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INTROTUCTION

The significance and important position of textbooks in the pro-
gram of American education is well recognized, It is the textbook in
thousands of classrooms that determines the content as well as the
teaching procedure, While this statement may be at variance with the
usual theory, it is supported by the reports of state inspectors and
supervisors, To illustrate this point, the following reports and

statements are quoted:

From the Denver survey conducted by Franklin Bobbitt: (2)

"The facts of a standard textbook are to be learned in the course
of a single year, Whatever the teacher's ideas as to the purpose of
the work, the methods to be employed, the things to be read, etc,,
practically only one course is left open to her; she must teach the
textbook,"

Similar testimony from the Leavenworth, Kansas survey: (3)
Unfortunately the grade teacher in Kanses is bound down to a
state text which she is required to teach, This is not the fault of
the Leavenworth tee.éhers. vesesssss The textbook should be merely a
guide, and the teachers should work with the pupils in studying history]
rather than baving them recite history,"
From the Gary survey of 1918: (i)
"The official course of study is not intended to limit the teach-
er's personality or freedom, and teachers are expressly enjoined to
adapt their instruction to the needs of their particular schools and

commnities, On the other hand, the state prescribes a uniform series

of textbooks, The fact remains that the legally designated text may
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hamper a competent and progressive teacher,®
From Delaware comes the charge that lack of supervision is respont

sible for the too extensive use of textbooks: (5)

"They (the teachers) meed guidence and supervision, and this the
present system does not supply. The result is that prescribed text-
books, literally followed, constitute the course of study in the ele-
mentary schools of Delaware,." |

From the survey of the Missouri public schools conducted by G, D.
Strayer and N, L. Engelhardt in 1929: (6)

®In Missouri schools, as in most American schools, textbooks are
an‘ important part of the machinery of instruction, %o a considerable
extent they determine both the content and the method of instruction.
This is of necessity true when teachers are not well trained; when
| competent professional supervision is generally lacking; and when ref-
erence materials are scarce, unsuitable, and inadequate, In practice
the textbook is the course of study in most Missowri schools.®
From Wthe foregoing extracts it would appear that for many reasons
the text often constitutes the course of sfudy. It would seem that too

mch 1mpor£a.nce cannot be placed upon the selection of a textbook,
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THE PROBLEM

It is not the purpose of this thesis to determine the best his-
tory textbook for seventh and eighth grade history classes, This
would be menifestly impossible, Different interests are found in dif-
ferent sections of the country; It is possible that the West, for ex~-
ample, would choose a history devoting a large percentage of the ma-
terial to the development of the West, While such a textbook might
f£i1l the needs of the West, it would perhaps be in disfavor in the
South, |

Since the textbook has been found to be of such great importance
in American education and since the best textbook for all schools can-|
not be determined, it is the purpose of this thesis to analyze eleven
of the leading seventh and eighth grade history textbooks and to set
forth clearly the features of each., An effort has been made to tabu-
late all points of importance, so that the reader may see at a glance

the relative value of each book on any given point.
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METHOD OF PROCEDURE

In order that the analysis and comparison of the various text-
books be as objective as possible, an outline was devised, The more
objective the outline, the less tendency there is to subjective judg-
ment, This outline, while not similar to, except in a few respects,
was suggested by Dezn C. R. Maxwell's article in the Thirtieth Year-
book of the National Society for the Study of Education,

In making the outline some of the important features of the books
were taken into consideration. Each book was checked carefully and
the findings recorded under the corresponding head in the outline,
These findings wére then grouped.,

Tre following is the outline used in analyzing and comparing the

texthooks:

AN OUTLINE BRIEF FOR THE EXAMINATION OF HISTORIES
I. GENERAL MAKE-UP
1, Binding

(a) Is it substantial?

(b) Is it attractive?

2, Typography

(2) Is the type oven and clear?

(b) Are different kinds of type used?

I1. LENGTH

How does the lenzth of the book comvare with the amount of
time to be spent on it?




III. AIDS TO VISUALIZATION
1, Pictures:

(a) Number! Are they plentiful?

(b) Are they clear and well printed?

(c) Are they vpertinent to the texi?

(d) Do they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of
reality?

(e) Are their sources indicated?

(£) Are they of historical value?

(g) What is the principle of selection?
2. Diagrams and graphs:

(a) What type of fact 1s so presented?

(b) Do _they really meke the fact clearer to the pupil?
Je Maps:

(2) Number and sized

(b) Are they accurate?

(c) Are they true to color keys?

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text?

(e) How much detail is given?
1V. REFERENCES

1, Are they suitable for elementary school pupils?

2. Are the references svecific or general?
3. Do they indicate title only or pages and chapters?

4, 1Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which
he is referred? ’

5. Are there references to other textbooks? To historical
novels? Poems? Source material?
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V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETIC.

1. Is there & good table of contents? Does it contain merely the
titles of chapters? 1s there any grouping of chaptersi JIs
the table of contents an xsis of the book? Is it so
arranged that any use can be made of it in teaching?

2, Is there a full index? Is it specific?
3. Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?

4, Are there division headings, marginal headings, section
headings? Are the sections or paragraphs numbered?

5. Footnotess
(a) Character of?

VI, SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL EELPS

1. Topics for special reports or research?

2. Date 1ists?
3. Summaries ?
4, Imagination exercises?
5. Drills?
6. Msp exercises?
VII. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE ?
VIII. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION
1, VWhat is the author's purpose and point of view?

2, Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

3. What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?
4, How much space is devoted to military history? '

5. How much space is devoted to social, economic and political
history?

6. Does the author try to any great extent to interpret history?

IX. ORGANIZATION

1., Does the narrative prozress to a definite end? Are csuse and
effect clearly traced?

X. METHOD
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KEY TO NUMBERING OF TEXTEOCKS

To make the analysis more objective and to prevent the undue

appearance of the names of authors and publishing houses, the text-

books are numbered,

TextbOOk HO. 1.00&:.0..00..0.0

TextbOOk NO. 2..0....0.0.0..0.

Qutboo}! No. 30.00...0.0.‘0'00
u.-............-.

Textbook No,

Textbook No,

5.0.0.000'0.00'0.

6000...00‘0000‘..

Textbook Yo,

Textbook No,

7...0..0.0.00000.

Textbook Noo 8 G0vcscccsnscone

T“tbOOk Noo 90000000000000-00

Textbook N0e 104ceervecccccoes

The following is a key to the numbering:

History of the United States,
Wilbur Fisk Gordy. 1929.
Charles Scribner's Sons, New York,

A History of the United States,
R, G, Thwaites and C, N, Kendall.
Revised by F. L, Paxson, 1930,
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

History of Our Country.
R. P, Halleck, 1930,
American Book Co,, New York.

The History of the American People.
Beard and Bagley. 1928,
The Macmillan Co., New York,

History of the United States,
Bourne and Benton. 1930,
D. C. Beath & Co,, Boston,

The Growth of a Nation.
Barker, Dodd and Webb, 1928,
Row, Peterson and Co,, New York.

The American Nation Yesterday and Today.

Tryon, Lingley and Morehouse, 1930,

Ginn & Co., Boston,

The Nation's Eistory.
Leonard and Jacobs., 1928.
Henry Holt & Co., New York.

The Story of Our Country.
West and West., 1929,
Allyn and Bacon, Boston.

History of the United States.
Mace - Bogardus, 1926,
Rand, McNally & Co,, Chicago,
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TextbOOk No. 110 S 600 T e TEPEELSELES SQhOOI HiStOI'y Of the Americ&n
People. Charles L. Robbins., 1929,
World Book Co., Yonkers-on-Hudson,

New York,

Following the analyses of the textbooks will be found a section
composed of charts and tables which should aid in the visualization
of some of the facts brought out in the analyses, Some material not
stressed in the analyses or specifically mentioned is illusirated
in this section, For example, Chart No, 7 shows a graphical com-
parison of political, social and economic history in percent of total
content, Chart No, 8 is a graphical comparison of content devoted to
international relations, and Chart No, 9 is a comparison of content
devoted to education, literature and art. Chart No, 10 is a graphi-
cal comparison of content devoted to the development of the West,

Aside from the charts mentioned, all other material has been

carefully covered in the analyses of the textbooks.,
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TEXTBOCK NO, 1
I. GENERAL MAKE-UP
1., Binding
(a) 1s it substantial? The binding of this textbook is a

substantial one of blue buckram.

(b) 1s it attractive? It is fairly attractive witha
medium blue binding and letters of yellow, A small
eagle panel adds to the appearance.

2, Typography
(a) 1s_the type open and clear? The type is open and clear

and printed on a good grade of ivory-colored paper, and
is very easily read.

(v) Are different kinds of type used? If so, for what pur-
pose? Marginal headings are in heavier type for em-
phasis, and suggestions and problems for the pupil given
at the end of each chapter are in heavier and smaller
type.

II. LENGTH
1, BHow does the length of the book compare with the amount of

time to be spent on i1t? The book contains 555 pages. In

the seventh grade 277 pages may be studied, leaving the re-
mainder for the work of the eighth grade., There is adequate
time in both grades to cover this amount of work,
III, AIDS TO VISUALIZATION
1, Pictures
(a) Number, Are they plentiful? There are four full page

illustrations, in color, and in addition there are 332
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illustrations in black and white.

(b) Are they clear and well printed? The pictures in this text-
book are quite clear and well printed. Many of them are re-
productions of paintings, photographs and poriraits,

(e¢) Are they pertinent to the text? The illustrations are
pertinent to the text and serve to emphasize text material,

(d) Do_they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of
reality? Most of the illustrations represent realities,

(e) Are their sources indicated? Many of the illustrations

acknowledge the source,
(f) Are they of historical wvalue?! Undoubtedly the illustrations

are of historical value,

(g) What is the principle of selection? The principle of se-
lection is to obtain illustrations which by their interest

will stimulate the pupil's enthusiasm,

2. Diagrams and graphs
(a) What type of fact is so presented? Diagrams and graphs are

used to convey statistical {nformation, Only two are used in
this book,

(b) Do_they really make the fact clearer to the pupil? Facts

~ are made much clearer to the pupil by means of this graphical
presentation,

3¢ Maps
(2) Number and size. In this textbook 48 maps are used: 7 double

page, 12 full page, 17 one-half page, and 12 one~-fourth page.
(b) Are they accurate? All maps used are accurate,
(c) Are they true to color keys? The maps are true to color

keys, and the black and white maps are true to the scale used
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(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? The maps are

carefully adapted to the text material,

(e) How much detail is given? Not a great deal of detail is

given in the maps proper, The things %o be shown are
not obscured by other features.

IV. REFERENCES

1.

2.

3.

De

Are they suitable for elementary school punils? References
glven are suitable for pupils of elementary schools.

