
addition to religion end the teaching of the Russian>
language, such as the study of classical langusges,
mathematios, hlstory, geography, natursl history, and
physics.®

Kressman became president of the institution.
However, after a very short time the school was closed,
chiefly because of inasdequate leaderahip. Accusations

were ralsed sgainst Pestor Kreseman, charging mismanage-
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ment of the funds. He plesded insanity and resigned from .
his position. in 1873, the school wes reopened as a
Rugsien Stsate School.5

According to the testimony of many Germen-Rugsians
who came to Northern Colorado from 1900 to 1914, school
conditions in Ruseis remained about_;s desoribed in this
chapter. School population grew and equipment beceme
more and more insdequate. Naturslly, under these condi-
tions the results were far from satisfactory.

Pohle, 1in his bock, "Russlsnd und das Deuteche
Relch," exphasizes the chlef influence of the church and

school in Russias when he says: "School and Chureh 1in
Russla were free and independent and fostered Germsn
epirit and ‘convietions. This helped to keep the Germans
pure from neighboring influences. In essence, these
‘peasants remained 'German to the bones!'® o4 Faure
contlnues: "Not only 414 the cclonists consider them-
selves to be the higher ocultured group in the lend, but

65.
they also felt themselves Germans of nne stook,"

63. Bauer, Gottlleb, oit., p. 71.

54, Pohle, Richard R sland d dss Deutsche Relch.
Xurt Scroeder er¥ , Bonn unﬁ“’éip:&g, 1922, p. 90.

56. Faure, Alexender, gp. gig., p. 324,
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CHAPTER 12
CULTURAL ADVANCEMENT IN THE COLONIES
The Attempts of Alexius yon Erese to Develop Culture
1n the Colonies.

Alexius von Frese, director of the Saratow colo-
nies from 1843-1869, was an energetic man who had the
advancement of the colonies at heart. He prcposed var-
ious projects and improvements for the benefit of the
colonies, such as the introduction of eilk manufacture,
the planting of large orchards, the development of
aplaries, and the improvement of breeds of cattle. He
succeeded in having young men trained inthe "art of
blood-letting," and in having midwives trained. Due to
his effort a number of the young men froam the Volga colo-
nles were gsent to the Odessa region,there to be trained
by the farmers, who in general, were much farther advan-
ced than the Volga farmers. ) After months of training,
they returned to the Volga, but the onlj improvements
they introduced, were a horse-drawn rake, and *threshing
stone," which was five or seven-cornered, instead of the
round stone which had been uged up to that time.

Frese further attempted to organize an "agricule

turel Commission for the Volga colonles.! He even hed a

1. Keller, Samuel i 1. Walter Momber
Verlag, Fmabui'-g,é‘%? gainsg heben P. 185.
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plan of work outlined for such & commission, which in-
cluded enriching the soll through crop-rotation, the
1ntrqduction of new machinery, the improvement of stock,
etec. But his attempt falled because of lack of interest
and cooperation on the part of the colonists. This leck
of cooperation resulted from thelr opposition to &ll
innovations and from the fear that the acceptance of such
a plan might cost them money.2 Leadership was lacking
which might induce the colonist to see beyond the immed-
iate present and to plan for the future. Frese also
attempted to introduce a system of fire insurance. The
need for this should have been spparent to all, since in
1850, there were 18,306 frame dwelling in 170 villageu.ﬁ'
Of course, there had been gome fire protection previous
to the time of Frese; there had even been some fire-fight-
ing apparatus; and in & number of villages the men had
been orgsnized into fire departments. Village regula-
tions presoribed the type of lanterns that had to be

used in the barns; also in summer , a large barrel filled
with water, was to stand next to every house. During

the summer monthe fire could de buillt only in the "summer-
kitchens.! Strioct observance of these regulations helped

& great deal to kesp the number of fires at a minimum.

Yet, in 1852, there were fires in nine villages, which

2. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 95.

5. Ibid. p. 95.
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4.
destroyed 76 bulldings at a loss of 38,500 rubles.

Frese's effort in behalf of more adequate protection
ageingt fires were fruitless., The first effective fire
ordinance was not accepted until 1863. This ordinance
required all colonists to subseribe to a mutual poliey.
Costs were apportioned according to the wealth possessed
by the villages. ) However, even then the poliey oould
not be enforced in all the villages.

The efforts of Frese were so largely unsuccessful
because he was not able to enliet the cooperation of the
minlsters or of the government 1n the various village
factions and bribery which prevented the development of
any new project, )

Bauer seys of the afore-mentioned improvements:
"They were the only cultural developments in the Saratow

District for a period of over 100 years.!

Litergry Advencement

"Litgratur@! The colonists hardly knew what litera-
ture was.' There were no library facilities in the
villages. No #chool child had more than four books;

most of the chlldren hed no more than one or two; many

———

4. Bonwetsch, Dr. Gerhard, op. git., p. 95.
. d. p. 97. '
6. suer, Gottlleb, op. cit., p. 56.

7. Ibia,’'p. 56.
8. LBalg'i;nsky, J. J., op. git., p. 17.
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had none. The books were handed down from parents to
children. About the only books to be found in the homes
were the Bible and the "Volga-Gesangbuch® mentioned be-
fore. Only in the homes of the "most pilous" could ocne
£ind a few additional books: a prayer book, ususlly
“Starck’s Gebetbuch," a Bible History, and a sermon book.
Newspepers or magazines were almoat unknown. A number
of attempts were made to publiah German papers, but

every effort ended in fallure and heavy flnancial loss for
the sponsor. In 1897, the Catholice began publishing a
weekly Germen paper in Sarstow, called "Clemens." Some-~
what later another paper, the “Beobachter," edited by P.
Guenther, was published, also in Saratow. A third Ger-
man paper, coples of which were distributed in the colo -
nies from time to time, was published in Katharinenstadt.
Only a few of the German colonists ever got to see a copy
of any of these German papers. ) Bassler speaks of only
one German politiecal paper and a few religlous papers
which fogg? thelr way into the Volga colonies from time
to time. The “Friedenasboten Kalender' was a yearbook
published for the benefit of the colonists, giving rell-
glous statistice for the variocus congregations. In addi-

tion it contained a calendar, a number of religious poenms,

a few meditations, and a few short storles. It was

9. Bellensky, J. J. op. gi%., p. 18,
10, Bassler, Theodor, op. git., p. 18.
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edited by the theolopical faculty of the University of
Dorpat. The oldest copy the writer has besn sble %o
trace, dates from the year 1906, However, few of the
colonistas ever reed this "Kalender," end 1ittle wonder,
gince it was written in a style of German entirely beyond
the understanding of the colonlsts. Among many hundreds
of German-Russians in America, the writer has found only
one who possessed one of these yearbooks.

