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PREFACE

ter'!s childhood

s

Two zlizht incidents in the wr

n adult education., One was

ci*
|~

Tfirst aroused his interes

an adult class in citizenship which his father tauzht in
the evenincs while he was employed in the school system

at Sdl ida, Colorado. The other was the fact that Lls

father would zo to school durinc the summer.s Up to this

=

on had been that 1t was

[t

time his concertion of educat

somethin~ for children only. This nroof that adults did

40

sonetimes o to school caused him to wonder. As he crew

-

older he became aware of a zradual chanze In the »ut

{—
[ o

c
attitude toward adult education which was climsxed Dby
Professor zdward L. Thorndike's study on the learning
abilities of adultse.

Durins his graduate work at the Colorado Aczricul-
tural Collece he enrolled for a course taught by
Dr. Schmidt entitled, "llethods in Zvenin:y and Part-Time
Classes in Agriculture." His worl in this class brought
him in contact with people who had had experience in the
organization and teaching of radvult classes. Eefore he
nad completed this course he had become Iintensely
interested 1in the subject ol adult education. The writer
at that time was principal of the Hizh School of Sargent

Consolidated School District. After consultaetion with

Dr. Schmidt, he decided the time was oprortune for a studvy

of the possibilities for adult education in the Sarzent
Commnity.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to forrmlate a prozram

of adult education for the Sarcent Community.

Location the Sarzent Commmunity

1S,

heart of the San ILuis Valley. This valley is situated
in the south central part of Colorado. It is about fifty
miles wide, eighty miles in length, and is entirely
surrounded Ly hich mountains. The average elevation of
the valley is about 7,600 feet avove sea level.
Substantial evidence supvorts the theory that this valley
was once the site of a Zreat mountain lake.

It is now a fertile farminz country supporting
several towvms ranzing in population from 100 to 5,000
and including such towns as Del NWorte, lLionte Vista, and
Alamosa.

Fal
T

the water used for irrigation 1s furnished

lost of
by the Rio Crande river which rises in the mountains to

the west or the valley.
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Description of the Sargent Consolidated School

3
2]

C

In the San Luis Velley are found many larze conso=-
lidated schools. Iliost of these schools are located in
the small towns and their districts are a union of the
town school districts with the surroundingzg country school
districtse Unlike the other consolidated schools of the
valley, the Sargent Consolidated School District was
formed ©y a union of a number c¢f strictly rural school
districts most of which lie between lionte Vista and Center.
The district formed contains sbout 100 sguare miles
of territory, vetween 250 and 300 farm homes, and has a
population of about 1200 people.
The school buildinczs were erected at a central pocint
within the new district. The land for the builldings was
1

donated by progressive farmers of the comrmnity with the

stipulation that any store or other commercial enterpri

w0
D
0]

not conmnected with the school were not to be allowed.

This stipulation was attached in order that the school
organization would have as its aim the serving of the
needs of a strictly rural cormunity. Since the orzanirza-
tion of the Consolidated School District in 1218 only one
buildingz other than those Lelonzing to the school districsh

has been erected near this site. This is a buildine which

0!

serves as a parsonage and was erected by the members of the

Commmunity Church.




-9-

The buildings constructed so far by the district
number seven and include the high school, the grade school,
the carace and symnasium, the superintendent's residence,
the teacheragze, the home for the azricultural instructor
and the janitor, and the mechanic's home. BSesides the
buildings mentiloned there have been several small buildings
constructed by the agricultural classes Ior the storage
of coal, wood, and other necessary supolies.

The school buildings have, since their erection,
served as the center of commnity -activities and a real
and active community spirit has rapidly developed. The
Sunday School, church services, and practically all other
seneral community activities are mow held in the school
auditoriume The school cafeteria 1s available for
community use and is often used by varicus relizious,

social, and farming orzanizations.

Description of the Sargent Commmunity

A1l the members of the Sargent Community, with the
exception of the school employees and the vastor of the
church, reside upon farms in the territory which surround
the school buildings and extend: for several miles in all
directions. No town or village exists within the
boundaries of the Sargent Consolidated School District.

The homes thruout the entire commmnity are well built,

equipped with many labor saving devices, and compare very
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favorably with the averaze home of the city resident.

The farms of the cormmunity are very similar To each
other in regards to size, crops grown, livestock produced,
method of farming, soll composition, and equipment used,
The averace size of the farms in the commmunity is
about 160 acres, The major crop enterprise is the produc-
tion of votatoes. Each year every farmer plants from 20
to 60 acres of potatoes and the income from this crop
furnishes the farmer the larger part of his cash incomes.
Other crops grown on nost of the Tarms in the district
include alfalfa, cow peas, and small grain. The alfalfa
furnishes feed for the stock thruout the long winter
jnonths. The cow peas are used extensively for the
pasturing of hogs, and the small grain srown serves both
s a source of cash income and as a feed for the stock.
The soll in this community is loose and gravelly.

It has proved to be very rich as it has, andstill is,
producing record yields of potatoes, and small grains,

The major livestock enterprises in the commmnity at
the present time are swine and sheep production. Interes:
s growing in the production of milk and poultry. liost of
the farmers are now producing milk and eggs for their own
nse.

Due to the high altitude of the San Luis Valley and
L ts position near the snowcapred mountains the arowing

season is rather short and the winters long and cold.
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Because of the short growing season the farmers of The

Sargent Comrunity are required to do most of their field

4]

work in a comparatively short time during the spring and
sumaer months. The use of power machinery is zeneral and
most of the farmers have a tractor and attachments for it
such as plows, draze, levels, potato diggers, etc.

The land is very level and the method o
in use 1s especially adapted to such condi
crops are watered by raisinz the water level in the ground,
a system Jnown as sub-irrigation.

Altho the farms in the district are relatively large
and thus the people scattered cver a wide area, transpor-
tation problems have been solved oy the construction of
good roads thruout the community, and
every” farmer in the district has an automobile.

Trucks owmed by many farmers of the comrmnity serve
to transport farm vnroduce to the various markets or
shipping points.

Most of the farmers o the district owm their farms
and are permanently located in the community. Practically
all the Tarms of the district belonz to white people, the
oxceptions being the Spanish veople who come to the
community for the purpose of working during the harvesting
of the potatoes. The people of the Sargent Corzmnity are

typical American farmers.

The district, then, is one of remarkable homogeneity.

The people are interestec in the same thincs, and have
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common problems pertaining to farminz and home 1life.
are facing the same problems in thelr economic and soclal
life. They have oractically the same environment and
interests, are organized as one commwnity, and are willing
to cooperate in betterins thelr children, chemselves and
their comrmunitye. This 1s shown by their strong support
of the community church and school.

At the present time and durings the past few rears

D

the farmers of the community have been receiving prices
for their products which are very near, if not under, the
cost of production. This makes 1t very important that
the cost of production te as low as possible, that the
homes be managed economically, and that lelsure time De
spent in worthwhile activities that are inexpensive. As
has been mentioned most of the work i1s performed during

the short growing season; this leavin: a great deal of

leisure time for the oeople of the cormmunitye

ny
[}

These conditions present an ldeal setting for ¢

11
al

iy

developing of a program of education for the adults o
the commmunity, the people who are havinz to solve the
provnlems of vroduction, economic manazement of t heir

homes, and worthwhile use or lelsure time.

Previous Vork ig Adult Education EE Sarczent

Fa

Some classes for adults of the Sarzent Consolidated
School District have been held in the past bhut no delfinite

or complete program in adult educatlon for the Lenefit of

O




"Parent Study."

of

two hours each.

one class and sixteen women in

all of the adults of the community has been formed.

In reviewins the work which has previously Teen
carried on Ir the fleld of adult education in the Sargent
Commnity, we find that since 1925 several classes have
at different times been organized. These classes vere as
follows:

le In 1925 a class was formed for the purvose
of studyinsz vro:ilems concerred with poultry
production. This class met ten times for
periods of two hours each., The enrollment
consisted of sixzteen men end nine woren,.

2. In 1926 a class was forrned for the nurpose
of studyin: swine cvroducticne This class
net for ten two hour pericds, Thirty-seven
men were enrolled for this course.

3. In 1927 a class was orzanized for the ourpose
of studyin- sheep and cattle Teeding. This
class met for ten two hour veriods. Forty-
five nen enrolled Tor this course,

4, In 1928 two adult classes were or-anized:

One a class Tor men, the other a class for
women. Both classes took as thelr subject,

Bach class met for ten reetings

Fourteen men enrolled in the

the other.
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5. In 1929 two adult classes were orvanized. The
topic studied in one was "Turkey Prodvuction.”

‘his class held ten meetings of two houre each
and had an enrollment of three mien and six womens
The second was a class in "Parent Study." This
class had twenty meetings of one hour each and
an enrollment of ten men and twelve wonen.