Are the references specific or gemeral? References are

specific,

Do they indicate title only, or pages and chapters? Except
for fiction and poetry, pages and chapters are 1ndicated;

Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? Indication is made of the type of material

to which the pupil is being referred.
Are there references to other textbooks? To historical

novels? Poems? Source material? All of these types are

used as reference ma.terial;

V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1,

Is there a good table of contents? Does it contain merely

the titles of chapters? JIs there any grouping of chapters?
Is the table of contents an analysis of the book? Is it so

arranged that any use can be made of it in teaching?

The table of contents contains the names of chapters, also

sub-headings, There is a grouping of chapters into units,

The table of contents in this textbook might be considered

an analysis of the book, The unit grouping would be & teach-

ing aid,
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6.

Map exercises. The author does not use speciazl map exercises

VII. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE
Though written in a pleasing style, it seems a little difficult

for seventh grade pupils to comprehend. This fact may, however,

serve to stimmlate their interest, Presentation of material is

clear,
V1II, CHOICE OF MATERIAL, FROPORTIOR
1, What is the author's purpose and point of view? Gordy

2.

Se

states that his textbook has two outstanding purposes, The
firast purpése is to help the boys and girls of our schools

to discover Americe as it is today, in the first half of the
twentieth century. Prominence is given to the westward move-
ment, for he recognizes that this movement has been one of
the most powerful forces in American life, The second pur-
pose of this book is to develop in the pupil a spirit of co-
operation with others in patriotic service, and this purpose
is best carried out by presenting great and good men and
women as examples worthy of imitation, There is no partisan
bias in the authort!s viewpoint and he writes in a spirit of

fairness and justice,

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Emphasis is placed upon the natural development in logical
sequence, of our national institutions,

What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

Of the total mmber of pages, 32.1 percent is devoted to the
period %o and including the Revolutionary War; 32,6 percent

is devoted to the period from the conclusion of the Revolu-
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tionary War to the Civil War; while 35.3 percent is devoted
to the period from the end of the Civil War to the present
tins,

4, How much spece is devoted to military history? About 16,5
percent of the total number of pages is devoted to military

history., Gordy, however, does not seem to glorify war, tho‘
his discussions of military history are sometimes rather
lengthy.as compared to other textbooks,

5. How much space is devoted to social, ecomomic and political
sto About 68,5 percent of the total number of pages

1s devoted to this type of information,
6. Does the author try to any great extent to interpret history?

Gordy does not attempt interpretation of history; he merely
glves a statement of facts, |
IX, ORGANIZATION

1, Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause
and effect traced clearly? ZThis history begins with the

story of Americals Buropean background and proceeds in an
orderly and logical mammer, giving to each historical event
its cause and effect, to the present time,
X, METHOD

1, Historical events are organized in logical groups, or units,
and at the seme time their chronological sequence is in a
large measure preserved, The method of organization is con-
ducive to the arousing of interest and the stimmlating of
thought, Numerous suggestions are given whose purpose it is
to stimlate those mexital processes that must be called into
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play if history is to become dynamic and vital in the class-
room, In paragraph headings, statements of central issues
stand out in logical association with the discussion of
large movements, Questions and progress at the end of each
chapter help the pupil to interpret the facts of the text

in terms of his own experience, The review plans for direct-
ed study which follow immediately the body of ths text aid
the pupil in the reorganization of his knowledge, Wherever
possible, strong and masterful leaders have been made prom-
inent in order that an appeal may be made to the heart and

will of the pupil.
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TEXTBOCK NO, 2

I. GENERAL MAKE-UP

1. Binding
(2) Is it substantial? This textbook 1s bound in blue buck-

rem, It lacks the special reinforcing tape, but seems to
be well bound, It is sewed with a special stitch which
holds the sections in place, It will probably serve sat-

isfactorily for several years,
(b) Is it attractive? This textbook is bound in plain blue

buckram. The title is in raised letters of the same colonr;
While the book is not depressing in its effect on pupils,
it lacks some of the attractive features which would make
it more desirable.

2, Typography

(a) Is the type open and clear? The type is clear and dis-
tinct and is printed on a good grade of book paper which

is ivory in color, thus preventing excessive reflection of
light, The type is easy to read and is not marred by
printing showing thru from the opposite side of the paper.
(b) Are different kinds of tyve used? If so, for what purpose]

Yes, bold-facer type is used for chapter and paragraph
headings, The footnotes are put in smaller type. Italics
are not used to set out important statements, Questions

at end of chaptersare in small type.

II. LENGTH

1, How does the length of the book compare with the smount of




1,

2.
3e

time spent on it? This textbook contains 569 pages; 263

pages are generally used in the seventh grade, leaving 306 for

the eighth grade, This is ample work, btut still can be cov-

ered in a thoro manner,

III, AIDS TO VISUALIZARION

Pictures

(a)

(v)

(e)

(a)

Number., Are they plemtiful? There are 166 illustrations
in this bvook,

Are they clear and well printed? Most of the pictures

are clear, The portrait pictures are clear, The black
and white drawings are not attractive., Many of the pic~-
tures are from old prints,

Are they pertinent to the text? Each illustration is used

to depict some historical incident, Each picture illus-
trates some point in the body of the text, These pictures
are somewhat above the average in clearness and detail.

Do_they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of

reality? kﬂany of the pictures are from contemporary en-
gravings and no doubt represent realities as nearly as

it is possible for them to be represented,

(e) Are they of historical value? Yes, the old engravings

()

are as accurate as anything we have,

What is the principle of selection? They represent a tym

of picture which should create an interest and present his-

tory by a visual method,

Diagrams and egraphs., Diagrams and graphs are not used.

Maps

L () Mumher and-size.
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There are 49 maps used in all, Most of them are less thap
one-half page in size and uncolored, There are two double
page maps and five single page maps,

(b) Are they accurate? As far as can be determined the maps are

drawn to scale and are accurate., Authors do not show a
scale of miles, exceptinz on double page maps.
(c) Are they true to color keys? Yes, altho the coloring lacks

contrast, which makes the maps extremely hard to read. The
best example of this is on the double page map following

page 543,
(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? The maps seem to be

well placed and are on the same page with the discussion,
(e) How much detail is given? Most meps are not detailed, show-

ing only the feature under discussion, The large meps show
& complete detail of rivers, mountains and important cities,

1V. HEFERENCES
1, Are they sultable for elementary school pupils? Yes, lists

are given for teachers and for pupils, They are given at the
endsof divisions and not at chapter endings, There are four
lists of reference in the book, The lists are good, but not
readily accessible,

2, Are the references specific or general? Specific. They apply

to pertinent material,

3, Do_they indicate title only, or pages and chapters? The

title and chapter are given in most cases, btut only the title

when the entire book is referred to.
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4.

5.

I8 _the vupil made conscious of the material to which he is

reforred? The title is self-explanatory in most cases, 1f
it is not,a short note of explanation is given,

Are there references to other textbooks? To historical

novels? Poems? Source material? Bach of these types are

used,

V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC,

1.

2,

3.

5.

Is there a good table of contents? Does it contain merely
titles of chapters? Is there any grouping of chapters? 1s

the table of contents an snalysis of the book? Is it so

arranged that it can be used for teaching? There is a com-

Plete table of contents, with page references, The chapters
are grouped into divisions, The table of contents gives a
complete analysis of the book and is a good teaching aid,
Is there a full index? Is it specific? There are 17 pages

of index, It is complete and cross-indexed, It gives the

specific page reference,

Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?

The words are marked with the diacritical merkings in the
index, It is much better, from the pupils! point of view,
to have the words promounced in the body of the text.

Are there divisional headings, marginal headings, sectional
headings? There are divisional and sectional headings,

Marginal headings are not used,

Footnotes.

(a) Character of: Ninety percent of the pages have foot-

notes., They are used to introduce minor facts, (Pacts




2 22 =

of importance should be introduced in the body of the text

and not in footnotes,)

V1. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1.

2.

3.

5.

Topics for special reports and research
Each chapter has a list of study and test questions, and a

1list of composition subjects, This ad.ditionalrmaterial pro-
vides for individual work,
Date lists

At the end of each chapter the important dates are givea.
There is no other date list given,

Summaries |

Bach chapter ends with questions and compositiozi subjects,
In a few cases a chapter outline is given, There are no
summaries as such in this textbook,

Imagination exercisoes
E N

At the ends of chapters the composition questions feike care

of this type of exercise,
Drills

There are study questions at the end of each chepter. ¥No
other drills are used,
Map exercises

The only map drills are questions in regard to certain maps
and directions for drawing maps, showing important cities

and battles,

VII. LANGUAGE AND VOCABULARY

This textbook is easy to read and carries the pupils' interest,

The ideas and facts are presented in an interesting manner,
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There is no evidence that the book has been made easy to read

intentionally.

VIII. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION

1.

3.

56

What is the author's vurpose and point of view? The authors

have subordinated unimportant facts and events in American
history to the essentials, This has made it possidle to
give more time to the really great periods in American history

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

The type of event which has been far-reaching and of great
consequence to the past as well as to the future generations,

What is the relative space devoted to the different veriods?

This pook contains 569 pages: 35,4 percent to and including
the Revolution, 36,3 percent from the Revolution thru the
Civil War, 28.3 percent from the Civil War to the present
time,

How much space is devoted $o military history? About 13 per-

cent of this textbook is given over to military history.
There is no glorification of war, Battles are mentioned
briefly and only insofar as their outcome affected history,

How much space is devoted to sociasl, economic and political

history? About 78,5 percent of this book is devoted to

these types of history.

Does the author to any great extent try to interpret history?

Facts are given rather than opinions, Points at issue are

treated from both sides.
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IX. ORGANIZATION

1. Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? This textbook traces the development]

of our country from its Buropean beginning to the present
time, It emphasizes the important events and their results,
X. METEOD
1, The chapters are organized around periods in our history,
It sets forth questions to be solved, stimulating the imeg-
ination of the pupil. The paragraph serves as a guide, show-
ing the pupil what he should learn, and is a guide to histor-

ical events of importance
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TEXTBOOK NO. 3
I. GENERAL MAKE-UP
1, Binding
(a) Is it substantial? This book is well bound in buckrem,
is iell sewed and will last for several yeé.rs.
(b) Is it attractive? This book is bound in tan buckram
with an attractive shield stamped on the front cover,
The color is too light for hard service because of its
susceptibility to soiling.
2. Typography
(a) Is the type open and clear? The type is clear and dis-

tinct, It is printed on a good grzde of book paper, The
paper is somewhat whiter than that used in many textbooks
and gives some reflection in a strong light,

(b) Are different kinds of type used? Large bold-faced type

is used for chapter and paragraph heaedings, The names of
ships, the titles of books and a few important phrases are
in italics, ZElite type is used for questions,

II. LENGTE

1. How does the length of the book compare with the amount of

$ime to be spent on it? The book contains 538 pages, 24 for

the seventh grade and 294 for the eighth grade work., This
makes less than 3 pages per day. Extra work is given at the
ends of chapters so that the more rzpid groups may have ample
work,

III, AIDS TO VISUALIZATION

1. Pictures
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2.

(2) Number? Are they plentiful? There are 216 illustratioms.