The Volgs colonist possessed a2 great wealth of
folk songs, which in psrt he brought elong from the
homeland and which in pert was gsthered throughout the
years along the Volga. He sang upon every occasion., He
sang in his homé, at his work, on the strset. Everyone
sang--children, youth, men and women; even the aged
whiled away many an hour singinz, but they sang chlefly
religious songe. It was due largely to the pletiatic
movement that in the later ﬁistory. a tsboo was put upon
the slnging of folk songs, at least upon many cof them.

Georg Schiinemann has made a very valuable contribue

tion to the German literaturs of the Volgs colonlat

through hig book “Dag Lied der Deutschen Kolonisten in
Rusglend.® " In thie collection of 434 songa, he polnts

out how every ilmportsnt act in the iife of the colonist

and every importsnt historical event is reflected in the

11. Sohﬂnemann Georg gg§ gggggggg Eglgg;g en
4B . Dr%i xasken Verlag, Muenchen, 1925

p. 1l.
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folk song. A great number of new songs were developed st
the time when the Russlan Government foroed the colonists
to perform militery service, November, 1874. The songs

of this period indleate how great the emotional dlsturb-
snce was that was oreated by this regulation. The follow-
ing song clearly shows Just how the German coloniat felt,
even after a history of 100 years in Russla.

"Kathrine, dle war Kalserin

Die zog und Deutache zu aieﬁ hin.
Auf hundert Jahr gab 8sle uns frel,
Die hundert Jahr, dle aind vorbel.

(Catherine was Empress,

She drew us Germans to heraself.

Bhe promised us freedom for 10C years,
these 100 years sre now past.)

"Das Manifest der Kalserin,

Es dachte nach den Deutschen hin:
Sie sollten pflansten Brot und Wein
Und sollten auch Koloniseten sein.®

(The manifest of the Empress
vas thought for us Germans:

We were to ralse bread and wine
and should also be colonlsts.)

"Wir verliessen unser Vaterland
Und zogen in das Russenland.

Die Russen waren uns sehr beneidt,
Und well wir warn so lang befreit.

(We left our homeland

And moved to Russla.

The Russelans were very Jjealous of us
Because we were free 8o long.)

"So brachten sie's dahin mit List,

Dgss wir nicht mehr sollten sein Kolonist.
El, keine Kolonisten sind wir mehr

Und muessen tregen das Gewehr, "
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(Thus they succeeded through trickery
!o deprive us of our rights

no longer are we “colonista,
Ané must shoulder the musked.")

"Ja, was doch durch den Neid geachieht'
Hat man das Manifest vernicht!

Wir stammen aus dem Dsutschen Reloch
Und jetzt sind wir den Russen gleicﬁ!"

(Ah, what trickery can sccomplish!

Evon the manifest has been annulled!

¥e are from the German Fatherland,

And now we are foroed to be equal to the Ruseigns.)

"Und schlliesst man uns in Ketten eln,
Wir wollen sie zerreiben,

Wir willen keine Russen aein‘

Wir wollen Deutsche blelben.

(And though we are forced into chains,
Yet we will break them,

We do not want to be Ruselans,

¥e want to remain Germans.) ia.

When, a few years later, great numbers of the colo-
nigts left for America, they agaln sang:

"Jetzt 18t dle Zelt und Stunde da,

wir siehen nach Amerika.

Der Wagen steht schon vor der Tuer

Mit Weib und Kind marschieren wir."

(The time and hour has come,

We are ready to leave for America.

The wagon is walting at the door,

Ve march ahead with wife and ohild ) 13.
Schiinemann also showe very clearly the Russian

influence in the words of the eongs, as wsll ss in the

12, Schunemann, Georg, gp. ¢it., p. 2.
15. Ibid. p. i3, !
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14.
melodies. Note the following stansa.

*Kun steha mir Jetzt in dene Lecher,

¥ir wolta in den ‘'Krepos' brecha,

In dem Krepos komms mir nicht

Behlage dle ksnonen flrehterlich!“

(We are now atanding in the holes,

We wanted to break into the fortifications,
We cannot bresk into the fortificatlons
Because the osnnens "hit® terribly.)

This stanga is also a very good example of how the
German of the colonists had deteriorated. "Nun steha
mir jetzt in dsne Licher®, should be "Nun stehen wir in
den Loechern,? (We now stand in the holes.)

Pastor Frbes says in the introduction to his booklet,
*Volksliede; " "The folk song must help to build a dem

16
ageinst the threstening dangerof Russlenlzing influences.”
Thus the German folk song became a strong influence in
preserving German culture in the Volga colonles.

"Thus the Volga colonist lived for over 160 years
in all simplicity, without knowing much of the comforts
end refinements of life; much less could he enjoy them.
Telephone, telegraph service, electriclty, strestcars,
trains, automobiles, dally papers, end running water, all
these conveniences and improvements were not known in the

Germen colonles along the Volga a&s late as 1920%, Thue

writes Ballensky in his psmphlet: "Vg;gngeutgggg an

der unteren ¥olga und in Nord-aAmeriks."

