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PREFACE

The topiecs to be discussed in this paper have
been grouped into sections; eadh déaling with a distinct
set of conditions.

Section I consists of the Introduction includ-
ing a short review of the 1924 Colorado Child-Labor Burvey
and a brief history of Colorado, with special reference to.
the sugar beet industry.

Section II is a study of working children in
the rural districts of Colorado-

Section III is a study of rural school conditions

Q

in the beet-growing districts of Colorado.

Section IV is a study of the contract families--
conGitions under which taney 1lived during both summer and .
winter. The source of income of contract families is also
discussed. \

Section V is an economic and historical study of
the farm families included in tue 1924 Survey.

gection VI is a discussion of the child's familiy

~1

life, in"respect to the size of the family, history of the
parenté and the soclal activities of ﬁhe different family
groups .

Section VII deals with ﬁhe‘conditibns about the
houses, both without and within. The family diet is also

discussed.
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At the close of each‘section and at the end of the
main body of the’rep&rt will be found = summary:and a set of
conclusions and recommendations. | 7

Several supplementary items dealing directly with
‘Subjects contaiﬁgd in thisuthesis have been placedfiﬂﬁthe
Appendix. Appegdix A is a Bibliggraphy; 3 ig a Definition
of Terms; C is a copy of the Company~Grower Beet Contract;
D is:a copy of the Grqwer—Contractor.Contract; E is a s=hort
description and histbrj of the Mexican Adobe Colony; ¥ is
a copyvqf'fhe Annotated School Laws of‘Colorado to 1922; G

is a reproduction of the Child's School Hecord Card; H is

My

‘a reproduction of the School_Table; I consists of a group

of Representative Family Case Studies.
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: SURVEY, 1924

ke

COLORADO CHILD LARO

PURPOSE OF THE SURVEY
During the summer and fall of 1924 g study was
made of children working on farms in certain sections of

Colorado. The study was Girected largely towaras the

o]

work of children in the growing of sugar beets, as this 1is

9]
V3!

purpose of

D

a cash crop requiring much hand labor. Th

furn

an accurate

O
1_7
]

this study was two-fold. First, ¢t s

znd unbiased survey -of working ciildren, number of days

Fy

and hours per day emploved, xind of work done, and wit

ot

qelr

what compensation; under what conditions tiey lived, ¢
school attendance and grace standing, and other Tacts per-

elation

-

taining to their community and home life and their
to the sugar beet industry. 3Second, to Ifurnish accurate
information to interested and responeible parties, upon
whicin to base an opinion, to the end that practical means
may be formulated for adjusting, wierever needed, the kind
and amount of work to each chiid according to his age; his
rigint to schoolin,, play physical, mental, social and
religious development. Only families woich had children
under sixteen years of age working in the fields were

interviewed.



o
(@)}

EXTENT OF SURVEY
This thesig is a study of conditions found

4

through the above survey. The writer was engaged in sald
gtudy for fifteen months, gatheriny field material, collect
ing and ftebulating dats, and heloing write the rewort. TFor
this study arrangements have been made with all workers en—
gaged in the sufvey to use any materisl needeC in prepearing
this paper.

This paper will constitute a sitate wide survey of

conomic, soclological and educetional conditions. of

ok
5
]
[¢)]

more than sixteen hundred farm
school children. It embraces a careful analysis of_investi—
gations carried on by a group of eleven werkers in Ffour of ‘
the leading beet-growing di
Gistricts are: MNorthern Colorado, commrising varts of

Larimer, Weld and Boulder counties; Northeasitern Colorado,
comnrising paris of wofgan, Lozan and Weld coun

Western Slovpe of Tolorado, CO”DIlS ng parts of Delza, Iessa

and Montrose counties; and the Arkansas Valley in

comprising vortione of Crowlev, Qtero and Pent counties.
PERSONS INTEREST D Ih ohil 20nvny
At a meeting held at the Colorado Agricuii el
Ty

College in March, 1924, Owen R. Lovejoy, (General Secre-

tary of the Nstional Child Labor Comnittee, renorited thet

when he was in Colorado in 1923, during the legislative



. 1 4 o ) -1 - T w7 L ~ -2 < T =
session, he wos askeld whether the Metional Chila Lavccerx

Jommittee wight not make a thorough study of Colorado con-—

}_J.

ditions; that he nhad come to Colorado with an open mind
regarding the situation and thet he re=lized the value of
work for boys aend girls and believe” 0 %, =5 long as

it was not t

O

0 Prolk
of their chance for an eCucation.

President Lory of the Cclorado Agricultural
College recounted a 1ittle of the pest nistory of the
¢ild labor studies and attempied legislation of orevious

years, stating that the difficulty in getting tangible

results had been the element of susplcion arconz the groupns

mw
m
p)

interested, and insufficient reliable deta. He exnpres

the desire that if the proposed study was rmade, 11 give
the facts. It was the oplinion of the groun that a siuly
by treined workers would be most readily accevted.
Following are the persons dresent at Inils first
meeting and the organizations which thev Trepresented:
Owen R. Levejoy, genersl secretary, and Lucvy 4. Bacon,

ment of Econownics and Sociology, and

Sociologist in the Depertment of Zconemics and Sccoiology,
Colorado Agricultural Jollege; Suverinitendent A. H. Dunn

ort CUollins Public Schools; Pred Cumings, president,
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WHERE THE SURVEY WAS LIADE

l_.J
[
=
i
<l

tioned,
counties of Coloredon, namely: Larimer, Weld, Boulder,
Morgan, Logan, Otero, Eent, Crowley, Mesa, Montrose and

Delta.

The first five counties lie in the basins of
the South Platte, Cache La Poudre, Big Thowpson and 3%.

Vrain Rivers; the following three counties lie in the

and its tributsries.

which are Fort Collins, Greelew, Fors

Longmont, Sterling, Delta, Fonitrose and Crand Junciion.

study for the following reasons: (1) I% wes believed the
mich of the rural childrens' work in Colorado wes in con-
nection with the raising of sugar bee

o

are the orincipal beet-growing regions of the state; and

<

AT

Jestern Slope was conducted by trained representa

the National Child Labor Cowmittee; that in the Arkansas
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Valley by meuberes of the Denoritment of Socio

A

het in Northern Colorado br the Depari-

‘oj
ck

rado College; and
ment of Eecononmics end Sociologzv of the Colorzdo Agricultural
Colleze. +ltogether, some twenity vwerscons were dirvectly

ceonnected with the studsr.

zions of this study will be found in bulletins, published
by the workers of the different grouns. This pener isg an
interpretation of conditions as found in the four districts
studied.

SCLETHING ARITT JOLORADC

The total area of Colcrado is 103,658 square

miles, 1t being the seventh larzest state in the union.
? s j=n}

Colorado has a larger area then the Wew Ensland states of
¥aine, Vermont, New Hampshire, lcssachusetts, Conneciicut,

and Rhode Island, plus the ares of Yevw Jersev, Hervlend an

West Virgina. It would meke over 30 Rhode Islands, 12

Massachusetts, and more than two New Yorks. Taking the aver-
age of all counties in the strite, each is larger then a
Riode Island and nearly as large as & Delaware. Weld Jounty

would make a Connecticut, two Delaware:s or nearly four

Rhode Islands.

vopulation,

Island has 565 per

1195 Wew Jevsev L20; Connecticut, 286; and Wew York, 21%.
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If the population was as denc: ‘n Colorade as in

th

1~

y]

land we would have approximately 63%,000,000 inhesbitents; if

e

we were as Genselv populated as lassachusetts we would have

a vopulation of nearly £3%,000,000. If the population of

- A

\

. Countv alone conteined as many persons per sguare mile
ag Rhode Island it would have &7 times the populetion ths

L b ks

it now has, and in commerison with llassachusetis
b4 e 2

as many inhabitants =s now.

!

counties is something over 300,000, being shout 11.56 versons
Der square riile oxr two versons per scuare mile more than e
state as a whole.

*onal varks,

several national wonuwaents, 25700 lakes, numberless small

rivers and itributary strerms, 46 of the L9 peaks in con-
tinental United States over 1,000 feet in altitude, and e

and one~cuarter million acres of irrigated land. 1llore than

one-nalf the gtate is over ones wmile above sea level.

3
]

~ aey o] Ty ey o [ LR W
Colorado has had an unlgue aissory.

oy

w0

Wa

s explored by Svanish adventurers in the sixteenth cen-



tuary, vot vaes not settled. fpanish end French eX0lorers

entered what

Revoluticnary

- -2 Cam L 0 d1epTn A A N RIS W 3 1307
the United States through the Loulsiana purchease in LU,
TR} . P I a3 DAY 0 b ol ~

and the remainder followine the Mexicen Wer in 1224, In

1306, Pike discovered the pealk which now bears his nemne.

ColoraGo. HMajor Long's expedition wes in 1%19. In 1242
ceme Genersl Fremont on his way farther west, returning

.7

S : A} -y e - T om AU R R
through Colorado in 1844. TFremont mede two cther expealtions

i o 3 ot = i wm == “ —_
olorado in 1853. Iany other

2 o ~ . LR, EREEPN PR oA 13
trapping, hunting and exploring parties entered Cclorado dur-
ing the next few vesrs and occasionsl swall settlemsnits were

made. Then@me the gold seckers of 1253-59. In 1858 a

settlement was sterted which later hecome ©

The Colorado territory Lecame the thrity-niath state of the
American Union in 187A. Nanufacituring, azricul-
ture grew —"artidly. In 1379 the State Acgricultural College
was founded at Fort Cellins. In 1906 the firs® beet sugar
factorv in the state was establicghed at Zrand Junction. In

1900 another fectory was establis

aftter the indus



O

Beet Sugar Gomnaplos Onerating in Colorado in 1925; and
Nuﬂber and Location of Factories Owned by Eech.
S -Q;gégiif ST io;e;i;n—o; Factory
Great Western Buger Fort Unllins, Lerimer County
Loveiznd, Larimer County
Greelev, 'eld County
indsor, Jeld County
Taton, Weld County
Fort Lupton, 14 County
Fort llorgan, Torgen County
Brush, Yorgan CJounty
Sterling, Logan County
Brignton, Adams County
Longmont, Boulder County
American Beet Sugar Rocky Ford, Otero County
Las Ar ) Bernt County
Lenar, Prowers County
Holly Suger Swink, Otero County
Delta, Delta County

Grand Junction,liesa County

National Suger Migr. Sugar City, Crowley, County
The Great Testern Sugar Compeny has under con-

]

gtruction three new vlants, located at Cvid. and

P

|
o

eLITTAC s

\,

in Sedgwick County and Johnstown in ¥eld County.
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21 Producing Areas of the World (1)

eret — 1923 ~Pre . minary
untry Tons Produced

Caecho-slavakia 990,000

France 515,000

Poland 397,000 Haweili 605,000

Wetherlends 702,000 United 3tates 172,200

(1) 1923 Yearbook, United States Department of Azriculture,

in the production of beet sugar and fourteenth in the oro-

ductlon of canc suger. This table also shows that the suger

troplcal, regions. The total amount of bheet sugar »roduced
1s @bout thirty per cent of the Total world supply of suger.,

tive imvortance of the sugar Leet industry in the differen

st

g}
12

teg.
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Farms Reporting Reising Suzer Beets; Per Cent of Farms iﬂ
Fach State Raeising Beets; iLcres of Beets Planted per farm
and Total Tons of Sugar Produced and Pounds Produced Per
Lere (3)
Report of Farms RevoTt 0:f Sugar Factories
FYarms Per cent Acres Tons Pounds
State Te- of farms per of of sugar
port— in sitate farm suger Dvoduced
ing ralsing rTeport- VI0- ner acre
beets ing duced
Colecrado 7604 12.7 21.4 194,000 2120
Michigen 14,812 7.5 7.2 1%0,000 = 2120
Californis 1,448 1.3 59.3 131,000 2o
Utan %,3%98 32.7 1.1 101,000 1560
Nebraska 1,531 1.2 35.6 61,000 2060
Ohio 3,644 1.4 9.1 32,000 2060
Idaho 2,760 6.6 1%.5 256,000 1740
Other Sta- 6,934 3 12.9 51,000 1820
tes
Unites :
States 47,211 775,000 2242

(3) 1923 Yearbook, United States Depsrtment of Agriculture,
vage 156; based upon figures for 1919.

919, two states exceeded Colorado in the num—

l,.._]

In

2.

ter of farms ralsing sugar beets, while only one state,

o
(o]
H
51
ct
vy

Utah, exceeded Colorad e ver cent of farms ralsing

beets. In the same yvear two sitates, California and Nebraska

duced and the noundg nroduced per acre.
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Colorado Sugar Beet Statistics for 1924 (&)
B Ter cent Per cent kvze. Acres
-County hereage of culti- of farms of beets
veted raising grovn Der farm
5T es sugar beets in 1923 (5)
Yeld 77,200 1k.25 52 .55 25.4
Morgan 25,500 15.51 i5.5% ng .7
erimer 22,300 20.01 =5.12 22.7
Logan 19,300 .77 12.36 35.8
Otero 16,000 14,75 52,75 22.5
Boulder 9,500 11.0% hg .03 21.6
Adams 9,000 5.17 2z, 74 21.7
Prowers 4,400 b.g9 25 .51 27.0
Crowley 7,300 12.49 N6.77 19.3
Delta 5,150 9.57 25.9 3.1

SN
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Montrose

N e
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[exY no

State 299,000 % .61 14,

§4; Jolorado
5) Colorado

In 1924 the heart of the indusiry in “¢lorado was

in the Northern and North-eastern counties. These counties

-

led total acreage, per cent of cultivated =rea, ver cent of
farms raising sugar beets, =2nd acres zrown vwer ferwm. Prac-

tically all sugar beets valsed in the state are grown on
) fen] s

irrigated land.
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There are

1y agreed accrue to a2 community where beet-raising 1s 1n-

cluded

l.

o
.

il

.

in the agricultursl progrem, nemely:

It =2i1ds & more stebhle a

- e ] ~ = . 3 2 - P Eay) £ - P e SR e
pected, cost of »producing znd the likely returns.

. Geeply and the soil is zreatly imoroved for the

following crop; (5) vure sugar tekes no ferti-

lity from the land; (6) all of the oreceding im-

beet culture and this demends a varied agriculture.

There is an Fducstional walue, in reising sugar



methiods are reouired through

costs because of paving

o

vlar payments received frowm a cash crowm.

5. It gzives winter emvlovuant to thousands of men who

otherwlse would be idle 3shrough the winter months.
6. It centralizes the population shout a given ares.

7. It gives national independence from a foreizn sug
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H0RX OF PRODUCING

More work is reculred in growing suger beeis %than

most other crops, ten times as much menual labor being
necessary to raise an acre of beets as an acre of wheat.

The s0il should be fairly loose, easily worked, deep and
Tertile. A good seed bed is essential throush rol
discing and harrowing the soil mntil it is in = well

granualated condition. Plenting ususlly occurs in Colo-
rado during late darch, Avril or early Mav.

Zrequent cultivation is necessarv in order o

keen the weeds down and the soil in cood condition. It

four times during the growing season, depending uvon the

soil and climatic conditions. In the fall the beets wust






be loosened from the ground and after they are topped,

hauled to the nearest beet dump. Then comes the dis-
vtribution of fertilizer for the ensuing year. The cost
of raising an acre of sugar beets varies greatly, accord-
ing to the personal efficiency of the farmer, type of soil,
distance to market and meny other factors. Investigations
by H. B. Pingrey of the Colorado Agricultural College
Tound the average cost of raising an acre of beets in the
Greeley area in 1923 to be: total labor cost from 4$35.24
to $53.98; and the total operating cost to be from $61.72
to $99.07. Uthe average operating cost of raising beets

on 13 farms was §77.57 per acre or:H.08 per ton. (The

cost of growing sugar beets in 1922 and 1923, Weld County,
Colorado, preliminary, report pages 9 and 17)

As soon as the young beet vnlants show fFour leaves

and havebeen cultivated, blocking and thinning begins.

A person with a hoe (usually an adult) blocks out the
beets 10 to 12 inohes apart and another person tnins these
blocks to one beet. each. 4An effort is made to leave the
strongest beet in each block. Where conditions are normal
a blocker and thinner can do about three-ifourths of an
acre of beets in a 10-hour day. ({(Since the introduction
of Japanese and kexican beet labor, many adults use a short
handled hoe, blocking with one hand and thinning with the
other. UThese workers often become so expert that two Tows

BN

are worked at a time. Instegd of maincaining an upright






position as when the ITong handled hoe is used, the worker
stoops or crawls. One person +fnhus does both operations of
blocking and thinning.)

N

From one to three weeks after the b

.

j¥3

ng and

)

ock
thinning is finished the first hoeing, or pulling of
weeds, begins. Sometime in late July or early August a
second hoeling is necessary. In cése of very weedy beets
a third hoeing is required some two or three weeks later.
The fall operation of pulling, topping and piling
usually begins about the last of September or first of
Uctober when the sugar company officials pronounce the
beets ripe and ready to harvest. Samples of the beets
are gathered by the field man and taken to the factory
where they are analyzed for‘sugar. When a certain test
is secured the beets are ordered harvested. This work
takes from taree to five weeks under normal conditions.

Aiter the bheets have been loosened Trom the

o

ground by the beet-puller, .they are lifted from the ground
by hand, slapped together 0 remove the dirt and placed in
piles. A strip of ground is cleared between these piles

of beets and the hand-workers top the béets, remove the
leaves and crowns, and again place them in piles. In case
the beets are to be left over night they are protected with
a covering of beet tops.

These beet operations are not continuous as is of-

ten supposed by persous not acguainted with the situation.






i
Lo}

&)

Usually three to five weeks are required to block and thin;
two to four weeks to hoe, or pull the weede; and three to
five weeks to pull and top. Thus it is seen that from eight
to fourteen weeks out of twenty to twenty—four weeks (late
May or early June till 1late Octobef or middle Yoverber) are
actually spent working in the beets.
Very frecuently the farmer or grower of the

beets, contracts out to another wmarty the hand work on a
portion or all of his beet crov.. This party, called the
contractor, agrees to do the blockinz, thinnin
or pulling of weeds, and pullinz and topping of the
at a specified price per 2cre, based unon each of the three

najor operations. The Farmer withhelds one dollar an acre

from the contractor's pay until the work has been sztis-

3

factorially comvleted. grower must do 211l of the teem
work on the crop. He is specially recuired to broverly
cultivate the beets. through the growing season and loosen

them from the grouv..i in the fall. The grower must also

¢o the irvigating and haul the bheets to the beet-dumn.

555}

There is alwavs an effort on the ypart cof the
grower and contractor to get the fall worlk done before
bad weather sets in. Consequently the suger cowvany will
accept only a certain tonnage of beets from each farmer
up to a certain time as the company is unable to handle

the beets at the factory or supnly sufficient reilroad
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SECTION II
THE CHILDREN AT WORK
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ALL WORKING CHILDREI BY AGE GRCUP AND TEIURE

Nearly one-half the femllies and the working

ren included in this study were contract. Thers were

Tamilies in the study. There were comvaretively few

the contreon+t

I
.

working children in esach age group
ch ftenure were in corresponding proportion
f families in each tenure. (Practically no children
found working
times as wmany children
working as between the ages of & and Q.

Avproximately one-half of the working c

ed were contract, one-fourth were

were owner. The per cent of children between the ages oF
€ and 9 who were working was slightly crester for contract

end owner and slightly less for tenant and wase femilieso
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1
=

the contrect family devote 211 their energy towerd »nroper—

grower children as much as »ossible in other ferm work, iz
the stigme nlaced unon beet worik.

4 considerable number of grower children worked
in the different grain crops, such as wheet, oate, barley,
etc. This work consists mostly of shociking the gzrein, al-
though & few children drove the
1y 2 child helved haul the grain to merket.

There were a number of crops other than those
mentioned in ich children worled, inc
fruit, votatoes, Deans and corn on the Western Slope;
melons, corn, beans and cucumbers in the Arkensas Valley;
potatoes, corn, beans and cucumbers in the Northeastern
Uistrict; end cucumbers, corn, potatoes, fruit and garden
truck in the Northern District. Many of the crower child-
rén, esbecially, worked in sevsral of these Yother cropsh.
]

Fo his reason 3vhe figures in the last two colurms of

e

T

o

table 8 are of no significance except to show thet th

]

work of the contract children is very largely confined to
beets, walle the work of the grower and wage children is

culte diversified.
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' WORK Or CHILDREN IN ONIONS )

On the Western Slope more than one~-fourth of the

0

working children worked in the onlion crop. The owner and

tenant children comprised three-fourths of these workers.

Work in onions is similar in many respects to that in~

beets. The onions are weeded in the early summer or late
spring, the worker usuglly crawling along the row, pull-
ing out the weeds and the excess onion plants. Later in
the summer gnother weeding is necessary and in some cases
still a third weeding is reguired. In the fall the onions
are removed from the ground, topped and sacked for the

narket.

WORK OF CHILDREW IN FRUIT
Picking, sorting and packing fruit (apples,
peaches, pears etc.) requires the aid of many children o
the Western Slope. This work occurs in the fall, the child-
ren usually helping pick the fruit, sort the crop into
grades, haul into the packing houses and pack into boxes.
Host of the childfen found working in the fruit crop were
owner and t?n&nt'with a small per cent of contract children.
WORK OF CHILDRRENW IN POTATOES
In meny sections of the state the sacking of po-
tatoes in the fall requires the aid of children. On the Wes-
tern Slope and in Northern and Northeastern Colorado, the prin-

cipal potato growing regions of this study, many grower



children, and a lesser number of contract and wage child~
ren, help in this work. The potato harvest consists of
loosening the potatoes from the ground by means of 2 horse-
~drawn puller, and picking up and placing in sacks of 100
pounds each. The latter operation 1s the one employfng
many c¢hildren; bending or crawling is necesséry as in

beets and onions. Hore than one-third of the working
children studied on the Western Slope helped harvest
potatoes, nine-tenths of whom Weré grower children; In

the other districts a much smallér pér cent of children

helped in the potato crov.

WORK OF CHILDREN IN HELONS
The Arkansas Valley of Uolorado produces the well
known Rocky Fdrd'cantaloupes. During August and Septenber
many children are emploved in picking, packing and shipping
the large melon crop. Aside from béets, the harvesting
of melons in fhe Arkansas Valley gives employment to more
farm boys and gi:ls, and adults as well, than any other

crop grown in the region.

WORK OF CHILDREN IXY CUCUMBERS
In 1924 Oolorado held sixth place among the
states of the union as a producer of cucumbers for pickles.
In addition much cucumber seed is produced in the state.

imny farm children in the Northeastern, Northern and Ark-



w
®

ansas Valley Districts found summer employment picking
cucurbers. This work usuglly extends over a period of a- -
bout six to eight weeks, during July and August.: This is
during the slack period in beet work, giving both grower
and contract children added emploxment. Cucumbers are: gen-
erallyApicked on alternate days,_usuall? from&three to six
hours being required for each picking. The result of each
day's picking must be sorted and sent tb th¢ factory that

same day.

WORK OF CHILDREN I BEANS

In all four districts a considerable number of
children received empioyment in the bean crop. This work
occurs throughout the summér and early fall and consists
of hoeing and Weediﬁngy_hand, driving the cﬁltivator tean,
and pulling, bunching, pitching éﬁd-helping'to thrash dur-
ing the fall harvest. In the Northern and Northeastern
Districts a considerable acreagéfof string beans is faised.
This work consists of picking the beans (ususlly on alter-
nate days) and putting in sacks. The day's woTk is
usually finished by noon of the middle of the afternoon.
The length of picking season for string beans is from three

to six weeks, during June and July.

WORK OF CHILDREN IN CORN

The work of children in corn consists of weeding

iy






o
&

and hoeing,
and cutting,

the summer
fall.

haul in the
he hand processes of weeding, hoeing,
and husking. About one-fourth of the working
the Arkansas Valley and on the Western Slope h ! with
rthern and Northeastern Districts

so consequently offers

the corn crop.
nparatively little corn is raised
hildren.

for

a small amount of work
CHILDREY WITH T
time to time in the

WORK OF
It has been pointed out

preceeding paragraphs that most
n work. Some of

.
s A
was in connection with the hand orocesses.
i ceax

comparatively few children

hay, mpa.
the older grower children helped plow, harrow
Gy

cultivate and drive the harvest team.
Wage chi

plant,
contract children work with teams.
The number of grower

ally did team work.
team work in beets was very small.
OTHER FARM WORE WHIOH THZ CHILDREN DID

1 helped with the irrigation of the

childr 1
helped sort votatoes; still others
VS,

A few
different crops; others
were reouired to look after the stock —— milks the cow
feed the horses, cows, pigs and chickens and do the gen-
the farm. In a large number of

eral chore work about
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For a2l1] children in the Tort

age nunber of days worked was considerably greater than

for any tenure grouv of the other three districts.
he sverage hours worked per dav for-all child-

ren in all crops was slightly less %

hours worked per day was greatest for the contract child-
ren and leest for the owner and tenant children. In

nearly all cases children in the Northeastern District
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As previously menticned most of the ¢h

worked in beets. The average davs worked in the beet crov
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ren, than the average devs worksd in all crovs.

DAYS AFD HOURS PER DAY WORKEZD IX BAY
In other crops than bests, grower =2nd wage child-
ren worked wmore days then did contract children. In hay,
owner, tenant and wage children worked from two to three
times as mony days as ren, Tae average
days worked in hey was wuch less than the average davs
worked in beets. The hours worked per dav in hay was
greater for owner and wage children, and less for tenant,
coniract and all Wortheastern cirildren, than the average

hours worked per day in beets.

DAYS ATD HQURS PER DAY WORKED IN GRAIN
The average days worked in grain by contract,

tenant and owner children was nearlv the same, dbut
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wage caildren. The average hours worked per day in M"ell

crovs® was greater for owner ant tenant and less Ior con—

1

troct and wage children, than the average hours Wor
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Tables 10 and 11

a -

ccept for the work of one wage chil

=
Y

1 2 3

owner cnilar

(@)

n in hay, venant chil

tract children in Yother work', the averag

s 2

worked was considerably less for the & 1o © vear old child-

g

1 ]
¥

ren than for the ¢

)

iléren from 10 to 15 wvears of age. The
average time worked per day, was less for the & to 9 vear

0ld children then that for the 18 to 15 year old children

"other crops.”

The inclusion of the Arkenses

table ¢ but not in tablesj 0 and 1lcauses certoin variations,
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day in all crops was
£ to § and 10 to 15 aze
Arkenses Valley figures the average hours workel per day

in all c¢rops by the owner children rises fzonm

{_tim
wt;
&
I
T H
._l
——-x
‘J

LR

4

nomic growo; in grain and "other crops" wage children

-

worked the greatest number of hours per dayv. The child-

by

ren of th Northeastern District consistently worked
longer hours in the beets, hay and grain then &id the

ildren of the other districts.

The above figures on the length of working day
are the sctual hours worked per dav. All vest veriods
have been decducted. The information cn the devs worked
anc the hours worked vper dav was secured from the narents.

In many cases the families had to aporoximate the length



Y

7y

.

of time that 1t would take to complete a given niece 0

work. This was trus, esmecially, of the beet worlk, bu
lso to some extent of other farm work. The length of

work day and the tine taken out for rest was alsc an
aprroXimation. All in all, the figures are undcubtedly

=Ty near the trus eversgse,
J -

<
)

Meny of the children were reworted 2s haviag

rest during the morning or afternccn. Others hed con-

sidersble rest. The younger children avera

the various economic groups wse . The averaze
of rest per child varied somerhat in the different dis-
tricts, the figures ranging fron about one-half hour to

hour or more ner day.

s P R LR -a wr A A - 2 L e EENE O -
worxing in the fileld wes larzely devendent upon the crov.
LIS Ao - o P T T SO - o ~ e L - -
Little time veo directly (en rfor rest in team worl,

is erroneous.

children secured, the varents often consicderad only th

cefinite time thet work wes susvended, as for efternoon



9InuLe) £Q UIATHS 40U UOTLSWIOIUT X

9 Sage 91" ¢S 26" 28l 99 1l ¢g- 62N 12307
Lie 049 et L LG* 411 65" a2z g¢- 9.2 9doTE
uIslsopn
0§ T80T 5 UI2188S
T =ysacy
ey 7601 9g* 91 46° ¢l9 el 242 26° ¢at UI81%3 Ol
188X SIONIOM ” 1891 SI9UIOM ” 1851 SI9IOM | 3581 SIBUION 4 358I  SIVAIOf
‘OBAY 18320% | "23AF 12305 t *o8AY T80l 1°93Ay Te10f !° 0ZAy Te530l
T1210L H azeY 1 30eIlUOCD i LUBUD ] “ ISUmQ)
1 t |
SINOY Ul ‘989Y 10TILS T

ORI MV IOTULSIC Ad ‘HEMATIHD SNINYUOL A9 (RATHOEY LsUd ZHVEIAY



23 7G0T 92" 9T LT ¢l9 a2l 26z 2 - mmﬁ TIV
N 7121 0 T oL 69 04" ¢ Gl 1z 61
99° 91 Tz ol 06 G T 52 4L
3" 4aT T T 6 68 994 Le LG 22 ¢T
Gl 91 0 1 (2" 20T Ge4° G¢  Gy- 0e 2t
56° 9¢T 0 T 01T 22 49- ¢ eeT 02 1T
26" 2¢T  ge” ¢ 16" 06 Lo'T 92  99° ¢t 0T
16" 1T 0 ¢ 06" ¢l 90'T lg g2 1 TT 6
¢ T al 0 0 ¢ 1 74 46971 T w1 2 2
94" T L2 0 T 61T 12 3 4 0 2 L
92 ¢ 6 0 0 90° ¢ noo he £ 09 2 9
1891 sIa9 |} 3891 818 | 1991 818 ; 38a9J 818 t 38581 ERE) 8193
*93AY ~YIOp | *QBAY -—jaIop! aiay -yaoy !+o3ay  -yaop |"98Ay —yIop ~NLOMm
12107 “. aae) ". 10eI3UCH m LURUD L m IBUMY JIo 93y

g0y
MV Ha0dd A9 I0IYISIC HYUIHIHON 40 HEMEIIHD DHINYOM T1Y S€HAOH HI ‘1834

¢T  TTdYL



*Inoy auo Arejruexoxdde sem (y601) USIETUO T8 I0J 380J aZexone 9Y]

e : .

INoY
QUO UBY
88917

S aNal

]
[gan}

SINO0Y OM1

2 pUe BUO
¢ ussmlLog

i1 %
SINOY 298I
puULB 0179
ue9meg

T

{ o=

(SR S

R = ey

2IN0Y INOT
DUB 981U1
usom1og

gt T (T 1 et | 1t 01 & T g 1 G SINOY 1531800
]

]

[

|
ede AQ ‘91801 JO junowy Ut 182X
F0 qunou

¢ o3
IR=HASHN

d O "THOJHMM AMYRIKTIAUL OU¥uQTOoD
418 a

= 0
0 HYEHIYON ‘840D TIV NI DHINYHOA

1
o
&
T
E~
fv
O
=i
o
=
[oRm)
£
1
P
= O
o]
-3

(1
TLo

T LUVHD



&
© o .
IR
1 ?.J "o
4 e n o
RS v [AV; L o S = o
0 o m 5 _9 4
: - ; - A3
i an © n@ Mlc o 43
© R ~ i =
o : ) ~f! 6>
o G W “ w v _u_ +
S a = -t <) € i)
o w " : o
e © -t % ! Lo
[ K 40 [ e~ el
o oo | o o B+ 0 £
® o w7 X £ © @ w O
5) a9 @ ) RE P
oS .H; o 4o o _...u_ W N
1.,,(;‘_ ® ".W_ o Q e m 40 W C_\.
o -l . s S
..Mab,_ ﬁD. -4 <t W 4 ..” (8] - o
t o R i % = = P o) A
-4 0] ) o i o S o
S @ - ) < © pd o
G0 - — 2 1> =R —
@ o . 0 Jﬁ o Q o
o @ o ¢y o 1 W
0 b o £ ) £1 . Mm —
) - % Q o — of - Lo .
o chooe - 3 N ~ =i 1
- S 8 > e I ©
q oo & o 5
© oA , < Jw. . =<} ) ,MN
Y| RS % £ v e 2B o "
© o B Q ] s Q o m ~ “
4 e +2 2 [ s ﬁw - o @]
a oo @ " © o =g
§ & [=o &) ! / b ! = - -
DMW L ol .NU > JMIUU »nU. o br o MMM .
jSH ' [ s N X I
o S , = © 1 o v o £
e T g 0, - n e o
W N RS i 0 0 . Iz o o
OIS “ SR W o) o o © o2 g =
Kl 15 0 - - 1 @ .. o 2 b — +2 ol
e It o i &) _ﬂ — e o . 4 bt o o
s N R b T v - S SO T
. En TR & s W ®» o 4 o as B R s L o o
o W © 42 ’ o SR = - = H
& . ) 3 D G o " @ H o4 O
~ . = fl o o o “ B o — )
- o = o &) pr : ) e ~ [sv] G0
1& o ._.M__ H K o C o .“w_J © ey 4 O o
b [ ! .
o = & + © pf i © o ﬂ . + By e
o ! ™ Q i G -0 2 ol ot ! 1 —1 i
- . o e o - o e ] 12 e W “Q 0 e
i -+ = 42 [ o o) o~ 1 H K| © K o
\ L ; w = [/ o O
0 &) o p ! o + o ) —
&« o = © 0 a o
£






-

a
0N

blocking

process of hoelng or

youngzer children s

all

In many cases the older ¢

1ly all children

2 1 o

about one-hall helved Lloclk,

»4,

HCEING AND FULLING OF WEEDS

'Fj
f—t

liing of weeds, the

(N

Te Ly oreculred to vull only the

ft»
5
-
Ay

alsc thet any "doublel

44‘.‘

(A "douwble beet" is where more then one

in a block).
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WORE COF

L. larger ner cent of contract than rrower children helved

null and top and 2 larger ver cent of tenant than owner
children helped with this nrocess.

Fearly the same per cent o

tenure helped pull as helvned top. As 2 zenersl ru

vounger children sre allowed
thus leaving the heavier work for the older children and

edaults. This same orincivle is often followed as rezards

nC nilins.

S WORIED R DAY I¥ THE

L BEET-WCRKIVG CHILDREN.
Table 15

The average days worked and the average hours

We conclude from table 15 that: the zreatest
number of dayvs worked in any beet vrocess is thet of »ull-

ing

and topping; the greatest lensth o
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hoeing and pulling weeds.
T TN T = - AT -~ T T Fou]
BEET WORY PERFORMED BY CHILDREM IH THE GROUPS

Tebles 16 and 1v
Teble 16 confirme What has =revigusly been pointed
out, namely, that fthe younger childrexn generally thin

rather than block beets. A much larger pDer cent 0f CoWner

4

owner and tenant than contract children beitween the ages
of 6 and 9 helped hoe or pull weeds. & muach larger ver
cent of contract than owner and tenent chlldren between
the ages of 6 and 9 worked in pullins and tovpinc.

fore than one-half of owner, tensnt, and contiract
beet-working children between the 2ge of 10 and 15 blocked
Teets, and nearly nineteen of every twenty thinned beets.
About eighteen of everv twenty beet-woriting children of
each tenure between the ages of 10 and 15 helved hoe or

pull weeds, Approximately sixteen of every twenty child-

ren between the
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[og o
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48!
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wn
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[oh

to pull and top beets.

tl‘
(&

ept for the owner and tensnt children in
thinning, a greater per cent of children from 10 to 15
vears of age in all tenures, worked in esch

s o ”~
1e children from 6 to 9 years of age.
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Except in hoeing anG pullinz weeds, a lerger per

i - = pow)

S .

cent of contract than grower children between the ages of

10 and 15, weorked in each of ithe Leet processes, ant oners-
tions. Except for blocking end thinning, a larger ver cent

of tenant than of owner children between the ages of 10 and
15 worked in each of the bget procecses and ovperations.