6. In 1930 two clasces in "Parent Study" were
orzanized., Cne was a class composed of both
men and women, the other a class for women only.
In the class for both men and women, twenty-four
men and twenty-four women enrolled. This class
held nineteen meetings o7 two hours each.e In
the class for women twenty-two women enrolled
and the class met for ten two hour reriodcs. (1)

In addition to the orzanized classes mentloned, some

work in Home Demonstrations has veen carried on in Rio

Grande County. Some oi the meetin s in connectlon with

this work were held in the Sargcent Consolidated Scheol

[N

District. This work has consisted of the study of timely

e

topics such as the making of cheese, malking hooked rugs

from potato sacks, and meking toys for the needy children

(1) The above informaticn was obtained Trom the "Annual
Statistical Report of the Colorado State Foard for
Vocational Education to the Federal Zoazrd for
Vocational Education."
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.

in the county. liuch interest is taleen in
and they are well attended.
At the present time (1933) no orgenized prozram of

-

adult eduvucsation exists in the Sarsent Consolid

-t

ed Srzhool.

[AS]
ct

1 47

It is the writer's opinion that there iz a resal need Jor

the orcanization of such & program.
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CEAPTER IT

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Purin~ the vast few rears there ias teen a gradual
change in the attitude of educators toward the subject of

adult educstion. Thiz chance has been vrouzht avccut by

o

the results ohtained thru scientific inve

0n

tizaticns which
prove adults can learn. An outstandin:s investization of
this type was conducted by Professor Edward L. Thorndile
of Teachers College, Columbia University. ZIZelow are some
facts that were brouzht out in the work.

"Pupils 9 fto 13 vears old in a -ood private school,
having over twice as much ciass study as the zroup 35 yeas
old and over (and more than twice as much home study, if
they did not shirk their assi nments) zained 1little more
than half as much. Younger groups of ages around 9 and

11 show still slower rates of gzain, despite the fact that
in one group they were chilcren of e xcepticnally high
intelligence. The facts are in flat contradiction to the
doctrine that childhood is the period of easiest learning
to read, write or understand the hesrinzy of a language, am
that the early teens are the period next most advantageous
eseseec..But we are convinced that the gain wmade in fifty
or a hundred or five hundred hours of s tudy of French or
jerman or Italian or Spanish or Latin by a group of any a®

from 20 to 40 will be greater than the ain made by a zrow
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azed 8 or 10 or 12 of equal native capacity." (1)

Thorndike's experiments cn the 221lity of adults to

[0}

learn a new langvage show that the ability to learn it
increased with the age of the individual up to about 20
years of a ge then dropped very little until the individud
reached the agze of 45 or laters.

"We have shown that the decline from the acme of
ability to learn (located vrovably at sone point between
twenty and twenty-five) to about forty-two is only about
13 to 15 percent for a representative ~roup of acvilities;
and that ages 23 to 45 are superior to childhood, and
equal or superior to early adolescence (14 to 18), in
general ablility to learn." (2)

"These experiments thus add strong evidence to the
general body of fact showing that childhood is inferior
to the twenties and thirties in many features of learning
All the evidence points to a curve for ability to 1eérn
8 systematic logical lansuage with a vocabulary based
largely on Latin, French, German, English, and Itaslian,
of the following type of individuals who attend school
through college: Rising from 8 to 16 and probably to 20,
or later, then remainins parallel to its base line to 25
or later, then dropoing very, very slowly to 55, and
somewhat more rapidly, but still very slowly to 45

or later." (3)

(1) Thorndike, E. L., Adult Learning, p. 46.
(2) Thorndike, E. L.,Adult Learning, p. 147.
(3) Thorndike, E. L.,Adult Learninc. p. 239.
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"In general, novody uncer forty-five should restrain
himself from tryins to learn anythinz because of a
belief or fear that he s too cld to ne able to learn it.
Nor should he use that fear as an excuse for not learnirg

anything which he ourht to learn. If he fails in learning

O)

it, inanility due directly to azse will very rarely, if
ever be the reason." (1)

Por many years practically all the attention of edu-

cators centered upon the education of children and

practically no attention had been siven to the education

N

of adultse. It had been the practice of the neovnle

'O

enzaged in educational work to think that learninz was a

N

term to be used only in connection with children.

"The fact should......cure us of considering early
learning as a law of nature or as invariavly superior
and of treating learninc by adults as somethin
irrecular, renedial, casual, and trivial." (2)

For many years public money has been expended for
the education of adults preparinz for the various
professions. Even before the time of Prolfessor Thorndikest
experiments graduate courses in law, medicine, dentistry,
and education were offered and largely financed by pubdlic
funds. It seems only fair that educational work

financed by the people of a country should be democratic

In its scope. This would make necessary the offering orf

(1) Thorndike, E. L., Adult Learning, p. 177.
(2) Thorndike, E. L., Adult Learning, p. 192.
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courses wiich would ve of benefit to all of the people
wishingz to talze advantage of such opportunities.

"Tn the United States we have discriminated azainst
the adult in our use of public moneys for schools. Long

aro England recognized the needs of adults and used pubdlic

i

funds to sive them instruction in any field in which they |
micht desire it. /e are just becinnine to learn = zland's
lesson.™

"Beyond the elementary school for everybody, we nave
cenerally spealiing, spent public funds for the ecucation
of those most able to vay for it. At the cane tine we
have failed to provide at vuvlic expense the educational
service needed by those least alble to »ay Tor it. Chis
is not democracy in education.”

"In still another wayv we have discriminated between
different classes of citizens in this country. FPuolic
money has been used in enormous quantities to help one
group meet the demands which this democracy makes upon 1t.
At the same time the needs of the ordinary citizen Tor
help in meeting the demands made upon him have been alumost
entirely neglected. Demanding without helping is the
worst sort of injustice." (1)

Nathaniel Peffer says in regard to vocational
education for adults, "Such training also is necessary

and valuable. Any soclety owes 1t to its members to

equip them with instruments for sarning a living. The

(1) Payson and Haley, Adult Education in Homemaking,
Foreword by C. A. Prasser,
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responsibility devolves upon an educational system to fit
every individual to adapt himself to his environment by
the proper use of his talents~-=-the electrician and adver-
tising writer no less than the professor of Greek." (1)

Any community in which there is a need for adult
education, and most commnities will be found to have that
need, would be justified In the spending of public money
to establish and operate a program ol adult education to
fulfill that need. The cost and scope ¢i this progran
would, of course, depend upon the special characteristics
of that communitye.

"Eﬁucation is & matter that vertains to adults as
well as to youth. For more than a century the American
public has not believed this to e true; at least our
public policies have not been founded on this idea. By
its omivorous appetite for knowledge which will help 1t
in the affairs of 1life, our adult vopulation is slowly
but definitely convincing us that it needs, wants and
can profit by further education." (2)

Adult education is oY real value because 1t zives
the individual what he wants at a time when he needs it
in a way that he can benefit from it. In discussing the

facts in favor of giving schooling during the adult years,

(1) Pfeffer, Nathaniel, New Schools for Older 3Students,
4

[ ] = e
(2) Payson and Haley, Adult Education in Homemaking,
foreword by C. A. Frosser.
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ndward L. Thorndike maltes the following statements:

persons to be taught

1. "A better selection of
could be made."

2. "A better selection of the content of instruc-

both for persons in their

tion could be made,

general capacity of individuals, neighbors, and

privileges as producers and enjoyerse
3. "A better arranzement and sequence cf learning

can be providede.

wn

4, "A loss of abilities by forgetting or of
by relearning can bte prevented."

5. "The lag of schoolinc behind science and
technology can be lessened.

6. "There is a real danger that, in our zeal to

give young people the blessing of more abundant

schooling, we may be depriving many of them ol thg

satisfaction and instruction that comes from

doing something well, measuring up to standard

in some respects, accomplishing something in

o3

such a way as to earn theilr self respecte" (1)
The value received from the time and money invested
in adult education is rather high due to the Tact that the
adult student is interested in the work, otherwise he

would not be enrolled as he cares nothing Tor any credits

that might be given, he usually has had crevious

(1) Thorndike, E. L., Adult Learning, p. 190 and 191.
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ezperience or lmowledze of the subject being studied, and
can applyv the new knowledge and skills at once.

Prosser and BPass stafte the followin: facts in Tavor
of Adult Bducation as a means of economic learning:

tni

“

arn

[ 8]

<

1. "He e new skill or lmowledge about the

time he needs to use it on an old job or on a
new one., He could neither do ©
do any of the kind of learning descrived in
statements below from 2 to 7, inclusive.,"

2. "Ze builds the new experiences which the school
cgives him on the top of old expreriences."

3. "He interprets old experiences with new Tacts
and ideas."

4, "He fixes new experiences in skill and lmowledze

by usins them,"

5., "He applies old habits (methods) to the doing of
new things."

6. "He utilizes old experience as his stock of
thinking stuff in reasoning about btoth old and
new things."

7. "So far as the skill and kmowledge he wants to
learn is concerned, he had none of the foregoing
learning assets when he was a boy." (1)

The rapid growth of aduvlt education has been

noteworthy and may be taken as a sign that it 1s proving

itself a success thus far in its course. Not only has

(1) Prosser and DBass, Adult Education: The Evenin-~
Industrial F‘m'hnn") Peibo i LY ’ M
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the value of adult education been recoznized in the

-

ted Sta‘tes, but many of the vrosressive countries ol

@]

Uni:
the world lave be un to educste the adult menbers of
their populatione

"Tt lg interesting to remember that adult educatlon
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orf the adult. ZEverywnere the aim 1ls the same; to it
the adult to meet hiis share cof responsibtility in that

crsanized society which rests, at least in part, upon

RN

1s shoulders." (1)

The problewms facin- the adults of our country are
rapidly srowing. Zconomic and social chanzes are con-
tinually bein: broursht abouts. If these chanses in the
social and economic order are to be successfully met the
adults, who will have to solve theze problems, rust be

r epared to meet these chan-es.