14. Sohtinemann, Georg, opn. ¢it., p. 18.
16. Ibid, p. 1i.
18. allensky, J. J., op. git. p. 18,
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Little wonder that Bsuer reasches the concluslon:
"We must admit that in general the German~Russian of the
Volga reglon remained on the same level of development
which had been reached at the time he emigrated to Russla;
material progrees was not only retarded, but actuslly
declined.”  Contact with the Fatherland, Germany, had
been entirely ocut off. Contacts with the new neighbors,
the Russlians, were avolded, becsuse the colonist felt
himself superior. Nsterislly he had progressed much
fseter and much farther than the Russian. There was
nothing the Russisn could teach him, ) So the German-
Russisn stood almost utlll‘for 150 years while the world

about him moved forward at a faster pace than ever before!

17. Bauer, Bottlleb . 8i%., p. S.
18. Keller, B., ,gn.'ggﬁ .o D. 161.
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CHAPTER 13
RUSSIAN INFLUENCES

Adolf Lene, in his book “Deutsche Bsuernkolonien
in Ruselend," 1910, says of the colonlst on the Volga!
*Langusge and customs characterize the Volga Colonist
as essentially German, although considerable Russlan
influence can be noticed.® It will be difficult to f£ind
another group of German immigrants who remained as loyal
to thelr German gsulture as did the Germane in the Volga
colonies, The rsason for this, as has been mentioned,
was that the German simply refused to assoclsate with his
Ruesian neighbor. Friendship between the German colonists
and their Russian neighbor was seldom found.2 There
was very little inter-marriage between the Germans and the
Rugsiaens. This was chliefly due to the differences in
religion. Dr, Willlams writes: Y“jcorrespondent in the
Dakots Frele Presse, September 10, 1912 wriltes that one
of his townsmen has married a Russian lady who tsught in
the Sematvo school in their village and that the ceremony
was per®ormed by the Russian priest in Saratow. 'Sie ist
die eraste Russin welche hier in Kukkus Einzug gehaltsn
hat. Die glten Deutschen schuetteln zwar die Kopefe,

sber ...'" {She is the first Russlian woman who has come

to Kukkus. The old Germans shake their heads, but...')

1. Lane, Adolf, g_;_t,. pe 19,
2e POhls Richl!‘gn 3 ., Pe 890

3. Willlams, Hattle b Plum, ¢p. ¢lt., p. 82.



166

For many decades the dialect as well as the folk
song of the colonists remained almost entirely free from
Russlan 1nr1uonoes.‘. However, in later decades, these
were atrongly influenced by Russlan culturo.a.

Schtinemann writes: YThe Germans on the Volga were cut off
from every contaot with the h.msland. The schools were
not interested in preserving the folk scnge. The peasants
sang thelr songs by nmemory, and thus they were passed dowmn
from generation to generation., In this manner they were
influenced more and more by Rugsian habits. The melodies
wore changed, and Russlan melodies were even adopted. 1In
later years the coloniste got together frequently with
Russian peasants, teachers, and merchants. Festivale

were celebrated tégether, and there was sven some interw
marrisge. Mnat of the men learned to speak some Russian,
while the German women geldom picked up a Russian wordl,
Russlan has been introdused of late into the village
schools, yet I have met a number of scldiers who wers
able to spesk only the few Russian words whioch they picked
up during the years while serving in the army. Otherwise
these men spoke only the village digleot." )

The German language of the Volga Colonist could be
classified into three divisions: the dialest; the High

German, which made use of many Russian words and expres-

o —

4. Sohﬁnenanné Georg, guo. 9it., p. 10.

8. ﬁ- Pe
8. « P. 21,
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sions and was used by the "Dorfintelligens,” (the villa
intelligentsia); and the pure High Jerman, whioh was
spoken by the ministers. lMany of the peasants considered
the Ruseian language as the more desirsble one. It was
a mark of distinotion to be able to speak Russian. "Ach,
der kann Russisch! (Ah, he can speek Russian!) was &
gpecial compliment. In time the German colonist adopted
& great number of Russlan words into his own 4diplect.,
The German~Russisn in Northern Coloradc spesks either
the village dialect or the High German, mixed with many
Rusalan and Enclish words., Very few of the colonists
are able to speak & rood High Germen. Many Russian words
were used which the colonist believed were German, sueh
as “Ssmovar' for “Teemaschine,* (apparatus for making
tea) "arbuse" for watermelon, "ambsr' for granary,
*schulsen* for pantry, "sidelnik® for baock-mpgt, ®plotnik"
for carpenter, “kriliz" for steps, "bulka' for roll,
“staleschnik" for tablecloth, "klabot" for worry, *plenn*
for imprisionment, “prowoschalt" for ascospany, "gulain,*
to take a walk, and many more. " With the same ease he
has adopted English words. Yet the 0ld coloniet holds
most tenacliously to his dislect, even to this day.

The German colonist very largely adopted the
Cerman mode of address. Most of the Germsn names were

later Russianigzed.

Y Lﬂ.n‘, Afﬂlr’ 8D ﬂ.- Pe 19.
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Very early the Russisn mode of dress was adopted.
The men wore the long Russlan tunioc, the long Russian
fur ocoat, Ruesian boots, the Russlian capé and the blouses
which were buttoned to the top in front.

It hae been pointed out before that Russisn archi-
tecture entirely predominated in the German villages,
due to the fact that Russians had bullt the first houses
and churches in the colonles.