Due to the versons conducting the survey in each
District tebuleting their results orn childrens'! work &iffer-

ently, much of the followinz meterisl i1s givern by mistrict.

Some of the more importent results.of cach District in re-

R

ras Lo dax

n
,J

an

o
(

. hours of beet-work will be gilven,

(o
1.

WORK OF CHILDREN I¥ SUGAR BEETS I NCRTHERY COLORADT (8) .

Tables 18 and 19 show the averare days worked and

the average hours worked ver day ir the alfferent beet vro-
cesses by the children of each age zroup in the Northern

"

oo KR PR = s 2T A . . D v A
TWOB8YT Cages The younger Chiidren woriel Igwel

- L ]

days and fewer nours per day than ald the older children

e
“ .

the exceptions were: the younger contract children worked

a greater number of dayvs and also a longey day in vulling

Gildren; in pulling

6 ~ Children Working in the Sugar Feet Fields of Cerioin
Sections of ¥o Lhern Colorazdo. Prel v Report, pages 2l-~
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86

weeds the younger contract children averasged a longer work
day than did the older contract children; the number of
da&s_blocking anc¢ thinning was greater for the younger thaﬁ
‘for the older tenant children. The length of work day in

A

all cases, was greater in blocking and thinning than in any

- other process. The number of work days was generally

greater in pulling and topping than in any other process.

WORK OF CHILDREN IX¥ SUGAR BEETS IN NCRTHEASTERN COLCRADC (7)
In the Northeastern District the\beet—working

A

children averaged a greater number of work davs of more
fan] S R

[N

hours each than did the children of any other District. The
upper oné—fourth of the children of esach group averaged
about twidé as many déyé working in each Dbrocess as 4id the
children of the lower one-fourth. The average houTs WoTlk-—
ed per dey was also much higher for the uoper than for the
lower one~fburth. . The average number of working days in
each process ané the average length of working day was
nearly the same for all age groups. The greatest number of
~days spenﬁrworking in any process was in pulling and topping
and the 1eest was in pulling weeds. The greatest length

s

of day spent working in anv process wes in blockine and
A - . b

thinning and the least was in pulling and tovpinz, with no
g tn g D kel

exceptions ,

n working in the Suger Beets of certain sections

ldrer
he South Platie Vslley, Colorado, Pr eliminary Report
7
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WORK OF CHILDREN IN SUGAR BEZTS ON THE WESTERYN SLOPE OF
COLCRADO ( &)

k

"yore children were engaged in work connected with
the growing of beets, than of any other crop." "The children

who worked in beets had a lower median (and average) age

than that found in any other crop." "While there is a tenden-

cy for more children to do the summer work of blocking,
thinning, and hoeing, yvet the tendency of using fewer child-
ren in the fall work, does not relieve a relatively greater
proportion of the younger children, than of the older chilcé~
ren.! "The work day was longer in beets than in any other
crop, the average for all children being 10 hours per day.
There was no difference in the aversge length of the work
day in the different processes, each being 10 hours." "The
average number of days worked in beets was 42.1. The con-

trect children averaged U45.5 days, the renters, U40.0 days;

(O

and the owners 29.5. The number of days worked averaged

lezst in hoeing, 10.6 days; in blocking and thinning 2.2

p

days; in pulling and topping, 25.7 dayst
WORX OF OHILDREN IN SUGAR BERTS IN THT ARXAYSAS VALLEY OF
COLORADC (Tables 22, 23 and 24)
The majority of the children Workiﬁq beets In

the Arkansas Valley woerked from 9 to 12 hours a aa block-

‘ing and thinning; 9 to 12 hours a day hoeing; and & to 11

g — Children Work ¢ing on Farms in Certain Sections of the
Western 8lope of Colorado, pe2es 20,30 and 31.



9a

*0°00T 2 Leaol
| 2 ¢ ORT~TET
\ AN
, . 02 OTT-TOT
Lg B2 00T~T6
0724 21 0618
L2t 09 0s-T.
2" 1T e 0l-T5
‘m.m of 09-16
a's Oft 05-TH
oAt 89 Oh-T¢
6" 1T 94 0¢-12
£ Tt 49 02~TT
' & 91 CT-1
LU0 I0d I0 qumfy sdeq SUTHION

SOOIY¥Ed CEILINAJLS (EMdOs OHM NEUJTIHD 40 SEHVINIOYWHI NV RN

(AETIVA SVSNYIUY) SES..HOOUd TTY HI SEVA 40

82 gudvl



oo0T G9¢ 0" 00T 46¢ . 07001 L6S Te30[
2'e B A B 0"t 2l 004 1840
0 2 T 0" ¢ et 004-151
2 ¢ CNH 0 ¢t §e 0GH-T0Y
G'g  T¢ G ¢ HT 3G ¢z 007~TGE
o8 0% ¢ ¢ ¢t 1T th 06¢-10¢
¢ a1 94 9/ 0% 9* 9T 11l 00¢-142
G2 22 9" 2 & T°2t 21 ommyﬁom
' 91 09 1T LG T°91 79 002-T4T
6°41 86 ¢lz 20T 90T 2H 05T-T0T
1°21 i G 61T Ll T°¢T 26 00116
96 Ty | e ¢l 62 05T
U0 I9dg Iaquny Qued Isd IO QUL us0 I9d ‘HmQESzA *gomm@m
Iad saInog

doJ, pue TINd 90H

UTyl, pue young

(£o1Te) sesuexay) *NOSVES HNIYNA
SUAOH 40 HEWION CRTJAIOELS (ENYOM OHM HEHUTIIHO 40 SEDVINIOHEd NV SUIEHAN

¢2 ATdvl



2
o

¢ 00T

I o I B0 M

A
h"la
¢lt
¢ gt
L g
1T
61

eT

G9¢

81

- h9

00T
9
Gt
LT

f
3T

6°66

et
0°2
8°G
L Lt
gLt
992
9° 1T
71T
G2

= 0°¢

G 1

G6¢

¢2
oL
69
$0T
Al
G
ot
B

2

0*001

G 1
8
0T
‘91
T°6T
2 02
96
9°6
0°¢
0°¢
0 ¢

L6g

9
€1

Ot
19
9L
08
239
BE

21

AN
AN

TB30L

.mﬁ»qm@p 8891 ‘sanoy {1
T UeYG 889T ‘sanoy ¢T
¢1 ueys mmmHuAmHﬁom 2T
21 uBUL s89T ‘sanoy TT
TT uBU} 8881 ‘sinoy QT
0T UeU3 sS89] ‘sanoy §

6 Uey} SSOT ‘sinoy Q
S URUY 888T ‘sanoy J
/ ueyy sgseT ‘sinoyg g
g uByj} €887 ‘sinoy ¢

sinoy § uBy} sgo

1US0Ied ISqWNY 1USO I8J IOQUNM 3Ue0 I9g 10 QUUN

4o, pu®e 1I0d

20K

SINOH ATTR(Q

‘1T TIEYL ‘Id0dTy AYVNINITEMd

UTUL pue 3001g

(e-6¢ 83eg

ATTIVA SYSNVIHMY BHI WOud NEXVL) °SSE00Ud (L13Fd)
HOVE NI AVQ UEd SUNOH GREIAIOEJS (EMYOM OHM NEYAIIHO 40 STOVINIOUI NV dEarnm

12 EIEYL



93

hours a day pulling and topping .

| The majority of the beet-working children aver-
aged from 15 to 30 days in blocking and thinning; 10 fo 20 .
days in hoeing; and 15 to 30 days in pulling and toppinzs.

The 1ength of work dsy did not vary greatly

’[
among the chi 1dren of the dlf;e;enu tenures, but the days

worked per season was considerably greater for the contract

than for the tenant and owner children

'J‘

As in the other . districts, more children helped
with blocking and thinning than with any other process.
The least number of workers in all tenures, engaged in any

beet process, was fhat of pullinz and topping.
JACRES OF BEETS WORXED BY CHILDR P OF EACH AGE GROUP AMD
THE APPROXIMATE VALUE OF THE WORK (Table 25) -

In all cases the beet acreage worked by child-
ren in the older age group averaged considerably more than
that by children in the younger age group.

In 21l cases the acreagé done by %enant child-
ren averaged more than that for owner children; and the

. aéreM Woxked by contract children avere
more in all éases than that worked Ly tenant children.

*

The value of the beet work was based upon *he

average contract price per acre ($23.0Q) vaid by the
farmers uIOEEJOUt the Northern and Northeastern Districts.

1 k]

By figuring the vslue of Tteet-worXk at the common nrice
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stated above, the older children‘earned somewhat more txan
did the younger childr en; the COﬂuIBCu children ecrned
considerably more than did the tenat children; and the tem-—
ant children earned more. than did the owner children.

Due to the larger beet acreage generally grown
and contracted in the NWorthern and Northeastern Districts
both the average acreage and the average value of work per
6éhild was probably greater than would be the averaée for

all districts surveyed.

YEARS THE CHILDREY HAD WORIED
Table 26

The parents were asked how long their children
had been working, either in beets or othey‘farm work. A
larger number of children had been workim g but one vesr
than for any other group of years. The next largest num-
ber had been working two years, the next, three years;'
the next, four vears; and the next, five years or more.

~The NoTthern District had the largest per cent
of first—year‘wdrkérs, followed by the Western Slope,
Northeastern and Arkansas Valley Districts, respectively.
The Northeastern District had the largest per cent of
second, fourth and fifth or more year WOI ters. The per
cent of children Workihg for two years was nearly the same

for all districts. excent for the Testern Slope. The ner
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1y one-third of all beet workers were between the ages of
N = P %

10 end 15; one-fifth were between the ages of 16 and 20;

two-fifths were 21 years of age or over; and less than one-

twelfth were below 10 vears of age.
-

Nearly all of théwcontfaot«fathers,gamd.many of
the contract mothers, do hand work in the beets. Many of
the growers of beets confine their work largely or entire-.
ly to cultivating, pulling, and other team work. £ much
smaller per cent of gfower than contract mothers helped
with thé ﬁeet—work.

The fact that a2 much larger per cent of owner
and tenant than contract young people (ages 15 to 20)
helped with the beets appeﬁrs to be due to a much larger
per cent of young people in the grower families remain-

ing at home after reaching an age where they are able to.

shif+t for themselves.

SﬁMMARY, CONCILUSTIONS AYMD RECOLTENDATIONS
Summary of~0hildréns' Work.

1. About ome-half of all farm children between the ages
of six and nine, inclusive, included im this study, were
Wofﬁing. Approximately nineteen of evefy tWenty Tarm
children between the ages of ten and fifteen, inclusive,
were working. ¥ore than three of every four farm child-
ren between the ages of gix and fifteen, inclusive, were

i
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grain than did contract children. 411 child workers in the

o
)
et
\,f)

Northeastern Digstrict averagzed both more work davs and more

ct
o
8]
-J
ot
ey
)]

work time ver day in "all crops" and in beets
average of gll children of the cther Dlstr cts The aver—
age 1ength workrday for all children in the NOIq“SESbGID
District Was grcaue in 1 bey and grain than the average of
all cnlldren in the Ouner Districts. |

7.. In the great majority of instances the older children
“wofked more and longér days in all crops than did the young-
er children .

&. There was no great difference in the amount of rest se-
cured by children of the 4if ferent tenures, except that

wage chi larcr rested less than those of any other tenure.

n the amount of rest

=

There was a con51aerable variation
secured by children of the different Districts.

9. TNearly all beet-working children of all tenures helped
block and.thin; a much larger per cent thinned than block-
ed. A much larger per cent of olaer than you nﬂer‘children
blocked. TFewer grower‘children pulled and topped than
worked in any other process. Practically the same per cent
ofvchiidren of all teﬁures pulled as topred. The fewest
~eontract children Working“in any process was that of pull-
ing Weeds . »

10. A larger per cent of vounger than colder grower child-
ren, but a smailer;per cent of younge tnan older contract

childéren, thinned. In 2all ofler teet vrocosees a much
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ren means a great deal. It is the sincere ovpinion of
writer that as long as economic conditions remain as they
are, we will have the work of young children in agriculture
especially in beets. The work of these vounger children
should be carefully regulated and this could prokebly best
be done by extending the suthority of truant officers to
twelve montihhs instead of nine to care for the welfare of

children working on Tarm

w

In case any offending family was found guilty of
abusing a child tie parents should bhe heavily zined, the
gmount of the fine being increased following each success-
ive offense. Upon the third orfense the family saould be
deported from the state, proviwving the familyv does 1ot have
a residence in the stzte. IFarmers employing beet tenders
wiio disobey the regulations of tanis lew should be consider-
ed equally guiity with tne family of whom the child in
guestion is a member.

The sugar companies should be held responsible

o

for failing to report, through its field men and other em-

e s b

ployees, abuses to working children.

Further recommendation as to methods of combatinc
the evils of child labor and of advancing rural child wel-
fare in this state come under the Sections on: Schooling

the Contract ¥amily, Family Life and Living Conditions

and will be reserved ior those sections.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SCHOOL STUDY

"The chnild of today is the citizen of tomorrow."
The kind of citizen that the children 6f the nation be-
come will determine the policies of the nation.p.Oqe of
the most potent factors, then, in shaping Ihe-future of
our country, will be determined by the educ&fion of the
voting citizens of‘the nation. ‘e can sarely assume, |
that the future of the United States rests very largely
upon the degree of education received by the school child-

ren of today. Since the recent war, educators have been
telling us that the Army testi: Showed the people of this
country to be a class oI sixth or seventh graders--a
nation of morons having an average nativé intelligence of
a twelve or thirteeﬁ year old canlild.

We shall not attempt in this paper to discuss
the native intelligence of these children, but we will
see to what. degree they are retarded in their grade at
schooi, the amount of time they have miséed échool inr
the fall of 1924, er what causes they missed, and the
kind of school wWork they were doing.

HOW THE SCHOOL STUDY WAS CONDUCTED
All information relative to the school study was
secured from either the teacher, tiie pupil, the parents,

or the school census reports. At times all these spurces



of infiormation were used. lost of the schools visited
were rural, although a few city schools where a consider-
able number of the pupils attended were children'of fami-
lies interviewed during the summer before were studied.
Information was taken on the number of pupils attending;
total days of school; school absence of all children and
for what causes; ages and grade standing of all pupils;
and kind of classwork each was doing in 1924.

The school information was secured following the
completion of the 1924 beet harvest. >A separate card was
kept for each ciild. ( Appendix G is a reproduction of
this card.)

some of the original school study was based upon:
the pre-compulsory school age (below age eight); the com-
pulsory school age (eight to fifteen, inciusive); and POsSt-
compulsory school age, (over fifteen). For this study such
divigion will not be made, although the approximate re-

sults of the different district studies will be given.

SCHOOL ATTENDAWNCE
School attendance records were secured for near-
1y 10,000 pupils. Of this number almost one-fifth had had
perfect attendance prior to the date of taking the records.
The perfect atiendance was greatest for the wage and non-
farm children, but, it was nearly as great for the grower

children. Less than one contract pupil in every seventeen
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had kept a perfect attendance record.

More than one-fourth of the school time from the
start of school in September umtil %he time of taking the
records, sometime in November, Becember, or January, 1925,
had been lost. The average loss per child missing school
was nearly nineteen days. Many children had missed only
a few days while others had missed practically all of the
school time. Many children for whom records were not com=-
pleted had never attended a day of school during the fall
of 1924. These were children of the family study who had
been working the summer before.

The contract children had missed nearly one-half
of the possible school time, an average of nearly tairty
days each. The grower children had lost more than one-
sixth of the'possible school time, or more than twelve days
each. The wege and non-farm children lost less than one-
tenth of the school tlme, an average of a little more than
eight days>each.

liore contract children missed school tham child-
ren of any other economic group; nearly one-half of the
school time lqst was by contract children. The average
days lost per pﬁpil was considerably greater for the con-

tract children than for those of the ¢ther economic grcuns.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIME DUE TO WORK

_Table 29
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More than one=hglf of all pupils studied missed
school bedause of work, and nearly three-fourths of the
total school time~lost was due to work. -The average days

of school missed because of work was nearly twenty-five per

pupil missing.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIi® DUE TO BEET WORK
Table 29
Beet work was given as the cause of absence of
nearly one-half of all pupils missing school. The per cent
of school time lost due to beets amounted to more than three-
fifths of the total loss. The average days lost per child
working beets during the time school was in session was

more than five school weeks.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TiME DUE TO WORK OTHER THAN IN BERTS
Taeble 29
All work other than in beet was giﬁen by one-
eighth'of‘the children that missea school as the cause for
their absence. ?he a#erage number of days lost for other
than beet work was nearly two school Weeké per pupil so
missing.
SUMMARY OF ILOSS OF SCﬁOOL TINE DUE .TO WORK
Table 29
The greatest loss of school time, for all wofk,

~for beet work, and for other work, was among the contract
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children. The school loss by contract children in regards

to beets, but the loss for gll work Was—also very heavy
among the contract children. Inrall cases except the aver-
age days lost in other work the grower children followed
the contract in respect to the per cent of pupils.missing
school for each work cause, the per cent of school days
missed per child, and the average number of days missed

per pupil.

The amount of school missed to work beets was
nearly siﬁ school weeks for the contract, more than four
school weeks for %he grower, and more than three school
weeks for the wage and non~-farm, children. The éverage
da&e of school missed by all children who stayed out to work
was greatest for the contract, grower, and wage and non-
farm children respectively.

Of all the contract children that missed school,
seventy of every hundred did so to work beets; eighty of

every hundred that missed school did so because of some

kind of work. Comparing the per cent of pupils missing school

due to any work, we find that more than 92 rer cent of all
contract children that missed school to work gave beets as
the cause for theirlabsehce. The per cent of all working
grower and non-farm children missing schbol to work beets
is approximately two-thirds and one-third, respectively, of

that for contract_children.'
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In some cases, especially grong the grower, wage
and non-farm children, more than one type of work was
given as a cause for absence. Ior examzlie, a boy may have
helped his father herd sheep or cattle for a courle of

deys; twe days stacking hay, and five days 1n beets.

=

lMost of the school time lost by the grower child-
ren was due to work; nearly‘one—half was due to beets; and
about one-sixth was due to other work.

It is significant that = comperatively small

rer cent of wage and non-farm pupils missing school gave

3
[

|

work as a cause for their ghsence, while arly Tfour-iifths

i
[0}

of the contract and nearly one-half of the gréwsr cnild-
ren sald that the reason they missed school was because of
work.
In wmeny cases where it was beli=ved tha vt tue
cause for absence was more or less indirectly due to work,

the direct cause was given as indifference, moving, sick-

0]

ness, or "other causes." 1In some cases it was impogsibl
to determine to any satisfactory degree the cause for ab-

sence, in which case it was classified as Yother".

CAUSES FOR ABSENCE OTHER THAN FOR WORK
Tables 30 and 31.
LOSS 0¥ SCHOOL TIME DUE TO ALL CAUSES OTHER THAN ORK
Slightly more than one-half of all pupils miss-

ing school gave a cause other than work as the reason for
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all or a part of their absence. Other than work was gilven
as a cause for absence by nearly alil of the wage, and
non-fgrm, and two-thirds of the grower children missing
school.

About one-fourthn of ail days lost was for other
causes than work. Nearly three-fourths of 211 school
days lost Dby the wage and non—farmfpupils was for causes
other than work. The average days lost for all causes -
other than work was nearly twice as great for the contfact

as for the grower, wage and non-rarm children.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIMs DUE TC SICIKESS
Table 3Q

Sickness was the greatest single cause for ab-
sence, other than for work. Of 2ll pupils missing school,
more than one-third reported sickness as g cause. kany
children miséed school solely because of sickness. Only
about one-fifth of the contract children that missed
school said that sickness was a cause; but nearly one-
hglf of the grower and more than one-hglf of the wage and
non-ifarm children missing school gave the cause as sicke-

ness.

j~t

The per cent of lost days-due to sickness varied

greatly smong the different economic groups, being slight

when contract and all children are considered bui consider-



able for the wage and non-farm and for grower children.
The average number oi school days lost duve to sickness varied
considerably, being least for the wage and non-farm and

most for the contract childrewm.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIuME DUE TO HOVIXG
Table 30

Next to sickness, moving caused the greatest
loss of school time. 1In meny cases beet work was the
direct cause for the contract families moving and consequent-
1y the cause for the child's absence from school. TFew
grower children lost school time due to moving. In the
case of the wage and non-farm children beets seldom enter-
ed into the cause for moving but the securing of winiter work

did enter in very strongly.

The per cent of school days lost because of mov-

ing was not heavy except for the wage and non-farm pupils.
The average days lost per pupil moving was quite nigh for

all economic grouns.

In a great many instaences coildren moved entirely
out of the district of the study, in which case it was im-
possible to approximate the amount of school time loss and
the records were discarded.

There can be little doubt that any chlldren are
deprived of their rightful school due to the varents mov-
ing. This 1is especially true of the contract children

as’ twice a year (and

@

whose parents have to move ai 1

often three or four times during the vear) to the beet
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field in the spring and back again in the fall. The farm
wage families are unstable, often moving several times dur-
ing the year. The movenents of tenant faailies is con-
gsiderable but 1t is not nearly so serious a mztter as 1t

is with the contract and wage -rovpS.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIe DUz TO INDIFFERENCEH
Tagble 31
Indifference was given (generally by the teacher
when the cause of absence could not be secured from the
child) as & cause for absence in a large number of cases.
Nearly one-tenth of the contract children that missed

a1

school reported absence due to indifference. The con-
tract children missinz school because of indifference
averaged more than three school weeks eacir, while both the

grower and wage, and non-Iarm children averaged approxi-

mately two school weeks each.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIME DUH TO DISTANCE - AND WEATﬁER
Table 31
Distance and weather was gilven as a cause for
absence in but a few cases. The ﬁer cent of total time
lost and the average days lost per pupil in all economic
groups due to bad roads or bad weather was very small.
In a-state noted for its mild winters it is not surpris=-

ing that such a small number of pupils should lose
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school time due to inclement weather conditions. Iiven
when the children had to go long distances, few were
prevented from aitending school regularly because of either

distance or weather.

LOSS OF SCHOOL TIkeE DUZ T0 CAUSES NOT PREVIQUSLY KENTIONED
Table 31

The per cent of children missing school for all
causes other than those mentioned was comparatively small
for all economic groups.

The miscellaneous causes Tor missing school
included religious festivals, visiting, attending the fair,
and the like. The per cent of total school time lost for
the se miscellaneous causes was small, and except ior the
contract Cnildren, the average days lost per pupil was
conparatively small., |
SCHOOL LOSS OF PUPILS IN VHE WORTHERW AWD WESTERN SILOPE

~ DISTRICTS
Table 32

Moie than one-third of the owner, less than
one-fourth of the tenant, and less than one-tentn of the
contract puplls in the Northern aznd Western Slope Dis-

tricts had perfect school attendance.
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TOTAL SCHOOL LOSS
The owmner children lost nearly twice as many
school days as did the tenant children, althoughr the en-
rollment of owner children was only slightly more than
that of tenant.

Slightly more than one-tenth of the owner and

(.

more. than one-fifth of the tenant cnildren mnissing schoo
did so to work beets. More than one-half of the contract
children missed school to worx beets. The per cent of
owner and tenant children missing school did so to do

~

other than beet work was practically the same for each

<

tenure. Three times as great a per cent of contract as
either owner or tenant children missed school to work in
other crops than beets. Approximately three of every four
children in all tenures that missed school reported

other causes than work as the reason Tor the absence.

The principal cause for missing school, other than to work
was because of siciness.

One-sixth of the school days lost by the owner,
two-sevenths of the school days lost by the tenant and
three-fourths of the school days lost b: the contract
children, was due to beet work.

Between one-fourth end one~third of the school

time lost by the owner and tenant children was due to

vork other than in beets. Iliore than one-half of the
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school time lost by the owner children and neariy one-
half of that lost by the tenant childrern was cue to causes

other than work.

pre

The averasge days lost from school due to work

¥
¥

the beets, other work, and all causes other than work,

was greater for the tenant then TFor the ovner cnildren.
The largest average number of days lost for both

the owner and tenant children was in beets, while the

next highest average lost was in work other than beets.

The average number of school days lost Tfor causes other

than work was quite small for children of all tenures.

3 2.

Nevertheless, by far the grecatest number of owner and ten-

]

ant pupils missing scnool and the greatest number of

school days missed was for noun=-work causes.

SCHOOLING OF CRILDREN UNDER THRE COMPULSORY SCHOOL
The compulsory schnool age in Colorado is ei

to fifteen wvears, inclusive. Under ceritain conditions

children between these ages can be excused from atten-

&

dance at school. (See the school law of Colo

rado,

b

ppen-

ot

dix F.) According to the metﬁods used in determining the
age and grade standing of the children of this study, no
child below the compulsory school age.could be retarded.
A number were accelerated.

The number of days absence from school of child-

ren below the compulsory school age of eight years was
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slishtly greater in the Worthern and considerebly less in

e}

the Arkansas Valley Districts, than children of the com-
pulsory school age. This is due largely to the Tact that
when the contract family moves the younger caildren are
forced to miss as mucix scnool as the older ones. Tnen
too, the younger children often must look gfter the babies

while the perents and older brothers and sisters are work-
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ing the fields. Although it 1is tr
directly the cause of these younger children remasining
out of school, compearatively few of them help in the work

of harvesting the crop. In many cases 534X and seven vears

Qu

0ld children are a valuable help to the busy parents an
older members of the household as they often help with
thhe meals and wash the dishes as Weli as cafe for the
babies.

Tne schooling situation for chilcren under
the compulsory school age was approximately alike in all

districts.

SCHCOLING OF CHIID®EN OF COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE
In the Arkansas Valley, most of the school time
prior to the date of tihe survey, had been lost by the con-
tract childre: of compulsory school age;
had lost but one-sixth of the possible school time; con-
sidering all children more than one-thizd of the wossible

school time had been lost.



In the Northern District the average days lost
by the contractor children of compulsory school age was
somewhat greater than the other economic groups, the aver-
age days lost for each group being beiween two and three
school weeks. Less than one-fifth of the contract chnild-
ren of comuulsory school age in the Arkansgs Valley were
at age. Of the grower children of Compulsory school age
in the Arkansas Valley, slizhtly over one-half were at
age, one-twentietn were accelerated and two-firths were
retarded.

The situation in regards tc scrool conditions
of the different age and economilic groups was nearly as

bad for the chiildren of the Northern as for those of the

Arkansas Valley District.

SCHOOLING OF CHILDREN ABOVE THE COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGEH
All convract calldren above the compulsory
school age in the Northern District and more than nineteen
of every twenty of such children in the Arkansas Valley
District Were‘retarded, many for three or more years.
(In the Northern District 85.3 per cent of all contract
pupils over fifteen years of age, thirty in number, were
retarded three or more years.)
Two~thirds of the tenant and 53 per cent of the
owner children above the compulsory school age in the

4

Northern District were retarded. In the Arkansas Valley,



55 per cent of the owner and tenant pupils above fifteen

- i -

years of age were retarded.

mxcept for a few rural high schools and a few
vupils in the nearby city schools only pupils in the first
eight grades were studied. This would tend to include
only the backward pupils. As a child begins to fall be-

hind his fellows in Iils school work he begins to think of

N L
great-

quitting. ©School is very apt to lose interest to a

L

ly retarded child, and at the first opgportunity such a

nupil often leaves shcool to work. As the cecmpulsory school

2

age and the ccmpletion of the eighthh grade closely coincide

u

we find the grestest number of pupils leaving scliool be-

k) a T

tween the seventn and the nintn grades. Hany children

(411

)

quit’ school before rezciing the .severth or eighth grade.

Y=ARS OF 3CHOQOL LOST
A study of the years of school lost by fthe re-
traded pupils of the family study in the Northern District

found that all of the retarded children had lost 2.2 years
each; the contract children, 2.5 vears; the wage children
2.5 years; the tenant children 1.8 years and the owner
ciiildren 1.8 years.

UThe Child or the Sugar Beet®

Superintendent W. 4. Baker of the Fort Morgan

(@]
O
}—

orado) public schools made a study in the winter of

1924 to determine the amount oi school time lost by the
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beet-working children of the Fort korgan schools. oSome of
the result.s of Superin.endent Baker's study are given in
the following paragraphs:

“Yhe harvesting oi the sugar beet crop in the
fall of 1924 cost 438 boys and girls in School District
Number Three just 15,124 days of school. An aggregate of
84 years.h

“Rural schools and Clty Schools sharé about
equally in 5number out®, but each city pupil missed 7 umore
days of school. No doubt this difference was caused by
moving out to the fields and back again.t®

"Bach of the 438 pupils missed an average of 35
school days’or one-riftn of the school term. A very large
number who have missed ﬁuch scnool for beet harvesting
attend very irregularly after reentering.?®

"Even tne Iirst grade conitributes as largely
as the uppef grades . ¥

“Thirty-fiye per cent are ralllng or doing
merely passing work. Teaciiers agree that practically all
of those who are faliling could ao the work 1ir they had a
start with the rest of the class.®

"The 125 boys and girls out or 204 in the city
schools and the 128 out of thke 54 in the rural schools,
are retarded ab tihils time, an average of two years each.
Thig 1s secured by ﬁsing the most 1liberal age-gradce table

possible in which each grade has a span of two years.
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There is a total of 491 years of fetardation amnong the
beet workers alone. Practically gll of this retardation
is caused by missing school and not by low mentalities.

"A very large percentage, approximscely 75 per
cent, of tﬁese 438 Dboys and giris, 1f allowed to continue
to miss school year aiter year will quit school entirely
at the age of 16 and will never enter the eighth grade.
Very few drop out of the eighth grade to work beets simnly
because very few have advanced that far before the age
of 1l6."

"Bach pupil in average daily attendance lsst
year (1@25;24) cost the school district $70.00 for the en-
tire school system. The>15,125 days missed last fall re-
presents an aggegate of 84 years of school. That means
that the tax payers of the whole district contiributed
$5,580 towards harvesting beets last fall. As the $70.00
annual expense 1is based upon all the pupils it means that
every time a pupll repeats a grade it costs the district
another $70.00. The 491 years of retardation that I
found in this group of boys and girls has already cost
tax payers, someplace over $34,000.00. It is cheéper for
the taxpayers of any comwunity to see that every boy and
g€irl is in school every day." (9)

Superintendent Baker's étudy touches a very

(9) The child or the Sugar Beet, W. E. Baker, Superinten-
dent of Schools, Fort Morgan, Colorado.



small fraction of the sugar beet growing section of Colo-
rado. What s complete state-wide study, conducitec along
the lines of the Fort Morgen investigation, woula show is
difficult to conjecture. Such a study would undoubtedly
snow some significance, 1f not alarming situations. ILater
paragrapins of the school section of this report will throw

further light on the retardation of bheet working children.

WUKBER OF RIGHTH GRADS GRADUATES

The eificiency of a rural school might be meas-

o+
o
W)
ct
[{s)
-3
jav)
(L
C
QO
ct
D

cent of its enrollmen

<
L
gl
o
o’
&
&
)
)]
k3
M
-

from the eighth grade each yezr. Such a study was con-

ducted in connection with the survey, in Horthern Colo-

in the different schools, over z period of five yvears,
ranged from 1.9 and 6.5. 1In some schools the sighth grade
graduates were exceptionally few.

In some schools nearly all puprils stopped school

before completing the eighth grade. In other schoolg, a

r

goodly number of pupils finished the eighth wrade each

()

year.
GRADE ATTAINED BY THE YOUNG FOLKS. 16-20 YEZARS OF A0%, IW-
CLUSIVE.
The following table taken from the Worthern Colo-
rado Report (10) shows, the grade attained by the young

(10) THE WORK OF CHILDREN IN THR SUGAR B‘uT PTjIDS 0F CER-

TATH SKOTIONS OF WORTHARE COLORADO, DRE SEEORT,
PAGE, 122 T
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people (ages 16 to 20 inclusive)
Very few of the voung people were gtill =2ttend-

ing high school or college. & grapnic

¢

Table 33 is therefore
picture of when these young people guit school (compsare table
33 with table 87,) "Parents which have had & specified a-
mount of schooling.®

Information relative to the last

ured from the parents or the

()]
o -

by the young people was s
young people themselves, not from the school records.

Table 33 snows that: 57 per cent of the owner

young people quit school between the sgixth snd sighth grades,
inclusive; 55.3 per cent of the tenant voung ﬁeonle left
school between the sixtin and eighth grades, inclusive;
50.25 per cent of the contract young wpsorle quit school be-
tween the grades six and eight, inclusive; of all the young
people, 55.5 per cent left school between the srades of six
and eight, inclusive.

Slightly over 32 per cent of the owner; scarce-
1y 20 per cent of the tenant; less than 6 vrer cent of the
contract; and less than 15 rer cent of
all tenures, attended school beyond the eizhth grade. Wear-
ly 45 per cent of the contract young ﬁeople had never resch-

ed the sixth grade in school.

AGE AND GRADE DISTRIBUTION.
In this study, two vears are =llowed to o

grade; that is, a child six or seven years old is consider-

v =< e
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ed at age if in the first grade; seven or eight years old
in the second grade, etc. Any child less than 7 years of

age in the second grade is considered accelerated; 1if more

Q

rade, retarced. Al-

()
P
o]
[
D
Q
(@]
fn
o
05

than 8 years ol age and in
though the compulsory scacol age in Colorado is 8 years,
the common practice is to start the children to school &t
the age of six. The common custom has been made the basis
for this study rathern that that wanica the law reguires.
(Colorado School Law, Appendix F.)

Appendix H is a reproduction of the school table

for estimeting the age and grade standing.

GRADE STANDING 0% ALL PUPILS
Table 34

Of more then 10,000 school cnildren 1ncluded
in this study, approximately one out of every twenty-iive
was accelerated; eleven out of tweuiy were at a.e; and
eight ouﬁ of every twenty were retarded.

One out of every elghteen grower, wage and non-
Tarm children was accelerated, while but one out of every
seventy-three contract children was accelerated. NWearly
twice as large a per cent oi grower and wage and non—farﬁ
children were al age as were conitract children. The re-
tradation was practvically twice as great for the contract
as for the grower, wagge and non-farm children. In all
cases of graue standing, the percentages for both grower

and wagze and non-Iarm growers were nearly the same.
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The retardation is much greater szmong those

children whose families are contract beet workers than
among those which are not.

Studies conducted by the United States Bureau of

wducation (11) show that in many cities 4 per cent of the

children were under aze. Tests by Dr. Goddard (12) re-

veal a similar per cent of acceleration of city school

the children to be from to three years bvehind their grade.

DEGREE OF RETARDATION AMONG ALL OF THD RETARDED PUPILS
Table 35.

Of the pupils that were retarded, necarly one-
half were retarded but one year. Practically the seme per
cent (more than one-half) of grower =snd non-farm retarded
chiildren were retarded but one year. Three-eighths of the

contract chilaren were one year behind thelr grede.
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er and non-rarm retarded cuildren were two years behind
thelr grade.

More than twice as large a per cent of contrzact
as eilther grower or non-farm chilaren were three or more

years behind thelr proper grade.

(02) Mangold, George B., Problems of Child Welfare, nage
2
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It is significant that in all cases the retar-

dation was nearly the same for both the grower and non-

]

"arm children, and that the general retardation smong these

L

groups was much less and to a great deal less serious ex-

1
b

tent than it was among the contract cinildre

GRADE STMNDING OF CHIIDREN OF THR FAMILY STUDY
Table 386
In the XNorthern, Hortheastern and Western Slope
Districts a separate study of the school ohildren of the
families studied the summer beiore was made. TIThnese child-

giving a

=

ren's records were deducted from the total,
similar study of those children not included in the sur-
vey of the summer before. Figures on the grade standing
0of bovh groups will be given.

dmost exactly one-half of the cihiildren of the
Tamily study were retarded, more tnan one-half of whom
were at least two years behind thelr grade. A small per
cent were accelerated and less than one-half were at age .