(t) Are they clear and well printed? The pictures in most

cases are black and white drawings. The pictures of later
events and scenes are photographs, The drawings are taken
from contemporary drawings and paintings.

(c) Are they pertinent to the text? Each illustration is

used to make more forceful some incidents or conditions
in history, The pictures are well placed in regard to
reading matter,

(d) Do _they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of

reality? The pictures are actual photographs or copies
of contemporary drawings and paintings and represent a
very near approach to reality.,

(e) Are their sources indicated? Most of the origins are

indicated, altho the artist is not mentioned except in
a few cases,

(f) Are they of historical value? Yes, each picture is an

attempt to visualize some important event or conditionm,

(g) Wnat is the principle of selection? Pictures were

selected which tend to clarify points made in the text,

Diagrams and graphs
(a) What_type of fact is so presented?

No diagrams nor graphs are used in this book,

(b) Do they really mske the fact clear to the pupill

Yo diagrams are used,
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3¢ Maps
(2) Fumber and size. Comparatively few maps are used in

this textbook--only 41 in all, There are 10 full page
maps and 1 double page map., The rest are one~half page
in size, or less.

(b) Are they accurate? Yes, as far as can be determined.

(c) Are they true o color keys?! The larger maps are color-

ed and are true to the key, altho often hard to distin-
&uish, too many things being shown on one map,

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? Zach map shows
at least one thing which the text is striving to teach,

On several maps too many things are show.
(e) How much detail is ziven? All details of historical

value are given.

1V, REFERENCES
1, Are they suitable for elementary school pupils? TYes,

2, Are the references specific or general? Specific. They cover

the question involved,
3+ Do_they indicate only the title, or pages and chapters?
They are very definite, giving the page in the reference

volume,

4, Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? In most cases the title is self-explanatory.

In cases where it is not, no explanation is given,

5. Are there references to other textbooks? To historical novelsl

Poems? Source material? All of these types of material are

used.
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V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1, Is there a good table of contents? Does it contain merely the
titles of chapters? Js there any grouping of chapters? ;[_g_ih;é
tcble of contents an analysis of the book? Is it so arranged
that use can be made of it in teaching?

The table of contents is simply a list of chapter headings,
There is no grouping of chapters. The table of contents is of

no teaching wvalue,
2. Is there a full index? Is it specific? There are 12 pages

of index. It is definite and cross-indexed. The printing is
very fine and hard to read,

3. Is_there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?

The words are pronounced in the body of the text the first
time they appear.,
4, Are there divisional headings? Marginal headings? Sectional

headings? Are the sections or para:ggb aphs mumbered?
There are divisional, chapter and paragraph headings, The

paragraphs are not numbered and no marginal headings are given,
5« Yootnotes
(a) Character of: XNo footnotes are used in this textboak,
V1. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS
1, Topics for special reports or research. At the end of each

chapter is a 1ist of suggested activities, This list does not
include any questions, but is more on the order of map studies

and discussion problems,

2. Date 1ists. There are no date lists used in this book,
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VII. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE

VI1I., CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION

1.

3. Summaries. There is a summary at the end of each chapter,
It consists of a number of points which need emphasis,
The summary is simply a list of events,

4, Imagination exercises. In the list of suggested activi-

ties there are many excellent imagination exercises,
5. Drills. ¥No drills are given in this book.

6. Map exercises. Many excellent map exercises are found
in the list of suggested activities at the end of each

chapter,

This textbook is written in language that is easily under-
stood by pupils of the seventh and eighth grades, While
the book is easily understood, it is not juvenile in tonme,
This textbook gives a wealth of interesting detail which
carries the pupil from topic to topic, keeping up interest,
The vocabulary in within the experience of pupils of
seventh and eighth grade ability.

What is the author's purpose and point of view?

This book aims to present from a modern point of view the main
facts of Ame:ica.n history in a simple, direct and living way.
The life, progress and industries of the people are especially
emphasized, This textbook shows how our forefathers helped to
set the standards for Americanism, and what ideals they gave

us, The pupil is shown how the work of Washington, Jefferson

and Marshall helped to make our country what it is today, The

new social aims of the twentieth century are equai.}y emphasizedk




2.

3.

5e

IX, ORGANIZATION

1,

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Upon the events which helped to develop our government and
institutions,

What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

The book contains 538 pages, about 39.7 percent of which is
devoted to the period of colonization to and including the Re-
volutionary War, about 36,9 percent to events from the Revolu-
tionary War thru the Civil War, and about 23.4 percent is de-
voted to history since the Civil War up to the present time,

How much space is devoted to military history? About 12,5

percent is devoted to military history. The wars and campaigng
are treated rather in detail. There is no glorification of

wal,.

How much space is devoted to social, economic and political

history? About 69.5 percent of this textbook deals with this
type of history, This is below the average for textbooks of
this kind.

Does the author try to any great extent to interpret history?

No. Facts are given rather than opinions, Points at issue

are presented justly,

Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? This textbook traces the evolution

of our country from its European beginnings to the present
in 2 logical, clear-cut manner, It emphasizes the important

events and sho_ws their later effect,
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X, METHOD
The important events are set out and discussed, Some facts are
listed in a summary at the end of each chapter so that, thru
repetition, they may be firmly fixed in the vupil's mind, The
activities suggested at the close of the chapter further fix
these events in the pupil's mind, These activities take the form
of problems or projects to be worked out, They devslop an under-

standing and appreciation of the people of former days,




TEXTBOOK NO. 4
1, GENERAL MAKE-UP
l, Binding
(a) Is it substantial? This history is substantially bound

in gray buckrem,
(b) Is it attractive? The book is quite attrzctive with its

gray buckram embellished by a 1little red coloring and
letters of black. It will not soil easily.

2. Typography
(a) Is_the type open and clear? The type is open and clear

and may be read very easily as it is printed on & good
grede of ivory-colored paper.
(b) Are different kinds of type used? If so, for what purpose?l

Bold-faced type sets off paragraph headings and italics
are used for subheadings and for points of special impor-
tance, Questions, exercises, projects and problems at the
ends of chapters are in smaller type than the body of the
text,
II., LENGTH
1, How does the length of the book compare with the amount of

time to be spent on it? The book contains 686 peges; 311

pages should be covered by the seventh grade, leaving the re-

maining 375 pages for the eighth grade work, This, with sup-

plementary reading, should prove adequate for both years' work.
III., AIDS TO VISUALIZATION

1, Pictures

(a) Number. Are they plentiful? There are 172 illustrations




. = 27 -

2,

3.

in this textbook,
(b) Are they clear and well printed? The illustrations are

¢lear and well printed, many of them being copies of en-

gravings or paintings,

(c) Are they pertinent to _the text? The pictures are perti-
nent to the text and are attractive emough to stimlate
interest in the pupil and arouse his enthusiasm,

(d) Do they represent reslities or fanciful conceptions of

realities? Practically all of the pictures represent

realities, as many of them are copies of famous paintings,
engravings and photographs,

(e) Are their sources indicated? Masny of the pictures indicatq
their source, The acknowledgment is made directly beneasth

the picture,
(£) Are they of historical wvalue? These illustrations are of

great value historically.,

(g) What is the principle of selection? The principle of se~
lection is to choose illustrations of quality which by a

visual method will clarify incidents of history for the
Mi.lo
Diagrams and graphs.

(a; Wnat type of fact is so presented? The author does not

make use of diagrams and graphs, but gives statistical in-
formation in maps,

Y¥aps |

(2) Mumber and size. This book contains 58 maps. There are

21 full-page, 27 one=-n2lf page, and 10 one-fourth page maps
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(b) Are they accurate? Maps given are accurate,

(c) Are they true to color keys? There are 11 colored maps,

which are true to their color keys. The rest are black
and white and are true to scale given.k

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? Maps are care-

fully chosen to suit text material,
(e) How much detail is given? Adequate detail is given for

the full comprehension of each map study.
IV. REFERENCES

l. Are they suitable for elementary school pupils?

References are suitable for elementary school pupils,

2, Are the references specific or general? References are

specific and pertinent to text material,

3. Do they indicate titles only or pages and chapters?

Titles, chapters, and in many cases, in fact wherever neces-
sary, pages also are indicated,
4, Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? The kind of material to which a pupil is

being referred is clear from the text content,

5« Are there references to other textbooks? To historical novelsi

Poems? Source material? Rach of these types of supplementary
material, with the exception of poetry, is used,
V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1. Is there a good table of contents? Does it contain merely the

fitles of chepters? 1Is there any grouping of chapters? 1s

the table of contents an analysis of the book? Is it so ar-

ranged that use can be made of it in teaching?
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3.

k.

5.

V1. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1.

3.

Footnotes

r

The text is divided intoc seven units. These are given in the
table of contents as well as the chapter titles, This groups
the chepters, each under some larger unit, The table of con-
tents might thus be considered an analysis of the book, Be-

cause of its unit arrangement it would be a valuable asset in

teaching,
Is there a full index? Is it specific? The index of the

textbook contains 21 pages and is specific.

Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?

Pronunciations of difficult words are given in the index pro-

per.

Are there divisional headings, margsinal headings, sectional

beadinzs? Are the paragrephs numbered? Division and chapter

headings are given in the table of contents, Chapter, section
and paragraph headings are given in the body of the text,

Chapters and sections are numbered, but paragraphs are not,

(a) Character of:
Very few footnotes are given and these give additional

expository materizl.

Tcm;cs for special reports or researcii_. At the end of each

chapter there are projects and problems for further study.
This provides suggestions for special reports or research,

Date lists. Short date lists are given at the end of some of

the chapters,

Summaries. The author does not make use of summaries, except
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4,

5.

6.

VII. LANGUAGE, VOCAEULARY, STYLE

VIII. CEOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION

1.

2.

3e

in the form of outlines at the end of each general period,
Imagination exercises. The questions and exercises, proj-
ects and problems for further study given at the end of each
chepter stimulate the imagination of the pupils,

Drills. The questions and exercises at fhe end of each chap-

ter are drill material.
Msp exercises. Map exercises are given at the end of each

chapter in the questions,

This textbook is written in a simple, pleasing style. The
vocabulary used is not too elementary for seventh and eighth
grade pupils, and at times it challenges their interest, '

The book is written in a unified, coherent manner, which makes

it easy to understand,

What is the author's point of view? The authors' purpose

is the preparation of children for citizenship thru an under-
standing of the ideals, institutions, achievements and prob-
lems of our country. It is a history desiéned. to explain the
present rather than to gratify curiosity and entertain, Their
point of view is impartial and unbiased.