Life in the colonies wag very strongly influenced
in all its phases by the adoption of the Russian "mir."
If wes dus to this factor that the peculiar philesophy
of 1ife was developed which, even to this day, 1s so
characteristic of the German-Russlsn colonist. The colo-
nist olings to the pest; he honors the old; he opposes
all thinge new, He 1s an sxtreme fatalist. He has al-
ways had to depenéd upon the giffs of nature. For many
decsades he took gll nature would give him, with little
thoughte of giving anything back to nature.  His
history had tréined him only to take, he had not been
trained to give. If he received little 1t was because
"God considered it beet not to glve him more.® ®God gives
everyone as much as he is worth," was his philosophy.
S8ince the congregation which distributed the "dessaltines"
every 10 years ias acting in the name of God, the colo-
nist must be satisfled even though he received only poor
land! If he was exploited and taken advantsge of and

8. Bonwetsoh, Dr. Gerhard, g;ﬁ., p. 86,
9. Lane, Adoit, « git., p. 1 .
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remained poor throughout his life-time, he did not com-
plain. It was God's will. If hie 1little orchards died,
his oreeks and rivers dried up, his land dild not yleld
a orop, then 1t was a "herd yemr;" and after 1870 these
“hard years"! came frequently, but there was little or
nothing that he could do about 1t--it was simply "God's
will. "

Thus we see considerable Russian influence, espec
1ally upon the language and folk songs of the Volga colo-
nigts; their mode of dress was influenced by that of
thelr neilghtiors, as was salso the mode of address; German
names were Russlanlzed, and the outlook upon life of the
- German oolonist was largely shaped through the adoption
of the Russian "mir}

On the other hand, we detect little or no Russian
influence upon the religion or the family life of the
colonists., The habits and customs remained German
throughout their history in Russia. While they d1d obey
the Russian Government, they remained loysl to their old
*Fatherland" Germany. They were Rueésians only because
they were born and lived in Russis, but they were Germans
because they were of the German race, becsuse they held
fast to German hsbits, customs, and institutions; they

were (ermans because they loved Germany
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CHAPTER 14
EMIGRATINN MOVEMENTS

Zhe Repgons for Emigrstion

There are four ch'ef reasons why the Cermans left
Rugsia. Possibly the most important of these were, first,
the very rapld inerease in population, and second the
deorease in avallgble fertile lsnd. It has been polnted
out (pege 86) thst the populstion inoreased from 27,000
persons in 1768 to 126,028 in 1835. According to the
1s8t census tasxen by the Czarist Covernment juat before
the 7orld war, there were Z02 German villages with
554,826 Gersman inhebitants in the Governments of Ssmara
and Saratow, °  The number of "dessaitins per "revision-
soul® had been decreassed from 30 in the year 1786, to
3.8 in 1880, In a number of colonlies the number of
"degs=1ting” Yoer revision-soul® later was aotuslly de-~
- oreagsed to 1.8, This sizuation led to very bad economic
conditions.

A third fector was that, beginnincs with November
18?4,2 the coloniste were compellad by the Russian
Government to perform military service. Catherine the
Second had promised the Germans "freedom from m'litary
service for gll times." The colonists saw in thle move
a serious threat to thelir exiatence se 1ndependent German

coloniste, YAfter the freeing cf the serfs in Russis
1. BallﬂnSky Je ch . QIE Pe 9.

2. Bonr.tseh D;; 3:;' r?b 8R3 &:ﬁ.‘n,‘1%9%&@‘98?§313§nt-

§Qch 1n 192 page
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in 1861, the various reforms which followed, affected the
status of the German ¥colonists.* They had gone to Russia
under promise that they should have loecal selr~govérnment,
retsin their own gchools znd ohurches, z2né bte free from
military service. Now the'r local self-government was
graduelly being interfered with; universsl military ser-
vice forced them into the army, ond the fear arose that
they would in time be denied thelr German schools and
freedom of worshlp.'a.

A fourth important reason for the emigretion fronm
the Volga colonies were the opportunities for improve-
ment in other lands. Mexlico, South Arerica, and the
Unlted States, sll offered chesp and good lend, and gll
promiged good wages for day lsborers. Beginning gbout
1870, & number of rallrosds in the United States began
to expend into the fer West., For thie purpose thousands
of leborers were needed. Labor agents were seni to
Europe, eepécially to Russis, to contract for 1aborers.4.

. Begimning with the turn of the century, sugar come
panies in America were also in need of sdditlonal labor-
ers. Good wages wers promised to anyone who was willing

to work. CEven transportation to fmerlca was provided by

these companies. This was Just the opportunity the

AP S ———

S. Willliamas, Hattie Plum, op. cit., p. 2.
4. Ballansk}, Jd. J., gg.’ s Po 19.
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colonist was walting for, aﬁd so we soon see him leaving
Russia in large numbers and coming to America.

One other meason must be mentioned for the German~
Russian emigration. During the 1880's, Russia, especli-
8lly in the Saratow region, was suffering from a geries
of severe droughts. Crops in the Volga eoclonies were
poorer than ever and many people were actually suffering

from hunger.
-Early mmigration Movements:

¥e have seen how from 1846 to 1870 the attempt was
made to relieve populstion pressure by organ;zing new
colonles farther in the ateppes. We aleso noted that
this movement brought little rellef. From 1870 to 1880
about 5,000 colonists returned to Germany. ) However,
this undertaking was not very successful. Only after
many yesars were these coloniste able to fit into German
industrial life. 1In agrleulfure they were more suocessw
ful. Fven here, however, the firet private agrioultural
undertakines were mostly unfavorable, especiélly those
of the ocolonists who settled in Silesia and in Pommerania.
Only the most undeairable and pooécat elements hed express-
ed their willingness to return to Germany. The colonists
were all afrsid that they would lose thelir land rights in

Russias, and all hoped to be able %o return to Ruasia very

' Be Ballensky, J. J. Qp. g1%t., p. 2.
6. Bsssler, %heodor, gg._g;&f p. 21,
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soon. In Germany the efficlency of thoee who 4'd return
was far inferlior to that of the native German workers.
“The colonist did not get along well with his new German
neighbor, chiefly because he was always suspiclous of
him. He was susplclous becsuse he was used to being
cheated, and he c¢ould not understand that there was more
Justice in Germany.“v. Then, alse, he quickly tired of
the strict discipline and the steady work in Germany.

Another group of colonists migrated to Siberia as
early as 1860, but no record has besen found of their
activities there.

To The United States:

The first emigration movement to North Anerios
was from 1872 to 1894.9 A few Germsn-Russisns left
Russia for South America in 1871.10 In time large
settlements grew up around Buenos Alres and in Brazil.
¥any of the people went to South Americs because they
were denled entrance into the United States because of
the prevalence of trachoma among them. After a few
years in South America they again applied for entrance
into the United States and were usually accepted.ll By

far the greater number came directly to the United States.