The acceleration was very low among the con-
tract children, three times as great for the grower and
neagrly six times as greét for the wage and non-farm child-
ren, as for the conuvract children. In nearly all cases
the children of uhe family study in each economic group
were placed in a disadvantageous positlon when compared

to the entire study. The per cent of pupils at age was
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greatest for the grower children, followed by the non-farm
and contract children, respectively.

Tne per cent of retarded pupils was twice as
great for the contract as for the grower and wage and non-
farm childfena The per cent of pupils of the different
economic groups which were retarded two or more years did
not vary widely, but in all cases reached nearly 50 per
cent or more of the retarded pupils; nearly two-thirds of

the retarded contract pupils of the Family study were re-

tarded two or more years.

QRA?E STANDING OF CHIIDREN NOT OF THE FAWILY STUDY

Table &7

b.a

A much larger per cent of children not of the

Tamily study were accelerated and at age than were child-

(el

ren of the family study. A correspondingly much smaller
per cent of children not of the femily study were retard-
ed than were children of tﬂe family study. The per cent
of retarded pupils but one years behind their grade was
much greater and the corresponding per cent of those PuDp-
ils more than one year behind their grade was much less, -
for the children not of the family study than for the
children of the family study.

The per cent of non-family study contract
children accelerated and at age was much smaller than

that for the grower and wage and non-farm children. lost
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of the retarded grower and non-farm children are only omne
year behind their gradé, while most of the retarded con-
tract children are two or more years behind their grade.

It will be recalled that most of the children
of_the family study were those who worked on farms the
summer before.

GRADE STAWDING OF 760 CHILDREN WHO HAD WORK®D BEETs BUT
ONE YoAR.
Table 38

Few children, for whom records were avallable,
who had worked but one year in the Dbeets, were accelerat-
ed in their school work. Nearly forty per cent were at
age.

0f the retarded children in thils group, more
than two-fifths were retarded but one year; one-fourth
were retarded two years; and one-third were retarded three
or more years. The retardation was only slightly greater
for the first year beet workers than for children of the
family study;

It is significant that slightiy over one-third
of all the first year beet workers were retarded iwo or
more years in their school work. Although these figures
deal only with children in the Northern and Northeastern
Digtricts, the general school condition in the two rTe-

maining districts were such as to lead to the belief that
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the degree of retardation would be increased rather than
lessened, by their addition.

It is not to be assumed thaﬁ beet work is the
sole cause for retardation of beel working chnildren, as
many other factors, suchh as the home conditions enter in
very strongly to ianfluence retardation of certain groups
df pupils. The fact that any group of school pupils, tak-
en more or less at random, can be found with one-tanird of
their number retarded two or more years, is worthy of not-
ice. Nevertheless, the schooling conditions of the first
year beet workers compare favorably with the conditions
of children of the famlily study and quite well with the
condition of the total pupils studied in this survey.

GRADE STANDING OF 294 CHIIDREN WHO HAD WORKED BEETS FIVE OR
MORE YEARS ,
Table 39

Besides the 760 children studied who were work-
ing beets for their first year, studies were conducted on
the basis of two, three, four and five and more years of
beet work. Only the latter results will be given as the de-
gree of retardation quite gradually advanced from year to
year of beet work, culminating with the Tive and more year
group. (See TableBS_) |

More than four-fifths of the children studied in
the Worthern and Northeastern Districts who had worked

beets five or more years, were found to be retarded in
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school, neafly five-eignths Qf whom wére retarded two or

more years. Only one-sseventieth of the five or more year
beet working pupils were accelerated, and less than one-

fifth were at age.

Althbugh beets was undoubtedly partly thé cause
of this high degree of retardation, if.is not the only
cause. We would expect to see more retardation among cnild-
ren in the upper grades, or among the children of a greater
age, than among the begimners. Nevertheless, the retarda-~
tion among children who work beets year after year is very
high. Hany teachers attiribute much, or most, of retarda-
tion of their beet working pupils to veet work.

The total retardation was about the same for all
tenures, but the retardatlon of two or more years was near-
ly one-hal¥ greater Tfor the contract than for the grower
children. The one and two yeaf retardation was corres-

pondingly greater among the grower children than the con-

tract.

"ﬁ
g
Ui
ae]
b
=
=~
=

D]

OF 1394 SPAWISH AND MEXICAN CHILDREN
Table 40
Nearly fourteen per cent of all the children
in\this study were Spanish or lexican. In the Arkansas
Valley District the per cent of Spanish and Mexican child-
ren was twice greater than in the other three districts,

where the per cent was approximately the same.
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There were no Spanish or HMexican children ahead
of their grade in the Arkansas Valley and Western Slope
Districts and scarcely 1 per cent in the Northern and

HWortheastern Districts. Less than one-tnird of the Span-

clh

ish and lexican children were at age, the per cent being
highest in the Northern and lowest in the Northeastern
Districts. Approximately three-ifourtias of these children
were retarded,.nearly tnree~fourths of whomAwere retarded
more than one year. The situation is somewhat better In
the Northern than in the other districts.

| The above figures plainly show that our public
school system in Colorado is not functioning properly in
respect to our Mexican school population. There is an
evident attempt on the part of many Mexican families to
keep their children out of school, as mucihh of the time as
possible. Only occasionally will there be found Kexican
parents desirous of having thelr children receive an edu-
cation. These cases will invariagbly be found among the
better type of liexicans, people that insist upon being
called Spanish-American.

There is another side to this question, mme-
ly, the sdhooi authorities often do not want the Fexican
children in their school. As a consequence little effort
is made to get and keep the ﬁexican ciiildren in attend-
ance. VWhen they do attend school the attitude of the

teachers and the other pupils 1s plainly antagonistic.
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The Mexican’children generally are not accepted as play-
mates on the school grounds; they»are often not given ah
equal opportunity in the class room. In Fort Collins the
Mexican children positively will not attend one schéol due
to the disagreeable attitude of thé other pupils. ¥hen a
kexican child is trénsferred from another scﬁool invthe

city to this particular school he will either register at
snothner building or not attend at all.

In many communities specialvand separate schools
are being conducted for the benefit of the Spanish and MHexi-
can children. ' There are serious objections to this ﬁéthod,
;rincipal of which is that these Mexican children are

£

segregated and.thus retarded, if not prevented, from ac-
'quiring American weys. It is evident that either way 1is
undemocratic~-the attitude of the American parent and
child ﬁhen the Mexican children are sent to thevAmerican
sghool—-and the segregating of the Mexican children into
schools of their own.

There was the same fll-feeling against the
Russian-German children (and in many sections thig ill-
feeling and sense of superiority of the American child-
ren still persists) as is now apparent againét the

Mexican children. For severagl reasons the dislike

for the latter is likely to last longer and will

'
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be more intense than the dislikeifor ﬁhe forﬁer, namely,
the Mexican child is considered of a different race (Span-
ish, mixed with Indian) while the Russian-Germgn is. of

the thte race; second, the Mexiéan clings more teracious-
1y to his fathér'svideas and éﬁstoms than does the Russian-
German--he 1s slower in accepting American Standards, part

of which is undoubtedly due to the greater degree of os-

tracism extended him.

GRADE STANDING OF NON-SPATISH AND NON-MEXICAW GEILDREE
Table 41

Afté;ﬁdeducting all Mexican and Spanish-Ameri-
can children from our study we have a retardation of more
than one—thirﬁ of all pupils. The retardation was great-
est in the Northeastern District and least on the Western
Slope.

Slightly more than 6ne-half of all retarded
children in this group were but one vear behind theikr
grade.. | )

The acceleration was dout the same for all
districts, being highest on the Westerﬁ Slope, and lowest
in the Nofthern and Northeastern Districts. |

| In all districts well-over one-half the pupils‘
were at age.

With but one-third of all non-Mexican pupils

b

retarded and most of those retarded but one year, the sit-

vation emong this group camot be considered bad.
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PROMOTiON AND CLASS WORK AMONG THE SCHOOL CHILDREW OF THIS
STUDY.

Table 42

Nearly twice as large a per cent of contract
and non-farm as of grower children were-in school their
first year.

Promotion the year beiore was considereably
betier among the grower and non—farm than among the con-
tract children. Hetgrdation for the same time was corres-
pondingly reversed, being more than twice as great for the
contract as for either grower or‘non-farm children.

The -per cent of pupils reported by the teachers
as doing good work was quite nearly the same Tor all
_groups, with the grower children leading, followed by the
contract and the non-farm cnildren, respectively.

The per cent of children doing fair work was
greatest for the contract, followed by the non-Tarm and
grower children, respectively. There Wwas not an excess-
ive difference of poor class work between the children of
the different economic grouss.

Less than one-fiftﬂ.of all pupils were declared
to be doing poor work, nearly three-eighths were doing fair
work, and four-ninths were doing good work.

Although only the children in the Northern and
Western Slope Districts are included in this study, the
situation is believed to berepresentative of the regiohs

gtudied.
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THE SUMMER SCHOOL
As previously pointed oﬁt, Russian-Germans aﬁd
Mexicans comprise the bulk of the contract beet working
population in Colorado. In order to give these children
an eqgual educational opportunity with the American child-
ren, several communities hzve attempted summer gchools.
The object of the summer school is to give the beet-work-
ing children schooling in lien of the time lost during bheet
harvest. -School 1is dismissed for a portion or all of the
time that beets are being harvested.

A summer sohoel means an extra financial drain
on the school dist:ict, as well as an inconvenience to the
teaching force. Extra teachers have to be employed, ex-
tra room provided, and the teacher's vacation period 1is
divided. The two former objections can be largely, 1f not
entirely eliminated, if the school closes altogether dur-
ing the beet hafvest. In communities where the majority
of the children do not work in the beets a complete dis-

missal of school is generally objected to.

The most successful attempt at conducting a

o]

summer school observed by the writer is that at Wi_dsdr,
Colorado. The summer school for beet-working children
began about the middle of July in 1924 and ran till about
the Tirst of October when a six or seven weeks beet vaca-
tion was declared for the children that attended the sum-

mer school session. When the fall term of school began
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those‘childrén which did not attend the summer session
start and continue an uninterrupted nine month's term. At
the close of the beet harvest the Eeet4working children
re-enter school and continue with their work where it was
dropped on the first of October. These beet-working Ehild-
ren, however, continue in separate classes.

The summer-school as conducted on the Windsor
plan does not require a pupll tb repeat any of his work.
In many places a child attends summer school and begins
the regular work again in the fall, thus eventualiy losing
prart of the work and repeating otiner portions.

Many schools have attempted a summer term andhave
dispensed with it, declaring it unsatisfactory. Others
h ve continued the plan from year to year with varying
success. The Rockwood school at Fort Collins has had a
three weeks summer school and g corresponding three weeks .
beet vaoation.for several years, but a study of this
scinool reveals the fact that a ithree weeks beet vacation
is about one-half long enough as the beet-working child-
ren average vetween twelve and fifteen davs of absence
following the three weeks vacation.

The degree of retardation among the children
of the Windsor school was less in 1924 than Tfor -the great
majority of the rural schoob studied‘in the Northern Dis-
trict. Ixcept for a couple oi instances, the rural schools

having a smaller retardation than Windsor had made no serious
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attempt to enforce the compulsory school attendance law.
Where the law was not enforced it was largely the retsrd-
ed children who: were not in school. The Wellington con-
solidated school near Fort Collins had a smaller per cent
of retardation than did the Windsor school, whnich conducts
o three weeks summer school to allow for a tiree weeks beet

vacation. - X
The per cent of accelerated and at age pupils
was much higher in the Windsor school than in most of the

schools studied in Northern Colorado.

SCHOOL TAXES

One of the important considerations in develop-
ing a suécessful school system 1s: how much are the peorle
willing to pay towards the éupporﬁ of their school, The
tax levy for the support of =chools in #Hortnern Colorado
ranged from a total of a little over four mills to nwore
thian eighteen mills. Some districtis, then, are willing
to pay four times as much per dollar valuation aé are
other districts towards the support‘of thelr school sys-
tem. A similar situation undoubtedly existed in the otherx
districts of this study.

The 1924 Colorado Year Book gives the follow-
ing information on the schools of the state. In 1924 there
were a total of 1982 schnool districts in Colorado with 3391

schools and 3587 :school buildings; there were 8938 teach-
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ers, 7484 of whom'were women and 1454 were men.v The total

enrollment was 247,195 pupils, with zn average daily atteq::

dance of 179,476; the per cent of eligible pupils enrolled

wes 83.05. The per cent average daily attendance of total

eligible pupils was 60.2 and the per cent>average déily at-
i -

tendance of enrolled pupils was 72.6.. - . *

The average annual per capita cost of education
ih Colorado in 1924 based on enroliment was $94.03; based
on average attendance it was $129.51.

| The educational cost per puril based onm enroll-
ment raﬂged'frdm $169.54 in Rio Blanco County to but §é7.55
in Conejos County. PFor the counties of tLis study the en-
rollment cost per pupil faﬂged from $106.98 in Wéld County
to §60.03 in Mesa County. (The enrollment cost per pupil
averaged the highest in the ﬁortnern and FHortheastern Dis—'
tricts, followéd by- the Arkansas Velley and the Western Slope-
Districts, respectively. The costs~in‘the counties within
each District were quite similar). ‘ -

The\educational cost per enrollment for the dif-

ferent counties of this study renged in 1924 from $157.89

in Logan County to $79.15 in iiesa Counvy. The cost ner

o

pupil was generally less throughout the western 3lone Coun-
tieg and greatest througilout the Worthern and kortheastern
Counties. uhe costs throughout the counties of each respec-

tive district were generally quite unifoiwg. (13)

(13) Colovado Jear Book, 1925, page 156.






THE 3CHOOL STUDY ~--- SUNMMARY .

1. A large per cent of the rural children oi this study

lost school time, the cause for the majority being to
work. More children missed school to work in the beets
than Tor any_ptherrsingle reason. Work other them in
beets caused é great deal ofischool abserice, as did
sickness, moving and indifference.

A larger ver cent of contract thaan grower children
missed school. Beet work, moving and indifference as

a cause Tor school absence wes greater amoﬁg the con-~
tract than among- the grower cnildren. -S8ickness as a
cause for school absence was as bad among the grower

as among the contract éhildren.

Comparativelf little school time was lost for any cause
other than work, sickness, moving and indifference.
More owner and tenant than contract and wage childfén
nad perfect school attendance. The attendance of the
owner children was better than that of the tenant.
Children below the compulsory échool age could not be
retarded. Most parents start their children to school
at the age of six or ssven.

Many children of the compulsory school age were retarded, :
a iarge number were at age and a few were accelerated.
Retardation was greafest among the contract children.

A nmuch larger per cent of grower children; especlally

owner, than contract ghildren, were gccelerated.
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Nearly sll children above the compulsary school age

were retarded. As nearly all the children of this study-

]

- rursl schools, mosl of whkich have onlily

Y

G

were gttendin

[y

the first eigat grades, g child above the compulsary

school age of fifteen years attending these schiols
must be rqtgrded. “

The years of school lost by retarded puplils was very
large. This loss makes‘an added bu;den on the school,
both financially and morally. =« retarded pupil is far
more likely to leave school at the first op;ortuniﬁy
thén is the child thet is not retarded.

The number of eighth grade graduates eacn year from many
rﬁral schools of this study was small. A majority of the
older boys and girls of this study had left schooi before
completing the eighthwgradef Many had left school far
below the eighth grade . A comparatively small number of
contract young veople had gone as far 1in school as the-
eighth grade. Judging from past experiences, a large
majority of the children of this stﬁdy, especially t:uose
of contract families, will never go farther in school

¢

than the fifth, sixth, seventh or the eighth

rage.

‘UQ

Few children of this study were accelerated. XNost of the
grower and wage children were at age while a majority

of the contract children were retarded.

ab
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12.

13.

15.

17.
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lMany retarded pupils were three or more yeafs benind
their grade. A majority of,the'rétérded grower child~
ren were two or more years behind their gfade,

A larger per cent of children of the family study were
retarded than were children not of the family study.
A corresponding smaller per cent of chiidren of the
family study were both accelerated and at age, than

were children not of the family study.

A large number of children that had worked beets but

one year were retarded. (Beet work cennot be said to
be the cause of the retardation of these'ehildreﬁ).

A majority of the retarded first year bect Working
children were retarded two or more years.

A Targe majority of the fifth yéar beet working child-
ren were retarded, and a majority were retarded th

or more years.

Nearly one~seventh of the children of this study were
Spanish or Mexican. Xone of these children were
accelgrated and less than one-thifd were at age. A
large majority of the retarded Spanish and Heiican
children were retarded two or more years.

The retardation of children not of Spanish or Mexi-
can descent was far less than for either the Spanish
and Mexican children or for all children of the study.

Many children had failed being promoted at the close
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of the 1923 school year. A much larger per cent of
contract than grower children had failed to pass their
grade the year before.

18. A slightly larger per cent of grower than con@ract
or wage and non-Iarm children>were reported as doing
good Work.in school; a larger per cent of wage and
non-farm than either grower or contrgct children were
revported as doing faif work in school; and a larger
ver cent of contract than either grower or wage and
non-farm children were reported as doing poor work in
schoal.

19. Many schools have attempted summer schools and a
corresponding vacation during beet harvest. The plan
has worked with varying degfées of sugfess. The

summer school and beet vacation as adopted at Windsor,

Fy

Colorado appears to have met with at least a Tair de-

gree of success.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The loss of school time by rural children
throughout the regions of this study was large. A great
proportion of this school loss was due to farm work, es-
pecially in beets. Much additional loss of school time
was due to indifference and to ﬁovino. Sickness played no
small part in school absence but appeared less prevent-

able than the preceeding causes.
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The amount of retardation among the children of
the rural schools of this study was very considerable.
Many of these children were severgl years retarded. Gihen
retardation is considered in terms of years of school
lost, it amounts to almost unbelievable proportions. YWhen
considered in terms of dollars and cents the loss is also
very great. The true loss to the nation can never be
realized.

The amount of school time lost, both in 1924 and
in previous years, was far gresater for the cdntract than
for the grower or wage and non-farm children. This Iloss
was especially noticeable as due largely tovwork in the
beets. Contract children did not cause a disproportiounate
loss of school time for causes other than beet work.

Beyond any doubt the Colorado School atten-
dance law 1s violated with impunity. This law is decide-
ly unpopular in some beet-growing communities and weakly.
supported in many others. Custom has decreéd that beek
working children shall be privileged miss school to help
with the thinning and topping of the beet crop. It has
begame a common practice for grower families to keep
thelr children home to work in the beets whenever it is
considered necessary. With this point of view freely
held by many people in beet-growing regions it is 1little
wonder that.. the enforcement of school attendance laws is

often weakly attempted and that flagrant violations of
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the law are commoil.
Colorado has a good school attendance law (See
Appendix F ), One that is enforcible where there is a

sincere desire to have it enforced. HNumberous cases of

[N

violations of this act by contract and grower Tamilies
which kept their children from school to work beets have
been tried in various courts throughout the state without
the loss of a single case.

One of the first means of correcting the evil
of school absence for work is through education. Per-
haps this 1s going to be difficult as long as.sohool is
so freely dismissed for athletic contests. Rightly do
these parents ask, "Is play of such vasily more importance
than work%® The wrifer realizes the value in athletics buv
he does nof believe that they are of greater importance
than work.

The present district school system 1in fural
Colorado is failing to function properly. It in time
must go, even as the little red couniry school house 1s
rapidly going. While the first class schools (Those of
our larger towns and cities) are under the conirol of one
school board which employs a competent school superin-
tendent at a reasonable salary, the rural districts are
divided up into many small and independent units:;, with
the political election of a county superintendent of

schools.
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At the last sfate legislative session a Dbill

¥nown as the YCoury Unit Bill" was introduced into the

legislature. ﬁAlthough this bill is not a panacea for all

the evils existing in our rural school system, the

writer believes that it will go farther towards correct-

ing these evils than anything that has so far been pro-

posed.

The leading principles of this act as present-

ed at the last legislative session end sponsored by many

of the leading educators and educational crganigations

of the state are as follows:

1'

Only second and third class schools come
under the provisions of the act.

A board of five directors is elected, each
director from a certain section of the.
couney.s -

This board of five directors appoints a
éounty superintendent.

The schools shall remain the same as be-
fore except that there will be but one
school board 1in the county.

The county superintendent will have charge
of all second and third class schools in
the county.

All school taxes raised will revert to a

common: fund to be used at the point in the



county where they are most needed.

“he principal advantages of the county unit

plan as put forth by its proponents are:

!

Equal distribution of school oprortunities
throughout the county. At present
poorer districts are at a decided disadvan-
tage. The proposed law would allow tae
school tax To e distributed where 1t was
most needed.

There would be an eqgualization of school
taxes. Al present the school tax differs
greatly for each district.

This metnod removes the schools from poli-
tics in the elections of a county superin-
tendent.

Where 1t 1s now impossible for each school
district to hire a truant officer and other
officials, under the new vlan one or more
gualified truant officers could be employed
wilthout becoming a vurden on the county

or any part lnereof. This would enable a
much begter eniorcement of the school

q

attendance laws. At present the employ-
ment of a gualiried full-time truant officer

by many districts is financially difficult.



5. One of the great difficulties of eniorcing
the present school law is due to the con-
tinual snifting about from district to dis-
trict of the beet workers. lany iamilies
live during the winter at Loveland, Tfor in-
stance, but work beets in an adjoining school
district, but within the county. Altlhough

vlan would not entirely ele-

cl-

the county uni

'_I

vigte this evil 1t would greatly lessen it

cts with the

L}
[N

vy prlacing all rural dist
county under one administirative head. It

is these last two reasons that causes the
writer to feel that the county unit system
will do more to solve our rural school Dro-
blem than any plan that has as yet heen
suggested.

6. The following statement appesrs on page 122
of publication Wo. 115 of the Children's
Bureau of the United States Deprrtment of
Labor, entitled Child Labor and The wWork OF
llothers in the Beet Fields of Colorado and
ichigan. “Because of the interfereﬁce with
schooling, the long hours involved, and the
utnadequate character of the work as mono-
tonous and repetitive as many factory pro=-

cesses, labor in the bees fields is unsuit-



‘able for young children. Only one state how-
ever, has attempted any specific regulstion of
child labor in the beet fields: Nebraska in-
cludes such work by ngume under the maximum hours
provision of its child labor law."

“4n indirect method of reducing to some extent
%he work of children on the beet farms is offer-
ed through the strict enforcement of school attand-
ance laws. If, as the findings of the present
study, indicagte, adequate school gttendance laws
were effectively enforced, at least one serious
objection to beet-field work for children would
be met. Satisfactory enforcement requires ade-
guate administrative machinery--a sufficient num-
ber of full-time attendance ofificers, for examp-
le, and enforcement under state supervision. It
requires also cooperation on the part of the
parents, and 1f the fullest cooperation on the

parents, and if the fullest coopera-

BN

part of the
tion 1s to be expected of the foreign——born-
field laborer in rearing and educating his cnild-
ren he must nimself be given opportunities %o
learn the language and be put in touch with the
general community life.

"Special superivision seems to be necessary if

the children of migratory workers are to escape
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undue hardship. The responsibility for their
education . and welfare falling betiween the
community from which they come and that to which

they go is assumed by neither.m
jr



SECTION IV

A STUDY OF THE CONTRACT FAMILY
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A separate section 1s given to & discussion of
the contract families; Tirsi, because = more deteallizd
study was made of this group than of the owner, tenant
and wage families; second, conditions surrounding the
contract femilies are in many wars very difrerent Irom
those of the other tenures.

The contract fawmilies ccocmprised the largest
single tenure group included in this surver. Thev also
comstitute the pivotal vnoint oi many of the vprovlems dis-
cussed in this paper. The Tact thnat a larse vercentace

of the contrzet Tamilies are foreign-born rsises the
problem of assimilgiion and dmericanization. The tran-
sitory nature of beet work also gives rise to many grave
comaunity problems. The mores oi the different economic
and racial groups Causes.a seraration oi the members bthat
is often very difvicult to overcone.

The income of the contrsct beet labor families,

coupled with tune average large size of housenolds,

el
"

rise to several grave soclal and economic problems.

(.
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INFORMATION CONCERNING THE BEET COXTRAC
Table 43
STTHEOD OF OONTRACTING - REGULAR OR IRRESULAR.
Moet of the contracts were regular; that is,
the contract femily agreed to do the hand work on all three
beet nrocesses. In the Northesstern, Eorfﬁern, nd Fest-
ern Slope Districts nearly all the contracts were reguler,

while approximately one-half the contracts in the Arkansas

Valley were irregular.

ACRES OF BEETS WOREKED
Table 43

The average acreage of beets worked by reguler
contract was %2.3. The largest beet acreage per. contract
family was in the Yortheestern District where each con-
tract family averaged more than fortﬁ aéres, followed by
the Northern District where the average was nearly forty
acres per family. In the Ar”unsqs Vallev each contract
femily worked an average of,leés than tﬁirty acres; while on
the Western Slope the acrés of beets worked by esch con-

tract family averaged less than twenty-five acres.

The acres of beets worked per femily in these
different districts corresvonds very closely with the 1924
gtatistics of acres of beets ralsed per farm in the differ—

ent counties within' each respective district. Table 44
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gives a comparison between the different districts and the
counties within the districts. . (Only the acres of beets
worked by regular contract are considered in the district’:
figures.)

I? will be seen from the table that the largest
acreage of beets per farm is in the Horth%astern District;
the Northern, Arkenses Valley and Western Slove Districts
following, respectively. The averzge acres of beets grown
per farm on t@e Western Slope is less than one-fourth that
in Northeastern Colorado.

It is practicallv impossible to faise beets in
Colorado other than by irrigation. The following table
gives the per cént of farms in the principal beet-raising
counties of Colorado that raised beets in 192k and the

average acres raised per farm.
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TABLE LU

SUGAR BEET FARYM STATISTICS FOR COLORADO, 1924: FAMILIES
REPORTING RAISING BETTS; ACRES OF BEETS RAISED OR WORKED;
ACRES OF BEETS PER FARK OR PER CONTRACT; AND PER CENT OF

FARKS IN COUNTRY RAISING BEETS in 1924

(1)

DISTRICT,AYD LEADIEKG BEET COUNTIES I¥ EACH. X

District Families Total Acres of  Per cent

or reporting sacres of beets of farmers

County ralsing beets per farm in county
beets raised or or per reporting

worked contract raising beets.

Northeastern 261 11,k36 Wz.7

Morgan si5 25,900 47.5 5.5

Logan Uon 19,300 he L 14.9

Weld 2071 77,200 37.2 52.2

Northern 267 9,8L2 35.2

Larimer 635 22,300 35.1 55.1

Boulder hgd 9,500 19.5 - ENe]

Arkansas Valley 73 2,123 29.0

Otero . 261 7,300 28.0 U6 .8

Crowley 649 16,000 2l .6 52.8

Western Slope U3 1,069 2L .9

Delta Y72 5,150 10.9 26.0

Mesa U5g 4 600 10.0 19.0

Montrose 421 3,960 9.% 31.2

Entire Study 644 ol 1470 32.2

Entire State £,166 229,000 28.0

(14) ~ Oolorado Year Book, 1925, Page 8

X Per cent of farmers

computed.’

in eesch

distric

<t

ng beets not



The ver cent of cultivated area of each of the
princinal beet raising counties in the state under irriga-
tion in 1924 is as follows: Morgzan county, 11.2 per cent;
Logan county, 7.9 per cent; Weld County, 16.3 per cent;
Larimer cdunty, 18;2 per cént; Boulder countv, 33.6.p5r
cent; Otero county, 16.2 per oenf; Orowley céunty, 12.7

er cent; Mesa, Montrose and Delta counties, 22.9, 22.3

D
and b

5.1 per cent respectively.

TYPE OF CCIUTRACT--TRITTEY COR GRAL

In most Gases the contTrscts were written, al-
though frequently an orsl agreement Wés entered into be-
tween the grower and the contractor. In the Northern,
Northeastern and Arkansas Vailéy Districts, the majoriiy
of the contracts were written. On the Western Slope the
majority of the contracts were oral. "Broken contracts"

were usually oral, as were occasional contracts between

growers and contractor who were accuainted.

-4

AVERAGE MAXIMNUM DISTANCE FROII THY CCNTRACTCR'S HCUSE TO
THE I

_ "BEET F
Table 45
It was difficult to estimate the distance fron
the contractor families! house to the farthest field that
they were working. Many contract families lived very close

to all fields that they were working, while other families

[
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had to go a considerable Gistance. The average distance
from the house to the farthest field in mest districts

was a guarter to half a mile.

CCOUTRACT FAMITIES AS MIGRANTS

-3

a2bl 45

0]

As previously mentioned, most bf the contract
labor families are migrants. They seldom work more than
one season for any one farmer. The najority oI
families move from town or city to the couniry to work
beets, while many others rove from one section of the
country to another. The contract beet workers are truly
rmigrants. In spite of their migratory nature, the majority
of the contract beets-workers Tenorted a permenent address.
Meny livéd in the same cummunity where they were working
Peets while others returned each winter to Southern Colo—
rado, Texas, New Mexico or 01l& Mexico. Others returned
to Denver each winter.

A’large~ majority of the Russian-Germen Temi-
lies, espvecially, had permanent winter homes. As explain-
ed in Appendix E, the sugar companies are helping the

_Mexican contrect families +to have their vermanent winter
homes in the adobe colonies.

In establishing these colonies the sugar com=

nernles furnish a supervising foremen dnd the families for
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whom these houses are intended Co the work of making the
bricks from mud and straw end building the house. Land,
lumber end other necessary considerations sre taken care
of by the company, the Mexican families paying back to the

.

company a specified sum over a period of years until the

ct+

title is clear and the place truly belongs to the contract
family. Although this plan has been classified as un-
American, it appears to ke the.most feasable one under vres—

ent economic and social conditions.

FARMERS FOR WHOM THE COCNTRACT FAMILIES WERE WOBKING
Table 46
In many cases a contract family worked beets for
more than one grower. Considering 21l contract families,
and those on the Western Slope 2nd in the Northeastern
Districts, especially, an avéfage of two contract families

worked beets for three growers.

AVERAGE FIELDS WORKED PER CONTRACT FAMILY

A farmer growing beets will usuelly have the
fields divided into several fields.. These fields may Dbe
divided by a ditch, by another field or they may be on
entirely different farms. Consecuently nearly all contract
families worked several fields of beets. The average num—
her of fields worked by the contract families of all

¢istricts was three, while in no districts was the average
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less than two.

Due to the time required to thin a large acre-
age of beets, a farmer will usually plan his plaﬁ%ihg so
that his several fields will be ready for blocking and
thinning at sticcessive intervals. This 1s one objéct in
planﬁing several fields. Alsb the beet crop genérally
fits into the farmer's plan of crop rotation, thus necessi-

, . .

ferent sections o

H

-1y
-h

tating the utilizing of fields in di

his farnm.

DATE OF ARRIVATL AT THE BEET FIELD
Table 46

Contract families arrive at the farms where they
are to work beets at varyving times of the year. The
general practice is to arrive at the fields a few days
prior to the time that blocking and thinning is to cémmence.
The exact time can never be foretold, due to the varying
weather conditions.

A majority of the contract families move dur-
ing the spring, or a short time before beet work is to
commence which is usually in late May or early June.
”Oocasionally beet work begins the latter part of Avpril.

In the Northeastern District about one-fifth and on the

Western Slope about one-tenth of the contract families

arrive during the summer.
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In the Worthern District one-fifth and in the
Northeastern and Western Slope Uistricts, one-tenth of the
contract families reach the beet fields the previous win-
ter. ”Spring”, "summer" and "winter" are guite relative

terms but they show the general trend.

DATE OF RBEGIIIVG TEET-WORK
Table 46
Nearly one-third of the contract families com—

mence beet work during May and more than one-half during

[_J-

June. Host of the contract families starting beet-work
other than in° May or June were those working irregular or

"pbroken" contracis.

THE YEAR THE CQNTRAOT AIILI STARTED TO WORX IN THE
Table 4%

There was nearly twice as large a per cent of
contract families on the Western Slope as in any other
district, who started to work beet since 1920. The other
districts very slightly in this respect.

Approximately one-half of the contract femilies
in the Northerr, Northeastern and Arkansas Valley Districts,
worked beets first between 1910 and 1920. Nineteen of
every twenty Western Slope contract families flrst worked

beets since 1910.
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Many femilies in the Uortner", Northescstern and Arkanssas

Valley Districts worked their first &t contrect beets be-

=t

tween 1900 and 1910. Only in the Northern Tistrict had

any contract families, which were visited, worked beets

I_.J .

before 1900, .and that number was insignificant. Practi-
cally no immigrant contract families had worked beets be-

fore coming to America.

YEARS CONTRACT FAMILIES HAD WCRIED BEETS

 0losely connected with the year that the con-
tract familiés started to work beets is the number of
years that the contract families have worked beets. It
will be noted that the figures in tables 47 and 48 are

n the

e

very similar. Quite often a contrect faemily works
beets continuously for many yvears. Many families do not
work consecutive years.

On the Western Slope nearly one-half} in the
Arkansas Vagller nearly one-fourth; in the Northern Dist-

rict nearly one-fifth; and in the Northeastern District

-]

[

[¢))

0]

L]

¢}
|

slightly more than one—elﬁhtn of the contrect fami
ported comins to the beet fields for the first time in 1924,
About one-fifth of the families in the Northemm
District; one~-fourth of those in the NortneaQuerp Dist—
rict; one-sceventh of those in the ‘Arkanses Valley; and one-
tenth of t:cse on the Western Slope had worked heets from

two to five vears.
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Aanox1mauely one— f urtiz of the contrect fami-

lies in the Yorthern andé Yorthesstern Districts anéd one-
eighth of those in the Arksnsas Vellev and on the Western

Slope, had been working beets from eleven
Few femilies in any District had been woriiing
beets for more then fifteen vears.
Many contract families rer erkod th 211 they

had ever done was work beets 2nd thet thet was 211 they
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s who had been in the United States a2 great

n

German famili

many years and who had started to work beets immediately

H
®
o}
@]

upon their arrival frowm Europe. Nost of the child
these contract parents do not work beets after becoming

nd leeving nome. ileny go into farming for them—

o)

of age

a4

selves; others become general frrr "eborers; and -the nejord

of the others enter some urten occuveiion.

TA asgartgm
15 350 D

\,‘\ )

HOW THD BEZET LARCR
During the winter and eesrly spring rmonths re-

presentetive of the sugar comvenvy are sent into the DIos—

L

3

pective labor fields to "sinn up" beet +tenders. Tocoh Te—
presentative oxr labor egent carries contrects with hinm to
be signed Ly the workers. Menv of these contrsot s have
been previously signed bv the grower desiring the beet
Foim. The grower svecifies to the agent the number of

woriérs needed, the kind of workers desired--2a

da S8
to Tifteen vears.
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German, Mexican, etc., and the zpproximete number of 2
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of beets to be worked. 4An
company andé fermer to secure e¥perlencel help.
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rmuch their own boss znt the zdvantege of
of their children through the summer. When beet labor

families a2re recruited some distvence from where they 2

to work, the sugzar comnany generelly weys the transmort

tion of the entire femily and their household g£oods
the reilroad stetion nezarest where they are to work.
HMost of the imported labor =% the Dresen

time is secured from the larc

I~%

and frowm idexico. Meny Termers secure their beet work-

A

ers directly, in which case, the zrower either zoes %o
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the settlement where the beet

il

the beet worker zoes to the zrower. This is esneciell
true of the method used in securing Russlen- Termean

peet laborers. MNearly all of the teet laborers e

in by the sugar commaniles =re Zarxicen or of Hexicen de
cent. Prior to the restricition of Evurcpean iwmmigratio

puch of our beet-labor supy v ceme from Russis and oth

countries of Southern and Southesstern Europe.
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181 CONTRACTS, 1924

?

THE GROVFRS' AND WO
GRULT Wi sTHRYW SUGAR COMPANY

A contract to grow beets is entered into between
the grower and the Sugar company; anoiher contrect 1is crawn
up between grower and contractor. These contract:z are re-
produced in Appendices C and D. A dizest of the principal
features of both ithe company-grower contrzci and grower-

contractor contrect Tollows:

THE CCOLPATY-CROWEZR COWTRACT, 1924
GRUAT Wi TERW SUGAR CO-PAWY.