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Bmphasis is placed upon the growth and development of American

institutions and an interpretation of present history in terms

of the past,
What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

Of the total number of pages, 28,3 percent is devoted to the




period of colonization up to and including the Revolutionary
War, 36.8 percent to the period from the conclusion of the
Revolutionary War to the conclusion of the Civil War, and
34.9 percent to the period from the close of the Civil War to
the present time. |

4, How much space is devoted to military history? Only about

8 percent of the total number of pages is devoted to military
history, There is no glorification of war,
5. BHow much space is devoted to social, economic and political

history? The suthors devote about 76.5 percent of the text

to the dissemination of this type of information.

6. Does_the author try, to any grest extent, to interpret history
No attempt is made by the authors to interpret history. They

merely state facts,

IX, ORGANIZATION

1, Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? This book is well planned and organ-
ized, It beginé with the early background of America, the
Buropean influences and the beginnings of America, American
development is logically traced with the relating of important
events, their causes and effects, up to the preseat time,

X. METHCD
The authors of this textbook are striving to give pupils a
sense of historical continuity. To carry this out, they have
divided the whole field of American history into periods and
topics, After deciding upon the fundamentals necessary in a

book of historical instruction, they divided each fundamental




into its essential parts, The topical method of treatment

takes precedence over the purely chronologicsal,

By means of summary reviews at the end of each general period,
the pupil's interest is centered upon the really significant

events,
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TEXTBOCK NO. 5
1. GENERAL MAXKE-UP
1. Binding
(2) Is it substantial? This textbook has a fairly substantial

binding of dbrown buckram,

(b) Is it attractive? The binding is an unattractive brown one

with letters of bdlack, There is nothing in its appearance
which would appeal to junior high school pupils.
2. Typography '

(a) Is the type open and clear? The type is open, clear and

easily read, It is printed on a good grade of ivory-
colored paper.
~ (b) Are different kinds of type used? If so, for what

 purpose? Bold-face type is used for topical headings.
Questions at the end of each chapter are printed in smaller
type than is used in the text material, This is done for
emphasis,
11, LENGTH

1, How does the length of the book compare with the amount of

time to be spent on it? The book contains 543 pages, 214 of

which could easily be covered in the seventh yeer, leaving
229 pages for eighth grade work,
I1I1I. AIDS TO VISUALIZATION
1, Pictures

(a) Number. Are they plentiful? There are 274 illustra-

tions in this bdook,

(b) Are they clear and well printed? There are & few

rather attractive colored illustrations, Most of the
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others are drawings end are fairly well printed.
(c) Are they pertinent to the text? The illustrations given

are pertinent to the text and are given with the idea of

stimlating and widening the pupil's interest,

(d) Do_they represent realities or famciful conceptions of
reality? Most of the illustrations are representative of

realities,

(e) Are their sources indicated? Very few sources are in-

dicated, If acknowledgment of a source is made, it is
glven directly below the illustration.

(f) Are they of historical value? Illustrations given are
of historical value,

(g) What is the principle of selection? The principle of se-
lection is to create new interest for the pupil by a

visual method,

2. Diagrams and graphs
(a) What type of fact is so presented? The suthor does not

make use of many diagrams and grephs, but the type of fact
conveyed by those presented is that of statistical infor-

mation,

(b) Do_they really make the fact clearer to the pupil?

Graphical presentation increases the child's understanding
of facts which might otherwise be difficult of comprehen-
sion,
3. Maps
(a) Mumber and size. This book conteins 72 maps, There are

6 double page maps, 11 full page maps, and about an equal
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2.

3.
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VI. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1,

2.

3.

Is there a full index? Is it specific? The index contains

but 13 pages, However, it is adequate and specific,

Is_there a pronouncing vocsbulery, glossary or index?
Pronunciations are contained in the index proper.
Are there divisional headings, marginal headings, sectionmal

headings? Are the sections or parsgraphs numbered?
Chapter and paragraph headings are indicated in the body of

the text, Chapters are numbered, but paragraphs are not,

Footnotes

(a) Character of: There are a number of short footnotes

which give explanatory material.

Dopics for special reports or research

At the end of each chapter there is a set of test questions
and exercises which might encourage special reports or researck
No specific report lists are given, however,

Date lists. Short 1ists of important dates are found at the
end of each chapter.,

Summaries . This textbook uses no summaries,

Imasination exercises. The questions given at the end of
each chapter might, to a limited extent, encourage imagination
development,

Drills. Review drills are given at the end of scme chapters.

Map exercises. No specific map exercises are given,
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VIiI, LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY AND STYLZ

This textbook is written in a very pleasing style in a vo-
cabulary which is easily understood by seventh and eighth

grade pupils, The language used is simple and direct,

VIIl. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION

1.

3

What is the author's purpose and point of view?
The purpose in the earlier part of the book is to present the

simpler features of the European origins of civilization and
the European background, or the tendencies in European history
which illustrzte the influence of forces similar to those act-
ing in American history. The authors state that the purpose
of this textbook is to emphasize those matters most important
for young people to know, not only that they may understand
how the United States came to be what it is today, but also
that they may interpret historically, and therefore soundly,
the questions that are now pressing for solution, The view-

point is that of an impartial observer,

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Emphasis is placed upon the organization of civilized 1life in
this vast area of the United States in the space of three or
four centuries, The westward movement has been emphasized as
has the geographical setting of American history,

What is the relative space devoted to the different veriods?

Of the total number of mages, 35,1t percent is devoted to the
period before and including the Revolution, 37,5 percent is
devoted to the period from the end of the Revolution to the

end of the Civil War, and 27.1 percent to the period from the
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6.

IX, ORGANIZATION
1.

X. METHOD

end of the Civil War to the present time,
How much space is devoted to military history? Omnly about

12 percent of the total number of pages is devoted to mili-
tary history, The authors do not glorify war, nor do military

heroes receive more honor than do hercesof peace,

How much space is devoted to social, economic and political

history? About 74,5 percent of the total number of pages is

devoted to this type of information,
Does _the author try to any great extent to interpret history?

No attempt at interpretation of history is made,

Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? The authors of this book have begun
their narrative with the effect of European civilization upon

America and have led logically on from early discoveries in
America to the natural development of the country up to the
present time, duly emphasizing important events with their
causes and effects,

Each chapter has been made a complete unit, doubly coherent
because of the list of quegtions, exercises and dates at the
end, which center the pupilts attention upon the most vital
and fundamental facts contained therein. Thus, definite goals

are set up for the pupil by the authors,
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TEXTBOCZ NO. 6
1. GENERAL MAKE-UP

1. Binding
(a) Is it substantial? The binding on this book is fabrikoid,

which is especially desirable for school use because of
its ability to stand hard usage and the readiness with
which it may be cleaned, The back is fastened on with
special reinforcing tape. The book is exceptionally
well bound,

(b) s it attractive?! The binding is royal bdlue with gold

lettering, A cleverly designed compass on the front
cover adds much to the appearance of the book, It is a
very attractive book,
2. Typography
(a) Is the type clear and open? In parts of the book the
printing is very hard to read, This is due to the thin-

ness of the paper, which allows the printing on the op-
posite side to show thru; & very serious fault, In most

sections the printing is clear and distinct,

(b) Are different kinds of type used? 1f so, for what pur-

pose? Bold-faced type is used for chapter and paragraph
headings, Italics are not used in the body of the text
to emphasize important statements,
II., LENGTH
1. How does the length of the book compare with the amount of

time to be spent on it? The book contains 683 neges which

furnish ample work for seventh and eighth grades.
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III. AIDS TO VISUALIZATION

1.

Pictures
(a) Are they plentiful? There are 295 pictures in this book.

Most of these piciurcs ere drawings in colors,
(b) Are they clear and well printed?
The piciures are clesr in most casas, but show lack of

detail, The pictures of people are black and white draw-
ings, and, in most cases, are not very good,

(c) Are they pertinent to the text? While the pictures are
not especially clear and lack detail, there is always
found in the body of the text adjoining the picture some
discussion in which the picture plays an important part,
The drawings do not have the real appearance that would
have been given by the actual photograph,

(4) Do_they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of

reality? The pictures are redrawn from paintings and
0ld prints, The drawings fail to give an atmosphere of
reality, Some of them are not accurate, but are the
products of the artist's imagination. (For example, pic-
tures opposite page 107.)

(e) Are their sources indicated? About 25 percent of the

~ pictures do not mention in the legend the source from
which the picture was obtained, About 60 percent of the
pictures do not mention the artist,
(f) Are they of historical value? Yes, altho inferior to

actual photographs or photographic reproduction,
(g) What is the orinciple of selection? To select pictures

which will create interest and present history by a
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visual method,

2, Diagrams and graphs
(a) What type of fact is so presented? This textbook uses

no graphs,
(b) Do_they really make the fact clear to the puoil?

¥o help of this kind is given.

3. Maps
(a) Number and size. There are 45 maps used in this book,

There are 1 double-page, 19 full-page and 7 quarter-page
meps,
(b) Are they accurate? As far as can be checked, the maps
are accurate., There is no scale of miles used on any map
in this textbook, A few product maps are distorted to
some extent, but the political maps are not distorted,

(c) Are they true to color keys? Yes, With the exception ¢f

the quarter page maps, they are colored. . The required
information can be found on each map, altho the black and
white map is more d.istinct;

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? The maps illus-

trate the points brought out in the text, Some of the
maps have been especially prepared while others are iype
maps and mey be found in any textbook. Each of these

types of meterial is utilized,

(e) How much detail is given? Only the ocutstanding features

are given, The maps do not have any of the finer detail
work, The maps are adequate 2nd show all that the legend

mentions,
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1.

2.

3.

IV. REFERENCES

V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS

Are they suitable for elementary school pupils? Yes. A4ll

lists of references given are for both teacher and pupil.
Are the references specific or general? In about one-half of
the references mentioned, the page is given, The others sim-
Ply refer to the book,.

Do they indicate title only or pages and chapters? About one-
half of the references are mentioned by title only; the others

meﬁtion page and chapter, making it much easier for the pupil

to find the desired material.

Is the wupil made conscious of the kind of material to which
he is referred? Where the title is not self-explanatory, the
type of material is indicated,

Are there references to other textbooks? Po historical novels?