7. Bassler, Theodor, gp. git., p. 26.

8. %g%%, p. 21,

9. allensky, J. J. . git. p. 20,

10. Willisms, Hattie Plum, gop. oit. p. 1ll.
11. Ibid. p. 2.
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Here they settled in Keneas, Nebreska, snd the Dakotas.
"Lincoln wes the distributing center for Nebraska settlers
and has alnce remsined the clearing house for this parti-
culsr immigrant group.12 The first Fussian-Germsn imml.
grant known to have settled in Lineoln, Nebraska csme in
1878.%" A large number of the first group bought land in
Kensas, especlally in the neighborhood of Russell, and in
Nebraska. A German-~Rugsian settlement was organiged near
Sutton, Nebr., in 1873, and anothergne in McCook, Nebr.,
in 1886,

The second, and by far the larger movement, was
from 1893 to 1913. The pesk of German-Russisn immigra-
tion wes in 1613, over 1,000 German-Russiesns entering the
United States in thatyear. Dr. Williams presents data

14
of German-Russians living in Lincoln, Nebr., in 1916,

TABLE VII. GERMAN.RUSSIANS LIVING IN LINCOLN, NEBR. IN

16 ACCORDING TO PERIOD OF ARRIVAL
'm"—"—‘v'ﬁ“np 0D ARRIVED IN 'L;%an‘écohn PERCENT

Total of all Perlods 100,0
Before 1899 12.1
1899 to 1903 17.4
1904 to 1908 27.3

1901 to 1913 43.2

12, ¥illlems, Hattle Plum, p. 2. Willlams p. 13. C. F,
Naturalization Records of Dist. Court of Lancaster
chﬁty. Xy

13. Ballens J. J. gp. ¢it., p. 20.

14. Williams, Hattle Plum, pp. git., p. l.
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Beginning with the year 1902, many German-Russlans
were brought into Northern Colorado by the Great Western
Suger Company. Today sbout 14 percent of the population of
of the counties of Lerimer, Logen, Morgan, and Weld, 1is
of German~Russiagn descent. -

“Phe Ruselen German immigrstion to America 18 8
Temily movoment."l5 Most of the coloniste brought their
 familes, Only in cases of extreme necessity were msmﬁert
of the immediste family left behind,

“Many of the German~Russlans were ‘agslsted’ immi.
grants, i.e., sllene who came on tickets bought in this
sountry and sent to them. In 1913, 32 percent of all
aliens entering the United States were prepalds, and
from 1910 to 1812 the proportion ranged from25 to 36
percent. (Annual Report of the Commissioner Generel of
Immigration, 1913-18,) Of the Russlan-born Germanﬁ 1live
ing in Lincoln in 1914, however, 65 percent had come on
prepald tiokets, and only 35 percent had pzaid theilr own
-passage.“ls Thus the Volga Colonist had his "way pald"
to Ruseis. Then he had his “way paid" to the Unlted
Stetes. Will he find a permanent home here?

15, Williasms, Hattle Plum, op. cit., p. l4.
16. Ibid, P. 16. ! '
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CHAPTER 185
SUMMARY

The purpose of this presentation is twofold: to
mske svallable in the English languasge a history of the
German-Russlans; to point out the important fectors in
the cultural background of the German-Russian people
which influence their scclal, economlc, and personallity
edjustment inColorado.

Histo f the German Ru

On December 4, 1762, and agaln on July 22, 1763,
Catherine the Second, Express of Russia, 1ssued a most
liberal proclamation, inviting the people of Europe to
colonize in Russia. Thla proclsmation was the first
step in Catherine's state program of expansion. It
was 1mportant for this program of expansion that the
population in the territory of the Middle-Volga be
strengthened by desirable elemente. Russians could not
be persuaded to migrate to this territory, therefore
Catherine invited especlally the people of Centrsl Eure
ope. Then also this was to be the beginning of a pro-
gram of Ycultural advancerent® in Russia. These people
from Gentral Europe were invited to.beeome Youlture
besrerse* in Russla. They were to introduce improved
methods of agrieultu;e in Russlia.

Catherine's proclamation appealed especlally to
the Germans becsuse Germany waé suffering greatly from

the effects of the Seven Yeérs' Var.
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Due to & wideepresd'unemploymant, there wag much poverty-
and 11ttle opportunity for economic and industrialsivance-
ment. Catherine was a German princees from the House of
Anhalt-Zerbst, born in Stettin, Germany. Coming from her,
the invitation appealed all the more to the Germans.

The promise of free lsnd in a most favoreble en-
vironment and under the most favorable conditionu,-and
the invitstion to become "culture bearers® in a land
whose Empress was Germen, persuaded many Germans to leave
Germany for Russia. From 1763 to 1776, when the flow of
emigration was largely stopped by the wrious Germen Prov-
inces, about 8,000 familiee numbering about 27,000 per-
sons emigrated from various provinces in Germany to the
territory along the Middle~Volgs, between Tsaritzin in
the South and Astrakhan in the North.

The first years in Russla were years of extreme
hardshipas, Very few preparations had been msde by the
Rugsian Government for the coming of the colonists,

Thev were simply taken from Saratow or Katharinenstadt
and placed on the steppes, there to tlll the solil, as
nearly all were forced to become farmers. Crop fallures
were experienced again and agsin, until the colonists

had learned to till the soil. Then, slso, the colonists
wore attacked ageln and again by the half-.civiliged
Aslatie hordes who resented being driven from their lands.
Disease also took a heavy toll.

All the colonists lived in little villages chlefly
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that they might be better sble to protect themselves
against the enemy. This developed a method of fstrip-
farming,* with complete villege-or community ownership.
The village, not the individual, owned the land. However,
each household wae given a narrow strip of land to farm,
running east and wéet from the Volga River., The prooeeds
from thie land belonged to the indlvidual household, but
the land itself remained property of the community. This
arrangement wes very unsatisfactory, since some colonists
received only good land while others recelved only'poor.
Also, with the rapid growth of population, some families
were actually suffering want from leck of sufficient
land, Very soon the Russiesn aystem of collective owner-
ship of land, known as the "mir®, was instituted. Under
this system, also, sll the property belonged to the vil-
lage, but it had the advantage that each mgle head of a
household wes temporarily entitled to & share of the whole
area; after a period of 10 years an exchange of plots was
made. At the end of 10 years each village recelived &
plot of new land, All the land wes then egaln spportlone-
ed among the households, but a proportionately larger
ghare was given to those househclds in which male mem»
bers had become of age in the meantime.