"In the past the belief was comion that all that

¢

had to be done to safeguard our d emocracy was to educate

o]
[

3
o]
O
o
Ci
ny
.
O.J
o,
j5)

ay that belief no longer holds the same

crcedence it once dide e recosznize that social and

(1) Butler, Nicholas Lurray, Journal of idult Zducation,
October, 1931.
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economic problems facin: the country in any line of
endesvor have always to be solved by mature men and
women--adults. Consequently, any educational service
vhich can be rendered to adults to help them more wisely
to solve these osroblems is a valuable social service." (1)
In all fields of endeavor gradual changes are taking

n the

e

place in the methods used. This change occurs

2y

increasinzly scientific methods of farming, in

cf

he
performing of household work, in the maliing of aubtomobviles|

n the

I,_lo

n the conducting of wholesale or retail Ttusiness,

e

=

passing of leisure time, and practically all other forms

z
of human activity.

"It is a zenerallyv accepted truth thet an indivi-
dual's education is & continuous process Ifrom birth to

death. One has learned much before he bezins to go to

cl

school and he has much to learn after e stops going to
a regular full-time school or colleze. liew problems,

new processes, and new sltuations continually confront

e

him in his occupation. Any organized anc systenatic
instruction which will help one to male adjustment to
these everchanzing conditions renders a real and valuable
soclal service." (2)

The methods and ways of dolng many th'nss which a

child may learn while attending school during his early

(1) Schmidt and Ross, Teaching Evening and Part-Time
Classes in Vocatlonal Acriculture, p. 26.

(2) Schmidt and Ross, Teaching Lveninc and Part-Time
Classes in Vocational Agriculture, Preface p. V and
VI.




vears will be found to be changcing and if, during his
early schoolin~ he has been enrolled in courses preparing
him for his vocation, new ideas, new ways and means, new

and improved practices will constantly be confronting

)]

him a3 he advances in hiz life's worke.

¢

In regard to this nhase of the subject, C. A. Frossep
says: "In the wake of the sweepin:- chances in modern
production constantly taking place, there 1s g corres-
ponding need on the —art of the worker for new facts and

ideas or for new skills or for both. Slow processes of

+
93

o
I

trainin~ must ~ive vlece to rapi raining and the old
pick-up method of lesrnin: by rule of thumbd rmist be
suprlanted by better organized and riore sytematic ways
of conferring both skill and knowledge." (1)

It is the author's Dbelief tha:t the need for adult
education is creat enough to justify time and s tudy
spent in organizing such worke.

"Every comrunity in America needs both »rofessional
educators who are interested in educational service for
adults and a zroup of intelligent citizens who will
unite for the purpose of fosterins a service which is so

much needed by the long neglected mass of our

citizens." (2)

(1) Schmidt and Ross, Teaching Evening and Part-Time
Classes in Vocational Agriculture, Introductiocn by
Ce A. Prosser, po. 9 to 1l. )

(2) Payson, V. I., and Haley, A. H.,, Adult Zducation in
Homemaking, Foreword by C. A. Prosser.
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The studies made show that adults do learn and that
their abilities to learn eqgral or surpass the learning
abilities of children. Adults need to continue theilr
education if they are to successfully meet the demands
made upon them by the continual changes in the economic

and socilal problems they are regquired to solve,
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CHAPTER III

HMETHOD AI'D PROCEDURE

@

In making thi

O

study, the author Iirst stated

clcarly and concisely
of the major groulen
which he found necess

successful attack on

was in deciding upon

[AE]
TN
L

riajor vroutlem, Irom an analysis

he next listed the mninor nrovlems

ary to sclve In the making of g
the major nroblem. The next step

the ways and means of solving these

minor problems. The major nroblen, the minor protlems
and the ways and means of solvin~ the minor problens are

listed helowe.
I. ajor problem

To make a study the values of and needs for

adult education the Sarzent Consolidated School

J-

District and to use these values and needs

a Ior

formulate prozgram of adult educaticn

Sargent Community.

IT. llineor »roblems
l. Yo study the rhilosophy underlyins adult
educaticne.
2. To determine the values of adult education
S« To find the needs for adult education in the
Sargent Commmity.
4., To rind the nlace cf adult education in the

Sarigent Consolidated School District.
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5. To ©ind what has been done in aduvlt education

a. For men
. Tor women
6. To 7ind what could be done in advrlt educsation
at Sargent
a. For men
be Z'or women
7. To Tormmulate a oro-ram or adult education at
Sarsent which will serve the commmunity needs.
Iif. Vays and lleans of Solvinz ilinor Problens.
l. lialze a study of the nhilosophy underlying

adult education by reading such authors as

é’
Prosser, Allen, Thorndike, Schmidt, “isher, etcz.

2. llake a study of values of adult education by
reading literature tearinc on the tovic.

3. lake a study of the Sargent Community using
personal interviews, questionnalires, and
any other available method to determine the
needs cof the Sargent Community.

4., Determine tThe place of adult education in the
Sargent School by a study of the above three
ways and umeans conbined with a study of the

i 2 . .

school conditions and possibilities.

.

. llake a study of what has been done at the

Sargent Community in the way of adult educatione




6. List the possibilities for adult education Ior
the men and women in the S:trgent Comﬁunity by
using the information found in ways and means
Noe 3 combined with the Tundamentals c¢f the
philosophy o7 adu2l%t education obtained in
ways and neans llo. le

7. Develop a prosram of adult education for the
Sargent Consolidated School District from the
list obtaired in warys and means lioe & and a
study of the zchool situation Including
present program and instractorss

In item number 3 listed undcer the warys of solving

minor problems, the author found it advisable to use a

questionnaire which helped him determine the nossibilities
of adult education in the Sargent Corrmunity. A copy of

this questionnaire i1s included in the appendix. This

questionnaire was formulated after an extensive study

of the Sarzcont Community and with the 'elp of such

1

authorities as lires Davies, State Supervisor of Vocational

Fal
L

Agriculture for Colorado, lirs. Zimmermen, State Supervisor

of Vocational Home Zccnomics for Colorado, lliss Pearson,
Instructor of Vocational Home Economics in the Sargent
Consolidated &School, lire Eurkholder, Instructor of
Vocational Agriculture in the Sargent Consolidated
School, ilre H. L. Greear, Surverintendent of the Sarzent
Consolidated School, and Dr. Schmidt, Associate

Professor of Lducation in charge of Axricultural
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Tducation at the Colorado Agricultural Collee.

In choosins the subjects to be included in tast
part of the quectionnaire covering the vocational work
for men the importent enterprises of the Sarzent
Community were listed and included In this division. TFor
instance "pork oroduction" is one ¢f the Imvortant
enterprises in the corrmnity and thils enterprise vas
included under the title, "Prollems concerned with opork
production." In addition to the inclusion of =ubjects
covering the Ilmportant enterrrises some subjects were
included which covered certain rroblems found in
connection with meny of the Important enterprises such
as, "Problems concerned witlh farm business methods™, and
"Plant diseases and pests." The list of subjects Zinelly
selected Zor this division of the guestionnaire were as
follows:

1. Problems concerned with vork nroduction

2. Provlems concerned with sheep production

5. Problems concerned with ez production

4. Problems concerned with milk vroduction

S. Problems concerned with improvement of livestock

6. Problems concerned with potato production

7. Prouvlems concerned with pea nroduction

8. Problems concerned with alfalfa production

9. Problems concerned with soil improvement

10. Problems concerned with tractor and autso

revairing
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11l. Problems concerned with Tarm Dusiness methods

Lo

2. Problems concerned with plant diseases and

e
[

13+ Problems concermed with azriculture economics

division of the ques

work for women a list of sugzested fopics was secured
from the office of the State Su
Home Tconomics Tor Colorado. This list included all

major problems confronting the women living on “arms.

jd

These were studied Tfrom the viewpoint of their importance

o ol
ST 01

|.J-

to the women of the 3Sercent Commnity and the 1
subjects finally selected Tor this division of the
auestionnaire was a condensed form of the more important
of these oroblems. The subjects included in this
division were:
1. Problems concerned with menasement of the home
2. Problems concerned with social development
of the home
3. Problems concerned with health in the home
4. Problems concerned with the house
5. Problems of home concerned with child
development
6. Problems of home corcerned with clothing
7. Problems of home concerned with food

8. Problems of repairing, overhaulins, and

Improving furni ture




9. Problems concerned with home sround improvement.

to e included in

1§
@]
D

In decidinz vpon the subject

the division of the aquecztionnaire covering the non-

vocational or general phases of educatlon a study was

2

made ol the tonics susgezted by authori
and after considering their suggestions and the special
characteristics of the neople of the Sarzent Comrmnity
the following list of subjectzs were ncluded in this

a

‘Jl

vision of the questlonnaire:
le Debatin: society
2. Literary Socilety
3. Dramatic club
4. Short story writing
5. Rural socilal problems
6. Spanish club
7. Glee club
8. Problems concerned with civics
These three lists together with a letter explaining
the purpose of the study constituted the guestionnaire.
A copy of this questionnaire, which is shovm in
the appendix, was tresented to each =dult in the
community. The methods used for distributing these
questionnaires were as follows: beginning with the
twelfth grade, cach class in the school was handed

-

coplies of the questionnaire and asked to present them to

their parents and then rwturn them to the school. The
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questionnaires were not handed to the high school »upils
until school was dismissed and they were on their busses.