Poems? Source material? Yes,

Is there a good table of contents? The text is divided into
seven main parts, The table of contents simply divides the

chapter headings into seven groups., It does not give a detail-
ed analysis of the book, It is not of great teaching value,
Is there a full index? Js it specific? The index covers

20 pages and is specific, giving the page and cross references,

Is_there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary and index?
There is no 1list in this book, either in the body of the text

or at chapter endings or at the end of the text, Proper nouns

are not pronounced,
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4, Are there divisional headings, marginal headings, sectionmal

headings? Are the sections or paragraphs numbered?

Chapter and divisional headings are the only ones used in
this text.

5. Footnotes

(a) Character of: This textbook does not use footnotes,

The use of footnotes is of minor importance,

VI. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL EELPS
1, Z2opics for special reports or research. At the end of each

section, groups of study questions are inserted, These ques-

tions include map studies as well as test questions, This
additional material provides for individual difference to
some extent.

2. Date 1lists. There are no date lists given as such in this
textbook,

3¢ Summaries. There is a complete sumary at the end of each
chapter, It stands as part of the text, the same sizedtype
being used, The summary makes a restatement of the subject
matter in kmitting together the details of the chapter,

4, Imagination exercises. Nothing of this type is used in this

bOOko

5¢ Drills. There is very little drill material in this textbook,

The questions and map studies at the end of each section are

all that is included,

6. Map exercises. There are excellent map studies placed opposit
certain important maps, At the end of each section are placed

questions referring to maps, Cross references to maps are in-

—
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serted frequently to make clear the proper relation of events,
V1l. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE
1. The language of this textbook is simple and is easily under-
stood by puplls of intermediate grades, It is a book in which
pupils should be interested because the value of its contents
1s made clear to them, The book is easy to read and under-
stand,
VIII. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION
1., What is the suthor's purpose and point of view? This text-
book is simple in organization and has been written so that
each chapter is an integrel part of the larger division, The
South and West receive greater emphasis than is usual in a
textbook for the upper grades, but no more than they deserve
according to the opinion of the writer of this thesis, The au-
| thors! aim has been the clear, accurate presentation of facts,
The full accomplishment of this aim has been realized thru
tracing important developments from their cause to their resul$

2. Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

The development of the government and other institutions due
to historical causes are emphasized,

3. What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

This book contains 683 pages: 29,5 percent is devéted to ma-
terial up to and including the Revolutionary War; 42,6 percent
is devoted to the period from the Revolution thru the Civil
War; and 27.9 percent is devoted to the period from the Civil

War to the present time,




k.

5.

IX, ORGANIZATION

1,

X, METHOD

1,

How much space is devoted to military history? ZEleven percent

of the total mumber of pages is devoted to war content. There|
is no glorification of war, The wars are discussed in a mat-
ter-of-fact manner,

How much space is devoted to social, economic and political

history? About 80.5 percent of the total number of pages
is devoted to this type of information, (See the accompanying
outline chart for detailed distribution of material.)

Does the author try to any great extent to interpret history?

Fact is given rather than opinion, Points at issuve are preQ

sented from both sides,

Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and
effect clearly traced? This textbook traces fhe evolution of
our country from our European beginnings to the present time
in a logical and clear-cut manner, carrying the narrative to a
formal conclusion, The impdrtant events are e:zrphasized.

This textbook starts each chapter with a brief statement as to
the purpokse of the chapter, It does not set up problems to be
solved at the beginning of the chapter, but makes a statement
of what the chapter is trying to show. At the end of the
chapter, questioﬁs are asked which necessitate a careful study

of the chapter,




TEXTBOOK NO. 7
I. GENERAL MAKE-UP
1. Binding
(2) Is it substantisl?

This textbook is well bound in tan buckram,

(b) Is it attractive? The tan buckram cover is made more

attractive by a harmoniocus blending of a light orange
shade, A small panel of George Washington and one of the
United States capitol building add to the attractiveness
of the volume; | This book will soil easily.

2. Typography

(2) Is the type open and clear? The type is open and clear

and is printed upon a good grade of ivory-toned paper,
thus making the print very readable,

(v) Are different kinds of type used? If so, for what pur-
pose? Bold-faced type is used for paragraph headings,
Smaller type is used for the listing of projects and ac~-
tivities, Italics are used for emphasizing important
words, phrases or sSentences,
II. LENGTH

1, How does the length of the book compare with the amount of

time to be spent on it? The book contains 651 pages; 331

pages could be covered by the seventh grade, leaving the re~
maining 320 pages to be covered during the eighth year, Tuais,

with supplementary work suggested, will provide abundant worik

for two years,




III. AIDS TO VISUALIZATION

1,

2.

Pictures

(2)

Number., Are they vlentiful? There are 191 illustrations
in the book,

(b) Are they clear and well printed? The pictures in this

(c)

(a)

(e)

(£)

(g)

book are unusually good, Eight colored plates add to the
attractiveness of the volume, They are reproductions of
photographs, famous peintings, contemporary prints, wood-
cuts and photographs of reconstructed scenes,

Are they vertinent to the text? Pictures have been care-

fully selected and are pertinent to the text,
Do_they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of
reality? Practically all of the illustrations represent

realities,

Are their sources indicated? A number of the sources of

{11lustrations are indicated,

Are they of historical value? They are of great histori-

cal value as they serve to supplement and illuminate the

text,
What is the principle of selection? The principle of seled}

tion is to rigorously choose bona fide history-teaching

plictures,

Diagrams and graphs

(a)

(v)

What type of fact is so oresented? Only two bar graphs are

used., They serve to present statistical information and to

objectify abstract figures,

Do they really mske the fect clearer to the pupil? By this
means the pupil is able to comprehend material which other-

wise wo nd
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3.

IV. REFERENCES

1,

2.

3.

5¢

chapters are not indicated, Only the titles are given,

Maps
(2) Number and size. This book has 46 maps, There are 10

double page, 18 full page and 18 one-half page maps.

(b) Are they sccurate? Maps used in this book are accurate,

(c) Are they true to color keys? Colored maps given are true

to color keys. Black and white maps conform to the scale

given,

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? Maps show careful
selection and adaptation to the text,

(e) How much detail is given? The maps are not cluttered by
detail, but adequate explanation is given for each.

Are they suitable for elementary school pupils? The refer-

ences are especially appropriate for elementary school pupils
in that they have been compiled, then recompiled after consultat
tion with librarians of elementary school reference books,
Are the references specific or general? References are
specific,

Do _they indicate title only or pages and chepters? Pages and

Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? Explanation of each book listed is given,
This gives the pupll a good idea of the kind of material to

which he is being referred.

Are there references to other textbooks? To historical novels?

Poems? Source material? The authors make use of all these

different types of reference material excepting poetry. There
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V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETIC.

1.

2.

3.

is a great deal of historical fiction listed,

Is there & good table of contents? Does it contain merely the

titles of chapters? 1s there any grouping of chapters? 18

the table of contents an analysis of the book? I8 it so ar-

ranged that use can be made of it in teaching?

A table of contents in the front of the book lists the fore-

word, the twelve book libraries, the eight divisions into which
the book is divided with their nemes, the four appendices, and
the index., Bach division has a table of contents which lists
the units by name and the chapters belonglng to each unit.
This gives quite an efficient organization and grouping of
chapters and should aid greatly in teaching the material, The
table of contents might be called an analysis of the book as it
is so complete,

Is there a full index? Is it specific?! This book contains

a specific index of 13 pages.

Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?

Pronunciations are given in the index proper.

Are there division headings, marginal headings, sectional

headings? Are the sections or paragraphs numbered?
Division headings, unit headings and topic headings are all

listed in the table of contents, while division heedings, topic

headings and paragraph headings are all given in the body of

the text, Divisions, units and topics are mumbered, but the

paragravhs are not,
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5. Yootnotes
(a) Character of:  There are numerous footnotes, which con-
tain supplementary expository material,.
VI. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1, Fopics for special reporis or research. Projects and
activities are listed at the end of each chapter, These, as

well as the reading lists, give opportunity for interesting

reports and research,

2. Date lists. Important dates are given at the end of each
division, | |

3., Summaries. The asuthors of this textbook do not make use of

sumaries,

4, Imagination exercises. The projects and activities listed at

the end of each chapter stimulate the pupil's imagination,
5. Drills. Tests consisting of debates, round-table work and
notebook work are found at the end of each division,

6. Map exercises. Map exercises are given in the projects and

activities following each chapter and also in the test ques-
tions at the end of each division,
VIl. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE

The language used is charming, The style, tho simple, is
dignified, Ooncrete and definite material is used instead of
abstractions and generalizations, The words and expressions
are within the comprehension of seventh and eighth grade pupils
as is shown by comparison with standard word lists., When more
advanced technical words are used, they are carefully explained




VIII., CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTIOW

1.

2.

3.

What is the authors' purpose and point of view?

The authors'! purpose is to glve seventh and eighth grade pupilsg
a picture of the 1ife that the American people have lived and
at the same time to tell the story of the American nation in
the making.

The book gives not only political and economic history, but
introduces the intellectual, aesthetic and social aspects, It
is a book about people, not about abstract movements. The
viewpoint of the authors is impartial,

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Development of institutions of government is stressed, and the
emphasis in this textbook is placed on the more recent periods
of American history, The year 1865 is the dividing line be-
tween early and later events; 52 percent of the book is dévoted
to events prior to that date and 48 percent to those since then|

What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

Of the total mumber of pages, 36,3 percent is devoted to the
period up to and including the Revolutionary War; 36.3 percent
is devoted to the period from the close of the Revolutionary
War to the conclusion of the Civil War; and 27.l4 percent of the
total number of pages is devoted to the period from the end of
the Civil War to the present time,

How much space is devoted to military history? Only about 10.5

percent of the total number of pages is devoted to military

history, War is not glorified. While military heroes are giv-

en their place, so also arc heroes of peace,




5. How much space is devoted to social, economic and political

history? About 75.5 percent of the total content of the text:
sook is devoted to this type of information.

6. Does the author try, to any great extent, to interpret history}

Facts are given, but the authors do not try to interpret his-
tory by voicing their opinions on any question,

IX, ORGANIZATION
1, Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? Because of the excellent organization

of the book, the narrative proceeds most logically to a defi-
nite end, Division I takes up discovery, exploration and con-
quest, and the reader is led to see the important historical
events which have occurred in America since that time, with
their ceuses and effects, until he ends his text-reading with
Division VIII, "American in Our Fathers'! Time and in Qur Own",
X, METHOD

The whole text is divided into eight chronclogical divisions,
each division into three or more units, each uni.tk into two or
more topics, and the topics into a mmber of headings or para-
graphs, The outstanding features of a division are hinted at
in its name. The units of each division may be thought of as
problems, The pupil is encouraged to find and state his owmn
problems, A combination of chronological and topical methods
has been used, The divisions are arranged chronologically, but
in the units within each division the material is treated topi-

cally. The projects and activities, with the test material
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and supplementary reference material 1listed, are all devices
for stimilating thought, 1nterasf. and enthusiasm on the part

of the pupil,
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TEXTBOCK NO, 8
1, GENERAL MAXE-UP
1, Binding

(a) Is it substantial? The book is well bound in buckrem,
It lacks any special reinforcing feature, but the binding
seems substantial as it is well sewed.