1. The seed is to be planted as uirected by the company
znd the land is to ve satisiactorily prepared.

. The grover agrees to see that the beels are cared for

RAv]

properly so as to return the best yields in tonna_ e and
sugar to the sugar company and to farvest wnen and as
directed by the company.

3. The price paid the grower for his beets shall be based
upon the yield in sugar content and uron ihe average net

price of sugar per 100 pounus for the year. High prices

A,
oF

for sugar mean high prices Tor beets.

>

The price paid zor beets shall not be less than $5.50

ton.

ltw]
D
4

THE GROWLR-CONTRACTOR CONTRACT, 19z4.
GREAT WLSTHERN SUGAR COMFANY

1. The exact acreage of beets to be worked 1s noit stated,
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as the fields are messured officially by the sugar comvany
field man at a later date.

2. Arrangement is mede for e definite bonus for beets

'~ yielding over 12 tons per acre.

‘3. One dollar' per acre is withheld by the grower from the
wages due the contrazctor until a satisfactory completion
of the contract.

L. Disputes arisiﬁg between the grower and the contractor
concerning the‘wording of the contrzct, the amount and
oharaéter of the work prerormed, compensation or claims
concerning the completion of the contract are agreed %o be
arbitrarily settled by the Azricultural Superintendent or
Field man of the sugar company.

5. The grower reserves @be rizht to cancel any part of
the contract which in his judgment will not pay to har-
vest; providing, that the contractor shall be fully re=
munerated for any and all work previously performed on

the crop.

6. The grower agress to furnish a habitekle house for the
laborer and his family, suitable water near at hand for
drinking and domestic purposes, supply & sultable stove
for the use of the contrect family if recuested to do so
by the Sugar Company representatives, and to trensvort the
laborer and his family together with baggage, to and from

the hearest railroad station at the beginning and comple-

tion of the contract.
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The contractor agrees to perform the work sccording

o~
.

o the instructions of the company and the Trover.

Proper cultivation,

work and consecuently ouickens the wrocsss. Jonstent
cultivation also
iving the grower

trector mach legs

Tended will inveris

less diligently cared for.

YEARS WCRKING BETTS ON "T=IS FLiRLM.

For most of the contract f--ilies

in the Arkensas Valley =ore then four-fifths; =nd on the

Western 3lope and in the Yorthestern DistTict more than

nine-tenths of the contrect families were working beets
on "this farm" for the Ffirst time. Xore then 20 mer cent

all contract families for whom Tecords were ¢ ecured

b

0
were working thelr first veor on "+hisg Ffeapnl,
Of the contrect fomilies studied in

vey, aporoxXimately one-tenth had worked two vears on "this
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farm' and onme-tenth more Than two years. A larger per
cent of contract families in the Arkansas Valley had work-
ed for the same farmer four or more vears than in any cther

district.

TRANSFPORTATI CN OW CCHTRACT FAMILIES, FIRST BEET SEASQOHN
The first beet season the majority of contract
famiiies in all districts, except the Wesﬁern Slope, fur-
nished their own transportation. In 1924, onlv in the
Arkansas Valley, did the majority of contract families fur-
nish their own transvortetion. Few cont*?ct families had
their transportation furnished by fermers the first vear
they worked beets while moré than one-third had their trans-
norbatwon furwlshed by fermers in 1924,
The majority of the contract families studied
on the Western Slope had their transpvortation furnished by
the sugar company, both the first wear that they worked
beets, and in 1924. 1In the Arkansas Vallev less than one—
fourth of the contract families had their transportation
furnished by the suger company in 1924, but one-half of
all contract families had their transvortation furnished
the first year that they worked heets. In the Forthern
and Northeastern Districts a comparatively small per cent
of contract families had their transporiation furnished
by the suzer comrany either the first year that they work-

ed beets or in 1924.
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TRANSPORTATION CF 9°7TRAJT FAUILIES
1924
Table -50

Transportation for many contract families was
paid by the sugar companies in 1924. The company pays
the transportation of beet Workers which they bring to the
fields from distent points.v Transportatiéh is allowed:
for the entire family and any household goods that the

\
family wishes to take. Most of the beet working families
brought in by the sugar companies are of Mexican des-
cent. The Russian-German population is guite stable,
generally remaining in the same community frbm vear to
year. As a means of reducing the number of contract
families brought to the beet fields each vear, the sugar
companies have established adobe colonies 2% many points
throughout the state. (See page 342; & Appendix E)

In many ceses the contract family furnished
its own transportstion. In still other csses the far-
mer furnished a team and wagon to move the goods of the
contract family from the winter to the summer howme. The

“

Tarmer might do the moving himself, supply a hired man for
the task, or merely lend the use of the team and we.gon
to the contrsct family

The farmer agrees to furnish transportation for

hls beet labor family, both persons and household goods,
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from the nearest reilrozd station to the farm and return.

WHERE CONTRACT FAMILIES CAVE FROM THE FIRST YPAR THEY WORK-
ED REETS

Teble 51
Nearly one-sizth of the contract labor families

-

came directly from Russia to the beet fields of Americs

oy

1v from M¥Mexico. Hore then

and nearly one-tenth came directls
one-third of the contract femilies lived in Jolorsdo

-

ne

»

]

t8

Q

prior to thelr first vear in the , 2nd a slightly
larger number came from othei stetes, vrincipal of wnich
were: Texas, Mew Mexico, Qklshome, Kensess, Nebraska,
Missouri, Illinois, Iowa =2nd Carolines. Nearly every
state in the union was renresented by one or more contract
families.

The Northern District was far ahead of any
other in the ﬁumbér of and ver cent of contract families
coming from Russia. The Wortheastern District followed
the Northern in the number and per cent of contract fami-
lies coming from Russia. In the other two districts few
contract families came from Russisa.

Nearly a third of the coniract families in the
Arkansas Valley came directly from Mexico, while less
than a tenth of those on the Western 8lope, scarcelwy
one-fifteenth of those in the “orthern District, and a

T

still smaller per c¢ent of those in the "orthess

ct
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!
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came directly from Mexico to the beet fiel:
Mexican femilies had been in the United States but a
very short while before coming to the beet fields.
Irrespective of the length of time they had been tnis
side of the léxican border, most Mexican families gave

the state where the labor agent hired them as their re—
sidence prior to that time.

There were no families on the Western Slope ox
in the Arkensas Vallev:-that came directly from some other
foreign country to work beets and few in either of tﬁe
other districts. |

the contract families on

I~y

More +than one-half o
the Western Slope, nearly one-half of those on the ¥orth-
eastern District and a2 1little less than one-fourth of
fhe families of both the Yorthern and Arkansas Valley
Districts lived in Colorado previous to their first beet

work.
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More than one~half the contrac
Arkansas Valley, more than one-third of those inm the

Northern and nearly one-third of those in the Northeasi-

b

ern and Western Slope Districts came from other states

n

the first year that they worked bheets.
The majority of the contrsct families in the
Arkansas Vallev and on the Western Slope were of iexican

fdescent. In the Northern and Northesstern Districts the
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majority of the comtract families studied were Russian~’
Germen, with a somewhat smaller per cent of Lexican. Through-
out the four districts studied there were comvaratively

few contract femilies that were not either Russian-Herman

or Mexicen in degscent. 8eldom was an Americen fenily found
{ “x

contrecting beets.
Practically no families had had experience in

working beets prior to coming to the United States.

WHERE THE CONTRAGT FANILIES CANE FRCH IW 102k
Teble 52
The majority of the contract families studied
were working beets near their permanent homes. Only on the
Western781ope was the majority of the contrect labor se-
cured outside of the comﬁunity. |
Few Arkansas Vélley contract femilies lived

~outside the community where they were working beets in

=
]...h
!

1924, One fifth of the NWorthern District contract fax

‘hths of the Western Slope contrsct fami-

<

lies and three-el
lies came ffom other points in Oolorado to worx beets in
1924.‘ Nearly seven-eighths of all contrect famiTiés studied
in Northeastern Colorado lived in this state in 1923.

Hany failies came from New Mexico and Texas -for
the 1924 bect season, especially in the Arkanscs Valléy
Torthern and Western Slope Districtis. Many of these fami-

lies were only a short time out of lMexico, but they much
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prefer, or even insist, that they be considered as coming
from some point this side the Hexican border. Few 1924
contract families came from points outside Colorado, Texeas

and Yew lexico.

PERMA?ELT.ADD;?S? OF QQHTRAGT F&QI?IES
Toble 53

A permanent address was considered as "the place
of residence for at least w0 vears prior to 192L." This
community ﬁas given as the permanent sddress of three-
fourths of the families of the Torthern District snd near-
1y one;fourth of the families of the Western Siove.

Many Northern and Yestern Slope contract families
had permenent homes "elsewhere™ in Colorado.

One-sixth of the famillies in the Horthern District;
one-fourth of the fémilies‘of the Arkenses Valley; and | |
more than twoefifthé of the contrect families of the Vest—
ern Slope reported a pérmsﬁentbaddress outside of Gblorado,
While one-fourth and'bne—sixth :espeotively of the con-
trect families of the Arkensss Vslley end Northern Districts

reported permanent homes outside of Uolorsdo.

TENURE OF HOME OF CONTRACT FAMILIES

Table b3

More than two-fifth of &2l1ll contract femilies own—

<y

ed. their winter homes; nearly one-third rented g house through






fAu
[
]

the winter; and the remaindin

[&3e]

one-fourth had the use of

a2 house given them each winter.

The per cent of contract families owning their
‘winter home was highest in the Northern and Northeastern
Digtricts; the per cent rentingAtheir wWinter homes wes
highest on the Western Slope and in the Toritheastern Dis-
trict; and the per cent receivinz free Winfer living ocuvart-
ers was highest in the Arkanses Vallev.

The Russisn-Germans show their thriftiness by

many of them owning a home. Few llexican Tfamilies own thelr

+5

-

homes, slthough the adobe colonies being established by
the sugar companies are doing a great deal towards help-
ing the.ﬁexican to own his own howe.

It will be noticed that in the¥erthern and
Northeastern Dig*ricts {where the Russian-German families
are most numerous), about one-half of the contract fami-
lies own homes. Less than one-third of the Arkenses Vol-
ley and scarcely oneéeighth‘of the Western Slovpe contract
families own their homes, (where the Mexican contract
population predominates).

More- than one-helf of the contrsct families
studied on the Western Slove rented thelr winter homes
and another third received the use of thelr hou uses free;
gbout one-fourth of the contract faﬁilies in the ArY¥ensas

Velley rented their homes and nesrly one-half received



no
o
AV

the use of théir houses free; two fifths of the contract famil-
ies in the'Northeastern District rented and nearly one-sixth
recelved their winter hoﬁes free; less than one-fourth of

the contract families of the Northern District rented their

winter homes and about the same number received the use of

&

22}

their houses free.

Many Russian-German settlements in the small towns
throughout the territory of this study comnsist of three tg
six room buildings’, generally Irame, well-constructed and nezt
aprearing in every respsct; The adobe colonies are described
in" Appendix E. (Also see picturés on pages 343 ind345).

| LAST ADDRESS OF CONTRACT FAMILIES
 Table 54 |

The last address given by most of the contract
families in the Norfhefn and Arksnsas Valley Districts
wes "this eommuﬁity". Three-eighths of the Western Slope
famiiies reportéd “%his community® as their last address.

The mejority of contract families in all districts report-
ed that they had lived in Colorado the year before. About
one=-fifth of the femilies came from points outside of
Colorado in 1924, principally nearby states.

The same number of contract families on the
Western Slqpe reported coming from "other points in Colorado®

as from "“this community.n
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NEXT ADTRTSS COF CONTRACT FAMILIES
Table 54
Three—-fourths of the contract families rTeply-
ing to the cuestion of'"Where do you expect to spend next
winter" saidathey expected to spend next winter in fithis
community". A comparatively small number of families in

all districts reported expecting to go to Yother pleces

outside of Colorado to spend the coming winter.

CONTRACT LABCR FAMILIES'! INCCIE FROM BEETS
Table 56

A study was made of the income of the contract
1abor-families from beets, from other summer work, and
from winterwork. First will be considered the income from
beets.

Excepnt 1n the Arkansas Valley, the customary
price per acre paid the contract fémilies for their labor
was $23200; in the Arkansas Valley the price ranged from
$19.00 - to $27.00 per acre. In some cases it was a little
less than $23.00 per acre; occasionally a little more.
More than 25,000 acres of beeits were worked by nearly 800
contract families, an average of 35.3% acres per family.

In the Northern, Northeastern and Arkansas Valley Districts
néa&ly %500 contract beet workers tended between seven

and eight acres; others much less than that. The workers
per family'ﬁere greater In the Northeestern District and

least in the Arkansas Valley.
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paid for beet labor in 19720 in these two districts renged

from #$30.00 to $35.00 per acre, and occasionally more than

of & beet fields leborer's family (in Colorado) amount to
in a season variee With tae ecreace wWorked and the number

of workers. With the seame number of workers, moreover, tie

<

acreage undertaken and conseguently the earnings vary

according to the proporuloﬁ o0f children and their ability.
The larzest grouvn of laborer's femilies worked from 30 to

L3 acres, and only half of those revnorting had an acreage

of less than 30. imong the 331 families in the oresent
gtudy that nad worked all the season and that rencorted

their earnings, Gthe

1
were between $300 and ! 1000 ————— . Three-—

tenths of the
laborers families earned less than #830,-—— one—eichth of

them earnins even less then $500.-——Ahout one-helf the
families earned #1000 or over. Over one-seventh received
hetween %1000 and $1200.-—— One-third earned from #1200
to #2000.---Ten femilies earned from #2200 to #2500."

An importent factor in the yearly income of
the contract families from beet worlk is the rate of pay
per acre. If the velue of beet work in 1924 bhe con-

gidered on the 1920 rate of vav, the contract

[..J-

1024 would have Tecelvea fully one-half more than was

~2tvelly thre case.  3everal



acre would net the family an income of better than $1800.
Occasionally, a family worked more then 80 acres. The
families in the Hortheastern Disgtrict averaged a far larger
acreage per family than did'the families of the other
districts; 8 large acreage contract was seldom found among
~the femilies of the Western Slope and the Arkenszgs Velley
and the beet acreages contracted on the Western Slope were
exceptionally swmall.

A similar study to the one conducted in Colo-
rado in'l924 Wasbm ade by the Fational Child Lebor Committee
in 1923 in the North Platte Volley of Nebreska. (15)

The rate of pay in the Horth Plétte Valley of
Nebraska in 1923 was $21.00 and $22.00 per acre. For
blOCkan and thinning, $%.00--8%.50 per acre; for hoeing,
$5.00-86.00 per acre; for pulling and topping, %%.00--
#9.50 per acre. These figures show that practicelly the
same nrice per acre was paid in the Vorth Platte Nebraska
District 1n 1223 as in most sections of Colorado in 192L,

The Nebraska study included 297 contract labor
families, with 1634 workers doing hand work on 15,030
acres, an average of 50.6 acres per family, and 9.2 acres
per worker. The earnings toteled (?1§'6?Q Q0 or an aver-

‘age of $1 062.00 per family and $19%3.16 per worker, excmsive

(15) Ohildren Working in “the Sugar Beet Fields of the Norhth
Plette Valley of Nebrasks, 1923, pages 4o--U5,



of any bonus they may have reteived. (Compare these
figures with those in table 56).

A study was made in the Northern and Korth-
eastern Districts to determine the beet earnings of the
contract children of the different age groups. These
figures are coﬁpared'witl those of the Worth Platte
Nebrasks study of 1923. (Table 55).

The value of tne earnings of children in the
Northern and Northeastern Uistricts was undoubtedly
very much higher than for the children of the Western
Slope and Arkansas Valley Uistricts. The acreage of
beetsﬁﬁorked by the children studied was approxomated
by the parents, and as most families had worked beets
for several years, the proportionate amount of work done
by their children was undoubtedly very nearly correct.

Although tﬁe beet acreage worked by the cnild-
ren is considerably less than that worked by adults, the
economic value of the work of the former is considerable.

N
When a contract family signs a contract to work beets
the work value of the children is generally considered.

Table 55 shows that\the contract children of
all age groups in the North Platte and Northeastern
Districts work a larger beet acreagé than the dhildren'
of the Northern District. We have also seen that the
contract children of all districts do a larger acreage

of beets than the children of the other economic Eroups.
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It should be noted that the income from beet
work done by the children from 10-15 years of age is nore
than twice that from the children 6-9 vears of age. The
income among contract children is nearly two and one-half
tiﬁes as mucﬁ for the older as for the younger group; for
both the owner and tenant grouvs, the older children earn
Ieés than twice as much as the younger calloLe“.

CONTRACT LABOR FAMILIEZ IIQ0ITT FROM CTHER SUITTER
WORK
Table 57

Alfhough most of the contract families' income
was from beets, nmeny families added materially to their
earnings by doing other work both in tne.summer and in the
winter. More than one-half the contract fathers had no
other summer work than tending beets. In the Northeastern
district more than three-fourths of the contract fathers
were without other sumner work while in the Arkansss Velley
scarcely ten per cent of the contract fathers did not have
other summer work. The income ver contract family for other
summner work in the &rkenses Valley was three to four times
“what it was in any other district.

In the Arksnsas Valley many contraect fathers
helped harvest the melon crop, worked in the hay, corn and
heans; on thé Western Slope most of the non—oeeu summer

work wes in fruit, hay, beans and general farm work; in the



Horthern and Wortheastern Districts work other than in
beets consisted of general Tarming, putting up hay, nar-
vesting grein and picking string beans and cucumbers.:
lany motrers and children helped in much of the
hand work, other thén in beetg, thus adding quite matler-

iglly to the family income.

Table 57
Most of the contract fathers of this stud
secured some employmenf the winter before. I.ore than one-
half of the fathers studied in the ¥ortheastern District
had not worked the winter before, as compared to but zbout
one-third of the contract fathers in the other districts.
The winter income per family ranged from about £125.00 to

- L

£200.00, being greatest for the Worthern District, follow-

)

ed by the Western Slope, Arkansas Valley and Northeastern
Districts, respectively.

In the Worthern and Northeastern Districts most
of the winter work is found in the sugar factories, feed-
ing cattle and sheep, general farming, mining and on the
railroad as section hands; in the Arkansas Valley much of
the winter work is in the sugar factories, feeding ca.tle
and sheep and as general farm hands; on the Western Slope
sheeping herding, stock feeding, general farming and sec=-.
tion work give employment to meny of the coniract fathers;

others work in the sugar factories or move to Denver.
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Many contract families from all districts of this

study epend their winters in Southern Colorado, the mines

»
£

Lo}

north of Denver, in the city of Denver itself or other ur-
ban centers, where the fathers and older boys secure em-

ployment. Although this scatement applies very largely
ES

to the liexican beet labor it includes many, Hussian-Ger-

man families.
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6.

THE COONTRACT FA¥YILY ——- STTT’”&QY.

o

Most contract families agree to perform all the pri

of

0
k...lo
UQ

cipal hand operations in commection with the rai
sugar beets. The majority of these agreements are

written.

tly

The size of the beet contract varied in the diffevrent
sections of the state, being largest in Northern and

Northeastern Coloralo and smallest on the Western Slope.

Most contract families worked several flelas of beets

and freguently worked for more than one farmer. The

average distance that a contrazct family hed to go to

9

the farthest field was aporoximately a quarter of a

mile.
A large majority of the contract femilies were migrants,
alt gh most of them revorted a permanent home. In

an effort to encourage ngicar families, esvecially,

to establish permenent homes in the sections where
beets are raised, the sugar comvanies have esteblished
adobe colonies. Russian-Germens have established
settlements of their own on %the outsikirts of most towns
in the beet~-raising districts.

Most contract families arrive at the beet fields during
the spring months a short time before they are to

begin beet work.

A large number of the Russian-German beet tenders had

worked many vears in the bests; most of the Mexican
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families had worked beets but z few vears; many but one.
Most contract families that had worked more than one
vear in the beets, hed worked successive years.

Most of the presené heet lebor is secured either by the

sugar companies sending reoresentatives into our south-

-

o
o]
H
Ul
(<l{
i

west stetes to recruit eveilable Fexican la

3
[N
o
I
[©)

‘

« A
f—‘
n
mn
[
O]
3

|

direct conmnection between the farmer a
German beet tender; or by the sugar comvany acting as
an intermediary between the grower and contractor. The
latter form is emploved entirelv with the first plan
and frecuently with the second.

4

Te made between hoth sugar

™

Definite muatual zgreements
companies énd grower and between grower and contractor

in drawing up their respective contracts.

The vearly turnover of contrect labor is tremendous, a

contract family seldom remaining more than one yvear on

a farm.

Many contract families did not furnish their own trans-—

an Tl

211

1-—v"
D

portation; this was more true in 1924 +th e first veer

they worked bests. A large nuwmber of contract families

first vear thev worked beets; still others were taken
from theilr homes to the farm where they were to work
beets, by the farmer or ziven the use of the fermer's

team and wagon. In all cases the farmer agrees to fur-
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e number of tne contract femiliesz 1in the Yorthern
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snd Horthesstern Digiricts originally came from Ruscia;
a considerable numosr cziie From keiico snd the Soutia-

west United States; a much smaller "uriper czme original-
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ly from owvaer siates; Nt 2 few jJemliiies nac
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the Arkanses Valley ¢ come originally from kexico, Souti-
ern Colorado, Texas, New Mexzico or Arizona.

The majority of the con’
ceme Lo the beet ilelds

lost of +the outhers came

zona. Some fami
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permanent nome in ouner
states; and some few reported kemico as thelr permanent

none .

Many Russian-German contract Tamilies ovaned cheir iomes.

¥ew lexican contrzct Iamilles owned Ctiielr nome:

conttract Families lived in rensed homes dauring vne
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estern Slone man
tract families ceme from, 2nd exvected to return Lo,
Denver 2nd other mointc in Colorado.

16. The majority of the verzly income of contract
is rTeceived from teets. Other su~or work adlds meter—-
ielly to the summer ‘agome of controct femilies 1in the

r

Arkansas Voller, end to a2 wuch less extsnt in the other

Aistricts. Winter work gives emnloy

siderable number of contrect fethers 2nd

Lo

sons, the amount of winter worl differins mat

the warious districts. Many contract femilies have no

L

other summer work; no Winter wor’, or no work at 211
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Pesldes beets to zive the family an income.

*i /‘\wT,‘eT 77 I "\"r
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The finencial Jloss

sugar companies, through a heevy vearly turnover of heet
help is enormous. The sugar comranies are malZzing decided
and apparently successful efforts to stabalize the heet
working femilies, especlally those of

Russian-German beet workers are gulte nermenet and stable.
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the sugar companies in their efforitsc elong this line.
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While much of the former beet help came from
Russila, that of todey comes largely from Mexico or from our
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hwest stetes. This change in pooulation
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tvpes has mede 2 new and vastlsT comnlicated community nro-
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blenm, as ve

German 1s naturally of a more settled nature then is the
Mexican. Coupled with this wroblem sre the two
one is comsidered white by the Americsn veonle wihile the
other is not; and the Russgian-Zerwen has
crented a nlace in the community life of the veonle anong

whom he has moved, while the Mexican is €%117 lesrzelw isolebo

" - A )

Intil this attitude towards the Ifexicsn by the Americen

people changes, and in i
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otherliness and helnfulneas, we will continue
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to have a Mexican prodblen in our beet-growinz districts.
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Little is being done, in most sections at least, to solve

ct

he problem. The lexicen is not vanted nor is he accenied

in our sociel cirzclez, our clubs, our schools or our churches.

Perheps he does not cere to be so eccented hut = more freind-—

ly attitude can and should bHe extended o him.

The lack of other work than in beets by the con-

1 the large families found
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acre beet contract does not give a yearly incom
t0 keep them according to accepted American standards of

physical and mental heslth. During the summer monthns little

During the winter months, nowever, it should not bé neces-

sary to spend the the time in idleness, if not 1in w;nt. Many
of these families receive aid from the county during the win-
ter. With the development of more small indus tries in the less
congested and more open districts these beet-working families

will undoubtedly be able to secure more winter employment.

cr

A plan.Successfully;operated by many municipalities, is tha

‘of postponing improvements until the time of year when work
is scarce. This 1is a mutual help to the employer and the em-
ployed. It aids the former by securing cheaper help énd

.

keeping employed and satisfied much of its working porulstion.

=

It aids the lat er by keeping nim employed and consequently

ot

more free fﬂom wor‘y and & feeling of discouragement as 1is

often uhe case when he must receive help from the city,

county or some charitable organization. He algo recelives a

steady family income which'is far better than an uncertain one.
The Mexican is frequently accused of being unable to

keep from imﬁediately spending nis money. This indictment of

‘his financial ability is undoubtedly l= rgely justified. A

_plan sug 5ested for remedying this fault of the #exican is to

have the sugar company under which he does his work to act as

" his representative in respect to pavment to him in small sums
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at stated intervals, +thie money that he has earned during
the summer months. Although this method is strictly

paternalistic it seems advisable in many instances.



SECTION V

AN ECONOKIC STUDY OF FARM FAMILIES
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AVERAGE SIZE O0F THE FARES AND ACRES CULTIVATED PER FARM
Table 59

There was 1little difference between the size of
Tarms held by the owner and the tenant families. The
farms were largest in the Hortheastern District, followed
in size by the farms in the Arkansas Valley, Norinern and
Western Slope Districts, respectively. The farms on the
Western 3lope were much smaller than the farms of the
other districts. A larger per cent of the farming land was
cultivated in the Northern than in any other disirict.
Scarcely one-hall of the farming land on the Western Slope
and in the Arkansas Valley was cultivated.

For all farms in all districts the tenant fami-
lies held more land and cultivated a larger per cent of

their land, than did the owner families.

WHAT CROPS VERE GROWX
Table &0
Table shows beets and hay (alfalfsa) to be the
two principal crops raised by Termers included in this
study. Nearly three-fourths of all growers raised either

beets or hay, or both. The average number of acres grown

]

per farmer was greatest for beets, followed by hay, grain,
corn, melons, potatoes, and beans, respectively. Near-
ly 40 per cent of the total farm acreage was in beets and

more than 30 per cent was in hay; or nearly three-fourths
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of the entire cultivated farm area of this study was devot-
ed to the growing of beets agnd hay. If grain be added, more
than four~fifths of this farm area was used to grow buil
three crops.

A study of Colorado Agricultural Statistiés (16)
reveals that 3.61 per cent of the cultivated area of the
state is devoted to the growing of beets, 12.67 per cent to
the gfowing of alfalfa, and 33.64 per cent to the grow-
ing of small grain crops. The large acreage devoted to
the growing of grain is largely explained by the fact that
both beets and alfalfa-arecrops which require irrigeation,
wnile grain is both an irrigeted and a non-irrigated crope.

In the principal beet-growing counties of the
state the beet, hay and grain acreage Tigures for this
study and those for the entire state more nearly coin-

=

cide. This is whown by the following table.

Table &1
FER CENT OF CULTIVATED AREA IN COLORADO DEVOTED TO THE
GROWING OF BEETS, HAY AND GRAIN IN THE DIFFERENT TERRITORIAL
: DIVISIONS

Crop State This Weld Morgan Larimer Oterb Delta
Study County County County County County

beets 3.61 37.7 14.25 15.66 20.01 18.75  9.57

hay 12.67 30.3 18.49 13.90  41.40 25.64 61.05
§

grain  33.64 12.7 27.66 20.9 24.57 10.90 14.47

(16) Colorado Year Book, 1925, page 81.



TABLE 42

PER CENT OF ACREAGE OF LEADING BBET RAISING COUNTIES OF
THE STATE UNDER CULTIVATION, AWD PER CBNT OF CULTIVATED
AREA THAT IS IRRIGATED (17)

Area Area Area Area

Culti- drri- Culti- Irri-

vated gated vated gated.
Weld B2.6 15.8 Korgan 50.8 11.1
Logan 57.6 5.0 Otero 57.3 14.7
Adams 45.3 12.9 Prowers 43.2 10.4
Sedgwick 72.9 8.3 Delta 38.7 47 .9
Bent 34.2 7.3 Larimer 41.3 18.4
Boulder 66.7 33.85 Crowley 48.2 10.4
Mesa 37.0 R2 .4 Montrose 51.9 20.7

Thirteen per cent of the farm area of the state
is irrigated. In 1919 there were 28,756 irrigated farms
in Colorado with a total of 3,348,385 acres, or an aver-
age of 113 acres per irrigated farm.

As previously mentioned, both beets and potatoes
are»major crops 1in the Nortneastern part of the state;
veets, mélons and corn in the Arkansas Valley ;and beets,
fruit, onlons and potatoes on the Western Slope. Hay -

is a major crop in all districts.

YEARS GROWING ZACH CROP
Table g0
For three districts in which farmers reported

{17) - Colorado Year Book, 1925, pages 85,106,107.
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the years that they had been growihg each crop, the hay
farmers led, followed by the corn, beet, and grain farm-
ers, respectively.

The per cent of farmers in this study who were
raising beets in 1924 was 73.4; for the state in that
vear 1t was 14.4. TXor several of the counties included in
this study the per cent of farmers riasing sugar-beets
in 1924 as reported by the 1924 Colorado Year book (18)
will be found in table 44 . ©Per cent of farmers of this
study who were mising sugar beets in 1924 was consider-
ably larger than statisticts show for the leading beet-
raising counties of the state. -

It is significant that the same number and per
cent of farmers in this study were raising beets as were

rgising hay.

THE HOST PROFITABLE CROP.

The farmers were asked what they considered their
most profitable crop.. More than one-half of the owner
and nearly three-fourths of the tenant farmers in the
Northern and Arkansas Valley Districtis stated that beets
was the most profitable crop that they raised. Five-
eighths of all growers interviewed in these two districts

declared beets to be their most profitable crop. Follow-

ing beets as the most profitable crop it was found that

(18) - Colorado Year Book, 1925, page 8l.
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other crops in their importance were hay, corn, cucumbers
and beans. Among other crops, than thnose named, that wefe
declared to be most profitable, should be mentioned grain
in the Northern District, melonsrin the Arkansas Valley,
and fruit and onions on the Western Slope. The number of
farmers growing a crop and the acres grown per farm is a
good index as to the crop considered profitable in that
district. It can be said that beets and hay are con-
sidered the most profitable crop grown by the majqrity of
farmers in all districts of this study. Potatoes in the
Northeastern and fruit, onions and potatoes on the Western
Slope would come in for a consideration as the most pro-
fitable crop by many Tarmers ih these two districis.

Several reasons stand out as causes for beets be-
ing so overwhelmingly given as the most profitable crop,
namely; all districts were selected because of their large
beet acreage; beets is a cash crop and every farmer is
desirous of growing at least one crop that can readily be
truned into cash; and lastly, beets is as sure a crop as
can be raised, due to the Sugar Company's guarantee of
a minimum price.

A great deal of hay is grown for feeding pur-
posed throughout the districts of this stu ¥, both cattle
and sheep feeding being major industries in Northern and

Northeastern Colorado and in the Arkansas Valley.
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Aithough it is unlikely that in any district beets
would fall below first place, the percentages as given
would undoubtedly be somewhat changed if the figures were
available for the two districts missing in table 63. The table
below shows the assessed value of irrigated aud non-

irrigated land in the counties of this study.

TABLE AU

AVERAGE VALUE OF IRRIGATED AWD DRY FARKING LAND,BY COUNTY,

1924.

{Assessors Reports)

(19) - Colorado Year Book, page 108.

County Irrigated Land Dry land
Weld $107.62 $11.08
Morgan 80.50 12.14
Larimer 120.00 22.00
Logan 76.00 17.53
Otero 118.42 15.43
Crowley 89.08 9.27
llesa 82.53 NWot given
Delta 78.20 22.97

'Montrose‘ 54 .47 16.20
Boulder 110.17 35.22
Prowers 77.96 6.88
State 79.56 15.68
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This table explains somewhnat the reason for
raising crops which require much labor and demanding in-
tensive cultivation, as beets, on the more expensive

irrigated land, labor being cheaper than the land itself,

YEARS THAT OWNER AND TENANT FPAMITIES HAD FARMED IN COLO-
RADO ON. THIS FARM :

Table 65

The average yéars farming by all grower families
showed little vedation in the different districts. fhe
average years on ""this farm" by all grower families
showed considerabie variatiéns, being highest in the Horth-
ern and lowest in the Northeastern Districts. HNumber of
years grower families on-the Western Slope and in the
Arkansas Valley had been on "this farm" was almoét half
Way between the figures for ﬁhe Northefn and Northeastern
Districts.

In all districts the owner families had farmed
a greater number of years than had the tenant. In all
districts the owner families had lived on "this farm®

more than twice as long as had the tenant famililes.

"CONTRACT FAMILIES THAT HAD BREEN OWNERS OR TENANTS
Table 66
Except on the Western Slope an insignificant num-

ber of contract families had owned farms. A much larger
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per cent of contrasct families had been tenants than had
been owners, being nearly one in’eightvamong the families
of the Northeastern Districts. In the Worthern District
the per cent of former tenants was quite nigh.
During and immediately following the war, many
contractors as well as growers, made money. The sugar
companies paid a hign price for beets and the farmers paid

™

ce for contract lavor. This

[N

a correspoundingly high »nr
offered a strong incentive to take the next siep on the
agricultural lsdder. Iiany tenants became owners and
many contraciors became tenants. When the depression of
1920 came these families were unable 10 maintain their
hold on the land that they were farming and dropred back
to their previous status, or tenure, of tenant or contract-
or. XYew contract families nad ever been farm wage
hands except for short periods of time.
YEARS CONTRACT PAMILIES HAD LIVED IN
COLORADO
Table sgg
Some contract families had lived all their

lives in Colorado, but the majority had come from other
states, Russila, Mexico or some other foreign country.
For all contract families, the average years in Colorado
was 7.2. The years that the contract families had lived
in Colorado was greatest for the Arkansas Valley, follow-

ed by the families on the Western Slope, and in the



Northern District, respectively.

YEARS CONTRACT FAMIT.IES HAD BEEN ON THIS FARK
Table 66

What might be termed the labor turnover among the
contract beet working families is enormous. As a general
rule a contract family worked beets but one year for any
one farmer. This condition appears to be equally general
among the different national groups. In some few cases
contract families stated that they had been a number of
years with the farmer whom they were working for in 1924.
There is apparently no single cause for the continual
shifting of contract labor families although the general
conditions of living quarters 1s undoubtedly one main
item. Many families endeavor to improve from year to year
on the kind of house in which they must spend the summer.
The statement is frequentl& made, and with considerable
justification, that the farmers which furniéh the best
quarters for their 5eet help secure the better beet work-
ing famiiies.and are better able to keep the same help
f;om'yéar to year.

One and one-half years ﬁas the average length of
time that the'contfact families remained on the same Tarm.
When we consider that it must have been at least one year,

the average was not wvery high. The average years that a
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contract family stayed on "this farm" did not vary widely
in the different districts except on the Western Slope
where one year was practically the average time that a con-

tfact Tamily worked for any one farmer.

MAJOR PART. OF LIVING, WHETHER BOUGHT OR RAISED.
Table 87 |

Approximately one-fourth of the owner, one-half
of the tenant, three-fourths of the wage and practically
all of the contract families bought the major part of
their living. Two thirds of all families bought the
major portion of their living. The cost of living was
necessarily greater for the contract than for the grow-
er groﬁps, 19 of evéry 20 contract fgmilies buying the
mgjor part of their living.

More families raised the majority Qf thier
living on the Western Slope and in the Arkansss Valley
than in the Northern and Northeastern Districts.