Vhen the wupils arrived the next mornins the gquest

I.J-
=
B
=
o
e
-
0}
—

were called for and if any pupll falled toreturn his or
her cony, they were soon asked for i1t and the reason for
the delay found.

The author handed out and collected the question-
naires ziven the hish schocol students.

The teeachers of the ~rade school volunteered to
help in handinz out the guestionnaires to te taken home
by the zrade children.

After the guestionnaires ziven to the school children
were returned or accounved for, all “he adults not
having children in school were visited and copies of
the questionnaire presented to them. After the question-
naires had been handed out and returned, a tabulation
showin;; the results was made. The results of this
tabulation appears in Chapter IV,

The tabulation coné&sted of:

le Listing the total number of men interested

in the various phases in the program.

2. Listing the total number ol women interested

in various phases in the progzram
5. Listing the total number of people interested
in each individual problem or subject.

4. Listing the total number:interested in the

progranm.
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5, Arransins the subjects contained in each of
the three divisions accordinz to the number
interested in each subject.

In the formation of the adult educational program

for the Sargent Cormmmnity the aid <f lir. Zurkholder,
Instructor of Voeational Azriculture in the Sargent

Consolidated School, and iliss Pearson, Instructor of

Vocational Home Zconomics *n the Sarzent Consolidated

]
[N
=3
(0]
[oN)

School, was obtained and with thelir heln the de
lenzth of the program, division of subjects under time
and type of class best suited to thelr nresentation

were worked oute
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CHAPTER IV

POSEIBILITIES FOR ADULT EDUCATION IN THE

SARGENT CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

In this chapter the interest shown in adult education
by the members of the Sargent Cormunity is analyzed. The
material presented 1s based upon the results of the
questionnaire discussed in Chapter III.

The returns from the questionnaire handed out were
nearly complete. This was probably due to the close
contact between the writer and the adults of the Sargent
Community and the close check made by him on the students
who helped distribute the questionnaires. Below are the

figures on the return of the questionnairese.

l. Number handed out 176
2. Number checked and returned 118
S« Number returned unchecked 52
4, Number not returned 6

The content of the gquestionnaires were arranged
in such a form that one questionnaire could be used in
finding the interests of one man and one woman. Vhere
there were more adults in the home more questionnaires
were supplled. A total of 210 people checked parts of
the questlionnaire showilng an interest in taking some
instruction in one or more subjects in adult education.

Of this total 108 were men and 102 were women.
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Table I. Percentage Interested in the Three Phases of

Advlt Zducation.

She - - : Humber ¢ Humber : Percent
~f : Receiving :Interested : Interested
Torls :fuectionnaires:in Frogram
Vocational : : :
Program for : 164 : 108 : 6549
Men : : :
Vocational ' ) ’
Frogram for : 181 : 1c2 : 6364
for ‘/omen : : :
Non=-Vocational : :
Program for : 325 : 118 : 3663
sien and Lomen : :

Pigure le Graph Showingz the Fercent of Interest in Thy
Phases of Adult Education.

(Besed on =~*~1 nunber r-ceivin- regstionnat

PPERCENT INTERESTEDR
S50

/00

vosational procre ———
vocational program

YJomen interested in
vocational program

Adults interested in
non-vocational nrozram
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Interest in Vocatiénal Subjects for Men:- The per-

centage of men interested in various subjects of a voca-

tional nature are shown in Tagble II and represented

graphically in Figure 2.

It was found that out of the 108 men showing an

interest in this part of the program 71, or 65.8 percent

were interested in "Problems concerned with potato

production." The interest in this subject was much more

than that shown in any of the other vocational subjects

for mene.

The second subject in order of interest was,

"Problems concerned with tractor and auto repairing."

There were fifty-four, or exactly half of the men

interested in this subject.

From about a third to a half of the men (30.6 - 46.3

percent) were insterested
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned
"Problems concerned

"Problems concerned

in the ten subjects of:

with
with
with

with

soil improvement"

egg production"

plént diseases and pests”
pork production"

the improvement of livestock'
farm business methods"

pea production®

acrriculture economics"

sheep production®

milk produc tion”
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The remaining subject of "Problems concerned with
alfalfa production" was of interest to about one-fourth

of the men (26.1 percent).

Table ITI. Distribution of the Number of Men Interested
in the Variocus Vocational Subjects.

(Based on 108 repliles)

sNumber Interested:Percent Intered

Subject ¢ 1in Subject :ted in Subject
Potato production : 71 ; 6547
Tractor and auto repairiné 54 ; 50.0
Soil improvement : 50 46.3
Egg produc tion ; 48 ; 44,4
Plant diseases and pests ; 44 ; 40,7
Pork production ; 43 i 39.8
Improvement of livestock ; 42 ; 3849
Farm business methods ; 42 ; 38.9
Pea production ; 38 : 35e2
Agriculture economics : 37 i 34ed
Sheep production ; 36 ; 3343
kilk production : 33 : 30.6
Alfalfa production : 26 ; 24.1




"igure 2. Percentaze of llen Interested in Various

Vocational Subjects.

(Pased upon 1CZ men interested in vocaticnal
courses )

PERCENT INTERESTED
S0 {00

Fotato production
“rcctor and suto repalring
501l improvement

Ezg oroduction

Plant diseases and pests
Pork wroductiocn
Improvenent of livestock
Farm business methods
FPea producction
Agriculture econoniics
Sheep production

Milk production

Alfalfa production
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Interest in Vocational Subjects for ¥Women.- Table III

and Figure 3 give the percentage of the women who were
interested in the various vocational subjects. They were
found to be somewhat more interested in the subject
entitled "Problems concerned with health in the home" than
in any of the other subjects offered for women. Out of
the total of 102 women 58 (56.9 percent) were interested
in this subject.

Seven other subjects were checked by from two-fifths
to a half of the women (40.2-50.0 percent). These
subjects were:

"Problems of home concerned with food"

"Problems of home concerned with child development"

"Problems concerned with the management of the home"

"Problems concerned with home ground enforcement"

"Problems of repairing, overhauling and improving

furniture"

"Problems concerned with social development of the

home"

"Problems of home concerned with clothing"

The remaining subject of "Problems concerned with
the house" was checked by about one-fifth of the women

(19.6 percent).
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Table III. Distribution of the Number of Viomen Interested
in the Various Vocational Subjects.

(Based on 102 replies)

sNumber Interested:Percent Intered

Subject : in Subject :ted in Subject
Health in home : 58 : 5649
Food problems ; 51 : 50.00
Child development : 50 P s0.1
Management of the home s 48 ;47,1
Home ground improvement ; 48 : 47.1
Repairing furniture ; 47 : 46.1
Social development ; 44 : 43.1
Clothing problems ; 41 ; 40.2
House problems 20 ; 19.6




Fizure 3. Fercentoge of Jomen In

.sed upon 102 women interested in vocational

PERCENT INTERESTED

R S0 . /00
Health in home
Food protlems

C
-

bt

111d development

lanagenent of t he home

Repairing furniture

So0cial development

House nroblems

Horme round improvement I




Interest in Non-Vocational Subjectse- The percentage

of adults interested in various subjects of non-vocational
nature are shown in Table IV and represented graphically
in Figure 4.

There were 118 people - men and women - who showed
an interest in this fleld by contract with 108 men and
102 women who showed an interest in vocational work. Of
the 118 people interested in the non-vocational subjects
there was a wide scattering of interests than was the case
with the other groups.

In this field more of the people were interested in
"Rural social problems" and "Problems concerned with
clvies" than in any other subject. Each of these was
checked by forty-one people, or about one-third (34.8
percent) of the total.s The subject "Literary society"
ranked third in the number interested, being checked by
27 people or about one-fourth (22.9 percent) of the total,
All of the other subjects were checked by from sixteen

to twenty-four adults (13.6-20.3 percent).
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Table IV. Distributlon of the Number of aAdults Interested
in the Various Non~Vocational Subjectse.

(Based on 118 replies)

Subject sNumber Interested:Percent Interested

: In Subject : in Subject
Soclal problems ; 41 ; 34,8
Civic problems : 41 : 34.8
Literary society ; 27 : 22.9
Spanish club ; 24 ; 203
Dramatic club : 23 ; 19.5
Glee club 'i 23 : 19.5
Short story writing ; 21 : 17.7
Debating society ; 16 : 13.6




Civic problens

Literary soclety

Snanish club

Dramatic club

Glee club

Short story writing

Debating soclety

'lTI""

Firure 4. Percentage of Feople Interested in
llon-Vocationagl Zubjects,
(Based on 118 advlts interested in non-
vocational courczes)
PeErRCENT INTERESTED
SO JOO
Social pnroblems
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Summary.=- The number of people showing an
Interest in the non-vocational or general educational
division of the program was approximately half as many
as those interested in the vocational subjects.