From the first a number of colonles suffered from
acaroitj of land. As the populatiocn grew this situastion
grew steadlly worse. While at first each "revision-soul®

was to receive 30 Ydessaltines" of land, after 50 years
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this share hsd been reduced to 10.4 "dessaitines® per
"revision-soul.” In order to relleve thls situstlion, a
number of new colonies were aganized in the Kirghiz
steppees in the distriect of Nowo-Usen, and along the rivers
Nachol, Keramen, and Jeruslen. Even this 414 not relleve
the gsitustion greatly.

The agrarisn program of the coleonists eéen be con=-
gidered fairly successful, The barren steppes were trane-
formed into fruitful farm lands. However, the colonists
414 not succeed in influencing the Russisn methods of
agriculture greatly.

Being required to support an ever-growing populae
tion within a limited ares, the colonlsts were forced
to develop industry. Cloth-weaving became the chief ine
dustry of the people on the "hill.side," the west side,
of the Volga, which was suffering from scarcity of land
even more than the "Plains-side.*

The progress of the Volgs Colonists was influenced
congiderable through the arrival of the Mennonites after
1787, |

Although some progress was made, the history of the
Germans in Russia from 1784 to 1872, at which time they
began to smigrate to Amerlca, is called a *"history of
retrogreasion® by varlous observers usch ss Bauer, Bassler,
Bonwetsch, Pohle, and others. The colonist was almost
completely 1solated. His interests were confined to

farming and some industry. Hls schoole and churches
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were not developed. Only sn sbsolute minimum of liter-
ature was produced.

After 1872, an emigration movement began, at first
only in emall numbers but inoressing in importance, until
finally in 1912 1t reached 1ts peak, when it was ended by
the World War. The reasons for this emigration were the
rapid inerease in the populatlon of the Volga colonies;
the searcity of avallstle fertile lend; the enforcement of
military service among the colonists; and the opportuni-
ties offered in other lands.

About S,OQG colonists returned to Germany. Others
emigrated to Scuth America, chlefly to Argentine and
Brezll. Some went to o0ld Hexico, but most of these went
there as & result of the exploitatlion of unscerupulous
agents who landed them in 014 Mexloo rather than in the
United States, where they wanted to go. The greatest
number of the colonists emigrated to Canada end to the
United Stated., In the United States they can be found
in glmost every state in the Union, but a large numﬁer
of them live 1n the states of Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado,
Oregon, California, Michilgen, Washington, and the Dakotas.
14.06 percent of the population of the counties of Weld,
Logan, Larlmer, &hd Morgan in Northern Colorado, is of

German-Russian descent.
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t Fac in the Cultur Background

Economic, and Personality Adjuptment in Colamdo.

1. The Germans who ascepted the invitation of
Catherine left Germany for Russla with the understanding
that they were to become "culture bearers” in Russia,
From the beginning they maintained an attitude of super-
iority toward their Russian neighbors. They refused to
associate with them, because they considered the Russlans
much beneath themselves. At all timeg they oconsidered
their own culture as being much superior. For this
reason they opposed to the extreme the introduction of
the Russian langusge into their schools.

2, Chiefly as a proteotion against enemies, they
lived in compact villages. They were cut off, not only
from the homeland, Germany, which pald no attention to
them once they had left Germany, but also from other
peoples in Ruesla. This developed g splrit of clsnnishe
ness. Even the people in the various villoges developed
their own dislect, sinoce there was little or no contest
between the various villsges. Intermarrisge between
people of different villsges was the exception. Not only
d1d they look down upon their Russian neighbors, but even
each village considered itself superlor to the next,
Buppicicon begame g gharacteristic of the Volga coloniats.
They beosme suspicious of thelr Russian neighbore, who

looked with envious eyee upon the strangers and were
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always sttempting to take advantage of them. They were
suspicious of their German nelghbors, who were slways
trying to get eome of thelir land. They looked with suse
plcion upon the ministers and the school teachers "who did
11ttle work" eand yet were drawing the best wages in the
villsge. They also looked with suspicion upon the village
offlclels, who were slways attempting to explolt the colo-
nist.

3. Their development was greatly retarded through
the gdoption of the Russlan "mir." This method of own-
ership has never led to development, but rather has
ratarded progress. It has thls effeot upon 1life in the
colonies: 1t led to exploltation of the soill 2nd other
natural resources, There were only very few community
undertakings. At the end of every 10 year period there
was a definite decline in developments of any kind., Why
improve anything, if after a short time 1t would be in
the hands of another man?

All this had the tendancy to develop the philoso-
phy of looking ohly at the present. The colonist be-
came interested in living only for today. It bescame
imposgille to interest him in sny long-time program or
projeoct.

4. This system of land distribution developed &
strong patriarchal type of family pattern. The larger
the household, the more "dessaitines" 1t would receive.

The son who left the household lost his landrights.
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Lack of any other opportunitles forced him to remain 1in
the "Great Family.®

This system led to lack of independence snd 1ne
1tiative in the younger generation. The father of the
household wes the only one who had & vote in the meetlings
of the congregation. Thus little or no responsibllity
was placed upon the younger generation. They were given
no opportunities to make decisions. All this led to a
gpirit of dependeney.

