
For more information and how to 
nominate visit:
www.templetonprize.orgT
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SIR John TempletonDISTINGUISHED PRIZE LAUREATES

“How might humankind’s spiritual 
information and advancement 
increase by more than a hundred fold? 
This is the challenge presented by the 
Templeton Prize. Just as knowledge in 
science, medicine, cosmology, and 
other disciplines has grown 
exponentially during the past century, 
the Templeton Prize honors and 
encourages the many entrepreneurs 
trying various ways for discoveries 
and breakthroughs to expand human 
perceptions of divinity and to help in 
the acceleration of divine creativity”.

Sir John Templeton 
Supporting Scientific Research
for Spiritual Discoveries (1998)

The Templeton Prize honors 
a living person who has made 
an exceptional contribution 
to affirming life’s spiritual 
dimension, whether through 
insight, discovery, or practical 
works. Established in 1972 by 
the late Sir John Templeton, 
the Prize aims, in his words, 
to identify “entrepreneurs of 
the spirit”– outstanding 
individuals who have devoted 
their talents to expanding our 
vision of human purpose and 
ultimate reality.

2014
Tomáš Halík

2013
Desmond Tutu

2012
the 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso

2011
Martin J. Rees

2010
Francisco J. Ayala

2009
Bernard d’Espagnat

2008
Michael Heller

2007
Charles Taylor

2006
John D. Barrow

2005
Charles H. Townes

2004
George F. R. Ellis

2003
Holmes Rolston III

2002
John C. Polkinghorne

2001
Arthur Peacocke

2000
Freeman Dyson

1999
Ian Barbour

1998
Sir Sigmund Sternberg

1997
Pandurang Shastri Athavale

1996
William R. “Bill” Bright

1995
Paul Davies

1993
Charles W. Colson

1992
Kyung-Chik Han

1991
Lord Jakobovits

1989 (awarded jointly)

Carl Friedrich von Weizsäcker
1988

Inamullah Kahn
1987

Stanley L. Jaki
1986

James MCCord
1985

Sir Alister Hardy

1984
Michael Bourdeaux

1983
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

1982
Billy Graham

1981
Dame Cicely Saunders

1980
Ralph Wendell Burhoe

1979
Nikkyo Niwano

1978
Thomas Torrance

1977
Chiara Lubich

1976
Cardinal Suenens

1975
Sir Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

1974
Brother Roger

1990 (awarded jointly)

L. Charles Birch
1990 (awarded jointly)

Baba Amte
1989 (awarded jointly)

Lord MACLeod

2015
Jean Vanier

2016
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS

2017
Alvin Plantinga

2018
King Abdullah II of Jordan

1973
Mother Teresa

1994
Michael Novak


