


Shannon Talian

Hans Christian Andersen once said, “Every man’s life is a fairytale written by God'’s finger.” If my created life is my own
fairytale, then the works | create are the stories that fill up the book of my life. To me, all my artworks weave their own tales.
Storytelling is the main conceptual drive behind most of my works and often the main inspiration for my creations. Personal
experiences, legends, myth, fairytales, and superstitions all act as a jumping off point, but once the ground is left, wings of
individuality spread and the object becomes unique unto itself.

Just as every single person has a story to tell, objects weave tales also, waiting for someone to listen. Through imagery and
material choice, | infuse symbolism and meaning into every one of my pieces. Each stone is carefully selected and each image is thus
as well. There are no accidents, everything chosen has meaning. The initial origin of some works are blatantly clear, while others are
hidden in layers of ambiguity; some tales have been told many times over, while others are coming to light in this world for the very
first time.

As with every story, details make it reveal character and plot, and | to wish to emulate this in my works as well. These
narrations are meant to be enjoyed by those who wear them and by those who might catch a glimpse of them as they are displayed
upon the human body. By using high end natural elements such as silver and copper, | am able to mold the metal into a product that
whispers my foreseen vision. By using detail oriented techniques such as fabrication, lost wax casting, repoussé, enameling, and
stone setting | am able to give each work a specific beauty that shines with quality and infuses the wearer with a certain elegance. |
pour my soul into each creation, breathing a new, unique life into all | construct. Every work of mine is a story handcrafted with care

making the journey just as important as the end result.
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Title

What We Hide Behind

What We Hide Behind (right view)
What We Hide Behind (left view)
Gone Fishin’

Gone Fishin’ (open view)

The Ties That Bind (side view)
The Ties That Bind (front view)
Paradoxical Paragon

Paradoxical Paragon (chain detail)
Aqueous Exchange

Aqueous Exchange (worn)
Aqueous Exchange (detail)
Passage

Passage (top view)

Birth

ReBirth

Work type/Media

Sterling Silver, 14k Gold, Fresh Water Pearl, Andalusite

Sterling Silver, 14k Gold, Fresh Water Pearl, Andalusite

Sterling Silver, 14k Gold, Fresh Water Pearl, Andalusite

Sterling Silver

Sterling Silver

Sterling Silver, Baroque Pearl, Cultured Pearls

Sterling Silver, Baroque Pearl, Cultured Pearls

Fine Silver, Sterling Silver, Enamel, Abalone Shell, Madeira Citrine, Sunstone
Sterling Silver

Fine Silver, Sterling Silver, Enamel, Apatite, Amazonite

Fine Silver, Sterling Silver, Enamel, Apatite, Amazonite

Fine Silver, Sterling Silver, Enamel, Apatite, Amazonite

Sterling Silver, Silica Bronze, Damascus Steel, Pocket Watch Gears
Sterling Silver, Silica Bronze, Damascus Steel, Pocket Watch Gears
Copper, Sterling Silver, Freshwater Pearls, Rhodolite Garnet

Brass, Sterling Silver, Resin, Apatite

Original Format

27x1.57x2”

27x1.57x2”

27x1.57x2”

8"x1.5"x 1.5"

8"x1.5"x 1.5"

5" X 1" X 1"

5" X 1" X 1"

4°x5x.5”

4 x5x.5”

457x17x.25”

457 x17x.25”

457x17x.25”

5.5"x5"x.75"

55"x5"x.75"

3.5"x2"x.5"

3.5"x2"x.5"



Figure 1: What We Hide Behind.




Figure 2: What We Hide Behind (right view).




Figure 3: What We Hide Behind (left view).



Figure 4: Gone Fishin’.




Figure 5: Gone Fishin’ (open view).




Figure 6: The Ties That Bind (side view).



Figure 7: The Ties That Bind (front view).




Figure 8: Paradoxical Paragon.






Figure 10: Aqueous Exchange.




: .
reerery
\ 3

9 \

¥
I '} ]

Figure 11: Aqueous Exchange (worn).



Figure 12: Aqueous Exchange (detail)



Figure 13: Passage.



Figure 14: Passage (top view).



Figure 15: Birth.
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Figure 16: ReBirth.
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