5. Church and school conditions were deplorably
bsd, In the early history of the coloniats 1t was im-
possible to ret a sufficlent number of gocd minlsters
and school teachers., Later on the ¢olonist was no longer
interested in procuring them, He was able to make a
1iving with a minimum of education; why should he develop
hie schools? His church offered him everything he wanted;
vhy'éhould he want to make any changes here? He was sat-
isfied with the psst. He looked back with great satis-
faction to Germany. He had eVerthlng in the new land
that he had possesged in the o0ld country. There was
nothing that the new country could teach him. As a re-
sult, he peeame stroagly opposed to all new things, to
all 1§provemants, whether in his farming or in his churoch
and his school. The schoolbooks he had brought along
from Germany became a sacred heritage. New books were
provided simply by reprinting the old.: Thé school popu-
lation increased rapidly with the growing population,
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However, the number of school teachers was inorsased only
in a few ‘netances, while the achool equipment steadily
doterioéated. The only interest the colonist hed in hie
schools was the perpetuation of the German dialect he hed
brought along from Germany, the memorizing of the Cate-
chism, end the leerning of a number of Bible storiles.
¥hy should he be greatly interested in lezrning to write
well? The only ones who needed to write were the pastof,
the sohoolmaster, and the village seoretary. What chance
41d the average colonist have of ever becoming a pastor,
a schoolmsster, or a village secretary?

6. Ihe Yolgs goloniet had no gpportunity for 1ite
ergry sdvsnesment, The only bocks he ever got to read
were his Blble, possibly s devotional book or a ssrmon

book, and hig schoolbooks. Only very rarely 4id he get
to see & newspaper. He 414 not need them. He wes gelf~
satiafled in his environment. He was not interested in
the affalrs of the world round about him. This avenue
of progress also wes shut off for him.

7. Bussls ¥ag only the temporsry residence gf the
Yolga golonist. Cermany always remeined hils *Fatherw
land," He resented all things Russian. He never became
an 1nt&grafeﬁ'part of Russies. He always remained a
stranger in a strange lasnd. Therefore, when Ruseis de=-
prived him of his privileges, vhen 1t demended of him
the some alleglance thet it demended of its native scne,

the colonist left. Never would he remain in the lend Af
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he were forced to besome & Russian. He left Russia in
great numbers, end today we find him in almost svery
country on the faQa of the sarth. North and 8auth
America have largely become the abode of his choice.
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A Historical Study of the Soclsl Background of the
Germgn-Russisns from the Volga District in Ruseis
Aiving in Northern Colorado.

Evidence seems to indicate that both as & ocultural
group and as individuals the Germsn-Russian people 1n
Northern Golorado are §a1adjuated. Factors which seenm
to indicate such maladjustment are the large vroportion
of the German-Russian population in Northern Colorado de-
pendent upon public assistance; thelr low occupational
status; the small percentage of children contlnuing in
school beyond the eighth grade; and the persistent eling-
ing to various cultural traits which appears to have the
effect of making the German-Russians misunderstood and |
socially isolated.

The whole problem is of vital concern to the wel-
fare of Northern Colorado since the German-Russian pop-
ulation censtitutes 14.05 percent of the total population
of the countles of Larimer, Logan, Morgan and Weld.

An understanding of the adjustment problém involved
and a solution of these problems can be reached only
through e knowledge of the soclal back ground leading up
to the present situation. |

The primary purpose of this study 1s to determine
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the important factors in the social background of the
German-Russians 1iving in Northern Coloradc which may be
of importance for his social, esonomic and personsllity
adjustment in Colorado.

A second purpose of this study is to make available
in the English lenguage a history of the soclal backe-
ground of the German-Russlans who came to Colorado from
the Volga District of Russia 1n order to create a better
understanding of the German-Russian immigrant and of his
peculiar social problems.

On December 4, 1762, end again on July 22, 1763,
Catherine the Second, Empress of Russia, igsued a
proclamation, inviting the people of Europe to eolonize
in Ruseis. The people from Central Europe were aspec-
1811y invited to become bulture bearers" in Russia.
Catherine's proclamation appesled to theGerman people be-
csuse Germany wss suffering from the effects of the Seven
Years! Var,

The promise of free land in a most favorable en-
vironment and under the most fevorable conditicns, and
the invitation to become “culture bearers" ins land
whose Empreass was German, persuaded many Germans to leave
Germany for Russia. From 1763 to 1776 about 8,000
rﬁmllies-numberlﬁg sbout 27,000 persons emigrated from
various provinces in Germany to the territory along
the Middle-Volga, between Tearltszin in the South and
Astrakhen in the ﬁorth.



The firet years in Russia were yesrs of extreome hard-
ships. Very few preparations had been made by the
Russian Government for the coming of the cclonists. They
were simply taken from Saratow or Katharinenstadt and
placed on the steppes, there to till the soll, as nearly
all were forced to become farmers. Agaln and again the
colonists were attacked by the half-civilized Asiastio
hordes who resented being driven from thelir lends.

A1l the coloniste 1ived in the 1lttle villages,
chlefly so that they might be better able to protect theme
gelves sgeinegt the enemy. Because of this method of live
ing, strip-fsrming was developed with complete village
or community ownership. This srran-ement was very unsat-
isfactory, since some coloniets recelved only good iand
while others reselved only poor. Alsc, with the rapid
growth of population, some families were actuelly suffer-

ing want from lack of sufficient land. Very soon the
” Runsian system of ocollective ownership of land, known as
the “mir*, was lnstituted. Under this system, slszo, all
the property belonged to the village, but 1t had the ade
vantage that each male head of the household wee temporat-
11y entitled to & share of the whole area; after a peflod
of 10 years an exchange of nplots was made. At the end of
10 years esch village received a plot of new land. All
the land was then agelnapportioned among the houssholds,
but a proporticnately larger share was glven to those

households in which male members had become of age in the



meantine.

Prom the time of the first settlement in Russia a
number of colohiel suffered from scarcity of land. As
the populstion grew this situation grea steadily worse.
While 2t riret each "revision scul" was to receive 30
“dessaltines” of lend, after 5O years this share had been
reduced to 10,4 "desszitinea® of land per "revisi-n soul."
in order to relieve this condition, a number of new coloe
nies were organized in the xirghiz'steppes, in the dis-
triet of Nowo-Usen,

The agrarlan program'cf the coloniats can be con-
sldered feirly suoccessful. However, the colonists diad
not suoceed in greatly influencing the Russlan methods
of agriculture,

Being required to support an ever-growing population
within a limlted ares, the colonists were forced to
develop 1ndustry.