(b) Is it attractiver This history is most attractive ina
bdblue binding embellished with raised silver letters show-
ing the authorship and an attractive panel showing the
capitol dome,

2. Typography
(a) Is the type open and clear? The type is clear and easily

read with an outline at the beginning of each chapter in
smaller type.

(b) Are different kinds of type used? Bold-faced type marks
off topics, Italics are not used to a great extent,

II, LENGTH

1, How does the length of the book compare with the amount of
time to be spent on it? There are 548 pages in this book,

About 298 of these pages could be covered in the seventh year,
leaving 250 pages for the eighth year. |
III., AIDS TO VISUALIZATION
1, Pictures
(a) Number? Are they plentiful? There are 214 illustrations

in the book,

(b) Are they clear and well printed?  They are indefinite and

very poor, Drawings, rather than actual photographs, are
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2.

3.

used, Some reprints are used, but they are poor,

(c) Are they pertinent to the text? They are pertinent to

the text,

(d) Do they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of

reality? Supposedly they represent realities, but in
most cases they are poor representations,

(e) Are their sources indicated?  Only a few sources of

i1llustrations are given,

(f) Are they of historical value? They are historically

valuable to a very limited extent.

(g) What is the principle of selection? The underlying
principle is the aim to present history visually.

Diagrams and graphs

(a) What type of fact is so premented? No diagrams nor graphq

are used in this history.
Maps
(a) ¥umber and size. There are 82 maps in this history;

many of them small illustrations, not more than one-half
page in size. There are 39 maps of half-page size,
and only 19 are full-page illustrations.

(b) Are they accurate? Maps are accurately presented.

(c) Are they true to color keys? All maps in this book are

black and white,
(4) Are they carefully adapted to the text? Maps are care-

fully adapted to the subject matter of the text,

(e) How much detail is given? Adequate detail is givenm, and

explanatory notes under the maps aid in making each
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IV, REFERENCES

1.

2e

30

De

V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1.

2.

presentation clearer,

Are they suitable for elementary school pupils? References

given are suitable for elementary school pupils,

Are the references specific or general? References are

specific,
Do they indicate title only or pages and chapters? Pages and

chapters are indicated in the outline at the beginning of each
chapter. In addition to this, there is a most complete 1list

of a minimum reference library given in the front of the book,

Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? The type of material to which he is being

referred is clearly indicated.
Are there references to other textbooks? To historical novels?

Poems? Source material? There are references to other text-

books, to poems and to other source books given.

Is there a zood table of contents? Does it contain merely the

titles of chapters? Is there any srouping of chapters? Is

the table of contents an analysis? Is it so arranged that use

can be made of it in teaching? The table of contents is a

complete one with, however, only the names of chapters grouped
under the particular problems which they cover, This might

prove to be a teaching aid,
Is there a full index? Is it specific? The index to this

history covers 16 pages and is specific,
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3.

4, Are there division headings, marginal headings, section

5e

VI. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1.

2.

3.

5e

Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?

This history does not have a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary

or index,

headings? Are the sections or paragraphs numbered?
Unit headings are given in the table of contents, while chaptef

1

and paragraph headings are indicated in the body of the text,

Paragrephs are not numbered,

Footnotes

(a) Character of: There are numerous footnotes given

for the presentation of explanatory material,

Zopics for special reports or research. At the beginning

of each chapter an outline of the chapter, with indicated
supplementary material to be found in reference books, affords
ample opportunity for special reports or research,

Date 1ists. VNo date list is given, but important dates are
recorded in the body of the text,

Summaries. No summeries are given at the end of chapters,

but outlines at the beginning of each chapter aid materially
in an understanding of the material,
Imagination exercises. Immediately after the outline is

given at the beginning of each chapter, there are problems and
exercises which call forth the imagination and thought of the

pupil,
Drills. There are no special drills provided in this book.




-

6. Map exercises. There are no specific map exercises, with

the exception of suggested comparisons,

Vi1, LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE
The language of this textbook is simple enough for seventh
and eighth grade pupils, yet stimulating enough to be inter-
esting, The style of writing is straightforward and direct.

VIII, CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION
1. What is the authors! purpose and point of view? The objec-

tive in this book is the leading of the pupil to see the re-
lationship of our history to that of the world, the continulty
of events that have made us what we are, and the existence of
certain social and economic factors that are very powerful in

shaping our national well-being.

The viewpoint of the authors is that of keen observers of

historical data and is impartial.
2, Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Emphasis is placed upon the development of our national govern-
ment, with due time given to events which have made us what we
are and proper observance of certain very powerful social and

economic factors,

3, What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

Of this textbook, 33.6 percent'is devoted to the period up to
and including the Revolutionary War, 3h.6 percent to the period
from the end of the Revolutionary War to and including the
Civil War, and 31,8 percent to the period from the close of thd

Civil War to the present time,
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4,

e

IX, ORGANIZATION

1.

X. METHOD

1,

How much space is devoted to military history? Only about

10,5 percent of the total number of pages is devoted to mili-
tary history. There are same dramatic accounts of battles,
but there is no glorification of war,

How much space is devoted to social, economic and politieal

history? About 80 percent of the textbook is devoted to
social, economic and political history.

Does the author try to any sreat extent to interpret history?

No attempt is made to interpret history. Facts are given;

opinions left for others to form,

Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect cleariy traced? This book begins with the gift of the

ancient world to us, the debt we owe to medieval Europe, the

picturing of the Europe that found America, and then continues
with the beginnings of our country and proceeds logically with
events which lead the pupil to the present period with a clear
understanding, The cause and effect of each event are clearly

tracedo

Reference material lists and questions given at the beginning
of each chapter center the pupil's thought upon a specific

problem, The ocutlines, the special exercises, the biographi-
cal studies (given at the close of the text materials) and the
minimum library references are all designed for study hour aids
Used rightly, they should furnish the pupil with a plan by

which to work, the necessary tools with which to work, and a
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I1I, AIDS TO VISUALIZATION
‘1. Pictures

(2) Number. Are they plentiful? This textbook uses U35
{1llustrations, This is a larger number than any other
of the textbooks used.

(b) Are they clear and well printed? Yes, most of the pic-

" tures are clear., Some lack full detail, but the pictures

average better than in most textbooks,

(c) Are they pertinent to the text? The pictures illustrate

facts brought out in the body of the text, The pictures
are well placed, the text material being close to the pic-
ture.

(d) Do_they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of

reality? For the most part these pictures represent
rezlity, many being actual photographs, Others are taken
from paintings and contemporary drawings,

(e) Are their sources indicated? The source of the photograph

is not indicated in many cases, The pictures talen fram
peintings or collections of photographs are acknowledged.
(£) Are they of historicasl value? Yes. Many pictures are of

present day scenes and show only the products of the coun-
try or the development which has been accomplished,

(g) What is the principle of selection? They present graphi-

cally facts which it is hard for children to visualize.
gy should arouse much interest.

2. Diagrams and graphs
This textbook uses only three graphs; one showing the
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3. Maps

IV. REFERENCES

1.

3.

foreign population in the United States; two showing the per-

centage of the different types of work which our immigrants do}

(2) Number and size. There are 50 maps used in this book,

Twelve are full page maps and one is 2 double page map,
Most of the others are one-half page maps,

(b) Are they accurate? As far as can be determined by compar-

ison with other maps, these maps are accurate,

(c) Are they true to color keys? Most of the maps are in

black and white and are easily read, The colored maps are
contrasted enough in color to make the features distinct,

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text? These maps illus-

trate movements, campaigns, settlements, in accordance witl
facts which are brought out in the body of the text,

(e) How much deteil is given? All the necessary details for

teaching the point in question are given., The legends

give complete explanation,

Are they suitable for elementary school pupils? Yes, These
references have a very definite appeal to the pupils, For ex-

ample, Helen Nicoloy's "Boys' Life of Abraham Lincoln" and

Southworth's "Builders of Our Country®,

Are the references specific or general? The references apply
to the material in hand, They are specific,

Do they indicate title only, or paces and chapters? These

references give only the title of the book, No page or

chapter numbers are given,




- 70 =

LR

5.

V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1.

2.

3.

4, Are there divisional heasdings, marginal headings, sectional

Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? In most cases the title is self-explanatory

but in case it is not, no further note is given beyond the in-
formation that it applies to something in the preceding sec-

tion,
Are there references to other textbooks? Historical novels?

Poems? Source material? All of these types of material

are used,

Is there a zo0od table of contents? Does it contain merely
the titles of chapters? Is there any grouping of chapters?

Is the table of contents an analysis of the book, Is it so
arranged that it can be made use of in teaching?

In the table of contents the chapter headings are given.
Under each heading is a brief statement as to what the chapter
contains, The chapters are not grouped into sections repre-
senting periods of history. It can be used as a teaching help}

Is there a full index? Is it specific? This textbook con-

tains Y1 pages of index. It is very complete and specific,
glving page references, It is cross—-indexed and gives much
condensed information, It is a very excellent index,

Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glessary or index?

The words are pronounced in the index, rather than in the

body of the text,

headings? There are chapter and sectional headings, Mar-

ginal headings are not used,
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2.

3e

5e

VIII. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION

What is the anthor's purvose and point of view?

The authors have tried to tell the s tory of the American vpeople
simply and clearly. At times they have made it more concrete
by bullding it about some figure prominent in history, such as
Columbus, Franklin, Washington or Lincoln, They try to fire
the mind of the pupil with the growing idealism of America,
The growth of the West has been emphasized and has been given
a due proportion of space, Special attention is given to
American and World Peace,

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

The development of the colonies and the West and the svents
vhich built and changed our government are given the emphasis,

What is the relative space devoted to the different periods?

This textbook contains 518 pages, 36.6 percent of which is
devoted to the period of colonization including the Revolution-
ary War, 40,2 percent is devoted to the period from the Revo-
lutionary War to the close of the Civil War, and 23,2 percent
to the period from the Civil War to the present time,

How much space is devoted to military history? About 9 per-

cent of the space is devoted to military history, No undue
glorification is given military history. It is mentioned only
as 1t affected the resulting history of our country,

How much space is devoted to social, economic and political

history? About 73,5 percent of the total number of pages is

devoted to this type of history, (The accompanying outline

chart gives detailed information on this point.)
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6. Does the author try to any sreat extent to interpret history?