FANTILIES PAYING CASH OR CREDIT FOR THE MAJOR PART OF THE
LIVING THAT WAS BOUGHT.
Table 67

Nearly two-thirds of both owner and wage fami-
lies paid cash for the majority of the living which they
boughts one-half of the tenants and one-third of the con-
tract families paid cash for most of their purchased liv-

ing. Two-fifths of gll families studied paid cash for the
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majority of the things which they bought. kore families
boughc for credit in the Northern and Hortheastern Dis-
tricts than in the Arkansas Valley and on the Western
Slope.

In speaking of how the living wes secured Pro-
fessor Coen remarks, "Of course all tenures must buy a por-
tion of their food, but there is a great variation in the
amount bought. The owner (grower) with potato patch,
gérden, fruit, cows, chickens, and. pigs has a decidedly
different proposition from the (contract) migraﬁt who came
into the district --and who has‘no protato patch, no garden,
no cows, chickens, or pigs, who must buy everything for
his eating. Where everything has to be hought, there is
apt tb be less of these articles.

“Food supply 1s largely provided on a credit
basis. With the contract families a certéin part of the
‘work must be done before any pay is forthcoming. Dur-
ing that period the workers must eat. In many cases the
contract family is furnished -the supplies upon the cre-
dit of the owner or temant." (20)

Speaking of how these families secured their

living, liss Brown says, "only 16 per cent of the fami-

lies of this study raised the major part of their food.

(BO)Childrenuworking in the sugar beet fields of certain
sections of Northern Colorado, preliminary report, page 84

Words in parenthesis are those of the writer.)



come of the contract families had .saved enough money
so they were able to buy supplies for cash until they
received their first pay for beets.r Others not so
fortunate had to depend entirely on credit which in
some instances was guaranteed by the farmers for whomnm
they worked.

iCredit was used by many of the grower families.
The majority of them depended upon the one crop-beets
for their cash.™ Some had supplies charged at eiffer-
ent stores and ?aid the bills when tney gol theilr
money. Others had issued to them, by a éertain store,
checkes of credit for a given amount for which they gave
a lien on their "beet money" or their beet crop. Xach
time a purchase ﬁas made a éredit check to the value of
the goods was given the store in lieu of money." (21)

In reporting on conditions in the Arkansas Valiey,
Professors Abbot and iioutner remarks as regards the
ralsing and purchasing of foodstuffs, *“The diet of the
‘f&mily and the extent to whichn ﬁhey userarticles as
eggs, butter, milk, meat, and vegetables will depend to
some extent upon whether it raised these articles or has

to purchase them.

"It is sometimes argued that the beet worker
ekes outl his meager income by raising much of his own
(R1) Children working in the sugar-beets fields of

g
certain -sections of the South Platte Valley, Colorado
preliminary report, pages 97 and 98.
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food. - Just when he had time to do this is not clear when
his hours of work per day were considered. The transient
nature of his residence is élso an obstacle, since, as
has been pointed out, he fregquently moves to the beet

fields in the late spring, after the planting season. !
"In striking contrast among the two other groups,

67.9 per cent of the owner and 20.2 per cent of the rent-

o]

er families raised the major portion of their living.®

"In the purchase of'this food, a considerable'
number of the contract and wsge families had to deéend up=-
on credit for the larger part, 55.5 per cent doing so.
This is due to the fact that they are pzid only at cer-
tain times during the summer, and must depend %o a con-
siderable degree on the merchants to extend them credit
in the interval. This may be done by taking a lien on
their wages, or by having the Sugar Companies guarantee

the accounts." (22)

OWNERSHIP QF LIVESTOCK
Table 68
1. Cows. Approximately all of the grower, one-half of
the wage and one-fourth of the contract families owned
milch cows. The average cows per family owvning ranged
fram 4 for both ownér and tenant to 1.2 for contract.
(22) Child labor in agriculture and farm life in the

Arkansas Valley of Colorado, preliminary report, pages
161-2.
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" The average for all families in the study ranged from
nearly 4 for each grower to only 1/3 for each contract and
nearly one for each wage Tamily.

2. Chickens. Nearly 21l the grower, more than one-halfl

of the contract and nearly three—fourths of the ﬁage fami-
lies had chickens. The average number of chickens per
family having chickens was nearly three times as great

for the grower as for the contract and wage families. For

exr

ot

all families in the study, the number of chickens I
family remains about the same Tor thg grower, but is con=
siderebly less for the wage families.
3. Swine. DNearly four-fifths of the owner and tenant,
one-fourth of the wage and one-sevénth of the contract
families owned vigs. The owner and tenant families which
owned pigs averéged between four and five times as many
per family as did contiract and wage families. The owner
and tenant families averaged many times more »igs per
family than did the wage and contract families.

Considering all families studied, three-fifths own-
ed cows, an average of 2 cows per family; three-fourths
of 8ll families owned chickens, an average of 62 chick-
ens per family; nearly one—half of the families owned
pigs; an average of 4 pigs'per family.

The use of milk, eggs and meat In the diet of

these families 1s discussed on pages £78%o 281 of Section
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VII. The extert to which any of the above articles of
diet were used was largely dependent upon the degree of
ovmership. The grower familles had more cows, calck-

ens and wigs, and as o Girect consecguence used more milik,
egegs and meat, than d4id the famili of the other econom-
ic groups. 4 great deal of the winter supply of meat
throughout the region oi this study is secured by the
families butchering and curing their own perik. nuch of
this meat lasts over the sumaer months. 7YThe lacx of meat

in the aicet of the contract femilies was largely due to

only one-eighnth of these familiies raising thelr own nogs.
Meat might well be considered a luxury for tnese beet-

working families, ﬁiih their large numbers and small
yearly incomes.

If some arrangement could be made whereby more of
these coniract families were induced to raise chickens
and pigs and keep a milk cow, the cost of living could be

materially reduced; in addition their standard of living

would be materially raized.

TV OTOTLCY
ILIizEs

FORMER UENURE OF OWNER IFal

(Northern, lortheastern and Western Slope Districts)
Table 69
1q ~n * S oo o 2 T E T s
Three-fifths of the owner families had been ten-
ants, end for an average of more than eight years. The

per cent of present owners which had formerly been rent-



i - o S e -

"9 Le12 09 AR oz 9% 2re 609 29T  9le Te307,

€9 0" 1% 9y ¢ G O/ 9 G g Lo eG 6L LKt adoTg

ULeqs89f

09 89 ¢ 0°4 2 g2 1y Lzl 2L T UI24880

~U 3L

2 "9 6'2T 1T 9°¢ gt Lz gl oly LS Gp LEELERLS:
ERECEYS 1u90  Ieq SIGOA 1Uo0 I00 SIeok 1uoo Loq  Burt
__*osay Iod  —umy *o¥Aay  xed  -wmu  83ay  Jod  -unu  -I8m
spuey ousg) 91090819000 BEECEEN —-guR
g9TT

1U0eq FUTARY SOTTIWRJ —Tuweq 10TI38T(0

pEHANEL YAIHLOy

HOVE NI INZJS SUVIR 40 HADINN TOVHEAY HHI OSTYV Ha6T NI HDNIXHOM #uMy AWHL HOIHM HI
LYHL NVHL H3HLO SHJUIL /dvd NI dEDVONT ONIAVH SETIINYS EZNAM0 A0 INHD ¥WHS Oy dEgnag

65 EIAVL



0o
>
Ne}

ers was highest in the Hortheastern and lowest 1n the
western Slope Disiricts. For all three districts, more
than one-hzlf of the present farm owners had been Iarm
tenants.

Fewr present owner femilies on the Wesiern Slope
had been contractors, while nearly one-third of the own-
ers in the Morthern and more than one-half of the owmers

in the Wortheastern District, had formerly been conitract-

ors. (A great many of the farm owners in the Horthern and

Wortheastern Disgstricts, especially the latiter, were

Tussian-Germans, born in Hussia, while on vhe estern
Slope a majority of the owvner TFamilies were American.)
The average lenguvh oI tims spent as a tenant nad been six
Tears.

Bxcept on the VWestern Slope, few owner families
had formerly been 'wage nands. Jor tihose owner ramilies
which had been wage hands, the average length oif time

rs for

spent 1in that tenure was beiween six and seven ysa

21l districts.

PORLER TENWURD OF TENANT FAMILIES
(NWorthern, Northeastern and Western Slope Districts)
Table 70
One-third of the present tenant families had for-

merly owned Tarms. In no district did former owners ex-

ceed 45 per cent of all present tenant ifamilies. The
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per cent of present tenant families that had formerly been
owners was nighest on the Western Slope, followed by the
Northern and Wortheastern Districts, respectively. The
average years that the present tenants had been owners was
‘greatest on the VWestern Slope, being nearly ten yéars for
each former owner, and lowest in the Northeastern District
where the average years spent as owners had been only five.

'Three-fourths of the present tenénts in the Korth-
eastern and more than one-nalf of those in the Northern
District, had formerly been contractors. In both of the
above districts, five and one-half years had been spent as
contractors. Only one-seventh of the present tenants on
the Western Slope had formerly been contractors, for an
average oif more than seven years =ach.

Less than one-tenth of the present tenanis in the
Northeastern District as compared to more than one-fourth
of those in the Northern and more than one-third of thosé‘
on.the Western Slope, had formerly been wage hands. The
time spent in this tenure was greater ror the latter and
least for the former, district, the time being more than
twice as great ior the latter as for the former.
COMPARISON OF PRESENT OWNER AND TENANT FAMILIES HAVING EN-

GAGED IN FORMER FARM
, TENURES
{Summary of tables 69 and 970 )
In all districts, more present owners had been

tenants, than of present tenants that had been owners.
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One-third of the present tenants had been ovmers. 1he
step up from tenant to owner was most noticeable in the
Wortheastern and liorthern Districts, while the step down
from ovmer to tenant was mosi noticeable on the ¥Western
Slope and in the Lorthern wistricts. The tenants had
spent fewer years as owner than the owners had snent as
tenants.

A far larger ver cent of tensnt than owner fomi-

lies in all districtes nad been contractors, and for a
slightly longer period of time. A much larger per cent

oth owners and tenants had been contractor in the

Hhy

0

ortheastern and Northern Districts than on the Western

Siope.
A considerably larger per cent of tenant than of
ovner families in all districts had been wage hands -

=5 2L

cept on the Western slope, the owner families that had
been wage hands averaged a longer time in that venure
than tad the tenant families.

i ARS GROWER FALT :1LS HAD BEDN -ALNIN;, AND
A3 GROVERS, CONTRACTCORS AWD VAGE

Table 72

The grower Tamilies,both owners and tenantg,

hed been farming an average of nearly eighteen years each.

The number of years farming was greatest for the fami-
lies on the Western Slope, followed by the Northern and

Northeastern Districts, respectively.
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o~y P TS T [l N r e ea o vt
che grower Tamilies hed oveen Terming weg as growers,

eitiner owners 0Or LEenanis. he per cent of years fariing
as ¢roviers wes similiar Tor all districts. Zicert om the

Vestern Slope, a much larger per cent of grower Tamilies

nad been contraciors than ned been wage hands.

Tne average years spent as contracior and i:zge nan
wvas nezrly the sesme for all digiricus exzcent the Forth-
eastern, where a conslderapbry longer time ned been spent

land operated by tenants in Cclorado in different
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TABLE 71
PER CENT OF FARMS AND FARM-LAND OPERATED BY TENANTS IN
COLORADO IN 1918,1921 and 1924.  (23)
County Per cent of farm Per cent of farms
land operated by operated by ten-
tenants in: - ants in:

1919 1921,‘w” 1924 1918 1921 1924
Larimer 28.7 28.5 37.8 40.6 57.8 41 .2
Boulder 37.6 40.3 39.7 37.9 35.0 34.3
Weld 34.6 °  30.3  41.5 36.3  36.7  46.5
lorgan 27.3 | 32.8 3647 28.0 37.3 46.3
Logan 36.2 39.7 bl.2 29.0 43.2 5.1
Sedgwick 39.9 47.6 41.9 42.4 53.4 48.7
Adams 25.0 29.8 32.0 29.7 28.1 31.5
Otero 46.0 29.0 21.5 48.9 40.2 41.1
Crowley 28.7 16.0 35.8 33.D0 24.7 45.0
‘Prowers 23.3 31.0 29.9 2L1.0 27.4
Bent 20.9 28.2 26.5 21.6 32.5 34.4
Delta 29.4 27.1 27.9 32.3 21.0 23.8
Mesa 18.3 12.4 21.4 2b.6 15.0 21.0
Montrose 29.3 28.0 S4.7 28.7 27.8 33.4
State 2l.4 24.3 25.8 24.9 20.9 R7.4

(23) Colorado Yearbook, 1919, page 173; 1920, page 176;
1922, page 85; 1925 page 86. Per cent of farm land not
available for 1918. ‘ ~



Nearly two—fifths of the tenant families of this study had
advanced to the’ status of owner and fallen back again to
that of renter. If this is a true picture of the general
agricultural situation in Colorado it presents a serious as-
pect of our present agricultural economic condition. ManyA
thoughtful speakers are voicing the warning that we are be-
coming a nation of tenants. Some of the evils of tenancy
are declared to be: (1) less activity in the interests of
the community due to a more unstable farm tenure wiich re-

L]

sults in a smaller degree of participation in religious, ed-

[

ucational and political activities; (£) there often devel-

(2]
S
[a)
s}
0]
3
D
|_J
4]
ct
bl
@

opes a feeling of economic discouragement; (
ever increasing ﬁendency for the land to pass into the hands
of a few wealthy land owners; (4) a'greater depletion ofithe
productive elements of the soil often results from farm ten-
ancy; (%) children of tenant faﬁilies are often deprived of
advantages in education and sociai life enjoved by owner
children.

Another aspect of this situation is that of the
possibility of many of the present owners becoming tenants.
Due - to many farmers buying land during the high war prices
they were unable to pay for or keep all of the land already
heldehen the depression of 1920 greatly reduced the value
of both the land and the products produced from the land.
Nevertheless it appears very likely that many more owners

will continue to release their hold upon the more advanced
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rung of the ladder and drop to the one below. The sit-
ugtion is more or less of a serious one. The percentage
of tenants in the United States has increzssed during the
past forty years from 25.6 to 38.1. 1In England 88.9 per
cent of the farm operators are tnants; in France 26.1 per
cent, and in Germany 25.4 per cent (24) Table 71 shows ten-
ancy to be greatly upon the increasé in Colorado, reaching
27.4 per cent of the farms of the state in 1924.
Approximatelj one-haglf of the families of this o
study were growers, more than one-half of whom Wwere ten-
ants in 1924 between forty and fifty ver cent of the Tarms
in korgan, Crowley, Otero and Larimer Counties were opera-
ted by tenants; in lMontrose county nearly 35 per cent;
in Delta county, nearly 25 per cent; and in.Logan County
liore than 50 per cent of the farms were operated by ten-

ants in 1924. (25)

A STUDY OF FARWM EXFPERIENCE

A further study of the farm experience (Agricultural
ladder) of both the owner and renter ifamilies of this sur-
vey Waé made, seeking to find out, if possible, the num-
ber of familiesApaSSing through each set of farm tenures.
Although this phase of. the study deals only with the North-
ern and Western Slope Districts it is likely representative
of the situation over the state.
(R4) Agricultural Year Book, United Staies Department of

Agricultural, Famm Ownership and Tenancy, page 508.
(25) Colorado Yearbook, 1925, pazge 86.



FARM EXPERIEHCE OF OWHER FAMILIES
Table 73

Of the owner families (table 73 ) nearly two-
fifths had always been owners and for an>average of near-
ly eighteen(years. Six owner families had experienced
all four farm tenures, namely, as a wage hand, as beet
contractor, a tenant and an owner. Thelr average farm
experience had extended over a period of more than
twenty-five years.

The largest per cent of owner families which had
engaged in any one of the tenure groups wgs that of own-
er and tenant, comprising more than one-third of all own-
er families, and havihg a farm experience of more than
twenty-five years. The greatest number of years of farm
experience was that of the four-tenure group, {ollowed
by owner, tenant and contract; owner and contract; and
owner and tenant groups, Trespectively. 1In all cases the
length of time as owner exceeded the time spent in any
other tenure.. The next longest time was spent as ten-
ant wherever that tenure 1is included.

In the owner, tenant, contract and wage group,

a longer'time was spent as g wage hand than as a con-

tractor.
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FARM?EK‘ERIELCE 0F TENANT FAMILIES
Table 74

In most cases the situation among the tenant
farmers was not radically different from that of tﬁé
owner. NMore ﬁhan 6ne—fifth of the tenant farmers had al-
ways been tenants and but 2.2 per cent had passed through
all four farm tenures.

The degree of farm tenancy appeared to be con;
siderably less in the Western Slope District than in any
of the other distriects of this study. More owner than ten-
ant families were studied on the Western Slope while more
tenant than owner families were studlied in the other dis-
tricts. As the farms of tols study were chosen on the
basis of child workers throughout g definite area the re-
sults must be considered as qﬁite representative of the
beet-growing districts of the state. |

Of present tenants there were two tenure groups
that had farmed for a longer period than had any owner teﬁ—
ure group, namély, the tenant and ovmer group, averagiﬂg‘
nearly twenty-eight years; and the tenant, owner, contiact
and wage group, averaging twenty-nine years. Note that béth
of these groups had previously been farm owners. The average
number of years that all tenant families nad farmed was

slightly less than that for all owner familiés.
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Considerably more owner families had gone through
the wage than the contract stage, while with the tenants

the situatlon was reversed.

FARM EXPERIENCE OF GROWER FAMILIES
Tables 75 and 76

Tables 756 and 76 give the farm experience of the
455 growers included in tkis portion of the study.

In table 76 is found the number and per cent of
farmers of either and both tenures vhich had engaged in
the Qifferent farm operations and the total and average
yearé.in each. The greatest number of years spent in any
tenure group for all growers was that of owner , tenant,
contract and wage, followed by'owner; tenant and wage;
owner and contfact and owner and tenant; respectively.

Many interesting hypotheses and deductions could
readily.be made from these figures on the period of Tarm
tenure. Suffice it to conclude with the following re-
marks:

1. A great many tenants had formerly been owners.

©. TFarm tenancy in Colorado has reached large proportions
for a comparatively young state and is apparently on
the increase.

3. Many farmers have used both the wage and con ract

teps in becoming tenants and owners. Kost of the

wners had first been tenants.
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Four to ten years_ﬁas usual.y required to advance
from one tenure to the next3 the length of time iq-
creaéing from wage to contract, from thence to ten-
ant, and finaily to hat of owner. o

BCONOMIC HISTORY OF THE FARM FAMILY -—~SUEMARY.
Throughout the regioné of this study beets and hay
were grown Dby more farmers than any'other crop. There

rueit and melons wnich

Hy

were other crops, such as grain,

J

ularity, or even

ranked close to beets and nay in 1oz
exceeded hay, but which were not grown uniformly in
all districts.

itabple

[
=y

Beets was generally consildered the most pro

.crop. Hay and grain, onion, melons, fruit and a Tew

other croys were considred the most profitable crops
raised by & few farmers, depending upon the discrict.

A larger acreage wos planted to hay than to beets; the

4]

acreage of the two together comprised over one-half of
the crop acreage of this study.

Cwner families averaged more years in Colorado and more

years on this farm than did cenant families. Both grow

er groups excieded the contract families in length of

time in Colorado and on this iarm.

A mgjority of the grower but comparatively few of the

contrect families, raiscd the majority of their living.

liost families of all tenures purchased on credit.
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A majority of the owner and tenant but a much smaller
nuoraber of contfaot fomilies owned cows and swine.

Grower families averaged many times more cows and swine
than did contract families. DNearly all femilies of all
tenures owned chickens, but the grower families averaged
many times more chickens than did the contract families.
Hany owner families hazd previously passed through one,
two or even three tenures leading up to ownershin.

lany tenant families had previously engaged in ohe or
two other tenures leading up to.tenancy. eny pre-

sent tenant familiies had Dbeen owners,r

Comparatively few contract families had ever been own-
ers br tenants, expecially the former.

A larger per cent.of owner than tenant families had

been wage hands. & smaller per cent of owner than
tenant families had been contractors .

Farm tenancy in Colorado, and especially throughout

the regions of this study, is apparently increasing.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Living expenses on farms in Colorado could be

materially lessened, especiaglly among contract families,

by railsing more pigs and chickens, and by having a family

garden and orchard with a greater assortment of eatables.

Especially in Northern and Northeastern Colorado

agriculture is not sufficiently diversified. A varied



)
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agricultural program would act zs a surer balance for
farm gains and losses. Other intensive crops besides
beets and potatoes are gradually meeting with favor among
the farmers of this region. Principal of these other
crops are: corn, cucumbers, beans, and peas, Iore land
is also being devoted to the growing of fruit.
Farm tenancy is beginning to reach large propor-
tions in some sections of the state. Although all per-
sons do not agree that Tarm tenancy is an unalloyed evil,
the writer is comnvinced that a further degree of tenancy
will prove detrimental to the best interests of the state
and the respective communities where it exists. A freer :
policy of government long~term loans to farmers will en- '
able many to get back>on their feet following a financial
depressionand thus maintain ownership of their farms. This
would also ald others in rising to the status of farm own-

ers. Business failures are seldom, if ever, desirable.
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SECTION VI
THE CHILDRENS' YWELFARBE--SIZE OF

FAMILY--PARERTAGE--SOCIAL ACTIVITIES



A STUDY OF THE FAMILY
A total of 1606 familiesnwege studied in this sur-
vey, groﬁped by tenure as follows: owner, 357; tenant,
435; contract, 779; wage 35. In the report of conditions
in the Arkansas Valley 15 wage families are included with
the confract, except wnere the contex clearly indicates

otherwise.

SIZE OF THE FAMILY
Tables 77, 78, 79 and 80

An average of seven children were born to each
family of this study. The average births per family a-
mong the different economic groups was greatest for the
contract, followed by the tenant, owner and wage families,
respectively. The total average maximum size of the
household was necessarily in the same order as the num-
ber of children born, the parents only being added. TFor
all groups the maximum size of the household was exacfly
nine members.

A récent investigation of the Immigration Com-
mission, established by Cbngress, covering the state of
‘Rhode Island, the cities of Cleveland and Minneapolis,
‘and parts of rural Qhio and rural liinnesota, found that
the highegt birth rate among any group was that of the

Poles of the first generation in rural Kinnesota, where
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the births per marriagg>reached an average of 6.9. (26)
This was less than for the families of this study as a
whole and considerbly less than the average births per
family of the contract and tenant families of this study.
The average size of families in the United States
as revorted by the 1920 Federal Census was 4.5 members;
for Colorado 1t was 4.2 mempbers. Both of the figures are
below these for this study. The United States and Colo-
rado figures are very likely based upon the persons in
the'present household and not upon the children born pef
family. Nevertheless if the figures for the state and
nation are compared with the figures of this study as
found in table 78 which deals only with the present size
of the hoﬁsehold, it is readily observed that the fami-
lies of this study, expecially in the contract and ten-
ant groups are considerably larger than the families through-

out the state and nation.

CHILDREN WHO HAD DIED
Death had taken an average toll of ome child or
more 1in each contract and tenant home and nearly one child
in each owner home. Death had been a less frequent vigit-
or to the wage homes. Many homes had lost many members

by death, especially among the contract families. 1In

26 - Mongold, George B., Problems in Child Welfare, page 26.
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many homes there had been no deaths.

BROKEN HOMES
lany homes were without a mother or a father. In
all tenures except Wage,bthere were more homes Withogt
mothers than Without fathers. Nearly one in seven oi the

contract homes were broken by the absence of a parent In

most cases the absence was due to death. Very little
divorce or separation was found among the families of this

study.
Next to the contract, the highest per cent of bro-

ken homes was among the owner familles, followed by the
tenant and wage families, respectively. The broken homes

among all families of this study was nearly one in ten.

SIZE OF THE PRESENT HOUSEHOLD
The total average size of the present household

was nearly seven, the number being greatest for the ten-
ant families and least for the wage families. The cbn—
tract families avefaged seven members each and the owner
Temilies more than six. Persons away from homes averaged
less than one for all tenures, being greatest for the
owner, tenant, contract and wage families, respectivaly.
Persons away from home averaged far.less for wage than for
any other tenure group. There was Little difference be-
tween owner and ténant families in respect to the number

of persons away from home.
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From the foregoing results we find the gverage
living members per family more than seven, being highest
for tenants, owner, contract and wage families, respective-
ly. -

CHILDREN IN THE PRESENT HQUSEHOLD
There was an avérage of nearly four children un-
der sixteen years of age 1in each home, the number being
greatest for the wage a%d least for the owner families.
Both the tenant and contract families averaged slightly
more than four persons per houéeholdAunder sixteen years
of age. Ténant Tamilies averaged the highest number of
young poeple per family, followed by owner, contract and

wage families, respectively. There was an average for all

families of nearly one young person each.

ADULTS OTHER THAN PARENTS IN THE PRESENT HOUSEHOLD
Table 80

Adults other than parents in the home was nearly
the same for all tenures, averaging greatest for the ten-
ant and least for the wage families. Other adults than
parents in the household usually consisted of grandparents,
uncles and aunts. Occasionally non-family membér adults
were enumerated, generally the hired help, but occasional-

ly friends in the present households.
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ALL WOH-ADULTS
Table &0
All non-sdults in the household averaged nearly
same for the owner, tenant and contract families, but

considerably less for the wage Tfamilies. Lhe average

non-parents per household for all families was Tive.

The foregoing remarks lead to the following con-

clusions:

1.

(&)}

The birth rate among the families of this study was
exceedingly high in comparison with meny other studies
that have been made.

The birth rate was heaviest among the contract Tami-
lies, followed by the tenant, owvner and wage families,
repectively.

The average number of children which had died was
largest for the contract families, Tollowed by the ten-
ant, owner and wege families, respectively.

The size oi the present nousehold was greatest ifor the
tenant families, followed by the contract, owner and
wage families, respectively.

The average number of living nembers per family follow-
ed the same order as the size of the present household.
The average number of persoms per family away from

home was greatest for the owner families, followed by

the tenant, contract and wage families, respectively.
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7. The aversge number of cnilaren per family uncer six-
teen years of age was greatest for the wage femilies,
followed by the contract, tenant, and ovwner fgmilies,
respectively. (Thelfigures are the same for the con-
tract and tenant families)

8. The tenant families averaged the largest number ofA
young people, followed by the owner, contract and wage
families, respectively.

9. The largest average number ofnon-varent adults was
among the tenant Tamilies, followed by the contract,
owner and wage families, respectivély.

10. A far greater per cent of broken homes was found a-
mong the contract families than among the other economic
groups; next in order were owner, tenant and wage fami-

lies, respectively.

WHERE THE PAREWNTS WERE BORW
Table 81

Two-thirds of the owier, one-half of the tenant,
one-third of the contract and seven-eighths of the wage
parents were born in the United States. liost of the re-
magining owner and tenant families were born in dussia,
while three-eights of the contract parents were born in
Russia and more than one-fourti were born in Hexico.; Fox
the entire siudy nearly one-half o all parents were born

in the United States, more than one-third were born in
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Russiz and nearly one-seventh were born in Mexico.
Seven~eighths of the parents of this study being born in

£t

]
V]

@]

kiexico were contract; three-eighths 12 parents born

3,
¥

in Russias were contract, another third were tenants and one-

fourth were ovwners.

NATIOKALITY OF THE PARENTS

X}

~

The difference between the nationality and the
nativity of the parents of this study wes due to the foll-
£

owing .facts: 1. The Russian-German families came from

Russia but consider themselves German and insist ugon being

AV)

so designated. The group of peoprle in this study
classed as "Mexicans® were not all born in Mexico but due

per-

o)

to the extreme difficulty of distinguisﬁing between
son of Spanish or Mexican des&ent born either Worth or
South of the Rio Grande, the two groups for this study
have been combined. A discussion of these two predomina~
ting racial groups has been given by Miss Brown in her
preliminary report of conditions in Northeastern Colorado.
The writer feels unable to improve upon kiss Brown's re-
marks so will use them verbatim.

sAmong the families (of this study) two racial
groups predominated. They were the Russien-Germans or
"Russians®, as they are commonly celled, are descendants
of German colonists who, during the eighteenth century,

migrated in large numbers to Russia, and established



colonies retaining their German languazge and customns.
About 1871, dissgivisfled with conditions in Hussia, thel
began to migrate to South Americe, Aiustraliisz, Csnads and

the United States. In the Un ted States they contribute

a large number of hand workers in the beet-filelds.

—

"Spanish speaking people constitute the othe:
group. taney are persons of Spanish descent born in tae
United States, commonly known as Swanisn-imericans, and
those born in 0ld lexico, known as kexicans. They are
here combined; Ifirst, because ordinarily littls distinc-
tion was made between tiher, a2ll being loosely spoken of
as ‘lexicans® ;and second, there was little difference in
the way they lived and worked."™ (27)

kicLean and Thompson in their bulletin make the
following remarkes concerning the kexicans and sSpanish
Americans in Soutnhwestern Colorado. "The earliest Ameri-
cans of wmuropean blood (in Colorado) were the Svanish-

Americans living principally in the country bordering upon

New liexico. <These people have been in Colorado for Tifty
or sixty years; in fact they were there before the Anglo-
Americans appeared, and so really were the first: settlers

Ihey are descendants ol immigrants From New kiexico, wio,
though they passed through all lexico on their way from
- Children working in the sugar beet tields of cer-

in sections of the South Plaiie Valley, Colorado prelimin-
ary report, page 46. )
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Spain, did not dwell there for any considerable length
of time, and so supposedly kept their blood free from any
Indian tinge.

The Mexicans are those who were born soutid of the
Rio Grande in the Repuilic of Eexico, and who have emigrated
to the United States, usually witnin the last five or ten

YEArS.wm=——- In many cases their skin is slightly darker

oot

O

than that of the Spanish-American.® (28)

-

Professors Abbott and Moutner treat the subject
of Mexican and Spanish-American as follows: "By Mexican,

Bal

of course, is meant those born in ¥exico. In view of the
fact that the Syanish—émericans ha = retalined their lan-
guage, customs, traditlions, modes and standards of living,
and resemble in physical appearance the Kexicans, ordinar-
1ly in the mind of the typical dmerican no distinction is
made between these two groups. The similarity extends to
their economic status and the use of their children in

the hand work in beets. xor these reasons thev are here
treated as one group-." (<9)

Lore than one;fourth of the parents gave their
ngtionality as American, more than one-third as Germen,
more than one-fourth as Mexican {or Spanish) and less than
one-fourteenth as "other nationalities™. This last group
consisted of a feWﬂAustrians, Slavs, Sﬁedes, Danes, Nor-

(28) Spanish and Mexican in Colorado, Introduction, page 8.

f29) Children in Agriculture and farm life in the Arksnsas
Valley of Colorado, preliminary report, page
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wegians, Znglish, Italians, Japenese and an insignificent
number of people of other nationaglities.
The Russisn-Germans, native dmericans and iexi-

cans were the predominating racizl groups in the Horthern

and Northeastern Pistricts wnile the ﬁexiqaﬂ and Ameri-

iominated in the Arkansas Velley and iest-

T

1B
a
.l

<

can Eroups I

-

icts. There appears a tendency for the

C(
‘1

ern Slope Di
Russian-German to be rewnlacing the Awmerican-born Iari=-
ers as owners and tenants while there is 2z still more

apparent tendency for the exican to be replacing the

Russian-German s beet tenders. liany of the latter are

buying and renting farms of thelr own or going into other
occupations. Iost of the reccently recruitec labor for the
Colorado beet fields is from Lexico; at least persons of

exlcan descent.
In the Arkansas Valley District there were no\
Americans working as beet tenders. The gslmosi entire lack

of American contract laborers was noticeable in 21l dis-

1

tricts. Practically none but kexicans contract beets on

the VWestern blope and in the Arkanssgs Valley, while al-

Y

most no one but liexicans and Russian-Germans contract

al

beets in the Northern aud Northeastern pa of the state.

rits
There is a definite feeling anong the population of thes

districts cthat beet work is for "Russians and ldexicans.®
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AGE OF PARENTS
Table 83 ) .
From a study of the age of fathers and mothers in
the Northern and Northeastern Districts of this study the
following statements can be made:

1. The fathers were from three to five years older than

0]

- the mothers. The difference between the ages of fath-
ers and mothers was greatest for the contract fami-
lies, but for all tenures the father's age was great-
er than the mother's. |

2. The wage parents were the youngest of any'eoohomic
ETroup. |

3. The owner parents were the oldest of any economic

group..

LS

The contract fathers were older than the tenant fath-
eps, while the tenant mothers were slightly older ‘than
the contract mothers.

5. The average ages of parents of the different dis-

tricts were very similar.

YEARS FORﬁIGN BORN PARENTS HAD BEEN IN THE UNITED STATE
Table 83
Except in the case of Wage/parents, the foreign-
born fathers had been in the United States a greater num-
ber of years than had the foreign born mothers. The own-

er parents had been in this couniry four years longer than



had the parents of any other tenure. In lengtr
dence following ovner parents came wage, tenant, and con-
tract parents, respectively.

Deducting the number of years that any group had
been in the United Stated from 1924 we are able to get
the approximate average year 1in waicihh that group arrived
in this country. JFfor fathers we would thus get 1903 as
the approximate year of arrival and 1909 TFor mothers.
According to the 1920 census, Ior the entire Dﬂite_‘States

.Hb ner cent oi the fe~

41.3 per cent of the males and 4
males arrived in this country »nrior to 1900. ror Colo-

rado, 46 per cent of the foreign-born males snd 45.9 per

cent of our foreign-born remales arrived prior To 18C0.
¥rom the figures in tabledd can be drawn the

following conclusions:

1. The foreign-born membvers of the highest econonic

groups averaged the longest time in the United States.
2. The foreign-porn contract parents aversged the short-

est time in the United States.
5. The Tforeign-born fathers avercged a greater number of
vears in this country than did foreign-born mothers.
4. The foreign-born families of this study averaged 8
considerably shorter time in the United Stated than
did the foreign-born of the nation and of the state

as a whole.

1920 census of the United States, Population, Vol.
%, page 785-6. ‘
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5. The above facts wotild lead us to the conclusion that
although many of the beet-working families were foreign-
born and that many of them had been in the United
‘States many years, yet the average years was coﬁsider-
ably less than for immigrants in other %ines oY %ork,

not only in Colorado but in the nation as a whole.

CITIZENSEIP OF FOREIGN-BORN PARENTS

It is significant that scarcely one-se#gnth of
the foreign-born contract fathers and but one-ninth of %he
foreign~born contract mothers of this study had become
citizens of the United States. For tenants the situa-
tion was much improved over the contract while for own-
ers the per cent of foreign-born which had become Ameri-
can cltizens was gfeatly improved over that for the ten-
ants. . Four-fifths of the wage fatheré and one-third of
the wage mothers who were foreign-born had become citi-
zens of this country.

in additiqn to those which had become American
citizens, approximately one-third of the owner and ten-
ant, less than one-fifth of the contract and none of the
wage fathers had signified their intention of becoming
citizens of the United States by receiving their first
papers, or “papers of intention". For mothers the situa-
tion was almost"identioal"_'to'thé.t for the fathers, due to

the fact that citizenship papers were granted to the hus-



0
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bane and wife together. (30)
The statement is made that the Mexican is slow to

become Americanized and take out citizenship papers. (31)
The 1920 census would seem to confirm this statement as
only 4.8 per cent of foreign-born kexicans in the United
States, and in Colorado only 2.9 per oent; had become ci~
tizens at that time.

The other large group of foreign-born in this
study are Russisn-Germans --those born in Russia. Of

the Russian-born in this counftry in 1920, approximately

40.5 per cent had become citizens and of those in Colo-

rado, 39.2 per cent. JIn other words, for every 100 kexi-
can lmmigrants in Colorado, about three have and will be-
come citlizens of the United States; while for every 100
persons in Colorado who came from Rﬁssia, forty will be-
come citizens. On this basis an immigrant from dussia

is about thirteen times as 1likely to become g citizen

as is an immigrant from kexico. (32)

Of the contrapt parents of this study nearly 70
per cent were foreign-born being slightly higher for
fathers than for mothers. lore than two-fifths of the
tenant fathers and more than one-half of the tenant
mothers were foreign-born, less than oné—third of whom
were citizens. Nearly one-third of the owner und one-
(40)- 1920 census, Population, Volume 2, pagé 801,

(31)- Spanish and Mexican in Colorado, Introduction,
page 8.