Although some progrese wes made, the history of the
German in Russla, from 1764 to 1872, at which time they
began to emigrate to Ameriecs, 1s oalled a "history of
retrogression’ by various observers, such as Besuer,
Baselsr, Bonwetech, Pohle, and others. The colonist was
almest completely 1eolsted, Hlg interests were oonflned
to farming and scme industry. His schools and churches
were not daeveloped. Only an sbsolute minimum of liters-
ture was produced,

After 1872 an emlgration movement began, at first



" only in small numbers but inereasing in importance, until
finally in 1813, it reached its peak, when it was ended
by the World War. The ressons for this emigration were
the rapid ilnoresse in the populetion of the Volga coloniesg
the socarcity of available fertile land; the enforcement of
militery ssrvice among the colonists; and the opportuni-
ties offered in other lands.

The greatést number of the colonists emigrated to
Cenada and to the United States. The migration to the
United States, including %o Northern Colorado, reached
a peak in 1913. In the United States they can be found
in almost every state in the Union,

The writer believes the following to be the most
importaht factors in the cultural background of the
German-Russians which influence their scclal, econonmie,
and personality adjustmentfln Colorado.

The Germans who accepted the invitation of Cath-
erine left Germany for Russia with the undbrstanding
that they were to becoms "culture bearers" in Russia.
From the beginning they maintained an attitude of suver-
iority toward their Russian neighbors. They refused to
assoclate with them, because they considered thelr own
oultuEe a8 being much superior.

Chiefly as a protection ageinst enemies, they
lived in compaot villages. They were cut off, not only

from the homeland Germany, which psid no attention to



them but also from other peoples in Russie. This de-
veloped a spirit of clannishneas. Even the people in the
various villages developed their own dlalects, since
there was little or no contact between the various vil-
lages. Intermarriage between the people of different
villages was en exception. Not only did they look down
upon their Russian nelghbors, but even each village con-
sidered itsalf superlor to the next.

Susplicion became a characteristie of the Volga
colonlists. They became susplcious of thelr Russien
neighbors, who looked with envious eyes upon the strang-
ers and were zlways attemptlnp to take advantage of thenm.
They were suspicious of thelr German neilghbore, who
were always trying to get some of thelr lend. They looke
ed with suspicion upon the ministers and the school
teachers, "whc did 11ttle work"™ and yet were drawing the
best wages in the village. They &also looked with suspi-
clon upon the village offliclels, who were slways attempt-
ing to exploit the colonist.

| Thelr development was greatly retarded through the
adoption of the Russian "mir*, This method of ownership
hag never led to development, but rather has retarded
progreas. It had this effect upon life in the coloniles;
it led to exploitetion of the soll and other natural
resources. There were only very few community undere
takings. At the end of every 10 years period there was
a definite deoline in developments of every kind. \The



The attitude was: Why improve anything, 1f after a short
time it would be in the hands of another man?

All this had the tendency to develop the philosophy
of looking only at the present. The colonist became
intersated in living only for today. It became impossible
to interest him in any long-time program or project,

This system of land dlstribution developed & gtrong
patriarchal type of family pattern. The larger the
household, the more "Dessaltines¥ 1t would receive. The
son who left the household lost his landrights. Lack
of any other opportunity forced him to remalin in the
¥"Great Family." Thls system led to lack of '‘independence
and initliative in the younger generation. The father
of the household was the only one who had a vote in the
meetings of the congregation. Thus little or no respone
slbillfy was placed upon the younger generation. They
were given no opportunities to mske decisions. All this
led to & spirit of dependency.

Church and school conditions were deplorably bad.

" In the early history of the colonists it wae impoasible
to get a sufficient number of goed alantstars and scﬁcol
teachers. Later on the colonist was ro longs~ interest-
ed in procuring them. He waas able to make a livinc with
a minimunm of education; therefore he wes little inter-
ested in developing his schoole. His church offered

him everything he wanted, so helwas not interested in

meking any changes here. He was satisfled with the



pzet. He looked back with great satisfaction to Germany.
He had everything in the new land that he had possessed
in the 014 country. There was nothing that the new
country could teach him. 4s a result, he became strongly
opposed to all new things, to all improvements, whether
in his farming or in his church and in his school. The
schoolbooks he had brought along from Germgny becane a
sacred heritage. Nes books were provided simply by re-
printing the old, The school population increased
rapildly with the growing population. However, the nume
ber of school teachers was inoressed only in a few in-
stances, while the school equipment stesdily deteriore
| ated. The only interssts the colonist had in his schools,
were the perpstuation of the German dialeet he hsd
brought along from Germany, the memorizing of the Cate-
chism and the learnihg of a number of Bible stories, so
he was not greatly interested in learning to write v§11.
The only ones who needed to write wero'the pastor, the
schoolmaster, and the village secretary. Little chsneoe
d1d the aversge colonist have of ever becoming s pastor,
a schoolmsater, or a villege secretary,

The Volga colonist had nogppertunity for literary
advancement, The only books he ever got to resd were
his Blble, poesibly a devoticnal book or a sermon book,
and 175 sehoolbeoks. Only very rarely did he get to

gee a noewspeper. He did4 nct need them. He was self-
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satisfled in his environment. He was not interested in
the affairs of the world round about him,

Russis was only the temporary residence of the
Volga coloniet. Germsny always remained his "Fatherland®.
He resented gll things Russian. He never beceme an in-
tegrated part of Russia. He aslways remained a stranger
in a strange land. Therefore, when Russia deprived him
of his privileges, when 1t demanded of him the same
allerlance that it demanded of its native sons, the colo-
nist left. He would not remain in the land 1if he were
forced to become & Russian., He left Russia in great
numbers, snd today we find him in glmost every country
on the face of the earth. North and South Americas have
largely become the abode of his cholce.
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