


Artist Statement:
Todd Underwood

As an artist, | thrive in messes. Within my creative process, | often end up with my hands and floors covered in paint. My studio is
home to a hoard of found-objects which await to be showered with paint. From creating colorful constructions to ruining sentimental
objects, my work continues to evolve further into formally experimenting with gravity. Throughout my design, painting, photography,
or otherwise, | react to the rules and regulations of physicality: being bound to the earth. Everything falls eventually.

Aesthetically, | gravitate towards forms that drip and sink, which pushes me further from traditional methods of painting or

drawing. The relationship between my concepts and my materials is strategic, but the outcome is susceptible to change. A

creative lack of control moves my work in a way that | can only direct.

Stylistically, my designs diverge from my paintings in that they are observably cleaner. | maintain a minimalist approach to my
design work which | believe allows my creative choices to breathe. | have an appetite for engaging both of the styles I've

developed from my respective concentrations to create something aesthetically harmonious.



Title Original Format

Figure 1: HOT MESS Paint in Custom Wardrobe, 4 ft x 7 ft x 2 ft
Figure 2: Ruined Video

Figure 3: Peels Paint, 7 ft x 12 ft x 3 ft

Figure 4: Resistance is Futile Paint on PVC Board, 12 in x 18 in x 10 in
Figure 5: Heaven Above, Earth Below Paint on PVC Board, 18 in X 36 in

Figure 6: Buzzed Hive & Winery Logo Graphic Design

Figure 7:Buzzed Posters Graphic Design

Figure 8: Pale Fire Book Cover Graphic Design

Figure 9: The Wild Bunch Magazine Spread Graphic Design

Figure 10: Lion of the Tribe of Judah Acrylic, 18 in x 24 in



Figure 1: HOT MESS
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Figure 5: Heaven Above, Earth Below
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Figure 6: Buzzed Hive & Winery Logo
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Figure 7: Buzzed Posters



Figure 8: Pale Fire Book Cover



FOTATO BEAN

' TO FEED
THE WORLD

Aband- rrarks
Cannen’ Y

and some train tracks in Ames, lown. Ik depices the iconic
image of 3 seeding poking from 1 mound of dirt At the far
cnd of the garden, Cannon. a Gl and reedy geneicist for

the US Department of Agriculture, digs into the soil with a
shoreland then i barelands, pulling up s oflamgy

driving past and the powar lines
could be watching a Neolithie farmer, They collected sceds
from wild plans, buried them near their homes, and
harvested the crep, hoping it would be bigger and better
than the last one. That simple act—agriculure—came to
define us as a specles.

“overhead—and you

Cannon isn't rying to resereate the pas. though He's
inventing the future. On this fll iternoon, his team i
harvesting Tubers that resemble darksskinned fingorting
Pt T e S Ak A

at the firse Thanksgiving European settlers found them
thriving in thair cranbarry bogs—places with low light, fow
nutrients, and bad soil, But they didn't bother domesticating
chem ina an agricultural stapl.

Afior 3 cauple haurs of labor, Cannon's harvest is complose.
n bowls overflaw with dirt-crusted wbers.
Stil he is disappointed. "We were hoping for a little betcer.
yieki” he says.“This s about average." Averaga is fine If
mmmmmmumm Bt Cannon
s up t© something far more essentil. The potato bean fs
wndﬂxphnhrnﬂukh'mhedlupwhmml
ground up. He doesn't want to fust grow Apias. Ha wants
6 tuen it Into 3 new crop that could help feed the world.
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Figure 9: The Wild Bunch Magazine Spread



LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH
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Figure 10: Lion of the Tribe of Judah