It was felt by the writer that two factors helped to
cause unequal interest: first, the present intense
concentration being given, by necessity, to the earning
of a living and operating the family on a very restricted
budget; second, the fact that the people of the community
~in the past, by participating in adult classes studying
vocational subjects, had become familiar with such work
but no general educational subjects having been previously
offered for adults, they were not accustomed to that type
of work.

The number of men and women interested in vocational
subjects were practically the same. In the vocational
subjects for men the interest was greater in the subject
of "Problems concerned with potato production" than in
any other subjecte This seems only logical as potatoes
are the greatest source of cash income to the farmers of
the community.

The second subject in order of interest to the men
was, "Problems concerned with tractor and auto repairing."
This subject is generally recognized as being of great
importance to the people of the Sérgent Community for two

reasons: the first being the need of good transportation
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facilities, and the second being the wilde use of power
machinery.

The subject entitled "Problems concerned with alfalfa
production" proved to be of the least interest. Assuming
that this indicated a lack of interest in the raising of
alfalfa, the situation seems peculiar. This subject
apparently should be of great interest to the farmers of
the communilty because of the amount of livestock raised
and the vaue of alfalfa in crop rotation and soil improve-
ment.

The interest of the women in the vocational subjects
was rather evenly distributed with the exception of that
in the subject "Problems concerned with the house." The
number interestéd in this subject was less than half of
the number interested in the next lowest subject. The
subjects concerned with health, food, and child develop-
ment showed the greatest amount of iInterest and represent
the various problems connected with the raising of
families.

While the interest in the care of home grounds,
repairing of furniture, clothing problems, management of
the home, and soclal development of the home 1s somewhat
less, the number interested in these subjects does not
fall below forty=-one or 40.2 percent of the total number
of women interested in the vocational work.

The interest of the adults in the non-vocational or
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general fields of educatlon was greater in the subjects,
"Rural soclal problems" and in, "Problems concerned with
clvics." This amount of interest in social and civic
problems was doubtless to be expected as the people of
the commmity have, in the past, shown great interest

In the social and civic problems of the cormmunity.
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CHAPTER V

A SUGGESTIVE PROGRAII OF ADULT EDUCATION
FOR THE SARGENT COMMUNITY

From the amount of interest shown by the adults of
the commnity in each of the three divisions of the adult
educational work, the writer concluded that the formation
of a program of adult education for the Sargent Comrmunity
would be justified.

Such a program should include, if practical, those
courses in which the interest of the people of the
community was greateste In the fileld of vocational work
for men and women the interest was fairly well divided
over the subjects with one exception in each group. In
the vocational work for men the interest in "Problems
concerned with alfalfa production", was not great and in
the vocaticnal subjects for women the interest in the
subject, "Problems concerned with the house" ranked
comparatively low.

In the non=-vocational division of work the interest
of the people was centered on two of the subjects. These
were, "Rural social problems", and "Problems concerned
with civics." 1In the other subjects in this division of
the questionnaire the interest was scattered. Of the

remaining subjects the greatest interest was shown in




"Literary society", with twenty-seven people checking
this item.

Table V gives the combined 1ist of subjects which
were of the most interest to the adults of the Sargent
Community. This 1ist includes only those which were of

Interest to over thirty people.
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Table V. Distribution of Interest in Subjects Checked

by Over Thirty People.

Number Interested

Subject : in Subject
Potato production ; 71
Health in the home ; 58
Tractor and auto repairing ; 54
Food problems : 51
Soil improvement ; 50
Child development : 50
Management of the home ; 48
Home ground improvement ; 48
Egg production ; 48
Repalring furniture § 47
Socilal development : 44
Plant diseases and pests : 44
Pork production ; 43
Improvement ot livestock : 42
Farm buslness methods ; 42
Clothing mroblems ; 41
Socilal problems : 4]
Civic problems : 41
Pea production : 38
Agriculture economics : 37
Sheep production § 36
Milk production ; 33
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In order to cover the twenty-two subjects in which
the communilty expressed an interest a two year program
was felt to be imperative. The program presented in this
chapter is based on a two year plan.

Adult educational programs, in general, follow two
plans of procedure. One 1is a plan which spreads the
subject content over a long period of time; in the other,
all meetings of a class are held within a comparatively
short time.

The meetings in the first type of class, often
referred to as those with seasonal sequence, would usually
be held not more frequently than twice a month and the
meetings be spread over a period of several months. In
the second type an intensive program would be vut into
effect that might call for ten or more meetings in a
relatively short time.

According to authorities in the field of adult
education the following are some of the advantages of
each type of class.,

Advantages of Classes in Seasonal Sequence

Particularly in Vocational Subjects.

1. This type of course zlves the leader more time
to prepare for each meeting.

2. It avoids the tiring effect of short intensive
study.

5. It gives time to apply the things learned before

another problem is met.
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Advantages of Short Intensive Classes.-

le The short intenslive classes would make 1t possible
to hold the greater portion of the work durilng
the months when the people of the community have
the most leisure tlme.

2. It i1s easier to maintain enthusiasm, interest,
and attendance if classes are held over a short
period of t ime.

3. When the meetings are close together, the subject
matter studied is apt to be very closely
correlated.

In 1line with the advice of the experts who at an
earlier time had assisted with the formation of the
questionnaire four classes in vocational subjects for
women and four for men were selected as outstandingly
fitted for the seasonal sequence plan. Two of these
classes for men and two for women, it was felt, should
be given during the first year and the other two in
each case, the second year. These classes are listed
below.

Classes Based Upon Seasonal Sequence.-

Iien
l. Problems concerned with egg production
2. Problems concerned with potato production
3. Problems concerned with plant diseases and pests

4, Préblems concerned wlth pork vroduction
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1.
2.
Se
4.

The first two subjects in each of the above lists
were included as part of the first year's program.
Intensive study over a short period of t ime was
suggested as best suited for the other vocational subjects
previously listed in Table V. It was decided to build
the program so that about half of these vocational subjects

would be presented during the first year. Such classes

are lis
they be

Voc

Women
Problems concerned with health in the home
Problems of home concerned with child development
Problems of home concerned with food

Problems of home concerned with social development

ted below with the tentative time during which
taught suggested.

ational Classes to be Held First Year.-

Topics for len Time to be 0Offered

Problems concerned with
Oc tober, 1933
improvement of livestock

Problems concerned with
January, 1934
tractor and auto repairing

Problems concerned with
February, 1954

soll improvement

Problems concerned with
March, 1934
sheep production

Problems concerned with
Once a month
egg production
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Topics for len Time to be Offered

6. Problems concerned with
Once a month
potato production

Topics for Viomen

1. Problems of home concerned
Oc tober, 1933
with clothing
2. Problems concerned with
March, 1934
home ground improvement
3. Problems concerned with
Once a month
health in the home
4. Problems of home concerned
Once a month
with child development
The other vocational classes included in the program
would then be held during the s econd year. These
classes are listed below and the time when they might
be taught is here suggested.

Vocational Classes to be Held in Second Year.-

Topics for len Time to be Offered

l. Problems concerned with
November, 1934
milk production

2. Problems concerned with
December, 1934
farm business methods

3« Problems concerned with
January, 1935
agriculture economlcs

4, Problems concerned with
February, 1935
pea production
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Topics for Men Time to be Offered

5. Problems concerned with
Once a month
plant diseases and pests

6. Problems concerned with
Once a month
pork production

Topics for Viomen

l. Problems concerned with
November, 1934
management of the home
2. Problems of repairing,
overhauling, and improving February, 1935
furniture
3. Problems of home concerned
Once a month
with food
4. Problems of home concerned
Once a month
with social development
It might incidentally be mentioned that the topic
entitled "Problems concerned with alfalfa production",
is not included in the above list as it was the choice
of only twenty-six men. A number of those interested
felt that thiswould be a good topic to include in the
program after interest in soil improvement had been

aroused,

Non-Vocational Subjects Included in Program.- The

non-vocational topics for men and women could seemingly
best be handled in classes that met at regular intervals

thruout the winter months. The suggested work would
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include the classes in rural social problems, in civic
problems, and a literary society.

Due to the pressing need for the vocational work
and the limited time that might be given to the entire
program, it was felt that only the first two of the
above subjects should be given during the first year.
Since the two most popular non=-vocational subjects were
"Rural social rroblems" and "Problems concerned with
civics", these two have been included in the first
year's program.

The second year's program might to advantage select
subjects from such topics as "Literary society",
"Spvanish club", "Drametic club", "Glee club" and
"Short story writing." DNearly the same number of people
were interested in e ach of these subjects with a
slightly larger number interested in the Literary soclety.
A decision at the present time as to a choice was felt
to be inadvisable. If the need should be shown for
continuing the classes studying "Rural social vroblems",
and "Problems concerned with civics", into the second
year's program this also could be done.