Both sides of questions at issue are discussed fairly, Facts

are given rather than opinion, Some of the questions discus-
sed in most histories are not discussed here,
IX, ORGANIZATION

1. Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are csuse and

effect clearly traced? This textbook traces the beginnings

of our country in Burope, It also spends some time on the
condition of this country before the arrival of the white men.
The narrative is ceﬁtered in places about the great men of the
times,

X, METHOD
At the ends of chapters and scattered thru the text are num-
bers of problems to be solved, The text leads to these prob-
lems in a logieal, interésting way, and the solution of the
problems may be obtained thru further study of the text,
The questions are chosen so as %o cover the significant things

in American histary,
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III, AIDS TO VISUALIZATION
1, Pictures

(a)

(0)

(c)

(4)

(e)

(£)

(g)

Number. Are they plentiful? This textbook contains

315 illustrations,
Are they clear and well orinted? The pictures, with the

exception of the full page colored ones, are black and
white drawings. They are not as attractive as photograph-
ic reproductions, The pictures could be made a much
greater aid to visualization.

Are they pertinent to the text? The pictures are well

placed in regard to the reading material and illustrate

some points which the text is trying to emphasize,

Do they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of

reality? Most of the pictures in this book are drawings.
They represent the artist's conception of the situation,
Of course, many of the modern situations are well repre-
sented by actual photographs, Where pictures are taken
from old prints or contemporary works, the textbook does
not give credit,

Are their sources indicated? No source or credit is

glven, except in case of copyright acknowledgment,

Are they of historical value? Yes, they are of value,

altho their value is greatly impaired by lack of informa-
tion about the picture,

What is the orincivle of selection? An attempt has been

made to select the pictures which will arouse interest

and convey information,







4,
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V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1.

2.

3.

5e

Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

he is referred? In most cases the title is self-explanatory

Yo other information is given,

Are there references to other textbooks? _i‘_ghistorical

novels? Poems? Source material? All of these types of

references are used, There is but little reference to poetry,

Is there a good table of contents? Does it contain merely

the titles of chapters? Is there any grouping of chapters?
Is the table of contents an anslysis of the book? Is it s0

arranged that it can be used in teaching?

The table of contents consists of the chapter headings,.

grouped into periods, Under each chapter heading is given a
brief sfafement of the content of the chapter, The table of
contents is a brief analysis of the book; and shouid be an aid

to better teaching.
Is_there a full index? Is it specific? There are 37 pages

of index in this book, It is cross-indexed and very specific,

Is there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index?
Yes, there is a pronouncing index in the appendix, ¥No words

are pronounced in the body of the text,

Are there divisional headings, marginal headings, sectional

headin=s? Are the sections or paragraphs numbered?

The sections, chapters and paragraphs are numbered in the

text as well as in the table of contents,

Footnotes

(a2) Character of: Footnotes are not uSed in this textbook,




VI. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1.

2.

3

5e

6.

Topics for special reports or research. At the close of

each chapter there is a 1list of problems and projects, These
are of value in keeping the rapidly moving pupil busy.

Date 1ists., At the close of each chapter is a list entitled
"Dates and Persons to be Remembered", Each date is definite-
1y connected with an event,

Summaries. At the close of each chapter is a section known
as "Lights", which emphasizes the important features of the
chapter in a new wajr, malking them more vivid to the pupil,
At the end of each division an outlined summary is given,
Imagination exercises. There are many good imagination
exercises at the close of each chapter, These are of great
value in getting the pupil to understand actual conditions.
Drills. There is a test drill at the close of every chapter.
These drills contain the question and answer method, as well
as the think and do questions, At the beginning of each
division is a list of problems which will be considered in
that division,

Map exercises. Map exercises are given in the projects at

the close of the chapters.

VII. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE

This textbook is easily read by pupils of the seventh and
eighth grades, The ideas and facts are presented in a2 pleas-
ing manner that should arouse the interest of the pupils.

VIII. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION

1.

What is the author's purpose and point of view? The author
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2.

3.

4,

5e

6o

sets forth the story of the discovery of America, its wars
and settlements, and its development, industrially and social-
1y. The author shows the pupil the hardships of the early
settlers and contrasts them with modern conditions in an ef-
fort to show that today's achievements are the result of
hardship and struggle and are a heritage which should be
appreciated and protected,

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?
Upon the events and movements which established our govern-

ment and institutions,

What is the relative immortance of the different periods?

This textbook contains 692 pages, 34,3 percent of which

is devoted to history up to and including the Revolutionary
¥ar, 34 percent to the period from the Revolution thru the
Civil War, and 31,7 percent from the Civil War to the present

time,
How much space is devoted to military history? Only 8.5

percent of the 692 pages‘ are devoted to military histc:y,.
Only the decisive battles and campaigns are described, There|
is no glorification of war,

How much space is devoted to social, economic and political
history? Approximately 78 percent of this book is devoted to

politicel, social and economic history,

Does the authon to any great extent, try to interpret history?

Facts are given rather than opinions, Both sides of questlons

at issue are presented fairly.
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IX. ORGANIZATION

1, Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? This history traces the Buropean be-

€lnnings of our country to the present time in a clear logical
sequence, The important events are emphasized, Cause and
effect are clearly traced,

X. METHOD
This textbook is built about the solving of problems which are

clearly stated at the beginning of each division, The text
is8 divided into four divisions with the problems stated at the
beginning and a summary at the close., The solution of these
prbblems is a definite goal toward which the pupil may work,
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1,

2.

1.

I, GENERAL MAKE-UP

II. LENGTH

TEXTBOOK NO, 11

Binding
(2) Is it substantial? The binding on this book represents

the latest approved type of binding school books, with
special reinforcements and special stitch, which tend to
preserve the book thru several years' usage,

(b) Is it attractive? The binding has been designed with the

distinct purpose of increasing the attractiveness of the
book and making it appeal to children, The colors select-
ed are harmonious,

Typography

(a) Is the type open and clear? The type is clear and distinct
printed on the finest grade of ivory-colored English book
peper, The cream shading prevents excessive light reflec-
tion, mekes the print easy to read and adds to the
attractiveness of the book,

(v) Are different kinds of type used? JIf so, for what purpose?
Italics are used for emphasizing important and outstanding

facts of history to which the child's attention is éspecial-

1y directed, FElite type is used for questions, study helps

and footnotes,

How does the length of the book compare with the amount of time

to be spent on it?

This textbook contains 543 pages. The work of the seventh

v
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III. AIDS TO VISUALIZATION

1,

grade covers 214 pages, leaving 329 pages for the work of the
eighth grade, Less than two pages per day for work of the
seventh grade and less than four pages per day for the eighth

grade are given.

Pictures

(a) Number. Are they plentiful? There are 238 half-tone
1llustrations,

(b) Are they clear and well printed? With the exception of

(c)

(a)

(e)

17 pictures, all are taken from original paintings or
scenes from motion pictures, The 17 illustrations not so
made are from old engravings and woodcuts,

Are they pertinent to the text? Extreme care and months

of time were spent in collecting and selecting the illus-
trations for this book., BEach illustration is used to de-
pict some incident or period of history and is intended to
arouse interest and give a greater appreciation of history,
Many of the illustrations used have never before appeared
in a school textbook,

Do they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of
reality? More than 95 percent of the illustrations repre-

sent realities, while the balance are reproductions from
motion pictures which are the nearest possible fanciful
conceptions of periods and people.

Are their sources indicated? ZEach picture carries a com=

plete legend with full credit to both the artist and the

source from which the picture was obtained,
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2,

3.

(f) Are they of historical value? Decidedly,

(g) What is the principle of selection? To select type illus-

trations that will create interest and present history by

& visual method,

Diagrams and graphs
(a) What type of fact is so presented? Statistical informa-

tion is presented by these graphs, Only three graphs are
used in this textbook,

(b) Do _they really mske the fact clearer to the opupil?

They present in a graphical or visual way information
that is étherwise difficult for the child to understand,

Maps

(a) Bumber and size. Forty-four maps are used thruout the
book, Seven of them are full page, only three being less
than one-half page in size,

(b) Are they accurate? All maps are drawn to scale to permit
the careful and accurate presentation of desired situa-
tions, Sources were consulted and political divisions at
different periods are indicated in conformity with con-
temporary records,

(c) Are they true to color keys? All maps are black and white,

which makes them easy to read.

(d) Are they carefully adapted to the text?

All maps were drawn expressly for this textbook,
(e) How much detail is gziven? All details of teaching and

historical value are included in each map, The legends
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IV. REFERENCES

1, Are they suitable for elementary school pupils? Yes,

2, Are the references specific or general? Specific and apply
to pertinent material,

3¢ Do _they indicate title only or pages and chapters? Except
for fiction material, all chapters and pages are indicated
and the name of the publisher is indicated,

4, Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which

5.

V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, ETC.

1.

2,

accompanying each have been made of real value in inter-

preting the maps for the student,

he is referred? Wherever the title is not self-explanatory,

the type of material is indicated,

>

Are there references to other textbooks? To historical novels

Poems? Source material? Bach of these types of outside read-

ing material is utilized,

Is there a zood table of contents? Does it contain merely the

titles of chapters? Is there any grouping of chapters? Is

the table of contents an analysis of the book? Is it so ar-

ranged that any use can be made of it in teaching?

The table of contents is subdivided into units, each unit
being presented thru a series of problems or chapters, This
affords an excellent teaching device and a summarization of

the chapter problems,

Is there a full index? Is it specific? The index of this book

covers 23 pages, giving specific page references and cross-

index pages, One of the outstanding features of this book is
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VI, SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL HELPS

1.

2,

its full and complete index,
Is_there a pronouncing vocabulary, glossary or index? No,

All proper names and difficult words have their promunciation
indicated immediately following them and upon their first
appearance,

Are there division headings, marginal headings, section

headingzs? Are the sections or paragraphs mumbered? Unit

headings are indicated in the table of contents, Chapter,
division and paragraph headings are indicated in the body of
the text.

Footnotes

(a) Character of: Only 25 footnotes are used thruout the

text of 590 pages. They are used only for the purpose of
explanation or for the presentation of facts of minor

importance,

Topics for special reports or research. ZIZach chapter has a

1ist of study test questions with additional special topics
for report, research and motivation, This additional material
provides for individual work and also makes it possible for
the superior student to work according to his capacity.