(32)- 1920 United States Census figures here in the
following comparison refer to all adults.
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tenth of the wage parents were foreign-born, the majority
of whom were citizens. For the entire study more thaﬁ
one-hglf of the parents were foreign-born, less than one-
Tourth of whom were citizens.

Table 856 compares the citizenship.of the foreign-
born 1n the different economic groups of this study with
the citizenship of the foreign-born in Colorado and the
United States as a whole. (33)

Table &5

COMPARTISON OF CITIZENSHIP OF FOREIGN-BORE IN THE UNITED
STATES

COLORADO AND THIS STUDY.

United This Owmer Tenant Contract Wege
States Colorado Study

Per
cent -
forei-
Zn

born 16.9 12.7 52.0

[N}
o
1N

47.2 68 .

i

11l.6

Per

cent

Tirst v

rep-

ers 9.6 8.0 24.5 28.6 33.4 19.86 9.1

Per

cent

citi-

ZENS 49 .7 54.3 23 .8 57.7

>
-3
1=

57.7 54.5

(33) - 1920 Census, Volume 2, Population, Pages 31, 804 and
807 . : ’
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Professor Coen remarks as follows in summing up

Qo

the situation in the Northern District-and is applicable

of

cl

to all districts of the study-, "The Superintendent

-ty

or fif-
teen years has been conducting citizenship classes for
forigners that they might become naturalized, stated recent-
1y that he never had a person of Spanish descent in his
clasées. With many totally illiterate foreigners within

our state, and with many more who cannot read or write
English, and with the number of illiterates~upon the in-

crease, it is time we wake up." (34)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OF FAEILYﬂMEﬁBERS
Table 86
The distanceto church in all districts avéraged
slightly farther for the tenants than for the owners, and

Fa

considerably farther Tor the contract and wage familiies,
tenants. A greater per cent of

than for eilther owners or
owner and tenant families attended church than did con-
tract and wage families. |
liore families of all tenures attended church

irregularly than attended regularly. The Russian-Ger-
mans are vVery lbyal to their church and as most of them
have means of transportation they are more regular in
attendance than the Mexicans who freguently do not own

(34) - Children working in the sugar beet fields of cer-
tain sections of Northerm Colorado, preliminary report,
page 89.
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cars. The Russian-Germans are also better church at-
tendants than rural Americans.

There are few rurgl churches in the regions of

this survey, and during the mid-summer monthe 1t wes
difficult to attend churcih regularly in town.

“Wihat hes become of the countiry church in Colo-

rado and whet 1is taking it's place?® With the advent of

better rozads and better means of transportation hs

o
wn
5}
o
3
]

the rural church, the church o7 the open countiry. £s
religion plays such & powerful roll in the 1life of any
people 1t is imporvent that its influence shall not be
lost. ‘Many 0 these Tamilies Go atitenc religioﬁs ser-
vices in nearby towns and villages. The study in Forth-
ern Colorado showed the ninety-iour per cent oif the

zntly largexr per ' cent

o

owner igtners attended churcn, & sli;

Fu

of mothemx and children and a someﬁhat smeller per cent

of young folks. <Lhe gsituation in the Northeastern dis-
trict was almost identical with that in the Lorthern.

The per cent of church attendants in the Arksnsas Valley
and the Western Slope Digtricts was considerab.y less

than for the FNorthern and ortheastern Districts. In all
four districts and among all tenures, a larger per cent of
mothers and children attended church services than did
fathers and young peozle. About the same provnortion of
mothers and children were churén attencants, and about the

same proportion of fathers and young people.
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A smaller per cent of tenants than owners attend-

s}

ed church, and the per cent of contract and wage person

was considerably less than for either owners or tenants.

In nearly rdnety per cent of the grower families of the

Torthern and lortheastern Districts, one or more members

attended church.
Professor Zllwood in ais book, “Sooiology in its
Psychological ifspects', says, *On accouﬁt of the poweriul
reinforcement wnich religion gives to custom and other
forms of social habit, 1%t has freguently been one of the
main Tactors in producing sociel immobility or a static
condition or society. Heligion is suchh a poweriul in-
strument of social control that such a writer as Ward
can characterize it as the force which holds

2

vorld in 1its orbit."™ (35) It is because oi the tremendous

influence exerted on any peoble by religion that the sub-

ject 1s deserving of more than passing notice.

SCHOOLING 0F THE PARENTS
Table 87
The owner parents, both fathers and mothers, av-
eraged a greater amount of schooling than those of any
other economic group. Following the owners came the ten-
ant and contract parents, respectively. As regards the

(38) - llwood, Charles, A. Sociology in its Psychological
ispects, pages lob-7.



N\
e
[}

4o

grade attained in school the contract parents were far be-

low any other economic group. In all tenure groups the

mothers averaged slightly more scnooling than aid the

ct

fathers.

The percentage oi parenitis with no scunooling wezs
compars bively low for the owners bus w=s quite hign Tor
the tenant and contreact groups, being more than one in ten
of the tenanit and more than two in filve of tne contract
parents. keny parents had stopped school in the seventh
and eighth grades. Lesg than two-iifths of the owner, one-
fourth of the ténant and scarcely ome-twentietn of the con-
tract snd wage parents went beyond the eighth grade. An in-
significantly small number of wnarents of any economic
group other than the owner, went to college. A little
over one in twenty of the owner parents continued school
after completing the dwelfth grade.

Table 88 shows a comparison between the results

secured in the different economic groups oi tnls study and

(o8}

the United States as a whole. {(38)

Only owner parents compare favorably witn the
United otates figures as regsrds per cent of persons com-
pleting the eighth grade.

liany oif the Hussian-German parents had attended
school in Kussia, usually seven or elghv years. These
schools differed considerably Irom our owvn in that the
(36) -Figd;es for the United States are taken Trom the

Wold survey Interchurch wWorld Movement, Amsrican Volume,
vage lé4.
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length of term lasted through the cold winters, usually
about five or six months. The main emphasis was placed
upon reading (especislly the Bible) and writing. Appar-
ently little effort was made towards imparting a geperal
or liberal education such as is the custom in our own edu-
éational system.

Many of the lexican parents had had no school what-
so ever. Many others had eilther completed one, two, three
or four grades in our unglish Sveaking schools or had at-~
tended the eguivalent in & Spanish speaking school. in
many sections of thé Southwest there are still to be found
schools taught only in the Spanish languase, These sec--
tions are principally'in New Itexico, and Arizona but ex-
~tend into Southern and South-Western Colorado. These
settlements of exclusive Spanish-speaking people are gradual=-
ly becoming extinct in Colorado, as the American culture
absorbs that of the Spanish. (37)

ABILITY OF PARENTS.TO0 READ OR WRITE ENGLISH OR SOME OTHER
LANGUAGE
Tables 92 and 93

Nearly one-tenth of the fathers and more than
one-sixth of the mothers of this study were unable to read
or write in any language. The greatest amount of illi-
teracy was found among the contract parents --- one sixth
of the fathers and two-fifths of the mothers.being unable
to read or write in any language. There was no illiteracy

(37) Spanish and Mexican in Colorado, pages 13-17.

1



among the wage @arents\and comparatively 1little among the
ownef. lore than three times as large a per cent of ten-
ant as owner fathers were illiterate and nearly three
times as large a per cent of tenant ss owner mothers.

A compargtive study of illiteracy throughout-the
state and nation shows (1) a much higher per cent for the
nation than for Colorado; (2) & much higher per cent for

rural then for urban populations; and (3] except for the

the

3
H
(@]
H

wage and owner families the illiterzcy is highe
families of this study tihan for the state as a whole aﬁd
the urban population of the United States. The illiter—
acy for the entire country was greater than for owrner and
wage parents of this study, but somewhat less than for

tenant parents. The illiferscy of the contract parents

of this study was a great deal greater than for either

the state or the nation.

TABIE &9

COLPARATIVE AMOUNT OF ILLITERACY OF PARENTS OF TEIS STUDY
AND ADULIS OF THi STATE AND OF THR NATION. (38)

United States This This Con- Tenant Owner Wage
Urban pdrual State Study tract
Urban Rural

Males 5.1 9.2 2.5 4.5 9.8 16.6 5.2 1.7 0
Females 5.9 9.1 3.0 6.2 17.7 29.8 9.5 3.8 0
A1l 5.5 9.1 2.7 5.3 13.7 25.2 7.4 2.8 0
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' ABITITY OF PAREITS TO SPEAK ENGLISH ,

(D

Nearly one-fourth of the contract fath and more
than one-hglf of the contract mo rs were ungble to speak.
English. All but a very few of the owner and tenant fathers
could speak English, while about one-twelfth of the owner and
one- s1x th of the tenant mothers could not speak English: The
inability to speak English was greatest among the contract
families.of the Western Slope. For growers the inability to
speak Znglish was greatest in the Hortheastern District.
.Jomparing the figures of this study with those oi-
the 1920 census (3&) in respect to @ersons unable to speak
English iﬁ the state of Colorado and in t£e nation as a whole,
we get the resﬁlts as given in' table 90. The census figures (39)
are for foreign-born whites over Eluyears'of age, and counsid-
ering the Mexicans of this study as white the -basis-for com-
parison is éorrect. The figures of this study are consider-
ably higher for coﬁtract and the total study femilies than§
for adults of the state and nation evem‘wneﬁ only foreign-born
are considered for the state and nation and all parents of
this étudy. The figures for tenant femilies much resemble
those for the state and nation while the figures for the
owner and wage families are much below those Tor state and natlo
(38) - 1924 Census of the United States, Volume on Populdtion,
rages 1234 and 1244.

(39) - Figures for state -and nation are for all persons over
21 years of age.
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TABLE 90

PER CENT OF FORBEIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION IN THE UNITIHD
STATES AWD IN COLORADO AND PAREITS IX EACH ECONWOMIC GROUP
OF THIS STUDY UNABLIZ TO SPLAK =HGLISH.

United State This Con-~ Ten- Own- vag
States of Colo- study tract ant er
rado
Males 2.2 7.2 11.9 23.0 &8 .9 0
Females 13.7 11.9 32.8 5b6.2 16.2 8.4 0
All 11.2 9.1 22.4 39.1 9.5 4,9 0

ABILITY OF PARENYS TO READ AND WRITE BNGLISH
Nearly one-half of the fathers of this study could

not read or write Znglish. The situation was Tar worse

6]
1
1
!

s

[Q]

W

graiong the mothers than among the IFathsr LY
three-rifths of the latter veing unable to read or write
¥nglish. Nearly three-fourths of the contract fathers and
Tour-fifths of the contract mothers ﬁere unable to read or
write wnglish. Three-fourths of the tenanit fathers

and nearly one-half of the tenant mothers could not reac

2 A

tensgnt fathers

,.
&
)
o

English. Idore than one-third of the
nearly one-half of the tenant mothers were unable to write
in the bnglish language. About one-fiith of the owner

Tathers and one-rourth of the owvner mothers were un=ble

to read or write mnglish.
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The per cent of contract families of this study

who were unable to read or write mnglish was greater Tor

families on the Western Slope than in any dther district.
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In no district was the condition to be considered at all
satisfactory, as an extremely large number ol parents (es~-
pecially mothers)'were tnable to carry on any kind of a dis-
cussion in ¥nglish. The condition was especia_ly bad among
the contract mothers and to considerable degree among the-ten—
ant motiners. The situation was not bad for owner mothérs.
TABI:z 91
PER CENT OF ADULTS UWABLE TO ®2AD OR WRITE EZNGLISH

e m e e e e e = e e A e MG e e e SO WM M MR RS G Gt M e e e M e e e S S M e M A e M M M M S e W G W e e e e TS e -

Sex This Contract Tenant Owner Vage

Read iirite Read Write Read Write Head Write Read Write

Males 43.8 48.2 69.1 71.9 25.

7
l'emales56.0 48.7 79.1 83.- 46.1 47.7 24.1 25.0 £.9

(92l

All 49.9 53.4 "73.6 77.6 35.8 40.9 10.8 21.9 2.9

n
©

ABILITY OF PARENTS TO RiAD OR WRITE SOLT OTHER LaWGUAGE
A large number of parents of this study were able to
read or write in some language other than EZnglish. A major-
ity of the Russian-German parents could read and write German
or Russian and many of the MMexican parents could read and write
Spanish. A person winl is able to read in another langsusge is

thus permitted to gain information snd some written knowledge -
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what is golng on in the world, even though that imowledge
does not come through orthodox American channels. Per-
haps 1t is as well so; nevertheless, such a person is
not required to get his ideas Irom streeg-corner politi-
cians.

As a supplement to tables 92and 95 the following
Tigures give the per cen. of all persons of egch economic
group which were able to regd or write in another lan-

guage -=- entire study,; read, 53,& per cent, write

1
w0
L]

»

per cent; contract; read 66.5 per cent, write 62 per cent:

ck
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ar
fl
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r cent, write 46.7 per cent: owner;

read 45 per cent, write 25.5 per cent: wage; read 20.6

per cent, write 1l6.2 per cent.

READING KATYER IN THe Z0N:
Table 9z

Practically all of the owner and wage and irive-
sixths of tThe tenant families subscribed to some paper or
megzazine. Scarcely one-fourthr of the contract Tamilies
had current reading matter in their homes, either in
tnglish or in some other language.

It will be remembered thatb the majority of the
contract parents were foreign-born. In many wayvs their
ohildren were handicapped severely when pitted against
their school mates from American homes. JThis handicap
becomes still more pronounoed with the lack of current

reading matter in the home. Iiore than this, the news-



paper and magazine maskes z splendia laboratory for a per-
son learning to read. With their children in school, many
of the contract parents could secure a more rapid and sat-
isfactory u.e of the #aglish language by studying papers
with their children. Soue of‘tﬁe foreign~-born parents,
realizing the value of a paper, had subscribed for a dally
or weekly.

A larger per cent of the grower familles sub-
scribed for weekly and farm papers then for dailies and
magazines. The contract families muchn preferred the week-
1y peper, with the daily as second choice. Less than ten

per cent of the contract femilies Took elther a farm

paper or a magazine. i1he wage fausilies averaged quite

nearly the same as regards subscrivption to =il four
classes oi reading meterizl considered, resnging from
negrly one-third who took megazines to nearly one-half
who took dailies.

Considering all families of 211 economic SToups,
more than two-Tifths did not subscribe to any.current
réading matter; three-tenvths took cilther magazlnes, or
farm vapers; nearly one-third took dailles, anu three-

sevenths subscribed to weekly papers.
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As previously pointed out, a great many narents
(especially among the contrzact and tenant groups) were
Toreign-born and had not taken out citigenship nawners.
Other contract families moved so freguently as to make
the parents ineligible to use che vallot. 4 furoner hindg-
rance was uvhe Tfact that ac election time one conirsct
ramiiles w re often some distsnce from
though the parents had .egistered they were thus prevented

from voting, e.cent oy mail.

Table 95 gives the number of voting in the liorth-

rd

ern and Arkansas Valley Districts. Nearly all of the

ell tenant fathers voted and three-fourths

Q.

rible owner an

of the eligible countract and wage Tathers. A smaller ner-

centage of mothers than Tathers of s11 tenures, excert wage,

voted. Of the parentis oi all tenures nearly nine-tsnths of

v

the Tathers and a little over seven-tenths of the mothers

voted.
For the Northeastern District the Toliowing re=-
port wss made: ‘“Meny fathers and mothers were inel igible

to vote any place. Those who were naturalized citirens or

[ S

native-born, seldom were entitled to vote in the rural comn-

1=

munities where they lived for more than half th= vear.® | 0)
(40) -Children worKlng in the sugar beet fields of certain
districts of the South Platte Valley, Colorado. Prelimin-
ary Heport, Uggea 1056-6.
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As regards participation ia other activities, the report

continues: “Thelr children seldom attended rural schools,

4

seldom took part in social activities conducted at the
scnool nouse, and did not join clubs organized Tor bols
and girls of farm comuunities.® (41)

The situation on the Western Slope is described

by lir. Gibbons in his report as follows: "An iImportant
civic interest is that of casting the bsllof 2t election

time. About four-fifiths each of the owner, rentver, and

wege Tamilies sald they voted and less than one-half of
tire contract fatners volted. Abosut three-Tourtihs of the
ovmer motiiers, 65 per cent of the renter mothers, half of
the wage mothers, and two-iifths of the contract mothers
voted. By no means all of those wao reported as having
noted aid so regularly.® (42)

A larger per cent of eligible voters in the Ark-
snsas Valley exercised thelr privilege of votiné thean did
the voters of any other district. Professors Abvott and

Moutner in their Arkansas Valley report sums up the situa-

I}

P

ion in the following words wihilca are applica le to the
entire siwudy: "The figures given abo#e, in every case,
however, compared very favorably with those for this sec-
tion oi the councry, showing a much higher percentage of
voting than the average for the Liountain States. In the
Q%l%» ibid. -

(

4z )= Children woriing on farms in certain sections of the
Wwestern Slope of Colorado, page 79.
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election of 1924, 55.5 per cent of the population of vot-
ing age in the Mountain States cast their votes as a-
gainst 70 per cent, the lowest for any group mentioned
above." (43)

Chaft Z shows the trend of interest in voting
throughout the United States since 1876. Approximately
one-half of the eligible voters in this country today

determine the policies of the nation. BSuch a lack of in-

terest among the voters of a democratic country is not an

encouraging sign for the future welfare of the nation.

COMMUNITY AND RECR«ATIONAT INTERESTS

The welfare of any child 1s vivaelly intluenced by
the social interests of the parents. Thege 1nterests in-
clude civic responsibility, such as voting, atiendance ox
church services; interests such as parties, picture shows
and attendance at school entsrtainmenis; educational in-
terests rs the use of librarics and books, and membership
of a club or lodge; and oy the social contact that is
shown by the freqguency of visits and .rips to town. In
the following discussion the terms "“children®™ and “young

people™ signify Temily groups and not individuals.

i:i
05!

ATTHWDANCE OF T LY MEMBERS AT SCHOOL HNTERTAINAEL
Tables 96 and 97

BN

The interest which members of & family manifest in

(43) = Child Labor in 4griculture and Farm Life in the irk-
ansas Valley of Colorado, Preliminary Report, page .



attending entertainments at the school house gives some-

what of an index as to that family's interest in the school,

‘or the children of the community.

5
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Throughout the territory of this stud; the attendance at
school functions was best among the ovmer and poorest a-
mong the contract families; best asmong tne children and
poorest among the parents. i.ore children attended school
entertainments than attended chnurcn, but ifewer parents
attended school functions than attended church.

ilhere a2 child attencs a scnool in the open count-

ry, it is to the entertainments given in that school that

-

members of the family go, if at all. Likewise iT the
child goes to a town or city school, the Tanily members

attend the entertaimments given at that school. rfarely

is it otherwise. Tables 9¢ and 97 show the situation in
two of the districts which are undoubtedly guite typical

of the entire region studied.

ATTENDANCE OF FAMILY aMBRRS AT PARTIES AND D aWCES

Attendance at parties was Tar more general Tor

5

grower than for contract ana wage Tamilies and more gen-
eral Tor young veople and cinildren than for perents. A-
bout tiie same per cent of mothers anda fatners atiended
parties. A larger per cent of young n»eople than children
of all economic groups went to parties.

A larger per cent of contract and wage than grow-

er parents, young people and cnlldren attended dances
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A much larger per cent of young people than parents of
all economic groups attended dances, kiost of the young
people attended dances in the city, as dances were far less

fequent in rural than in vrban comsunities.

ATTEMDANCE OF FAMILY MEEERS AT LODGE OR CLUB

(=]

A small number of children and young people oi all
tenures were engaged in some kxind of club work. The vper

wage parents interested in somne kind

o,

cent of contract an
of lodge or clubh was very small, but more than one fourth
of the grower Ifathers and mothers were interested in some
lodge or club. Here is certainly a fertile field Tor our

extension club workers, not only among the younger groups

)

but the older as well., The citvties for vears have had the

advantages ol organizations like the Boy Scounts, Girl

[

Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, Y.H.C.A., Y.W.C.A. annd obvhers.
These could very profivably be introduced into our rural
beet~working districts. Vomens' ana mens' extension

clubs could be more widely introduced with the probability
ol greal success among these people, giving instruccion in
hygiene, Americanization and>otheé nelpiul subjects.

The sugar companies are aiding rural extension work
in a2 smallway by endeavoring to teach tie contrect Tami-
lies the best methods ol proaucing a better and more nro-
fitable crop of beets. At central points throughout the

beet-growing regions, meetings of beet workers are held Tor
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the purpose of receiving instruvction in the wokr of block-

ing, thinning, noeing and harvesting of the beet crop. At
the clogse of the wvear's work prizes are awarded by the Su-
gar Qompanies-to the contract families which have Gone
best work. Officials of the company in wnose aistrict the

-

work was done act as judges and award the prizes. JThis is
a great help both %o the laborer and the grower, increas-
ing the working efiiciency and eventual income of the for-
mer and the crop yields oi the latter.

Comparatvively iew persons oI tinis study olaved

en than Tathers pniayed

I

prool. A larger per cent of young

;_:.

rool and more members oi grower thnan oi contract families

engaged in this past-time.

ATTENDANCE OF FAUILY MEiBERS AT SEOVS

A large proportion of the femilies of this study
attended the picture shows, the numbers being duui equal
ior persons oi all ages, all nationalities and all tenures.
The picture show is undoubtedly one of the few recreation-
al and -educational, if it can be ca.led educational, feat-
ures enjoyed by large numbers of these people. In addi-
tion to serving as a means of recreation and education
the moviang picture 1s surely aiding in the cauée of a com-
mon democracy. This last element is one that is badly

needed in thie beet-growing sections of the state.
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USz OF LIBRARIES BY FAMILY LEMBERS

£

Professor Coen summed up the use of libreries in

the Northern District as follows: '"The use of libraries
ig lamentably small. There are three reasons wny libraries

are ver:y scarce tiirough

D
0

are so little used; first, libr
out the beet districts of Colorado and conseqguently not
readily accessible; second, the beet workers zre not in-
terested in reading, as previously shown in the absence of
newspapers and magazines in the home; and third, because
after the nard day's work or weex's work, all gre too tired

7ith large numbers, would

to read; and the place to read

be another consideration. Still the state is scarcely do-~

(o
C
ct
.
s
o

ing its wuty until a library service is disposal of
the reading public.t® (44)

The above quotation is used because 1t applies
equaily to allvdist:icts of this study, and the suggestion
of a library service is a p:rtinent cne. Although com-

paratively few adults would be likely to take advantage of

<&

5

such a service many children and young peonle undoubtedlw

would and 1t 1s the c¢hilid as o citizen oi he tomorrov with

ey

whom we are principally concerned in advocating such a

move. In some states a wraveling library service has
been and is conducted with considerabe .egree of success.
There is little reason to believe that = traveling library

service conducted during the surmer months among the beet
- Children woriing in the sugar beet field
"y ore

44) g s ol certain
1sL *icts of Northern Colorado, rrelinminar o)

v, page 90.
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workers in the principal beet growing sections of the
state would not prove a reasonsble success. Ve owe

these people any advantage such as this that it

(=
0
Y3
o)
0
[0)
|~
|

ble for us to give to then.

The library is more frequently used by members o
the grower than oy members of the contract and wage fami-
lies. Among the children, especially, is the outlook en-
couraging as more than one-hali of the children used the
library. UNearly two-fifths of the grower young people

used the library.

AILY MeNBERS

b

TRIPS ©0 MO0 =Y
The ﬁithers and young peorle went to town more
frequently than did the mothers and children. Lembers of
grower families went to town more orften than did members
of contract and wage Tamilies. Iany of the contirect moth-
ers seldom or never wenf to town while working in the beeis.
In many cases the grower father bousht groceries on Sat-

urday night Tor himself and contract labor, while in

b

other cases the contracit father or older bovs would wal
J

.

o town and carry.home the tollowing week's supply oi »ro-
visions. where the family had a car usually 2ll members
made the weekly or semi-weekly trip to town. Due to the
necessity of carrying on the farm business the grower
Tathers made more Iregueni trip to town. than did the grow-
er mothers or cinildren. <The young people madg more frzquent

trips to town than did any other group.



VISITING BY FARILY LEBAERS

Miss Brown has given a very good description of
neighborly relationships among the people of this siucy in
her report of conditions in the Northeastern District,
and a5 the discussion applies egually to g1l districts
studied it is given here. (45) “The neighborly rela-
tionsnip smong rfamilies was cetvermined to a considerable
degree by their nationality. “when a grower andé contract
labor family belonged to the scme racial zroup the fami-
ies usually exchanged visits and the calldren playved to-
gether. hen the lavor family wes of another grouy, tais
was not the case. oSince the kexican family usually work-
ed for a zrower oi another nationality kexicans had no
neig hbor ¥ relatiomship with growers, but mingled with

:re usually enouzh

other labor Tamilies. However, there

of both groups in any given neighborhood to make vossible

o

a Ifriendly exchange of visits smong feamilies of esach
group."” Contract labor families who came from nearby

E)

cgree of nelghborliness than did

[}

towns enjoyed a greater d
tnose who came from a distance, due to the Tact thaet many

of them were Ifrom the same racial zroup -- Hussian-German,

=

as the growers. Yhey also were better acquainted in com-

U<J

munities where they had lived TFor a number of years
iost of the visits took place between families in the

(45) Children working in the sugar beet fields of certain
districts of the bSouth Platte Valley, of Colorado, Pre-

liminary report, page 106.



country although considerable visiting was done by the

grower and the Russian-German contract fémilies in the

nearby towns. The growers frequently had friends aund re-
latives living in town while the Russian-German'laboref
families often ha& their little home in a settlement near
where they were working beets. In many éases these con-

tract families spent the week-end in their own homes, driv-
ing to town after work Saturday, buying the next week's supply
of groceris, taking care of their gardens, visiting with
friends and attending church.

It was a pleasant sight to see growers visiting
with their Mexican or Russian-German beet laborers while
éngaged in the less intensive farm WOrk,‘suCh as cleaning
ditches, burning weeds, and the like. ﬁorkers gathering
material for these reports often found the contract-labor-

erg, especially anxious to have someone visit with them.

SOME CONVENIENCES OF LIFm

1. Auto. HNore than one-half of the femilies in
all tenures of fhis study had an automobile. In %he
majority‘of instances it was a Ford, although a consider-
able number of growers and occasionally a contract and
wazge family had a more expensive cér. Bes'deé Fords the
most popular cars were Chevrolets, Dodges and Buicks, with
an occasional Hﬁdson, Chandler, Cadilac, etc.

More than'three—fourths bf the families in the

Northern and Arkansas Valley Districts having one or. more
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cars (several grower families had more than one car) had
Fords. On the Vestern Slope nearly three-fourths of the
cars were PFords. Three-fourths of the families of the
Northeastern District owned one or more cars. A smaller
per cent of families on the Western Slope had cars than in
any other District.

2. Team and wagon. Complete data on the number

of femilies which had a team and wagon was not available
but practically all of the ovmer and tenant familieg had
at least one team and wagon apd a negligible number of con-
tract and wage femilies had a team gnd Wagoﬁ.
5. Horse and Bﬁggy. In the Forthern and Arkaﬁéas

Valley Districts nearly two-fifths of the Ffamilies studied

had a horse and buggy, while in the Northeastern District

a very few faﬂilies had a horse and buggy. Where a con-
tract family did not have a car,'they occasionally did have
a horse and buggy. Hoﬁever, the great majority of horses
and buggies were owned by grower families. These figures
would tend to show that "Dobbin“ had been very largely dis-
placed by the more modern conveyvance, the automobile.

4. Telephone. Approximately one-half of the own-

er, one~-third of the tenant, one-fourth of the wage and

o

only one-twentieth of the contract families of &

t
)
[4)]

study

had telerhones. This lack of telephones still further
emphasizes the isolation of these families. With all

the effort that is being made to introduce onto the farm
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‘the many modern conveniences considered indispensible to
the city dweller, a great many of these fam hones Wefe
without telephones, and as we shall presently see music,
radios, electric lights, furnaces and the like. ¥We have-
already observed the great lack of reading among ‘these
people as evidenced by the few numbérs taking daily or
weekly papers, magazines, etc.,

5. Radio. Nine each of owner and tenant, and one

each of contract and wage families had installed a radio.

=+

The make ranged from the very expeunsive to a simple hand-
constructéd instrument. As time goes on perhaps the radio,
like the automobile, will be an almost indispensible part
of the farmers' equimment. waever, that may be, a very
smell per cent of the farm families of this study had in-
stalled radios in 1924.

6. Furnace. No wage and only one contract home
had a furnace. As is seen by a glance at the size of houses
occupied by the contract and wage families, they have
little occassion to use a large and expensive heating
system. TFour tenant and twelve owner homes were equipped

with furnaces.

7. Blectric lights. More than one-sixth of the
owner, one-fourteenth of the tenant, one-fifth of the
wage and a negligible per cent of.contract families had
electric- lights. Many farmers had their own Delco or

other electric systems while others lived near enough to
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town to have connection made with the city system. In
other cases the line from town to town extended pasi a

fermer's home and aittachment to the line was easily accanp-

lished.

i

—~

lived in their own homes, driving back and forth to the best
fields. The wage families had their electric lights by
virtue of the grower families for whom they were working

having such a convenience.

MUSICAT IMSTRUMENTS IN THE HOME

Music is universaliy considered one of the high-
est forms of entertaimment -- one of the most worthwnile
means of spending ones leisuremoments. One of the Tirst
considerations in Judging a modern Americen home 1is to in-
guire as to the music in the home. It is because of this
high esteem in which music is held that a special study of
the music 1n the homes of thesevbeet-worLing families be-
comes of interest.

lore than three-fourths of the contract, nearly
one-half of the tenant, nearly two-fifths of the wage and
nearly one-third of the owner femilies had no music what-
soever in their homes. Nore than one-half of all homes
studied were without some kind of musicael instrument.

It is of inte:est to note the musical instruments
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preferred by the different economic groups. JWore than
one-half of the owner homes having music had planos, winlle
but a fourth of the tenant, slightly more than a fourth‘
of the wage and one-fifteentn of the contract fgﬁilies
having some kiﬁd of musiec had pianos.

A larger per cent of tenant families had organs

than did families of any other economic group, followed

respectively by wage, owner and contrsct families. Iiore
than two-fifths of the contract families having music had
phonographs. About one-third each of the owner snd ten-

ané and nearly one-fifth of the wage familie

[)]

J
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ly, had phonographs. The contract families again hesd
the list in regards to stringed instruments, followed by
one-half as large a per cent each of tenant snd owner fami-
lies. A small number of families had musical instruments
gther then those enumerated, such‘as drums, flutes, accord-
ions, etc. |

Many of the families which had music in the home
had buﬁ one instrument, while other had seversl.

From a study of the Tfamilies reporting having
music in the homes the following general conclusions can
be made:

1. The dmerican families preferred the piano,
this being thé cause of the owner group running so far a-

head of the other economic groups in the possession of
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this instrument. (The choice in the great msgjority of
cases probably being largely influenced by financial rea-
sons.)

2. The German families preferred the organ and
the pnhonograph.. . |

5. The Mexican families preferred the stringed
instruments aﬁd the phonograplis. fhe largeper cent of
teénant families with orgahs and phonographs and & still
larger per cent of contract families with phonograpias and
stringed instruments appear bear out these statements.
(We have seen that a very large per cent of the tenants
are German and that nearly all of the contract parents are
either German or kexican.

4. A large per cent of families, especially in
the three lower economic groups, were without any kind of

music in the home.

SUMIZARY
1. The families of this study averaged an exceptionally
larée membership, exceeding in size many econonic and
sectional groups that have been studied.
2. An average of about one child in each home had died.
3. A considerable number of contract homes, had but one

parent. Divorce was infrequent among the families of

this study.
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Most of the owner, tenant a nd wage Parents were born
in the United States, Iiost of the contract parents
were born in either Russia or Kexico. -

iost of the ovmer and wage and about one-half of the
tenant families considered themselves as either Germen
Spanish or kexican.

The owner and tenant parents averaged a somewhat old-
er age than did tihe contract and wage parentis. The
fathers averaged an older age than did the mothers.

Many of the foreign-born parents (Principally sussian-

Germsn)had been in the United States & great many years;

others (principally Mexicans) had been in the United
States but a few years.

Many foreign-born parents had not become citizens of
the United States, nbr had they shown any inclination
for so becoming. The slowness'at accepting citizenship
was more noticeable among the Mexicans than among the
Russian-Germans. A larger per cent of grower than con-
tract foreign-born parenis had become citizens.

Many Russian-German families attended church regular-
ly, Many Zmericen and Mexican families attended

church irregularly. MNany families redorted no church
attendance. More fammilies attendgd church irregular-

ly than attended regularly.

10. IMany contract parents had had Little or no schooling;



the schooling of the grower parents was better then that
for the contract; while owner parents had had more school-
ing than had tenant parents. XZxcept for owner parents

the education of the parents of this study was below the
average for that of adults throughout the United States.
The education of the mothers averaged more than that of
tne Tathers.

11. Maﬁy parents, especlally in the contract group, were
unable to read or write ¥nglish; many could read or write
in-some other language, generglly either German or Spanish.
A far larger per cent of mothers than of fathers were un-
able to read or write English.

12. Many psrents, especially contract and tenant mothers,

were unable to spesk kBnglish.

=

13. MNany homes, especially those of contract families, had
no current reading matter. A large number of families sub-
scribed to one daily or weekly paper or a megazine. A
general lack of current reading matter in the farm homes

of this study was noticable.

14. Many parents of this study eligible to vote did not

60 so, but the lack of interest in this respect did not
differ greatly from the natiog as a whole.

15. There was seemingly a general lack of interest by
family groups of this study in social activities. This

was especially noticable among the members of the con-

tract families. Children and young people were more acts
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ive in attending school entertainments, parties, dances

and making use of libraries .than were parents. Parents
took morevinterest than young people‘or children in clubs,
lodges and visiting. About an equal per cent of all fami-
ly groups attended the picture shows. Fathers and young
people averaged more trips to town than did mothers or
children.

16. A majority of faﬁilies of all economic groups had an
automobile; practicallj all grower, but few contract Tami-
lies, had a feam and wagon; less than one-half of the
grower and comparatively few contract fanilies had a horse

and buggy. Less than one-hglf of the grower and few con-

“tract and wage families had a telephone; few families of

any economic group had a radio, electric lights or a fur-
nace. More femilies had electric lights than had g fur-
nace.

17. Many families, especially contract, had no musical
instruments in ﬁhe home. The type of musical instrument
owned by those having them was determined largely by
economic status and nationality. The American grower
seemed to prefer g piano; the Russign~-CGerman grower pre-
ferred an organ; and the Russian-German and Mexican con-

tractors preferred a phonograph or a stringed instrument.



GONCLUSIOES AND RECOMEEHDATTIONS
The size of families studied in this survey is
exceptionally large. Among the contract families the

average number of children is more than can be properly

‘cared for on their meagre yearly lncomes . Undoubtedly a

limitation in the size of family would be n1ighly desire-
able. Under our present laws prohibiting the dissemina~
tion of birth control information it is entirely unlikely
that much progress can be made on the limitation of the

number of children for some time to come. It is also very

~doubtful if birth conirol information would be accepted

and used by more than a very small per cent of these fam-
ilies. The only hope appears to lie in endeavoring %o

educate.. the foreign-born against excessively large fam-

-ilies. As long, however, as a child is considered a

financigl asset, as 1s no¥ generally the case, such edu-
cation is going to be difficult. The second and third

generation are pliable and as they acdept American ways

CL

and standards, there will e a decided,dfop in the num-

ber of births per family. A higher standard of living
will automatically place =z check upon the number of births.
The deep, final, underlying cause of conditions amoung
beet-working families appears to be conomic -- that of
securing the wherewithal to provide the necessities and

comforts of life.
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The question of Americanization and assimilation
is one oélling for our deepest thought and greatest effort.
The situation is becoming more critical by the rapidly
increasing numbers of Mexican families moving into our
beet-growing districts. This is causing a distinct and
serious commﬁnity problem. A large degree of social con-
tact between the new peoples and the old is perhaps im-
possible or even entirely underireable. Nevertheless,
these people are a part of the community and must be pro-
perly cared for. The situation is not radically different
from that of the negro in the South. We should profit by
the mistakes and successes of the South The Russian-Ger-
man has settled permanently in our midst anq has gradually
been accepted among us. He no longer can be éonsidered a-
serious community porblem as his children are Americans ang
cén scarcely be differentiated from the children of native-
born parents. There are several things; however, that can
be done to hasten the American?zation of the native-born
Russian-Germans.