If the announcement were made before the opening
of the second year's work that the program could not
include all of the above mentioned topics a preference
might be expressed which should help to determine the

selectione
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On the following pages the suggested program for
the two year's work in adult education for the Sargent
Community 1s elaborated.

In the following suggested program the term
"intermittent" is used to mean those classes holding
about one meeting a month and not necessarily following

a plan of seasonal sequence.




Table VI. OSuggested Two-Year Adult Program For the
Sargent Commmunity.

A. List of Classes to be Offered the First Year.

llen : Type
Topic or : of When Held
Vlomen : Class
Egg production .Seasonal Cnce a month

Men :3easgsonal

Women :Seasonal
Women :Seasonal

:Intensive

Potato production Once a month

Health in home Cnce a month
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Child development Once a month

Improvement of October, 1933
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livestock :

Tractor and auto Men :Intensive January, 1934
repairing :

Soll improvement :lMen :Intensive February, 1934
Sheep productlon :Men tIntensive March, 1934
Clothing tViomen :Intensive October, 19353
Home ground ; :

improvement :WWomen :Intensilve larch, 1934
Rural social :Both ;Intermittent Cnce a month
problems : :
Civics ;Both ;Intermittent Once a month
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Table VI. (Continued)
Be. List of the Classes

to be Offered the Second Year.

proving furniture
A choice of two of
Rural Social
problems (Cont'd)

Civic problems
(Cont'd.)

Literary Socilety
Spanish club

Dramatic club

Short story
writing

Glee club

the following:

:Both

Both

= td ot o™
(@] O O O (@]
ct ct t c+ ¢t
ny [l e S S

®s oo sp 00 o ..

sIntermittent

Intermittent

e o0 OG0y
® op o5 sp0s o0

§Intermittent3

§Intermittent§
sIntermittent:
st Intermittent:

oy

Intermittent

s evos o

slMen : Type :
Topic : or : of : iThen Held
:Vlomen : Class :
Plant diseases ‘Men *Seasonal * Once a month
and pests : : :
Pork production :Men tSeasonal ¢ Once a month
Food :Women :Seasonal : Once a month
Socilal development:Women :Seasonal :+ Once a month
M1ilk production :ilen sIntensive : November, 1934
Farm business :Men :Intensive : December, 1934
me thods : : :
Agriculture :len :Intensive : January, 1935
economics : :
Pea productilon :Llen :Intensive : February, 1935
Management of : : :
the home :WWomen :Intensive ¢+ November, 1934
Repalring, over- : : :
hauling, and im- :Women :Intensive :+ February, 1935

Once a month

Once a month

Once a month
Once a month
Once a month
Once a month

Once a month
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Certain additional items demand consideration as
they may affect the suggested program. These are
discussed briefly at this point.

From the writer's experience in, and from his
personal knowledge of, the Sargent Consolidated School
District it is his belief that the contemplated program
for adult education should be an addition to the already
exlsting Sargent Consolidated School system. The logical
place for the holding of adult classes of the district
would be in the Sargent School buildings because they
are centrally located, well equipped and are large
enough to accommodate most any classes that might be
formed.

The leaders of theadult classes could be obtained
from the faculty and other employees of the Sargent
Consolidated School District and f rom successful farmers
and women of the community who have shown outstanding
leadership abilitye. The members of the various classes
might help in the selection of the leaders of their
groupse. This selection should, however, be guided
by someone that knows the requirements of this type
of work.

The leaders should study the methods that have been
successfully used in adult classes elsewhere. The
teaching of adult classes is, in 5 eneral, quite different

>

from the teaching of regular grade and high school work.
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This fact should be constantly in the mind of those
teaching adult classes,

The ezact time of the meetings should be decided by
the various sroups after taking into consideration the
wishes of the individual members, the need of avoiding
conflicts with other classes, and the season of the year.
The time for holding the meetings should be sufficiently
flexible so as to meet the varilous conditions that may
occur, such as storms, other commmunity activlities, and
any special needs that arise.

Some of the classes that are scheduled to meet in
seasonal sequence may call for more than one meeting a
month to be spent on the work. An example of this might
arise during the canning season in the work taken under
the topic "Problems of home concerned with food."

A change should be considered at any time that more
frequent meetings would meet existing conditions more
satisfactorily.

IT the time of meetings for wonen are planned so as
to coincide with those for men, a greater number of those
interested may be expected to attend.

In conducting a program such as has been sugsested
in this work those in charge of the prozram should
remember that the desires, interests, and needs of any
group will vary with changing conditionse As these

desires, interests, and needs change any program now
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planned will, in order more fully to meet the requirements
of the adults of the community, need to be changed from
time to time.

Ways and means of keeping up the commmnity interest
in such a program should be worked out. This could
include the publicity given by newspaper articles des-
cribing the program, the forming of attendance committees
for the various classes, and obtaining outside speakers
of note.

It is not improbable that the expense of conducting
vocational adult classes might be met, in part, by federal
and state aide The expense to the Sargent School District

for heating and lighting the buildings would be nominale.
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CHAPTER VI

SULIARY AT COIICLUSIOQNS

The Problem.- The problem investizated, upon which

this study was based, was to formulate a program of adult
education for the Sargent Cormrmunity which is located in
the San Luls Valley of Colorado.

Illajor Objectivese- This study had two major

objectives:

l. A determination of the interests of the adults
in the various subjects that mizht ve included
in a prosram of adult education

2. The Tformation oI a suggestive prozgram for adult
education in the Sarient Corrmnity based upon

the interests shown.

Procedure.- In order to find the interests of the
adults in the various subjects that might be included in
a program for adult education in the Sargent Cormunity
a questionnaire was used. This questionnaire consisted
or three main divisions each devoted to a particular
phase of adult educations

l. Vocarvional subjects for men

2. Vocational subjects Tfor wonen

Se Non=-vocational subjects for men and women




The division entitled "iien" contained a 1list of
vocational subjects covering problems which were thought

would be of iInterest and value To the men of the
communitye.

The ¢ivision entitled "omen" conteined a list of
vocational subjects which mizht be of Interest and value
to.-the women of the comrmunity.

The division entitled "ilen and VWomen" conteined
a list of subjects in which voth the men and women of
the community might be interested.

The questlonnaire was cuilt with the help of
experts 1In the adult education field anc was =0 cons=-

]

ding the interes

E

tructed thet one copy ctould be used in T

o

of one man and one woman. B3Soth man and wife generally
replied on the same questionnaire. The total number of
questionnaires handed out was 176, 0 this total 118
were checked and returned, 52 were returned unchecked
and 6 were not returned.

Of those receilving the questionnaires about two-
thirds of the men and the women were interested in
vocational work and about one=-third were interested in
at least some phase of non-vocational work.

Out of the total of 325 men and women returning
questionnaires 210 were interested in vocational work

whille a total of 118 were interested inron-vccational

worke
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12 subjectse
"P‘r’*

t of 108 men interested in the vocational

subjects for men,

oblems
"Problems
"Problems
"Provlems
"Problens
"Problems
"Problems

"Problems

"Problems
"Problems
"Problems

"Problems

33 men or more were interested in
In order of interest these subjects were:
concerned with potato production®
concerned with tractor and auto repalring"
concerned with soil improvement"
concerned with egz production"
concerned with plent diseases and pests”
concerned with pori production'"
concerned with improvement of livestock"
concerned with farm business methods"
concerned with pea production"
concerned with agriculture economics”
concerned with sheep production"
concerned with millk nroduction"

The most interest was shown 1n potato production.

This was to be expected as the potato cror is the chief

source of cash income to the farmers of the communlty.

Out of 102 women interested in the vocational

subjects for women, 41 or riore women were intercsted in

8 subjectse.

were:
"Problems
"Problems
"Problems

"Problems

These subjects in order of

concerned with health in the
of home concerned with food"
of home concerned with child

concerned with management of

interest

showm

home"

development"

t he home"
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"Problems concerned with home ground improvement"

"Provlems of repalring, overhauling, and

improving furniture

"Problems concerned with socisl development of the

home"

"Problems of home concerned witnh clothing"

In the non-vocational division of the questlonnaire

the interest was centered upon the two subjects "Rural

social moblems" and "Problems concerned with civics.

n

EBach of these subjects were checked by 41 adultse. The

interest in the other non-vocational subjects was

scattered r anging from 1¢ interested in the debating

society to 27 interested in the literary society.

A composite 1list of the subjects in which over

thirty people showed an inteeest 1is given, in order cf

interest, as follows:

"Problems
"Problems
"Froblems
"Problems
"Problems
"Problems
"Problems
"Problemns
"Problems

"Problems

concerned with potato production'
concerned with health in the home"
concerned with tractor and auto revailring"

o
L

of home concerned with food"

concerned with soil improvement"

of home concerned with child development”
concerned with management c¢f the home"
concerned with home ground improvement"

concerned with egg production”

of repairing, overhauling, and

improving furniture"

mreer-
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"Problems concerned with soclal developnent of
the home"

"problems concerned w ith plant diseases and pests”

"Proplems concerned with pork production'

"Problems concerned with improvement of livestock"

"Problems concerned with farm business methods"

"Problems of home concerned with clothing”

"Rural social problems"

"Problems concerned with civics"

"Problems concerned w ith pea productlon'

"Problems concerned with azriculture economics”

"Problems concerned with sheep production"

"Problems concerned with milk production™

The interest in these subjects seemed sufficient
to justify their inclusion in the program of adult
education which is suggested in this study.