Date 1ists. At the close of each chapter there is a 1ist of
dates of special importance that should receive particular
emphasis and that are worth remembering, In the appendix
there appears a complete chronological date list, divided into

12 comprehensive periods,
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3¢ Summaries. ZXach chapter ends with a complete summary, stand-
ing as a part of the text matter, in the same sized type,
This summary makes a dbrief recapitulation of the important
points in the chapter., This re-statement of the subject mat-
ter of the chapter in new terms and very briefly, is an aid
to the pupil in kmitting together the materials of the chapter

4, Imazination exercises. At the ends of the many chapters there

are imagination exercises for use as motivation material and
special work,

5e Drills. Study test drills are placed at the close of the
chapters to be used as a check upon the pupil's mastery of
the chapter content,

6. Map exercises. These are placed at points of vital need, and
contained in the map legends are special references and exer-
cises for map study, Cross references to meps are inserted
frequently in the text material as an aid to the pupil to make
certain his knowledge of the proper relation of events, This
book mekes a definite nse of history maps.

VII. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE
This textbook is written in language that is simple and easily
understood by pupils in intermediate grades, yet there is no
condescension, no indication of writing down to a lower level,
Ideas and facts are presented deliberately and lucidly. It is
a book in which pupilsshould be interested because the value of
its contents is made evident to them and because the clearness

of presentation makes it a book easy to read and understand,
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1,

2.

3.

4,

VIII. CHOICE OF MATERTIAL, PROPORTION

What is the author's purpose and point of view? This book

has been written with a view to giving young citizens an
understanding of existing institutions, their development and
their relationships, JFor the full accomplishment of this aim,
important developments are traced clearly and simply from the
beginning, Altho the thread of political events is not for a
moment lost, other phases of history receive their due share
of attention. Social and economic matters are clearly and
carefully presented, Events in foreign countries that have a
bearing upon those in our own are taken into account in order
that the pupil may see our history in its proper world per-
spective; but American affairs are kept well in the foreground,,
The point of view is impartial without being indifferent.

Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?

Upon the development of govermment and institutions as & re-

sult of historical ceuses,

What is the relative svace devoted to the different periods?
The history of our country from its beginning thru the Revolu-

tionary War covers 153 pages,or 28,1percent of the total number
of pages; 222 pages, or o] vercent, are given to the period
from the close of the Revolutionary to the close of the Civil
War; 168 pages, or 30,9 pércent, are given to the period from
the close of the Civil War to the present time,

How much space is devoted to military history? Less than 16

percent of the total number of pages is devoted to military

history. There is no glorification of war, Our wars from
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first to last are told about in a matier-of-fact way. Sol-
diers and statesmen are not featured to the exclusion of per-
sons who in quiet ways have advanced the prosperity and

happiness of the American people.
5. How much space is devcted to social, economic and political

history? More than 84 percent of the totel number of pages
are devoted to this type of history information,

6. Does the suthor try to any great extent to interpret history?

Facts are given rather than opinions, and points at issue are
presented justly without the injection of anyone's partisan
prejudices,

IX. ORGANIZATION

1, Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and

effect clearly traced? It traces the evolution of our

country from our European beginnings to the present in a
logical and clear-cut manner, carrying the narrative to a for-
mel conclusion, emphasizing the important events, their causes
and effects,

X, METEOD
A distinctive feature of this textbook is its organization of
chapters arcund definite problems; its underlying plen is the
setting up of problems to be solved, Each chapter of the book
is a problem study unit beginning with a parsgraph of intro-
duction which poses the problem for the chapter, This para-
graph serves to guide the student by showing him what he should]

learn and it gives him a real basis for understanding histori-

cal events, The solution of the chapter problem is to be




- 89 -

reached from a study of the text, and it becomes a definite goal
toward which study is purposefully directed. The problems are chos-
en so that they cover the significant things in American history and

they are posed in a way to arouse the student's interest,




TABLE I

THE RELATIVE AMOUNT OF SPACE DEVCTED TO MAPS IN THE
VARIQUS BOCKS

Number of Maps

Double Full Half Fourtn

__page Page _page page
Textbook Noe 8........ 10 19 39 24
Textbook Noe Seveevves 6 11 27 28
Textbook No, 10eeeeeee O 20 29 13
Textbook No, Heeevsvee O 21 27 10
Textbook No, Jeseeacee 1 21 24 Y
Textbook Noe 2.ceveees 2 10 17 20
Textbook Noe lececcses 1 12 17 12
Textbook Noe Tesseeess 10 18 18 0
Textbook Noe 6.ceevees 1 19 18 1
Pextbook Noe 1leesoces 1 7 33 3

Pextbook NOe 3eeeveses 3 12 13 13
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Text Number of Illuskrations

e ' | 435
1 | : ] 332
10 : 1 315
6 ' ] 295
5 ' ] 274
4 ]: 253
3 ] : 216
8 ‘ 1 : 214
; o ot
11 l : 172,
2 l | 166
l \ Average — 2607

Chart1L.- C:trd.r:ﬁical Comparison. of
Number of Illustrations Used
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Tt | Raqer of Index
o ; 7 4
10 — ] %65
11 : ] 24
4 —) 21
6 J’ 195
5 ] les
2 1%
7 | 13.5
5 J 1 13
1 ] 12
3 1 s

\ Average ~ 204~

Chart 2.- A Grdphica,l Comparison of-
Pages Devoled 1o A’Inde/c
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Text Percent of War Content
Number }
1
' l 16.57,’
1
2 | 13
|
|
3 Jl 12.5
11 :| 125
5 J: 12
6 ] 115
T | 105
8 | 105
S | I 9
|
io | | l 85
4 | | 8
lq

ﬁ:/eriye — /2.3

Chart 6.- A Gra.phica.l Compdrison/ o
War Conbent fzqaressed in Percent oy Totul







- 99 =

Te,)d- |

(umbey

11

TFercent Devoted to Infernational Relations

14 7
25
2.5

30

] 32

1 36

| 42

] 4.3

— 46

] 55

] 62

lk\ ﬁ/erczye —~ 37

Chart 8- O Graphical Compar}son. of Content Devoled

to Infernational Relations in Percent— of Total .
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Texk Percent Devoted 1o Education, Literatmire, Orb—
(umber |
2 | 05 %,
8 [ | 0.5
6 | ] : 07
3 [ 1] | 14
. —
11 : | 2T
1 : | 28
7 : | 30
5 ' = 3.1
9 : ] 42
4 ' ] 52
I‘\ﬁl/erd;e 24—

Charto.- A Grclphi.cal Compari.son of Content Devoted
1o E&uc&l’ion,, Literature and Art in Percent of Totaal .
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Teyt Percent Devoled to DeVelopmenl' of West

Number |
8 ] | 32°%,
2 | : 4,3
10 b 4.9
3 ] : 54
7 1 55
1 | : ] 6.2
11 : | v
4 : | 6.7
6 _ : 1 6.8
5 | : 1 72
9 - 1 99

|
|
C— Average ~ 49

Chart 10.- A Graphical Comparison of Conlent
Devoted to Development—of the West
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There is & general impression that the textbook very largely
dominates classroom instruction in our schools, This impression re-
mains in spite of much emphasis upon the all-round growth of the in-
dividual, With the increasing prevalence of activities, vrojects and
leboratory work, one would expect a lessening of time and study given
to textbooks,

Whatever may be the expectations in this matter, investigation
séans to indicate that the textbooks are still of paramount importance
in the American educational system., A few statements from typical
school surveys bear out this contention.

From a survey of the Missouri public schools conducted in 1929
by Ge Do Strayer and N, L. Engelhardt:

®In Missouri schools, as in most American schools, textbooks are
an important part of the machinery of instruction, To a considerable
extent they determine both the content and the method of instruction,
This is of a necessity true when teachers are not well trained; when
competent professional supeﬁision is generally lacking; and when
reference materials are scarce, unsuitable and inadequate., In practicd
the textbook is the course of study in the Missouri schools.®

From Delaware comes the following report:

"They (the teachers) need guidance and supervision, and this the
present system does not supply, The result is that the prescribed
textbooks, literally followed, constitute the course of study in Dela-
ware,"

From the foregoing reports and others of a similar nature, we are

forced to conclude that the importance of textbooks can scarcely be







III. AIDS TO VISUALIZATION

1,

2.

3.

1V, REFERENCES
1. Are they suitable for elementary school pupils?
2, Are the references specific or generall?
3. Do _they indicate title oﬂy or pages and chapters?
4, Is the pupil made conscious of the kind of material to which
he is referred?
5« Are there references to other textbooks? To histor;ggl_ novels?

Pictures
(a) Number. Are they plentiful?

(b) Are they clear and well printed?

(c) Are they pertinent to the text?

(4) Do_they represent realities or fanciful conceptions of
reality?

(e) Are their sources indicated?

(f) Are they of historical value?

(g) What is the principle of selection?
Diagrams and graphs

(a) What type of fact is so presented?

(b) Do_they really make the fact clearer to the pupil?
Maps |

(a) Number and size?

(b) Are they accurate?

(c) Are they true to color keys?

() Are they carefully adapted to the text?
(e) How much detail is given?

Poems? Source material?
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V. TABLE OF CONTENTS, INDEX, DIVISIONS, etc.

1, Is there a good table of contents? Does it contain merely
the titles of chapters? 1s there any groupingz of chapters?
Is the table of contents an analysis of the book? Is it so
arranged that any use can be made of it in teaching?

2, Is there a full index? Is it specific?

3. Is_there a pronouncing voczbulary, glossary or index?

4, Are there division headings{ marginal headings? section
headings? Are the sections or paragraphs numbered?

5« Yootnotes
(a) Character of ?
VI. SPECIAL FEATURES, PEDAGOGICAL EELPS
1, Topics for special reports or research?
2. Date 1ists?
3+ Summaries?

}, Imasination exercises?
5. Drills?

6. Map exercises?
VII. LANGUAGE, VOCABULARY, STYLE
VIi1I. CHOICE OF MATERIAL, PROPORTION
1, Yhat is the author's purpose and point of view?
2. Upon what type of event and movement is the emphasis placed?
3. Yhat is the relative space devoted to the different veriods?

4, How much space is devoted to military history?

5« How much space is devoted to social, economic and political
history?

6. Does the author try to any great extent to interpret history?

IX, ORGANIZATION

1, Does the narrative progress to a definite end? Are cause and
effect clearly traced?

| X. METEOD
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Bach textbook was analyzed with the fo:egoing outline as a

guide, The features of each bock were placed in the corresponding

place in the outline,
The textbooks analyzed show a remarkable difference in the space

devoted to a given perlod of history, the number of maps and illus-
tré.tions given, the kind and number of study helps offered. In fact,
every textbook varies greatly from each of the others,

It has been impossible to find an authority which shows how much
space should be devoted to a given topic of history. No two textbooks
agree on any topic as to time and space devoted to it.

The book that devotes much space to the Revolutionary period
must cut short the discussion of some other period, since the size
of the textbook is iimited..

It follows, then, that a textbook cannot be outstanding in all
periods of history, Perhaps the best textbook would be one which
avoids extremes and approaches the average of all the textbooks. At

any rate, such a book would be a well-balanced one,
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