
Jeri Nichols-Park

THE FABRIC(S) OF MY LIFE



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I was born in Buffalo in the Dark Ages, so I have had many, many years of dabbling my fingers in the creative “pool”.
I am a child of the 60’s and the original ADHT kid, I have tried my hand at many things:
Acting and drama, the neighborhood puppeteer, later a midwife and childbirth educator, a designer in LA’s garment district, a musician, and mostly ART, art art!
I am a mom of 7 – all grown – and I am finally completing my dream of getting my degrees after all these years.




Pencil portraits of 3 of my 
kids….35 years ago!

Local Musician and 
friend, Scott Allen -
2012

Tom Petty and Stevie Nicks - 2012 
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Presentation Notes

Knew at an early age I wanted to be an artist of some sort
Excelled at drawing and painting as a young child/woman – especially loved doing portraits




Then…..and Now

“Little Ballerina”, 
Oil on Canvas, 1980’s
23 x 25”

“Bus Depot”, Lithograph,  1984   30” x 25”

“After the Storm” and “Squaw and Future Chief”, 
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More “experimentation” over the years.
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Some Christmas Cards through the years



Applique , hand paint, and 
embellished garments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the 90’s I designed “embellished” clothing for a 
clothing company in LA, and for my own business



Recent Appliqued Jackets



Sculpture and Lithography, 
2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I decided to come back to school in 2010 I tried other mediums: sculpture, lithography, and fibers.
The sculpture “project” was to take a single sheet of plywood and “transform” it.  I cut it into four pieces, and using my son as a model created this 3 dimensional piece that I have entitled “Transformation”




Fibers II

My first attempt at screen 
printed fabric

Discharged fabric with embroidered 
hand stamped motifs . 18” x 23” 



My inspirations:
Jane Ellen Bartlett from Rochester, New York

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jane known for her hand painted, dyed and discharged fabrics. She designs and constructs her garments from her fabrics. She shows and sells her art-wear at high end craft shows and galleries.





Hand painted and dyed parachute fabric 
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Parachute Project:
Deconstructed and reconstructed the white parachute
Hand painted, “Jackson Pollock” style
Draped the fabric and created the gown top



Presenter
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My own experiments with silk painting.



Hand woven and doubleweave….
Jennifer Moore, from Santa Fe, New Mexico

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jennifer is known for her doubleweave wall pieces and elegant wearables in luminous color gradations and distinctive designs. She has several books and DVD’s, does workshops, and exhibits at galleries all over the US.






Randall Darwall and Brian Murphy my idols! Randall is a master-weavers from 
Cape Cod, Massachusettes
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Presentation Notes
I LOVE, LOVE,LOVE these guys! It is my goal to really learn all the nuances of doubleweave , and I think These guys are the doubleweave Gods.
Though he began his career alone, focusing on small wearable accessories  it has evolved steadily  into a small collaborative community of artisans creating unique textiles that “speak to the individuality of the human spirit.” He and his partner, Brian Murphy now create entire ensembles and interior pieces and even gallery pieces.

They use methods and dye techniques not possible in commercial production. 





Rebecca Mezzoff,  also from Santa Fe, New Mexico

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rebecca s a tapestry artist. She draws her inspiration from the colors of the Southwest, dying all her yarns in her home studio. She does workshops – notably the Convergence Conference in Providence Rhode island, and exhibits in galleries and private collections. She is also a graduate of CSU, but not in art!
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Early weavings from Fibers II…..Basic tabby weave “image”,  Ikat scarf, and large tote bag woven with linen, wool, and strips of leather.



My own woven creations…….



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a first attempt at wool doubleweave yardage. It is almost 2 yards long by about 34” wide.
The tapestry, titled “The Road” to Shambala” is woven from Alpaca, Angora, and wool. It is embellished with large purple crystals along the dowel, and small clear and white crystals near the bottom.



References

http://www.janellenb.com/janescarves.htm
janellen@rochester.rr.com
http://www.rebeccamezoff.com/
http://www.randalldarwall.com/
http://www.jennifermoore.com/
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