Formation of the Suggested Program.- A suggested

program for adult e ducation in the Sargent Communlty was
formede This program was set on a two-year basis in

£L

order to include all the subjects of interest to groups
large enough to make it advisable to offer the subjects.
Two types of classes were suggested for those interested
in the vocational work. These were first, the type of
class in which the subject matter studied 1s to be

taken up in seasonal sequence; and second, the type of

class in which the work is to be given in an intensive

manner during a relative short period of time.
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The vocational subjects to be included in the program
were divided into two zgroups, those best fitted to the
seasonal sequence type of instruction, and those best
fitted to short intensive study.

The two non-vocational subjects of interest to cver
thirty of the adults were included in the first year's
program. Since there was less specific interest in the
other non-vocational subjects, a suggestion was made
that the non-vocational subjects to be included in the
second year's program be decided upon at the conclusion
of the first year.

The following two year prozram for adult education
in the Sargent Community is suggzested:

A. List of Classes to be 0Offered First Year.

Topic lien Type Yhen
or of -
Women Class Held
Egg production Ilen Seascnal Once a month
Potato production Ikien Seasonal Once a nonth
Health in home Vlomen Seasonal Once a month
Chilc development (fomen Seasonal Once a month
Improvement of
livestock ken Intensive Oc tober, 1933
Tractor and auto
repalring kien Intensive January, 1934
Soil improvement lien Intensive February, 1934
Sheep production Ilen Intensive March, 1934
Clothing Women Intensive Oc tober, 1633
Home ground im-
provement lJomen Intensive kiarch, 1934
Rural social
problems Both Intermittent Cnce a month

Civics Both Intermittent Once a month
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B. List of Classes to be 0Offered Second 7Year.

Iien Type Vhen
m s
Topic wor of Held
women Class
Plant diseases
and pests Iien Seasonal Once a month
Pork production Ilen Seasonal Once a month
Food problems Yomen Seasonal Once a month
Social development iomen Seasonal Once & month
IMilk production ilen Intensive November, 1934
Farm business
methods lien Intensive December, 1934
Agriculture
econonmics lien Intensive January, 1935
Pea production Iien Intensive February, 1935
lianagement of the
home Yiomen Intensive November, 1934
Furniture repair-
ing YJjomen Intensive Tebruary, 1935
And two of the
following:
Rural social
problems
continued Both Intermittent Once a month
Civics
continued Both Intermittent Once a month
Literary Society Both Intermittent Once a month
Spanish club Both Intermittent Cnce a month
Dramatic club Both Intermittent Once a nonth

This investication shows that a larje number of
the adults residing in the Sargent Consolidated School
District are interested in continuing their educational
work. They are more interested in studying worlk in the
vocational field than in the non-vocational field. Yet
sufficient interest is shown in non-vocational work to

justify its inclusion in the progran.
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Limitations c¢f the Studye.= The writer realizes

that this study has certain limitations. Amonz them is

the fact that the persons checking varicus subjects listed

N

in the quectionnaire might, or mizht not, actually enroll

and participate in classes organized for studying those

subjectse

p

In making the list of subtjecte used in the

{

questionnaire the author attempted to list all subjects
of importance to the community. This did not take into
account new provlems which mizht arise and deserve
considerations. The choice of subjects for the suggested
prosram was largely based upon the interest shown in
thesec subjects and did not indude the develcpment of any

value to the

H

potential enterprises which mizht be o
people of the Sargent Cormmnity. A few other suopjects
were suggested on the quectionnaire by menvers of the
community as also being worthy of consideration.

Uses of the Studye.= The adults of the Sarcent

Community have closely similar interests both economically
and socially. The use of the present study in its
entirety would be limited to cormunities in which a like
situation exists. The method used in this study, it is
felt, could be of use 1in setting up a program for a

homogeneous group of people in any community,
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Sargent Consolidated School
lionte Vista, Colorado
December 5, 1932

To the People of the S8argent Community

Dear Patrons:

Lvery-where, and much more so now than in the past,
adults are taking advantage of educational opportunities
offered by the schools in thelr corrmmunities., The schools
are constantly rendering enlarged educational services
to adults,.

I am making a study of the Sargent Community to
determine possibilities for adult education in order that
the Sargent Consolidated School may better serve all the
people in the comrmnity. The plan is not to start a
prograr in adult education immediately in the Sargent
Consolidated School, but it is to lay the ground work for
future adult education in the community.

In attempting to determine the possibilities for
adult education in the Sargent Commmunity it is necessary
to discover the desires of the people and this is what I
am attempting to do in thils letter by means of guestion-
naires which I am enclosing and which I would be pleased
to have you fill out.

b
t

The subjects chosen for study by the a dult patrons
of the Sargent Consolidated Schcool District would te
divided into such units as would seem most desirable to
the groupse This question would be decided at a confer-
ence held at the Tirst meetings and at that time a schedule
would be arranged to neet the convenience cf each class.
In what-ever classes are formed no tuition fees would
be charged and patrons would attend only those classes
studying units in which they are most interested.

I would be very grateful to you, if you would check
and return the enclosed questionnaire to me at an early
datee

Respectfully yours,

(Signed) John V. Bernard

Principal of High School
Sargent Consolidated School
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lien

I am making a survey to determine the possibllities for
adult education in the Sargent Comrmnity. Listed below
are severcl main subjects in which instruction for men
could be offered by the largent Consolidated School.

W1ll vou please checlk those sutjects that you might be
interested in studying.

Subjects Check
l. Problems concerned with onork production 1. ()
2. Problems concerned with sheep production 2. ( )

3e Problems concerned with egg production 3. ()

e

4, Problems concerned with milk production 4, (

5. Problems concerned with improvement of 5. ( )
livestock

6. Problems concerned with potato production 6. ( )

7. Problems concerned with pea production 7. ()
8. Problems concerned with alfalfa productionS. ( )
9. Problems concerned with soil improvement 9. ( )

10. Problems concerned with +tractor and auto 10. ( )
repaliring

a
2

11l. Problems concerned witlhh Tarm business 11. ()
methods

12. Problems concerned with plant diseases 12. ()
and pests.

13. Problems concerned with agriculture 13« ()
econonics

If there are any other subjects you would e interested in
studying, rlease list them below:

1.

Ze
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v/lomen

I am making a Survey to determine the possibilities for
education in the argent Comnunwty. Listed uvelow are
gseveral main subJects in vhich instruction for women could
be offcred vy the Sargent Consolidated School.

T

11 vou please check those subjects that you mizht ve
.
ceres

1
interested in studying.

r

Subject Check

le Problems concerncsd with nanagement of le ()
the hone

[
(o]
o]

1
A}
L)
—~

~

2, 2 ovlems concerncd witlh: soolial lsve
ment of the home

[

3. Provlems concerned vith health In the 3¢ ()
home

4, Proulems concernced yith the house e ()

5e Problems of home concerned with cnild 5¢ ()
development

6. Problems of home concerned with clothing 6. ( )
()

7. Problems of home concerned with food 7e ()
8. Problems of repairing, overhauling, and 8. ()

improving Iurniture

9. Problems concerned with home ground 9. ()
improvement

If there are any other subjects you would e interested in
studying please 1list them below.
1.

2e

Se




-] -

lien and ‘/omen

In addition to wvocational work such as has been mentioned,
the Sargent Consolidated Zchool could alzo offer instruc-
tion in general fields for both men and women. I you

would be interested in enrolling in any of these subjects,

please indicate this Ly checking the subjects.

Subjects Check
ilen  ‘Jomen
1. Debating society 1. () ()

o

[ ]
~—~
~
~—~
-

2¢ Literary soclets
J

5. Dramatic club 3¢ () ()
4, Short story writing 4, () ()
Se Rural social problenms 5. () ()
6. Spanish club 6. () ()
7. Glce club 7. () ()
8. Problemes concerned with civics 8. () ()

If there are any other subjects you would be interested in
studying please 1list them below.

1.

2
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4,

Instructions to Teachers

Thoge children having brothers or s
higher grades will not be aszled ¢
as it will De taken Ly the menmber o
in the highcr grade.

Ho attempt is to be made o remember vhic
naire any certain child brings back.

-

in
ome,
Tanily

h question-

If the parents do not care to checlt the quection-

naire, the child 1s to e urged t©o return

i1t counts as a reply. The numder oi gues
read by the parents and then trouzht back
used in figuring the percentage of return
class,

Six boxes of candy will be given as prize
class having the highest cercentage of re
receive the largest amount and the class
second highest percentage of returns will
the second largest anmount oi candy, etc.
percentage returns will be Dased on the n

quecetlionnaires returned at the end of a w
l.ee 1f the questionnaires are handed out
the percentage of returns will Le fisured
following Tuesday evenings

it as
Ttionnairs
will Te
s in each

5 Che
turns will
naving the

recelv
The

umber of

eek's time,
Tuesday
the
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The problem investigated, upon which this study
was based, was to formulate a program of adult education
for the Sargent Community which 1s located in the San Luis
Valley of Coloradoe

Due to the fact that the Sargent Community is
strictly rural, that practically all of the farmers have
slmilar problems, and that they have considerable leisure
time during the winter months, it appeared to the writer
that here was a good opportunity for work in adult
education.