Recommendations for improving and solving the
community problems of the foreign-born in the beet-grow-
ing sections of Colorado would include:

1. Amerioaﬁization schools, where the.foreign-
born can be sympathetically taught American standards.

All foreign-born should be encouraged to attend these

<



-schools. Leaders among the foreign-born are generally will-
ing to cooperate with their Americam neighbors if encouraged
to do so. All forms of Americanization should be taught in
these schools -~ how to speak, read and write the English
language; customs and ideals that'baffle and bewilder the
newcomers, the historical, geographical, économic and social
development of our country; and lastly the constitution un-
der which we live and the respect for our countrys' laws.

z. A healthy social life among these people should
be encouraged. We have our Young lien's and Young Women's
Christian Associations, Boy Scouts, Camn Fire Girls, and
similar organizations for American children but they seldom
if ever reach out amohg the foreign-born. Similar organiza-
tions should be encouraged among these people. Some thing
along this same line might be accomplished with the parents.

3. Extension clubs in pérsonal hygiene, cooking,
sewing, etc. should find a fertile field among these people,
as soon as all suspicions are allayed. These people are
generally willing and glad to learn up-to-date methods.

Tact and a true desire to serve must brecede any such ef-
forts for the betterment of our foreign-born.

4. Finally, a general effort at education should
be launched aﬁong our foreign-born population. The coopera-
tion of the leaders of these people should be sou wht and

encouraged at all times, for without such cooperation any

movement of this kind cannot hope to succeed.



SECTION VII
THE CAITDRENS' WEILFARE--HOUSING

CONDITIONS~--F00D SUPPLY.



CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOUSES
Table 100

The majority of the houses of all tenures wefe
built of lumber; two-thirds of all houses.studied.were of
rame construction. A majority of the shacks weré frame.
(Refer to definition of "shack", page 430 of Appendixz B).
Few owner, tenant and wage houses were classed as shacks.
More than one-half of the contract beet-workers' houses
were shacks.

Nearly one-tenth of the owner and tenant h;uses
were other than frame. Few contract and wage houses were
other than frame. Among the materials used in the con-

struction of houses, besides lumber, were: cenment, sutcco,

brick, stone, sod and adobe.

AGE OF THE HOUSES
Less than one-fifth of the houses were classed
as new, that is, were built within the past five or six

years. For the contract and wage families the per cent

of new houses was nuch less than for the tenant and owmer.
The owners had nearly one-tuird of their houses new, and

the tenants nearly one-fifth.



REPATR OF THE HOUSES
¥ore than three-fourths of the owner and tenant
houses were reported in good repair, about one-fourth in

fair condition, and more than one-tenth in poor condition.

The situation was largely reversed for the contract houses,

less than one-third being in good condition, and a slight-~
1y larger per cent were each in fair and in g roor state
of repair. The condition of the wage houses occupied an
intermediate position between thoze of the grower gnd con-
tract. ZLess than one-half‘of 11 houses were in good,
nearly ohe—third in fair and nearly one-fourth were in a
roor state of repair;

says kr. Gibbons, in speaking of the houses on
the Western Siope, (see<page 71) "the prevailing type of
house in which the families iive ﬁas the so called
“frame" :nd after it the shack. dor themost part shacks
ére unﬁainted and unkept."

"Ta‘inq tne houses, as a whole, for the owner ,

-

renter, and wage families, the situation may be said to
be faily typical of the average American rural cormunity.
Itris, perhaps, no better, no worse, —=~-=- R

"On the other hand, the living quarters provided
for the contract families are almost universally bad.
Generally speaking the poorest dwellings of the community

are occupled by families of Mexican descent. Very few of



these habitations_dese?%e the dignity of the term "house®
for most of them are miéerable tumble~-down shacks,“unattfact-
ive, located in out-of-the-way placegj“and hsving anything
but a home-like atmosﬁhere surrounding them." (46)

iir. Gibbons' description of the confract'houses
is undboutedly some what overdrawn for the study as a
whole, as these conditions were appraently worse on the
Western Slope than in the other Districts. HNevertheless,

the condition is universally bad and needs to be remedied.

Lir. Gibbons' remarks concerning the houses of liexican

families applies guite 1arge1y to the Mexican and Russian-
German houses in the other Districts. The housing condi-
tions are probably worse among the Mexican than the Ger-
maﬁ fahilies, largely because the latter are better able to
bargain for the use of their labor, generally beingz more
acquainted in the community, having a better understand-
ing of conditions, a greater knowledge of the language, and
lastly, there is a general preference for Russizsn-German
beet labor.

Housing conditions of beet workers in Colorado
is not different from thosé in beet-gorwing districts of
other states as is shown by a report of conditions in the
South Platte Valley of Nebraska wiich study was made in

1923. "The charzcteristic shack provided for families

{(46) Children working on farms in certsin sections of the
Western Slope of Colorado, pages 70-71
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working in the fields is a cheaply-built, unfinished, un-
éeiled shelter of one, two or three rooms, often covered'
with tar or_building'paper, of the total of 297 contract
labor femilies, 233 were living in shacks, 79 of which were
covered with tar paper. - Housing of contract labor families
in the beet fields is undeniably bad, and:is recognized by
all concerned as a difficult matter to adjust satisfactorily.
Many shacks were located in the yvard with the home of the
grower. In such cases the surroundings were of course as
good as those of thé grower family. Sometimes they ﬁere
plaoéd-fdrther back in the farmyard or corral, in the fields
or along thé irrigation ditches. Odors from corrals were

sometimes almost unbearable.
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-The number of (pontract) fami
ber of rooms per family is here given: number of Tamilies
living_in one roomn, 36; in two rooms, 173; in three rooms,
52; in four rooms, 29; in five rooms, 5; in 6 rooms, 1; in
7 rooms, 1. (47). Compare with table 104, page

Quite similar conditions were found in a survey
by the Uni;@d States Bureau of Labor in 1921 %o be exist-
ing in the Michigan beet fields. "0f 289 laborers' fami-
lies visited only four were living in houses furnished by
farmers. Nine others owned or rented thier. own houses. All
the remaining families occupied houses belonging to the
sugar company . The sugar companies usually provided small

(47) - Children working in the sugar beet fields of the
North Platte Valley of Nebraska, 1924, pages 48-5H1.
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portable houses, easily moved frqm zlace to plzce, so that
the family could be established at the location most con-
venient to their work.' The portable houses were 1, 2, or
3 room structures, usually sheéthed and shingled, set up
on wooden props, and having = 6r 3 small windows and 1
door. fihey were purposely kept as small as possible,

16 feet by 24 feet, sothat they could be moved easily.
When not overcroweded and when clean and waterproof they
were sultable Bnough camping places for the summer, but
all too iTequently too many people were crowded in, and

the houses were sllowed vo fall inte dis-revair.(48)

HOUSING IN ADOBE COLONIES.

A common method of housing among the kexican con-
tract families is the adobe hut. This is the same type of
house as is found throughout the lndian and Spanish settle-
ments of the Southwestern portion of the United States.

As the people of Colorado are sure to become more and more
acquainted with this type of housc a short history of the
lMexican labor in our beet fields is entirely in order.
(Refer to Appendix ¥ for a more complete discussion of the
Meﬁican adobe colonies)

Since about 1920, there has been a large influx of
Mexican labor to the Colorado, Nebraska, Utah, Idsho,
Michigan and California beet fields. This flow of labor

(48) ~ Child labor and the work of mothers in the beet
iields of Colorado and Michigan, 1923, pages 115-1l6.
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which is continuing to grow larger each year is due to

several factors. First, in Importance is the shutting

-

ng and
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off of immigration from Southern BEurope, both ds
follow ing the recent World War. It was this region that
had previously supplied the Western United States with
much of its beet lebor. Immigration from liexico, it will
be recalled, was not effected by the quota law. Second,
the constant state of revolution, uncgrtainty, and pover-
ty in Mexico led many thousands of its people to emi-
grate to the United States. Although a passport is con-
sidered necessary for admissibn across the border, the
fact 1s generally conceded that many peroons excape the
sentries along the far-stretching Hexican border and
enter this coumiry. Smuggling of persons across the Rio
Grandé has become a remunerativé”business. Affer a per-
son gets past the boundary he is tolerably safe from ex-
amination or deportation. The third impetus leading
the increase of Mexioan labor is the gradual droping out

of the present Russian-CGerman beet workers, due to them

becoming land owners or land renters, moving to urban

centers and entering work there, and the general elimina-

tion of numbers due to age.

The Mexican is considered a migrant in every
sense of the word. Seldom will he remain through the
winter on the farm whure he worked beets the summer and

fall before. He much prefers to return to Mexico,






‘Texas, Wew Mexico, or Ariizona for the winter. His se-
cond choice appears to be ouf larger cities or the cogl
camps. He is clannish in that he prefers to bé with
people of his own race, speech and customs.

Due to this strong tendency for the Mexican beet
labor to turn his face southward at the aﬁproach of winter,
after the beet work is finished, the sugar companies are
using means to induce him to remain in the beet-growing
districts throughout the entire year. In order to do this
the companies have established adobe colonies at different
points near their factories.

The method of financing these colonies 1is as
foillows: (This is the nethod employed by the Great West-
ern Sugar Company at ¥ort Collins and 1is very similar to the
method followed in other places.) The sugar company
chooses a location for the colony énd charges the Mexican

family about $125 for the materials and land in coﬂstructé

ng a home. Thig 1s for a two room, unplastered house,

e

and it é more elaborate house is desired the cost is some-
.

what greater. The cost of the house is spread over a five

yeaf period; the place becomes the possession of the pur-

chaser at the end of thnilis time.

Ine companies aim to select only the most satis-
facﬁory Tfamilies to live in theses colonies. The choice of
occupants rests upon: moral character, industriousness and
quality of béet worx which members of the faﬁiiy have pér—

formed.
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In the appendix will be found a more coﬁplete
description of housing in these liexican and Spanish Amer-
ican adobé colonies, written by Professors Aboott and
Moutner of Colorado College. The situation in théAArk-

‘ansas Valley is very similar to the other districﬂs, aside
from there being more and older colonies located in this
section of the state. Professors Abbott and koutner zlso
made a more careful study of the adobe colonies than did
any of the other surveyors and writers engaged in tiis

study.

SHADE ABOUT TH&E HOUSES

Slightly o#er four-fifths of the owner houses had
shade near then. Two-thirds of the tenant, three-fourths
of the wage and slightly less than one-half of the con-
tract houses were located near shade. Of all the houses
in this study, three-fifths had shade. Trawveling through
the couniry of this study east of the mountaiis, one could
not nhelp but notice the lack of either natural or man-plant-
ed tree growth. The lack of shade trees was especially
noticeable in the Arkansas Valley, and to a slightly less
extent in the other d:istricts.

Professor goen remarks as»follows concerning the
lack of proper shade throughout the Northern District,
"Wery largely the farm houses for the owner and tenant
families were located Withbut very definite idsas as to
where and why. If that is true of the permanently occup-

ied house, how much more true it 1s of the contract shacks.
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"Shade in & state noted for its high percentage
of cloudless dajsig quite an item in the location (of
the house). The low, flat-roofed shacks are the hnottest
buildings'of all, and yet they are the houses witnout

seems to nave been special

0]

shade. In some cases ther

ten

iy

effort to provide shade for the shacks, but quite o
when sheade would seem to be possible, the shack was

located ®lsewhere." (49)

LOCATION 0OF THm HQUSEHES

An approximation was made of the location of the
house, whether in the field, the farm vyard, near the
roadside, or if in or close by the barn y=rd. It was found
that practically one-third of all the houses of each
economio.group were located near the road. One-third of
the contrgct and wage and one-tenth of the tenant houses
were situated in the field. ¥Xo owner houses were iermed
as "in the field.®"

Two—thirds of the owner, more than one-half of
the tenant, one-third.of the wage and nearly a Tifth of
the contract houses, were located in the farm varé. Hore
than a seventh of the contract houses were delcared to be

>

in the barn yard -- corrals, plg’ = lots, and the like.

No owner or wage and only four tenant housesw ere so loca-
ted. Yhe location of living quarters in or near barn yvards

is not only unhealthful but exceedingly disagreeagb.e, due to

(49) -Children working in the sugar beet fields of certain
sections of Northern Colorado, Preliminary report, page 78.
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odors and noises. Often a contract family would remark that
oaré had to be taken to keep the doors and windows closed
when a breeze wag blowing ffom the direction of the‘b;rn
vard.

One-third of agll families had their.hous§s loca-
‘ted near the  road, another third in the farm yard, one-
fourtn in the field and one-tenth in or near the corral.

The terms roadside, fisld and fam yard are rather

oa

indefinite terms as a nouse might be so 1o§ated as to
considered on the roadside by one surveyor and in the field
or the farm yvard by another surveyor. The term in or

near a barn yard was more definite than the three pre-
ceéding terms. As previously mentioned, little care was
giveﬁ towards the location of many of the contract suﬁmer
dwellings. It is true that these building are meant to
serve ounly as surmer quarters but that does not relieve

the farmers of the responsibility of providing habitable
houses for their beet workers. Many of these houses, or
shacks, are used as winter dwellings by COntract families.

They are very difficult to keep warm during severely cold

and windy weatner.

NUMBER AND CONDITION OF DOORS AWD WINDOWS
| Table 102
The houses of owner families averaged more

doors and windows thean did those of any other tenures,



followed by the tenant, wage and contract houses, res-

pectively.

dore than ni;e—tenths of both doors and windows
in the owner and tensnt houses were screened while slight-
ly less than seven-eights of the doors and windows_in the
wage houses were screened. Scarcely three-fourths of the
doors and four-fifths of the windows in the contract houses
were screened.

For all houses in the study, seventeen oi every
twenty doors and nearly eighteen of every twenty Windows
were screened. all doors and windows classed as screen-
ed were not in a proper condition to keep out flies and
other insects. lany so-called "screened” doors and win-
dows were loose on their hinges; many others were badly
torn; otheres were poorly paighed.

Many of the houses, especially the one and two
roorn shacks, had halfl windows. 4 larger per cent of the
windows in the owrer houses than in the tenant houses
were of this one-half type. kore than one-fifth of the
Winddws in the wage houses and three-cighths of those in
the contract houses were only of half size.

The inadequacy, both of light and ventilation,
in these small contract houses were oftén nade gtill

wors e by the use of half-windows. Iany of these houses,

of shacks, were low and set near the ground so that more
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than the ordinary amount—of light and air 1s needed to

properly ventilate the structure. Mr. Gibbons says of

the condition of the houses on the Western Slope, “The
sanitary conditions of screening for doors and Winéows
for the owner, renter and wage families were reasonably
good. On the other hand only a little more than a third
of the doors and less than half of the windows in the
contract houses were screened. Prectically everyone of
the unscreened doors and windows in the contract houses
were in rooms that had to be in constant use.® (50)

Except for the comparative number ol unscreen-
ed doors and windows in the contract houses, kr. Gibbouns
remarks apply egually to all Districts. 4aw is éxplained
on the vpreceeding page, the housing coﬁditions of the con=-
tract families were undoubtedly ﬁorse on the VWestern
Slope than in any other district of the study.

~rofessor Coen further remeixs concerning the
conditisof contract houses, "The contract houses may be
ex.ected to be found in the ;ery locations, near barns
or irfigations gditches, where Tiles and mosguitoes are
most numerous. et these are the very buildings with
the largest number of unscreened doors and windows." (51)

Undoubtedly the lack of proper screening of
these homes offers a menane, not only to the health of
{(B0O) Children working on farms in certain sections of the
Western Slope of Colorado, page 73.

(51) Children working in thé sugar beet fields of certain
sections of Northern Colorado, Preliminary report, page 78.
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the negligent Tfamily itself, but also to neighbors. This
is one place where much needed improvement could be made

with 1ittle effort and 1ittle expense.

HOUSING CONDITIONS
Table 103
Rooms Per House
Considering the dwellings of all the femilies in
this study there was an everage of four rooms per house.
The ojwner houses Wére the largest of any economic group,
followed by the tenant, wage, and contract houses, res-~
pectively. The.contract houses averaged exactly one-

half as many rooms as did the owner houses.

PERSONS PER HOUSE
The tenant families averaged the largest number
of pérsons per house, followed by ﬁhe contract, owner and
wage families, respectively. For .all families the aver-
age persons to a dwelling in the United States in 1920
was. 5l and for Colorado 4.5. Both of these figures are
considerablj less than for any economic group in this

study.

SLEEPING ROOMS PER HOUSE
The owner families averaged the largest number of
sleeping rooms per house, followed by the tenant, wage

and contract families, respectively. XTor all families the



A
el

average sleeping rooms was nearly two and one-half per fam-
ily.
PERSONS PER SLEEPING ROOM

For all families the average persons per sleep-

ing room was slightly over three. The contract families

averaged the greatest number of persons per sleeping roon,
foliowed by the wage, tenant, and owner families, respecti-
vely. The owner families averaged little more than one-

half as many persons to a sleeping room as dig the contract

s

fanilies.

ONS PER BED

E

wn

BEDS PER FAMILY AND PER

The average number of beds per family for the
Northern,-Northeastern and Arkansas Vglley Districts Waé
3.3+ The owner families averaged more beds each than did
any other group, bsing followed by tenant, wage and con-
tract families, réswectively.

The families in these districts averaged more than
two persons per bed. The average persons per bad was
least for the owner and greatest for ﬁhe contract fam-..
ilies. The tenant and wage families held an intermediate
position between the owner and contract families as re=~
gards number of persons sleeping in each bed. The con-
tract families averaged more than two and one-hglf rersons

per bed.
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It is evident from the foregoing that there is
considerable over crowding, especially among the contract
and wage families. Even among the owner and tenant fami-

-

lies the situation is often far from desirable. avs

Mr. Gibbons, "Over crowding is- well nigh unive:sai among
the contract families; in facﬁ, it is as much»a rule among
them as it is the exceptiéh among owﬁer, renter and wage
families." (52). Mr. Gibbons remarks applies s well to

the entire study as to the Western Slope, with the possible

exception of wage and tenant groups, as the average per

ke
D

sleeping room and per bed runs Ffairly h e

o

!
by
-
O
>4
g
©
f
i~
o
a)

wage and tenant families.

HOUSES HAVING SPECIFIZD NUKBER OF ROQMS
Table 104

Nearly a fourth of the owner houses had six or

‘more rooms, and nearly three-fourths had five or more

rooms. Three-tenths of the tenant femilies had dwellings
of four or more rooms and three-foﬁrths of five or more
rooms - ‘MOIe than forty per cent of the Contractiand wage
houses had only two rooms, while less than one in twelve
had as mahy as five rooms. Some of the larger houses in-
éluded in this contract and wage group were occupied by
wage femilies. More than one-fourth of all houses of this

(52) Children owrking on farms in certain sections of the
Western Slope, of Colorado, rage 72.

.
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study had but two rooms, while less than a third had five

Or TMOre TOoOoWS.

Hore than one-half of the contract families lived
in either one or two rooms houses and nearly four-Tifths

3

1is is

o
¥

lived in no more than three rooms. Contrasted to

I~ ‘
<
fde

ived in

the owner families, only one-eighth of whict

the tenant

N

one, two,ior three room housés; one-tentn o
families 1lived in houses of three rooms or léss. Only

four contract and wage families had houses of eight or more
roonms .

When we remember that the contract families were
geherallv as large or larger than those of the growers,
thé necessarily crowded concition of the former in these
very-much smaller houses becomes self-evident -

Says Professofs Abbott and loutner, "Those living
in one-room houses had to use this one room for sleéping,
cooking, eating and living. Families of eleven to Tour-
teen were living under these conditions. There were twentfa
seven families of from three to fourteen persons living in
one rbomﬂhouses. |

"Tn the two room houses conditions would also be

‘over~crowded for s large family, and there were many femi-

lies living in such houses. Thus, there were 57 families
of sic persons or over, including three families of ten

persons each, and one family of twelve living in two-

~
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room houses.® (53)

Professor Coen continues in the éame manner;
“There are two groups of people concened with this {hou-
sing) situation. There is the group that is us€d to Jjust
such conditions, and find conditions neilither better nor
worse in the shacks. Then there is the group that have
better conditions the rest .of the year, and sppreciate
some of the refinements and comforts of a home'during
the months of their heavy toil.® (54)

As is elsewhere ﬁentioﬁed, the housing sitﬁation
in the Arkansas Valley an& on the ¥Western Slope is some-
what worse than in the other districts. It can be said
very emphatically that the cfowded livingiconditiéns of
the contract families,iesﬁecially; are bad. These con-
ditions need to be materiaiiy-improved if these rural
families gre to meet the demands‘énd requiremehts of

proper "American standards of living.".

 HOUSES HAViNG SPECIFIED NUMBER OF SLEEPING ROOMS
N Tableg 100
More than two-thirds of the owner and nearly
 two-thirds of the tenant families had three or more
sleeping rooms per house; léss than one-sixth of the con-

tract and wage families had as many as three sleeping rooms

(53) - Child labor in Agriculture and farm life in the
Arkansas Valley of Colorado, Preliminary report, page 146,
{54) Children working in the sugar beet fields of certain
sections of Northern Colorado, Preliminary report, pages
77-8. '



per house. Iwo-Tifths of the contract families had but
one sleeping room and nearly one-half more haG owut TwWo
sleeping rooms.

1t should be remembered thst many of these so-

called sleeping rooms were so becaguse of necessity. The
house that had but one or two rooas were regulred to con-

vert the kitichen into a sleeping Toon.

If th amilies irom the Western Slope District

[¢d]
Hy

were included in the gbove results, there is_every reason
to beslieve that the Tigures would show a =lig
crowded condition.
Tne moral effecis of such crowded conditions as
found in this study are of grestest moment. kgny times
it was necessary ior acoliescennt bo,s and girls to occuxny
the same sleeping quarters --- the same rooms if not

™

the same beds. There was little opportunity for any
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degree of privacy. Jften tw
ing together were Iorced to put their children into
these very close cuarters, making living conditions stiil
more crowded.

A little later we shall see other evil effects
and results of over-crowting. The view is held by many

people that extmme conditions of over-crowding occur

only in the tenement districts of our larger cities. Even

in the slwns conditions are frequently not as bad as
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we find it among many of our contract femilies. There
is an unwholesome degree of crowdin ng in many of the wage,
tenant and owner families of this study.

Professor Mangold says of the results of over-
crowding in the slums, wihich in many ways is not more
detrimental to the child's health than crowded rural con-
ditions, “Thé bad housing conditions of the poor also
undermine.the health of the childrem. To some exitent in-
ferior housing is 2 reflection of the poverty of the Deo-
ple, agdggwefty, hot<housing, should be charged w;tﬁ the
resulis, Overcrowding, however, no matter how caused,
does result in an increased child mortality.®

The noxious influence of over crowcizg ipon the
life and health of the young child is well know.® (55)
Reform in housing cbnditions wherever overcrowdiﬁg océurs
is badly nceded. The housesd shoﬁid
larged to care for these large beet-working families.
SIZE OF FAMILY AND THE NUMBER OF SLEEPING ROOMS
BY TENURE
(LESS THE FAMILIES Oﬂ THE WaSTERW SLOPE DISTRICT)
Table 106-and 108
SLEEPING ROOM COWDITIONS OF OWHRR FAMIT.IES
A glance at table 106 immediately reveals the fact
that overcrowding is not a major evil among the owner fam-

ilies. There are twelve families with six members and

(65) - Hangold, George B. Problems of Child Welfare,
rages 85, 86 and 89, '
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each family with but two bedrooms. There are also twenty-
two families with six members and three bedrooms per fam-
ily. In only 6.7 per cent of all owner families is there
but one sleeping room. Slightly over 25 per cent of the
owner families had two sleeplng-rooms, and more than three-
eighths had three sleeping rboms. More than three of every
ten of the owner families had four or more sleepning rooms.
One—fourth of the owner femilies had six members
and nearly one-~fourth more had four or five members. Ekiore
than one-hglf of the owner families consisted of six mém-

bers or less, wnile bubt seven owner families had more than

eleven members in the family.

SIEEPING ROCHM CONDITIONS OF TENANT FAMITIES

TablelO7shows that there was a sreat deal smaller
per cent of tenant families of six members or less than
there was of owner families. Sixteen tenant families oxr
about five per cent ofrall tenant families had more than
eleven members, which was a somewhat larger percentage
than for owner families.

A smaller per cent of tenant than owner families
had one sleeping room, but a larger per cent of tenant
than owner families had two and three sleeping rooms;
there was a correspondingly smaller per ceunt of tenant

than owner families having more than three sleeping rooms.
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‘A slightly larger per cent of tenant than owner familieg

had six bedrooms.

SLEEPING ROQK COWDITIONS OF CONTRACT AND WAGE FAMITIES
Table 108 shows the crowded conditions existing

among the contract families. Wearly 40 per cent of the se
families were found to have but one sleeping room and an-
other 45 per cent had only two sleeping rooms. Scarcely
2 per cent of the contract and wage families had more than
three sleeping roowms, while nearly 85 per cent had less
than three sleeping rooms.

A Tew more thian one-third of the contract and
wage families were of six members or less and one-twentieth
were twelve or more members in size. This gives us a
larger per cent of contract than tenant but a much small-
er per cent of contract than owner, families with six or
less members. A somewhat larger per cent of contract than
tenant and a considerably larger per cent of contract than
owner families, had twelve or more members per family.

NUMBER OF SLEEPING ROOMS AND THE NUMBER OF
PERSONS IN THE HOUSEHOLD: ALL FPAMILIES
Table 109

Less than one-tenth of the families in three

districts had more than three sleeping rooms each; one-

Tfourth had but one sleeping room; and less than two-

o
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fifths kad two sleeping rooms. Hearly two-thirds of the
femilies had either one or two rooms for sleeping purposes.
Less than two-fifthe of all families had six members or
less, and fewer than one-twentieth had twelve or more
me%bers. Three-fifths of all féﬁilies had between six

and nine members, pér family.

Conclusions:

Professors Abbott and kioutner very well sum up
the conditions of sleeping gquarters in the Arkansas Valley
and ag the conditions are similar throughout €11 districts
studied their interpretation is given below.

| "WMost of 'the owner and renter families had two
and three sleeping rooms. Where owners had two sleeping
rooms, there was --~-- overofowﬁng in some of the families
---4A few owner families with three sleeping rooms were

overarowded .—-—--—

"The worst conditions of overgrowding were found
among the contract and wage families.’ Ixtreme conditions
were represented by families of 7 to 14 persons in one
sleeping room.% (56)

The o%ermmwdedconditions among many of fhe con-
tract and wage and some of the tenant end owner families

were extremely bad. As mentioned elsewhere, one of the

most damaging effects of such conditions is the lack of a

(56) - Child labor durdgriculture and farm life in the
Arkansas Valley of Colorado, Preliminary, report, page






chance for privacy and the accompaning evils of a lowered
moral standard. ‘lhe physical uncomforts, if not absolute
i1l effects, of such conditions must not be left out of

consideration. When co

1fronted with an epicdemic suoﬁﬁas
ihfluenza the chances of, end opportunity for, combating
the disease are greatlynreduoed among the families suffer-
ing from overcrowding, as compared to those free from such
a condition. The fact that more serious conseguences have
not followed in the wake of this overorowding must be |
largely attributed to good fortune. It will be remembered
(see table 77) that z far larger average number of child-
ren have died among the contract families than among any
other economic group. It‘is reasonable to suppose that the
crowded condition has had something to do with this high

7

mortality rate. (Although even under similar condition

a,

we would expect a higher death rate among the families with
the highest birth rate. )

Many\of the contract shacks are only considered
as t@nporary buildings but nevertheless they are used from
year to yéar as human habitations. <The economic group
with the largest families should not be required to occupy
houses one-half or less iﬁ slze to those of economic groups
with smaller families.

The following description of living conditions

in the Colorado beet fields is taken from a report by the
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Children's Bureau, United Stztes Depsriment of Lebor.
(57)”.Many of the beet :iela laporers! families lived un-

der such conditions of overcrowding that all comiort and

AV

convenlence nad to be sacriiicsd and no nrivaocy wes vossi-
ble. There were 520 Tamilies, amounting to 70 per cent of
che total uumber, with ©wo OI WOre pPEersons .0 & room Only

£l wmer ccnt reported Le.s TN (WO persons

cer room. Al-
most neli were iiving with three or more persons -0 a room.
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per ramily occupled two-room uvellings. Among .hem were

94 hougeholds oi more than ¢ members each and 14 of 10 or
more esch; the latter included one rnousenold in which there
vere owo families, and arnother consisting of tharee fam.lies.
This meeans that from threse to seven wersons nad to sleep

in esch of the two rowms, one oi which nad to be used
kitchen and a living room. IFifty femiiies, consis
from 3 to 1l persons per familiy, lived in one room. Cne

these households included a fatiier, his son and daugancer,

eaclh over 10 years of age, a younger cnild and a

16 wio helped the family with the beet T
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THE CHILDREN'S DIET
A study'was made of the diet of.the children.
Such iéems‘were inciluded in the guestionaire as the use of
meét, (fresh and cured); vegetables, (fresh and canned);
fruit (fresh and canned); butter, eggs, lunches, extent
of use of milk and'coffee; end whether or,nét the family
had a garden and a potato patch.

Due to different methods used in gathering and
tabulating the material by surveyors inthe various dis-
tricts; only a brief summery of the general results Wiil
be given. Only tables on the use of milk and the poss-
ession of garders and potato patches will be used.

USE OF HILK IN THE CHILDREN'S DIET

liost of the children drank milk; the per cent
being much higher among the owner and tenant children
than among the contract and wage children. A large.
number of parents reported that their children did not
care for milk, although there was always plenty of it.
sany grower children were reported as drinking milk but
once or twice a day. Iany contract families never had
fresh milk for their children; others bought canned milk,
Thé Bxtension Service of the Agricultural College has,
through its clubs, literature, and the like meterially
alded a greater use of milk by the rural families of

the sitate..



GENERAL USE OF MILK IN THE FAMILY DIET
Table 110
Nearly all of thé owner and tenant femilies owm-

ed cows; thus they had their own milk. Slightiy‘over five
Per ceﬁt of the tenant families bought their milk, dne-
half of.the contract familiesibought millk, one-fourtn owned
cows, one-tenthh had milk'given them by the farmer for whom
they Woéked; and one-seventlr used novfresh milk whatsoever
in their diet. Nearly three-fifths of the wage families
had their 6wn~cows, two-sevenths bought milk, and one-
geventh had milk given them. For all families of this
study more than.Vuper cent used no milk, (practically_all
being contract femilies) more than 5 per cent had milk
giveh them, more than one-fourth bought milk and three-fourths
owned milk cows, the gréat majority of whom were growers.

Many of the grower families throughnout the re-
gions of this study produced a considerably guantity bf
milk not only for their oﬁn use, but to sell to the near-
by creamerieg and condensaries. A special effort has been
put forth by banks and stores in many sections of the state
to get the farmers to raise more milk cows. Such slogans
as "Milk more cows, they are mortgage lifters® are com-
monly seen in the bank and store windows. As a result of

this drive for more milk cows their has been considerably

increased interest in cairying. Especlally during the winter
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months when time hengs hesvy on many farmer's hands and the
income has nearly, if not cuite cessed, the sale of milk
gives a very welcome supplementary income.

the Colorado Agri-

£

The ZIxtension Service o
cultural College has, 5y mesns of en intensive campaign
of education, principally directed through the chennels
of boys and girls' clubs, womers' clubs, tae publication
of literature by the college, etc., greatly encouraged and
increased the use of milk in the diets of the rural Tfami-
lies of the state. liot only has the use of more milk
purposes been encouraged, but also a grester
use of milk in the general preparation of the foods. Fresh
milk is recognized by all comnetent authorities as being
necessary in the diet of growing childrem. With large
quantities of milk being produced throuzhout the regions
of this study, much more could and should be diverted to

the channel of human nutrition.

USE OF COFIEE IN THE CHILIREN'S DIuET
Fewer children drank coffee than drank milk. In

many cases a child that oid not drink milk drank coffee

oY)

instead. Many parents preferred that their children d4igd

not drink coilte and strongly discouraged the habit. In

other cases coifee was the stavle drink of the Tanily
i v 3

especially during beet work.
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"USES OF LUNCHES

It was a common custom, especially smong the
Russian-German families, to take s mid-forenoon or mid-
afternoon lunch to the field. This custom was apparent-
ly brought from Europe. Iiany families hﬁd luhchgboth in
the fore and afternoon; dthers only once a day. It was
during beet work, especially, that the lunch was such an
important item of the diet. The lunch was seldowm used
while working in the hay, grain, etc. Nearly two-fifths
of'the owner; nearly three-fifths of the éeﬂant,‘ana"near—

1y one-half of the contract families in the Northern,

ck

Northeastern and Arkansas Valley Districts took lunches

to the fields.

USE OF BUTTER

Buiter was usuaily a summer luxury with thé
contract families as Tfew had means of keeping it cool or
fresh. Most contract families bought butter during their
weekly Saturday trips to town end it would usually last
into the fore part of the following week.

There were few of the grower families that did
not have butter most of the tiﬁe. lany of them made their
own butter, and those that had to buy usually had a bet-

ter place to keep it than did the contract families.
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USE OF EGGS
Bggs were almost universally used by the families
of all economic groups throughout the territory of this
study. Eggs largely took the place of meat in the diet.
There was little difference between the economic groups &s
regards the use of eggs. All groups averaged eggs in the
diet about once a day. The Mexican contract families

seemed espécially fond of eggs.

USE OF M AT

Pork was the favorite meat used by all economic
groups in this study. Beef was Irequently used among the
owner and tenant families. Xutton was 1little used, and
ghickens were occasionglly eaten in place of‘other meat.
More cured mezst was eaten during the summer than was
fresh meat, The inability to keep it for any length of
time, and the infreguent trips to town to purchase fresh
supplies, largely prevented the use of other forms of meat.

Many of the grower and some of the contradt and
Wage-f;milies butchered their own meat, principally pork.
Tonls supnly of cured mest often kept the family's larder
“well stocked for most of the year. Few of the lexican
families did their own butchefing, or in fact, used much
meat. A favorite meat sWwatitute of the Mexican families
was chili. Mexican chili consists of beauns, peppers,

other vegetable foods and chovped meat, if available.
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Chili as prepared by the Eexicans makes a very palatable

though a hot-tasting dish.

Table 111
FPANILIES HAVING GARDENS AND POTATO PATCHES

Garden Potato Pal ches

Tenure Humber

o of fam- number percent number percent

ilies

Owner 347 335 93.2 191 b3.5
Tenant 435 293 20.3 166 38.2
Contract 779 468 - 60.1 41 5.3
Wage 35 23 65.4 13 37.1
Total 1606 1217 5.7 411 25.6

We see ffom table 111 that more than 90 per cent
of both oﬁner and tenant families had gardens, and 6ver
60 per cent of the contract and wage families hal gardens.

Slightly over one-hglf of the ovner and nearly
two-fifths of the tenant and Wage families had potato
patches.  This makes a ratio of families having poitato
patches of ten owner to one contract, and, seven tenant
 and wage to one contract.