Minor Problemse.= The minor problems necessary to

solve the major problem were as follows:

le To study the philosophy underlying adult education.

2. To determine the values of adult education

3. To find the needs for adult education in the
Sargent Community

4, To find the place of adult education in the
Sargent Consolidated School District

5. To find what has been done in adult education
at Sargent

6. To find what could be done in adult education
at Sargent

7. To formulate a @wogram of adult education at

Sargent which will serve the community needs.




Procedures.= A questionnaire was sent to the adults
hf the Sargent Community. This questionnalre consisted
f three main divisioms each devoted to a particular phase
bf adult education.

1. Vocational subjects for men

2. Vocational subjects for women

3. Non-vocational subjects for men and women

The division entitled "llen" contained a list of
vocational subjects covering problems which were thought
would be of interest and value to the men of the
cormmunity.

The division entitled "\Jomen" contained a list of
vocational subjects which might be of interest and value
to the women of the comrmunity.

The division entitled "lien and Women" contained a
list of subjects in which both the men and women of
the community might be interested.

A copy of this questionnaire may be found in the
Appendix of the thesis.

The questionnaire was so constructed that one

copy could be used in finding the interest of one man
and one womane. Both man and wife generally replied on
the same questionnaire. The total number of question-
naires handed out was 176. Of this total 118 were
checked and returned, 52 were returned unchecked and

six were not returned.




FPindingse.=- The data in Table I shows the number
of persons Interested in each of the three lines of
work as gathered by the questlonnaire.

Table I. Percentage Interested in the Three Phases of

Adult Education.

Number ¢ Hunmver Percent
Receilving tInterested: 1nrepested
Questilonnaires:in Prozram:

o0 o0 oo

Vocational : 164 : 108 : 65,9
Program for Ilen : : :
Vocational : 161 : 102 : 6363
Program for Women : :
Non-Vocatilional : : :
Program for : 325 : 118 : 3643

lien and Viomen

Out of the total of 325 men and women returning

questionnaires 210 were interested in vocatlonal work,

vhile a total of 118 were interesited in non-vocstional

worlke

Table II gives the distribution of the men interested

in vocational subjects for men.
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Table II. Distribution of the Number of lien Interested
in the Various Vocational Subjects.

(Based on 108 replies)

Number ¢

Subject :Interested: Percent
:In Subjects:
Potato production : 71 :+ 65.8
Traector and auto repairing : 54 : 50.0
S0il improvement : 50 t 4643
Egg production H 48 : 44.4
Plant diseases and pests : 44 : 40,8
Prok production : 43 s 39,9
Improvement of livestock : 42 : 3849
farm business methd s H 42 : 3849
Pea production : 38 : 35.1
Agriculture economics : 37 : 34.2
Sheep production : 36 r 33.3
1111k production : 33 : 3046
Alfalfa productlon : 26 s 24,0

The interest in potato productlon was to be
expected as the potato crop is the chief source of cash
income to the farmers of the comrmmunitye. All of the
remaining topics, vith the exception of alfalfa production

were of interest to over thirty men.

Table III gives the distribution of the women

interested in vocational subjects for women.




Table III. Distribution of the Number of Women Interested

in the Various Vocational Subjects.

(Based on 102 replies)

: Number :
Subject sInterested: Percent

+In Subject:
Health in home : o8 : 56,9
Food @ oblem : 51 + 50.0
Child development : 50 : 49,0
lianagement of the home : 48 : 47.0
Home ground improvement : 48 s 47,0
Repairing furniture : 47 s 46.8
Social development H 44 s 43.1
Clothing pr oblems : 41 t 4062
House problems : 20 : 19.56

The number of women interested in the various

vocational subjects ranged from 41 to 58 with the

exception of the number interested in the subject

"pProblems concerned with the house,"

This subject was

of interest to only twenty of the women.

Table IV gives the distributlion of adults

interested in the non-vocational subjects.




Table IV. Distribution of the Number of Adults

Interested in the Various Hon-=vocational

Subjectse
(Based on 118 replies)

: Number :
Subject s+ Interested ¢ Percent
: In Subject
Social mr oblems : 41 : 34.8
Civiec poblems : 41 : 3448
Literary society : 27 : 2249
Spanish club : 24 s 2063
Dramatic club : 23 : 1945
Glee club : 23 : s
Short story writing : 21 : 17.8
Debating society : 16 : 1366

In this division of the questionnaire the interest
was centered upon the two subjects "Rural social problems"
and "Problems concerned with civics." ZEach of these
subjects were checked by 41 adults. The interest in
the other non-vocational subjects was scattered ranging
from 16 interested in the debating society to 27
interested in the literary societye.

Table V lists the subjects in vhich over thirty

people showed an interest.
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Table V. Distribution of Interest in Subjects Checked

by Over Thirty People.

Number Interested

Subject : In Subject
Potato @ oduction : 71
Health in the home : 58
Tractor and auto repairing : o4
Food problems : 5l
S0i]l improvement : o0
Child development : o0
ltanagement of the home : 48
Home ground improvement : 48
Egg mroduction : 48
Repalring furniture : 47
Social development : 44
Plant diseases and pests s 44
Pork production : 43
Improvement of livestock : 42
Farm business methods : 42
Clothing i oblems : 41
Soclal problems : 41
Civic problemns : 41
Pea production : 38
Agriculture economics : 37
Sheep production : 56
1111k production : 33

The interest in these subject seemed sufficient
to Jjustify their inclusion in the program of adult
education which is suggested in this study.

ormation of the Suggested Program.= A sugzsested

program for adult education in the Sargent Comrmmnity is
found on Page 7 of this abstract. This program was set
on a two-year basis in order to include all the subjects
of Interest to groups large enough to make it advisable
to offer the subjectss. Two types of classes were

suggested for those Interested in the vocational work,




These were firzt, the type of class in which the subject
matter studied is to be taken up in seasonal sequence;
and second, the type of class in which the work is to be
glven in an Intensive manner during a relative cshort
e rilod of time.

The vocational subjects to be included in the
program were divided into two groupss those best fitted

to the seasonal sequence type of instruction and those

best fitted to short intensive study.
The suggested two year program for adult education

in the Sargent Community 1s shown in Table VI.

Table VI. A Suggested Two Year Program for Adult
Education in the Sargent Cormmunity.

A. List of Classes to be Offered First Year.

Llen : Type
Topic or : of When
Women Class Held
Egg productlon Ilen tSeasonal Once a month
Potato production kien tSeasonal Once a month
Health 1n home Viorien :Seasonal Once & month

Child development Women :Seasonal Once a month

00 90 20 00 8¢ 00 P00 90 G200 8¢ o

Improvement of lien s:Intensive October, 1933
livestock :

Tractor and auto lien tIntensive January, 1934
repalring :

Soil improvement Iien tIntensive: February, 1934

Sheep production Men tIntensive: liarch, 1934

Clothing Women :Intensives October, 1933

Home ground Women :Intensives llarch, 1934

O 90 2o 20 00 00 60 00 02 00 00 00 00 o200 00 e

Improvement : : :
Rural soclal problems Both s:Intermittent Once a month
Civics ¢ Both :Intermittent Once a month
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B. List of Classes to be Offered Second Years

Jdlen 3 Type :

Topic . or 3 of : When

tVoment Class : Held
Plant diseases and pests :lien :Seasonal :Once a month
Pork moduction slilen :Seasonal :Once a month
([Food problems sWomen:Seasonsal tOnce a month
Social development sViomen:Seasonal tOnce a month
il1lk production tlien :Intensive :November,1934
Farm business methods tlien :Intensive tDecember,1934
Agriculture economilcs tllen :Intensive sJanuery, 1935
Pea production sllen :Intensive s+February,l1935
; flanagement of the home tWomens Intensive :November,1934
Furniture repairing tliomensIntensive tFebruary,l1935

And two of the following:
Rural soclal problems
continued

us}
O
ct
inp

sIntermittent:Once a month

Civics continued :Both :Intermittent:Once a month
Literary society :Both :Intermittent:Once a month
Spanish club t+Both :Intermittent:Once a month
Dramatic club : a month

Both :Intermittent:Once

This investigation dhows that a large number

of the adults residing in the Sargent Consolitated Schéol
District are interested in a program of work in adult

educatione.

Table II shows the interests of the men in

various vocational subjects., Table III shows the interests

of the women in various vocational subjects; and Table IV
shows the interest of both men and women in the various
non-vocatlonal subjectse

The @ ogram for adult education of the Sargent
Community, as given in Table VI, takes care of the three

lines of interest of the adults of the community,.




The writer believes that there is an idesal
ppportunity for effective adult education in the Sargent
Community and he further believes that the suggested
program he has arranged will meet the needs of the

community.

. LIBRARY OF THE
“TATE AGHICULTL COttae.

FORT 2OLLING,. oot o
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