In many sections of the state potatoes are not
‘cormonly raised, but in parts of the Northern, North-
ecastern and throughout the Western Slope Districts, potatoes

are widely grown. The potato, where it can be successfully
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and economically grown, makes g very valuable aduition to
the family larder. This being true, it seems to the writ-~

eat-

o
5

er that a special e€ffort should be made to induce a

ies

fesd

er use of tnis valuapie food crop. The contract. fami
especially, =re in need of making use of'any’cheap, whole-
some food which it is 7possible for them %0 secure:

'hany of the contract families do not move onto
the beet-contract until late May or early June azné beet
work usually starts immediately afterward. This gives the
contract family little or no time to properly start a
garden and plant such staple products as notatoes. The
expenses of the contract family would be greatly reduced
and the faimer'would be doing a real act of kindness, if,
prior to the time the contract family moved to the beet
field, the farmer would plant a garden th=t could be
regsonably well cared for by the contract family. This
could ve done at the same time that the farmer planted his
own. garden and the time and expense consumed in starting
the additional garden would be slight.

The garden»started for the contract family need
not be near that of the grower's, but it should be on
good soil and available for ir;igation water, and be so
located that it would be conveniently looked after. Con-
tract families frequentily complained that their gardens

were planted too late to be of any use except to supply
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a very limited variety of vegetables.

Others said that their gardens were so located
that it was impossible to irrigate them. In other cases
the femilies said they did not have time to tend -their
gardens. |

“A study conducted in HNebraska in 1923 revealed
the following facts in regards to gardens'an@ the general
dief of beet-working families. "One fetor which draws
contract lgbor families to the counitry is a belief - that
they will be able to produce a major part of their living
witlile there, inclucding a bountiful supply of fresh milk,
egegs and vegetables. Careful inquiry was made of each
family as to garden, number of cows, pigs, and fowls
owned by it. 1In this way it was possiblé to determine
with a reascnable degree of accuracy whether the family
was able to produce the major part of its living or not.

Not all contract familieé had gardens, although
they were generally provided with a plot for a garden.

Some Tamilies came to the Tields too late to plant them.

b

Others were prdvided with a plot of ground on which they
did not think a garden would grow. Still others lost their
gerdensthrough ravages of farm animals or fowls, through
drowning out by heavy rainms, or by heail. Some of the famn-
ilies reported that aftgr working long hours in the field

they were too tired to care for gardens of their own. In

all 226 families, or roughly three-fourths, had some sort



of & garden, while 71, or one-fourth, had not. Seven-

teen had potato patches large enough to be enumer ated

separately. (58)

2

USE OF VEGETABILIES. .

Hany of the femilies of this study had no gardens.
This was especially true of the contract families. Ag a
direct consequence of the scarcity of gardens there was‘
an apparent lack of vegetable food in the diet. This was

i
more true of canned than of fresh vegetables. Eaﬁy fam=
ilies in a postion to’Caq or otherwise. preserve vegetablés
and fruit for winter and ne%i summer's use, failed to do
50«

Fresh vegetables were eaten on an average cf more
than once a day; canned vegetabl@sxvere eaten over one-
helf as often as fresh. ﬁany families, especially HMexi-
can, used no canned vegetsbles. -Potatoes were used by
most femilies. The other principal vegetables used were:

beans, onions, peas, peppers, turnips, etc. A larger pef

cent of owner than tenant or contract families used veg-

_etables; fewer contract than tenant families used veg-

etables, and less frequently.

USE COF FRUIT
Little fresh fruit was used excépt during the

(68) Children working in the sugar beet fields of the
North Platte Valley of Nebraska, pages 55-56.



fresh fruit season. Some few families made a practice

of buying oranges and bananas. The Western Slope 1is a
welknown fruit district and it would naturally be ex-
pected that the families in that part of the stazte would
use more fruit, than the families in the other éistricts,
which was true. In Northern, Horthesstern and the Ark-
ansas Valley Distticts, apples, cherries and the berry
fruits are common during July and August and many families
did includ these fruits in their diets when theyv were in
season. Nany of the grower families raised some fruits,
usually in g small patch for their own use. Others bought
quantities of fruit to can, although this was noct a very
common practice. There was an evident lack of fruilt in
the diet of the contract families even during the part of
the season when fruit was going to waste on many oi the
nearby farms.

All_in all, it can be said that the Tarm fam-
ilies of the four districts surveyed in this study were
far from utilizing to the fullest extent the ability
and opgortunity of their farms to produce for them a
cheap and very wholesome living. Many farms did not have
a fruit patch, the lack of which caused an.added expense
on the family budget. There could profitably be more
vegetablesrraised on the farms and canned for winter

use. +f properly managed the contract families, many of



them at leést, could greatly reduce their living ex-
penses by using in the diet m many of the cheaper but«éx-
tremely wholesome fruits and vegetables growvm in the com-
munity. The preceding suggesting applies to theggrower

as well as to the contract ahd wage families, although not

to as great an extent.

WATER SUPPLY
Table 112
Approximetely one-fifth of the owner, oneleiglth

of the tenant, one-ninth of the wage and pne-t_1 rty-third

o

of the contract families had water in the house. In the

5

majority of cases the water was held in cisterns, al-

‘.._I

1y in

o
Jde

though a considerable number of families, spe
al

the Northeastern District, had welils, A small pe cent of

the families secured their water direct from ditches, a
larger per cer . of wage families than those of any other
tenure secured their drinking water in this fashion. A

small per cent of the families secured their water 'in

2

various other ways: some kept it in cans, other in

barrels, others hauled the water from town and used it

directly from the tank wagon, and one family used spring

ERR)

weter. Nearly all the families in the Northeastern Dig-

)

trict used well water, wi:ich, though perhaps of a poor

taste, was pure.



There were at least two common ways of securing
cistern water. ©One was to hgul the water from a neaiby
town and put it into a cistern. This was the almost uni-
versal custom in the Northern District, where the water
was piped to the towns from the mountein streams and was 0F
the very best gquality. The other way was to fi11l the cis-
terns from the irrigation ditches before the time of the
spring freshets when the water is clean and cold. This
was frequently done on the yestern Slope.

The securing of a proper and adequate watér
supply is @ reul problem in the Arkansas Valley. 3Sav
Professors Abbott and kioutner, #In the territory covered
by this stuay the securing of aﬁ atequate supply of water
is always a problem. It lies in a semi-arid district lack-
ing natural springs and rivulets. The Arkansas river
water at most gecasong of the year cannot be used because
of alkali. The result is that many of the farms and
communities depend upon a supply of water hauled in from
the outside in wagons. these wagons secure the water from
the larger towns--where artesian wells have been drilled.
-1t 1is brought to the farms once or twice a week and kept
in cisterns sunk in the ground. —= - A concrete cistern
will kee? the water fresh and pure but few cisterns are of
concrete. COrdinarily they are of WOQd; Trequently in a
more or less decaying condition, permitting leaking of the

water, or the seepage in of impurities from the nearby

»



toilets. Looking down into many of these cisterns, one
may see occasionally living creatures, tin cans, fruit
peelings, rinds, and similsr matter on the bottom.

"In general, there wes little differenée between
the conditions of water supply among the. economic groups.

Six femilies, or 1.8 per cent depended upon
irrigation ditches. This latter is a dangerous source of
sup. ply, belng conveyed across the countiry in open ditches,

passing close to houses, unprotected in any way from con-

"o

I

adiination and frequently muddy." (59)

o I

Says mr. Gibbons in speaking of the water supply

H

on the Western Slope, 'Ten contract families got thei
drinking water from an irrigation ditch throughout the

entire year or the part of the year they were in the com-

munity. About half of thes owuner famillies wilo had cisterns

o

filled them by letting the water run in from the irriga-
tion ditches, and the remainder hauvled water from nearby
towns. A large part of the families get Their drinking

water from irrigstion ditches. Those wao £ill their

cisterns from ditches usually do so early in the Sprin

0}2)

0

_while the water coming from the mountoins is still cold

and before the spring freshets set in. «hile, taking the
water from the open ditches would ordinarily raise a guestion

as to its purity, yet no epidemic of diseases usually assoc-
iated with impure water was reported.® (60)

(69)-Child labor in agriculture and farm life in the Arkan-
sag Valley of Colorado, Prellmlnary report, pages 15R-3.
(60)— Children working on farms in certain sections of the
Western Slope of Colorado, pages 60-61
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Another problem in connection with the water sup-
‘ply is tne distance that the water has to be carried. BSuch
a task usually devolves upon the women gnd younger children.

Savs Professor Coen, "The owner or renter and the contract

-

In such cases, the cistern is a2lmost inverizbly located at

the owner or renter house, and consequently necessitates the

T or & consgiderable dis-~

th

®
=
Ay
sy
®
L]

contract family carryin

U8}

tance. In some cases, even the long distances, the waiter wa
carried in buckets. There were no cans or barrels for‘larger
amounts. In every instance, the oontf&ct families were the
ones that had to carry the water the long distances. " (61)
The contract families had to carry their water an
average distance of more tiign iive times‘tnat of any other
tenure. The owner, tenant and wage families each averaged
very nearly the same distance fr&m thelr houseg to the water
supply. These are, of course, only the approxomate average

distances that the water had to be carried as judged by the

different survey workers.

o

Jith a slight expense of both time and money bet-
ter water facilities could be supplied many of these contract
families, and many of the grower families as well, thus re-
moving many dange.s to health. A good and pure water supply
is one of the most vital health necessities of which we know.
The situation as regards the watef supoly for dom-

(61) Children Working on Farms in Certain Sections of the
Western Slope of Colorado, Page 74.
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estic purposes varied greatly in
of this study. The situation was guite favorable in the
Jorthern and Northeastern Districts. Conditions were much

worse in the Arkansas Vglley and were not what woulda be

L4 -
¥
19

desifed on the Western Slope. uiagny families with cisterns
are extremely careless sboutv maintaining a pure water
supply. Refuse from the hands of members of the family
are often permitted to drop into the cistern and rot.

Apples, tin canes, etc. are frequently dropped into these

e 1o

Q.»

cisterns by -the children without any effort being ma

I3

recover the articles. VWith this degree of careleséness
that exists 1t issurprising that more ill-effects do not
The situation of drinking water in Horthern and
Northeastern Colorado is well told in the following United
States Department of Labor, "As most of the beet farms of
Weld and Larimer Counfies lié in irrigated lands to which
water is Brought from some distance, in many cases the
supply of drinking Watei had to be hauled from the nearest
town, distances varying from half & mile to 6 or 7 miles.
.Over half the contract lgborer's families reported the use
of water stored in cisterns, which were sometimes very
dirty. Complaints of the water were frequently made.
Water brought from a distance is not likely to be plenti-

ful. A scant water supply increases tuie work of the house



wife and is bound to result in lower standards of clesn-

liness on ‘the part of the family. (62)

BATH AWD TOILZT FACZIITIES
Table 113

Nearly twelve per cent of the owner families had
installed bath tubs. The per cent of homes of other than
ovner tenure with bath tubs was very small, especially
contract and tenant. Among the owner families only, was
there an appreciable number of inside toilets.

Hearly all of the toilets were of the ordinary
ourside privy tynme, common throughout all rural suburban
districts without sewer facilities. Professor Coen says
very empheatically of the toilet facilities of these fam;
ilies, "The toilets uader the survey were all kinds, Tfrom
no toilev at all to the crudest that could be put up,
open to flies, minus doors, roor, or boards from the gides
and filthy in the eﬁtreme, to well comnstructed buildings,
fly tight and clean as may be. Toilets are located with
little consideration of privacy or sanitation. OUne
needs but travel the roads of our study to note the in-
difference to such matters.® (63)

Writing in very much the same mamer says Pro-
fessors Abbott and Houtner of toilet conditions in the
(62)- Child labor and the work of Mothers in the beet
fields of Colorado and Michigan, page 68.

(63)= Child working in the sugar beet fields of certain

sections of Northern Colorado, Preliminery Report, pages
70-80. ' ’
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Arkansas Valley, "The toilets were the usual unsanitary
outhouses charactéristic of rural communities. . The toilet
facilities for the contract and wage families were ex-
tremelj poor. There were seven of the contract and wage
families with no facilities. On the average, two or
three families had to use the same toilet. In some czses
as many as ten families were dependent ui.on one. MMany
of these were in poor repair, being crude shacks of patch-
ed lumber and without doors and seats.’ (64)

Kiss Brown remarks of toilet éonditions in the
Northeastern District; "Tollets in the open couniry were
often. inadeguate and uﬁsanitary. The kind most gen-

umbe

H

, €S-

j

erally used was the out-door, open privy. A

e noth-

H

peclally those used by contract labor families, we
ing more than makeshifts of sheetiron,tar-vaper or gunny
sacks, with neither seats nor doors.® (85)

Toileté for owner families évéraged one each,
for tenant and contract only seven toilets For ten

families snd for the wage femilies lightiy better. For

42}

all families the average was eight toilets for ten fam-
ilies. Iearly two and one-half per cent of the con-

" tract families reported as having no toilet facilities.
One owmer, and three tenant families reported no toilets.

(64) - Work of children in agriculture and farm life in
the Arkansas Valley of Colorado, Preliminsry Report,
Pgfes 151-R2.

(65)~ Children working in the sugar b=et fields of cer-
tain districts of the South Platte Valley, Colorado,
Yreliminary report, page 96.



One and four-tenths per cent of all the families in the
study reported having no toilet facilities.

There can surely be little reason or excuse Ior

n

these families not having sanitary toilets. There 1is
still less of an excuse for having no toilets at all. If
a toilet is in proper condition there can be little ob-
jection to more than one family using it, but there is a
decided objection to regquiring the contract . worker and
his family to use a delzpidated, inadeguate and unsanitary
privy. Both the contractor and grower Ifamilies are Irespon-
sible for this comndition. It would take very little time
and effort to comstruct for-the contract families a rea-
sonably substantial tollet. There need be no expense
attached, as there is always sufflcient materisl abdut the
ordinary farm for such purposes.

kany of the Mexican fsmilies came from locali-
ties where they had been uséd to no better conditions
than they were recelving. These people huve always
maintained a low standard.of living. A majority of con-
tract families, however, are accustomed to better con-
ditions than they find when they move to the beet con-
tract. Tt is admitted that sanitation in the rural dis-
tricts is not what it is in our towns and cities (aside
from the siums aund tenements). 1t is perhaps more diffi-

cult to have proper sewerage disposal in the country
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than in the city, but this fact does not excuse these

rural families from having sanitary toilets. The condi-

tion should be greatly improved among the grower

=
1

e

amilies,

who should in turn see that the proper conditions. are

provided for their contract beet workers.

1.

| SUMMARY
A majority of the owner and tenant houses were in good
or fair condition; most of the contract houses were in
fair or poor condition.
Many Mexican contract families are now being houéed in

adobe colonies; most of the Russian-Germsn contract.

"Tamilies have homes in settlements on the oubtskirts

of towns in beet-growing districts.
Most of the owner, tenant and waze houses had shade;

less than one-half of the contract houses had suade.

Nearly all owner and tenant houses were quite well

located as to sanitation; many of the contract and wage
houses were in very'unsanita&y locations.

The doors and windows of many houses of all tenures

were unscreened br poorly.screened. The doors and
windows of the contract houses were in somewhat worse
condition than those of owner and tenant families. The
windows of many contract houses were only one-half size.
A large majoiity of the contract houses of this study

were entirely inadequate for the size of families Foused
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in them. The most crowded conditions were frequently
encountered. The houses of the owner and tenant fam-
ilies were genérally aquite satisfactory.

The samll size of many contract houses necessitated
many persons, often adolesent cnildren of both sexes,
sleeping in the same room. The ownér and tenant
houses were usually of,such size as to afford rea-
sonable sleeping accorrnodations.

lwilk wag lacking in the diet of many children in all

<

economic groups, but especially those of contract

=k
9

=]
|}

=
ja]

ilies. Nearly all owner and tenant families were

a position to encourage the drinking of more milk by

- their children. A detinitecampaign for the use of

more milk in the diets of the farm familieg through-
our the regions of this study 1is adviseable.

Eggs were frequently used by many families of all
tenures. Iteat was a food seldom eaten by contract

families during the summer months. Due to the bet-

-ter means of keeping foods in a fresh state, and also

to better finances, the grower families ate more mesgh
than did the contract families.

Fruit was eaten infrequently by most families of all
tenures, excépt during periods when fresh cherries,
strawberries, raspberries, apples, stc. could be pick-

ed, or bought from nearby farmers.
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Full advantage was not tsken bf the opportunity to grow
garden truck, Most owner and tensant fzmilies had-a -
garden but a much smaller per cent of contract families
had gardens. The variety of vegetables grown'could

be greatly improved by the addition of potato patches,

etc.

had their

[9)]

Wearly all of the owner and tenant familie
own milk; most of the contract families either bought

milk or had it given them by the farmers for whom they

‘were working. Iany contract families did not usze milk

in the diet.

The water supply of most families of all tenures was
good in the Northern and Northeastern Districts. Um
the Western élope and in the Arkansass Valley the source
of the water supply was often unsatisfactory but no
cases of epideamics had occurred recently. The dis-
tance that contract families had to carry waier was
usually much greater than that for grower families.
This was due fo the well or cistern being generally
located near the house of the grower.

Proper bath énd toilet facllities were very limited
among the families of this study. There were few
bath tubs or inside foilets. Many of the oustaide
toilets among all economic groups, bulb especially of

contract families were in a very unsanitary condition.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECCIHMENDATIONS

The general housing conditions of the contract
families throughout the entire region of this study were
almost ﬁnbelievably bad. The houses were often small,
frequently but one or two roomrshacks; many were 1in very
poor repalr, with doors and windows often %ery poorly‘
screened or not screened at all; many of the windows
were only of half size and averaging few to each house.
The‘rooms were usually small, and being few in number,
a serious amount of over-crowding existed. Many contract
families of large size ate and slept in but one or two
rooms. When such large Tamilies as were freguently found
in this survey are forced to occupy one or two sleeping
rooms the dangers to health and morals can scarcely be es-
timated. This is especially true when the occupants are
adolesent boys and girls. Many in%estigations have shown
that serious health conditions often accompany over-crowding.

It will be recalled that one of the recommendations
at the end of Section II on Children's Work ( page 105 ) was
that the duties of truant officers be extended from nine to
twelve months so as to care for the welfare of rural children.
Thése truant officers should be given authority to condem an
house considered unsanitary or dangerous to morals. Either
the o0ld house would have to be re-built or an entirely new
one constructed . Every farmer should be required to provide

a home for his beet help which would allow at least one room



for every four members, besides a kitchen. Thig surely
would still leave a crowded condition but a vast improve-
rent over that which we have at »present. ' |

In addition to improving the housing condition
each farm should be required to provide his beet help
with sanitary water and toilet facilit s.%

State interference should be required only in
cases where the situation is undoubtedly detrimental to
the safety of the citizens of the state. We have such a
case in the hou ng of contract femilies throughout the
beet-growing sections of Colorado.

Publication number 115, Children’'s Bureau,
United States Department of Labor gives the followinge as =

tag

minimunm standard for housing among beet-working families.

"A generally accepted standard of comfort and decency re-

i
quires in addition to a kitchen and a living room, a bed-

&

room for the parents and one for the children of each sex,
a minimum; even for temporary guarters, would be one room
in addition to the necessary bedrooms. .
"Although the outdoor life possibly renders such
conditions of crowding less intolerable and perhaps less
injurious to health than they would be in & city, the
moral dangers for growing boys and girls involved in
spending six months a year in guarters where practically
no privacy is possible is no less great than if they lived

in a crowded city tenement.®



i
&
LN

(66)

The growihg of more ahd better ga.rdens should
be encouraged, as a great reduction in the living exX-
penses of the farm families of this study, especlally con-
tract, could(be accomplished by the growing of more and a
larger variety of vegetables. A healthier and more bal-
anced diet would surely result from an Intensive education-
al campaign for more and better gardens. This could be
done through the Extension Service of the Agricultural
College.

Milk is not used to as great an extent as 1t
couid and should be used. A greater use of milk would not
oniy reduce somewh:t the cost of living but would improve
the general diet.

Rural hesglth conditions:are generally worse than
urban, as has been shown by numerous surveys that have
been made within recent years. fuch effort has recently
been expended in Improving rural health conditions in

America. Let us continue the work of educating the rural

Q

peoples of Colorado towards a higher standard of livin

-

G

By so doing we shall develop a happier and more healthy
citizenry.

(66) - Child Labor and the Work of Mothers in the Beet
Fields.of Colorado and Michigan, pages 117-118.



General Summary

1. Colorado ranks first among the states of the
American Union as a producer of beet sugar. The groﬁing
of sugar beets and the manufacture of beet sugar are two
of the leading industries of the state of Colorado.

2. Approximately 5500 children working in agri-
culture were studied in the beet-growing districté of
Colorado. Approximetely one-fifth of these child work-~
ers are below the age of ten years. A large number of
these children work many dajs and often ten or more ﬁours
per day during the growing and harvesting seasons. lany
children work but few days and for only a few hours per
day. The older children average more days oi Woik and a
longer working day than do the younger children.

3, Hlost of the work performed by children in
agriculture in the beet-growing diétricts of Colorado is
in the beet hand processes. Comparatively few contract
but many owner and tenant children do other farm work
than that in the beet hand processes. Except in hay few

children in the districts studied do team work in agri-

culture.

4. The loss of school by rural children in the
beet-growing districts of Colorado is very large. A large
percentage of this school loss is due to work, especially

in the beets. A much larger per cent of contract than
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owner or tenant children missed school to work and for a
much gregter length of time. Next to work, sickness cau-
sed the greatest amount of school loss. Indifference and
moving also accounted Tor much loss of school time.

5. The retardation among rural children in the
beet-growﬁng districts of Colorado is very large. This
retardation is much greater among contract than among
owner or tenant children. The retardation is much greater
among children of Gpanish or kKexican descent than it is
among any other national or economic group. HMany child-
ren were found to be three or more years benind their
~proper grade in school.

6. Nearly all of the contract beet-working
families in Colorado are of Russian-German, Spanish or
Mexican descent. The Russian-German beet labor is of a
much older and more experienced nature than is the Span-
ish and lMexican labor.

7. Contract beet laborers are migrants; this
is more t rue of the Spanish and Mexican labor than of the
Russian-German. The sugar companies are endeavoring to
establish adobe colonies in the beet-growing districts
as a means of stabilizing the Spanish and Mexican con-
tract labor. The Russian-Germans have established
colonies or settlements of their own on the ouiskirts

of many towns in the beet-growing districts of the state.



8. The average yearly income of contract labor
families is sﬁall winen the average size of the households
is considered. A major portion of the yearly income of
contract beet labor families is from beet work; often
little or no income is received from other sourpes.

9; A majority of‘the grower fsmilies of this
study had engaged in one or more other tenures than that

in which they were engaged when interviewed by the survéy
workers in 1924. Few contract families had been elther
owners or tenants. HMany tenant farmers had previously been
owners. Statistics Ffor Colorado show Tarm tenancy to be

on the increase.

10. The average size of families included in this
study were unusually large. The few Tamilies included in
the wage group were ﬁbt as large as the Tfamilies of the
other economic groups. |

11. A large percentage of the families of this
study were foreign-born;_many had not become nasuralized
citizens. /

12. The illiteracy among the contract parents
of this study was considerable. ifany parents were un-
able to read or write English; a large number of such
parents could read or write in some other language, usually
either German or Spanish. A& very large number of foreign-

born mothers could not speak English.
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1%. There was an spparent lack of particip pztion
in activities by the parents of this study, at least dur-
ing the spring, summer and fall months. A lack of social
intercourse was much more noticeable among the contract
than the owner, tenant or wage parents. The children and
young folks of all economic groups took a much more active
part 1in social activities than did the parents.

14. The absence of household convenilences and
articles of social uplift, such as electric lights, fur-
naces, telephones, radios, musical inst wyments and hews—
papers was noticeable, eépecially among the contract and
and wage families. MNost families of all terures had an
automobile.

2

15.. The housing conditions among Tamilies of

=

amilic

O

ck

this study were bad, especlally among the contrac
llany houses were poorly constructed, were in poor regair,
and were entirely insufficient in size to accommodate the
‘large families housed in them. The surroundings of many
coniract houses were unsanitary, both as regards the lo-
caﬁion of the house and the position of the water supply
and the location of the toilet. Some families had no
toilet and in other cases many families had to use the
same toilet. <LThecrowded condition of maeny of the con-
tract houses was positively dangerous to both the health
and the morals of thé occupants. An improvement of the

housing condi tﬂon is badly needed.



16. Iany of the families of this study failed

o

to take advantage of opportunities to raise a large per-

centage of thelr food supply. MNore milk, fresh and canned

vegetables, and fresh and camned fruit could be used by

many families, studied in this survey, thus improving

*

=

their general diet and at the same time greatly reducing

their living expenses. The contract families could
accomplish a decided reduction in their living costs and
also greatly raise their standard of living, if arrange-
ments were made to raise more vegetables and poultrj

while located on the beet contract.



GENERAL, CONCLUSIONS AWD RECOMMENDATIOWS

I. Legislation
A, State Laws

1. YWork of Children
Section 1 of the Colorado Child TLabor Law reads
as follows:

That no child under the age of fourteen (14)
shall be employed at any work performed for wages or other
compensation, to whomsoever payable during any portion of
any month when the school of the town, township, village
or city in which he or she resides are in session, or be
employed in any work before seven o'clock in the morning,
or after the nour of eight o'clock in the evening, Pro-

“vided, That no child shall be allowed to work more than
eight hours in any one day,-——===—=-—=- Yothing in this act
shall be construed to preveant the employment of children
in any fruit orchard, garden, field or farm, provided
that any child under fourteen years of age engaging in
sucn employment for persons other than their own parents
must first secure a permlt from the superintendent of
schools.

Section 1 of the Colorado Child Labor Law thus
exempts the employment of children in all agricultural
pursuits, at any age and in any kind of agricultural
work if under the direct supervision of their parents,
and with the approval of the superintendent of schools if
under the direction of some one otherAthan their parents.
This section of the act should be repealed.

An amendment to the act should be made for-
bidding the employment of any child below the age of ten
years, either by its parents or any other person or
corporation, in any continuous work oi any nature. Chore.

work on the farm should b e exmempted from the provisions’

of this proposed act.



As recommended in Section 2 of this paper, in-
spectors and deputies should be appointed in all beet-
growing counties of the state to enforce all laws wihich deal

with child welfare, and look after, report and prosecute

h .
any abuses to children.

2. BSchooling of Children
Section 222 of the School Laws of Colorado is

as foliows:

When any truant officer 1is satisiied that any
child in the requirement of this act is unable to attend
school because required to work at home or elsewhere in
order to support itself or help or support others legally
entitled to its services, the truant officer shall report
the cause to the autihorities charged with the relief of
the poor, who shall thereupon afford such relief as shall
enable the child to attend school; Provided, That such
child shall not be reguireda to attend more than three
hours a,day during school days. In case the child »r its
parents or guardians neglect or refuse to take advaatage
of such provision as 1s made for its lnstruction such
child may be committed to a children's home or Jjuvenile
reformatory as here in before provided.

Under our present school system the requirement
of a child to atiend scihiool tharee hours a day is ridicu-
lous and impracticable. If this law was enforced (which
it is not) the child would be able to gain little ad-
vantage from attending school only three hours eaéh day
and the school system itself would be badly demoralized.
This law should be so amended as to read: That any child
unable to attend school because of the poverty of its

parents should be placed in school by the state and the



expenses of the child's education borne by the state. If

possible the child should be left with its parents and the

T 3

cost of the schooling given the parents. nis plan

would more nearly insure eacih and every child an education,
irrespective‘of the poverty of the parents. The éx—

renses of the child's schooling shoﬁld only be sufficient
to defray absolute schooling expenses, as any incentive

to encouragement of still larger families by trose par-
ents unable to properly care for their children should be
avoided.

Section 226 of the School Law of Colorado readé
as follows:

That it shall be unlawful for any person, per-
sons or corporations to employ any child under the age of
fourteen years to labor in any business whatsoever dur-
ing the school hours of any school day of the scnool term
of the public school, in the school distirict where such
child is, unless such child shall have attended some pub-
lic or private day school where instruction was given by
a teacher qualified to instruct in those branches required
to be taught in the public school of the scate of Colo-
rado or shall have regularly been instructed at home in
such branches, by some person gualified to instruct in the
same, at least twelve weeks in each year, eight weeks at
least of which shall be consecutive, and shall at the
time of such employment, deliver to the employer a certi-
ficate in writing, signed by the teacher certifying to such
attendance or inscruction; and any person, persons or
corporation who shall employ any child contrary to the
provisions of this section, shall, upon conviction, be
guilty of a misdeameanor, and fined in a sum not less
than twenty-five {(25) dollars nor more than fifty (50) .
dollars, and all fines so collected shall be paid into the
county treasury, and placed to the credit of the school
district in whici: the offense occurs. ‘
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The portioh of this section dealing with the
‘instruction of children outside of the regular school sys-
tem should be so smended as to r<ad, That it should be un-
lawful to employ a child under the age of sixteen’during
any sohooi time except when the school istproviding in-

- dustrial education in lue of a portion of the time that the
child would otherwise to be in school. At the ;resent_
time there is little or no opportunity for the children of
the beet-working families of this state to receive instru-
ction in industrial education. This type of education
should be encouraged and advanced among the children of

the working families of this state, many of whom can not

or do not wish, to continue their education beyond the

elementary school grades. The State Legislature should

immediately enact a law to provide for industrial education.

3. Hdther's Conmpensation
Greater advantage shouldvbe taken of the mother's
compensation act of the state laws in providing proper care,as
especially relates to schooling, of children who are de-
‘prived of certain rights and advantages which are owed
them by the state.

Section 1 of the Children's Code of Colorado
Provides in part as follows:

Tor the purpose of this act the words "de-
pendent ciild® or "neglected child® shall mean any child
under 16 years of age who 1s depencent upon the public for
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support or wno is destitute, homeless. or abandoned or wno
has not proper parentsi care or guardianship---------=-=-=
or whnose enviromment is such as to warrant the state in
the interest of the child, in assuming its guardiasnship.

Section 7 of the Children's Code of Colorado pro-
vides as follows:

If the parents or parents of such dependent or
neglected child are poor and uvuable to properly care for
suchh child, but otherwise are proper guardisns and it is
for the welfare of such child to remain at home, thé court
may enter an order finding sucin facts and fixing the amount
of money necessary to enable the ngrent or. parents to pro-
vrerly care for such child, and thereupon it shall be the
duty of the county commissioners and in those cities and
countties operating under article XX of the counditution it
shall be the duty of the department and authority perform-
ing that part of the function oi a board of county commission-
ers, or vested with power for tihne relief of the poor, to
vay such parent or parents, or, if it seems to the best
interest of the child, to some other person designated by
the court for that purpose, at sucixr time as said order
may designate the amount so ordered or so specified by
the court, its equivalent 1in supplies or assistance, for
the care of such dependent or neglected child until the
further order of the court. ’

Section 1z or the Children's Code of Colggrado
provides:

This act shalil be liberally construed to the end
that its purpose may be carried out, to wit: that pro-
per guardianship may be provided for in order that the
child may be educated and cared for, as far as practi-
cable, in such manner as best subserves its moral and
physical welfare, and so far as posgible in practicable
cases that the parent, parents or guardisn of such child-
ren may be compelled to perform thelr moral and legal
duty in the interest of the child.

This law is so worded that children of beet-

d of an education

O]

working familieg which are now depriv

0]

because of poverty could be granted relief in securing an

education. Greater advantage should be taken of the

O

provisions of tnis act.
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4. The ..County Unit Bill

The enactment of the county unit bill by the
State Legislature, as suggested and explainéd in section
III of this paper, is badly needed. Such a law wquld do
much to solveithe problem of education in. rural Colorado.

5. Penalty for Refusing to Comply
with the child-welfare laws of the
state.

Iﬁ case a parent or parentsvrepeatedly refuse
to comply with laws relating to the care and schooling of
their children, the child shall be taken from the parents
and its care and education assumed by the state. In case
the ﬁarents are not citizens of this country and 1f they
fepeatedly refuse to comply with the laws in respect to
the care and sChdoling of-their'children, such families .

should be devorted.

6. Sanitation and living condition.

A state law is needed requiring employers of
agricultural laborers with families to provide proper 1iv-
ing gquarters. Such gquarters would include: a house with
a sufficient number of rooms to provigde a kitchen, and

sleeping rooms in addition, for children of each sex,

if such children are over five vears of age. This is the

minimum of decency and comfort. In addition to the house

proper, each family should have access to a‘'concrete cis-



tern and a sanitary toilet; which should not be lesg than
100 feet apart. Thecistern should be less than 100 feet
from the house and the toilet should not be less than 100

feet from the house.

Bs Nationasl Laws.

i1d labor amendment to the
Federal Constitution.

The proposed twentieth amendment to the Federal

Constitution; known as the proposed Child Labor Amendment

e

should be adopted« This smendment reads as Tollows:
(H.J. Res. 184, Sixty-eighth Congress, first session

JOINT RESOLUTICN Proposing an admendment to the
Constitution of the United States. Resolved by the Sen-
ate and House of Hepresentatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House
concuring therein), That the following article is pro-
rosed as an amendment to the Counstitution of the United
States, which when ratified by the legislatures of three~
fourths of the several states, shzll be valid to all in-
tents and purposes as a part oi the constitution:

' Article .

YSECTITH 1. That Congress shall have power to
limit, regulate, and prohibit the labor of persons un-
der eilghteen years of age.®

Section 2. The power of the several States is
unimpaired by this article except that the operation of
State laws shail be suspended to the extent necessary to
give elfect. to legislation enacted by the Congress.®
eration

al co~
ko) ar

1 0
or re

v b

r
in dealing with situations such as child la

The porincipal advantages of Fede
1
(1) the greater authority assumed by federal
over state countrol;
(2) a less interested and biased attitude  is

generally held by national officers in respect to public
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opinion of the communities in which they = re reguired to
work;

(3) the added financial power oi proper enforce-
ment through government 2id;

(4) the added incentive of state officizals to do
their duties;in enforcing the laws;

(5] greater uniformity in enacting and enforcing

laws;
(6) prevention of interstate movement of work-
ers or products which are the result of chiid labor.

he Quota law.

0
=3

The quota act of 1924 provides that ®“the annual
quota of any nationality shall be 2 per cemt of the number
of foreign-born individuals of such nationality resident
in continental United States as determined by the United
States Census of 1890, but the minimum quota of any
nationality shall be 100.% The quota 1limit provision was
not applicable to Canada, lexico and other psrts of the
New Worls. \

The law should be so amendedss to apply to all

aliens.
b. The literacy test.

The liieracy test provides that, "all aliens
over 16 vears of age, physically capable of reading, who
cannot read the Bnglish languare or some other language or
dialect, including Hebrew or Yiddish; Provided, that any
permissable alien, or any slien, heretofore or hereafter
legally admitied, or any citizen of the United States,
may bring in or send for his father, grand?ather over
fifty-five years of age, his wife, his mother, his grand-
mother, or his ummarried or widowed daughter, if other-
wise admissable, whether such relative can read or not;
and such relative sqail be permitted to enter.®

A\



During the war ?he application of the literacy
test was not apolied to the laborers from kexico and the
provisions of the,law have been very lenient in this res-
pect since that time. The literacy test should be applied
as conscientiously to the immigrants from.@exico aé to those
from any other country.

c.5elective immigration.

Wherever possible the progpective immigrant should
be examined in his own country, thus saving himself,
the American Government and the partieg responsible for
his emmigrating to this country, the hardship of de=-
tention and possible deportation after arriving at his
point of destination.

d. Registration of aliens.

All aliens in the United States should be re-
gquired to register and to carry with them at all times
their registration cards. If any alien is found without
his registration card end cannot give satisfactory proof
that he{ié a lawful resident of the United States and of
the state in which he 1s at that time apprehended, he
should be deported. Xvery allen should be required to
report for examination at specified points throughout the
country at least once each year, at which time a new

registration card would be issued to him.



II DEVELOFMENT OF SOCIAL FORCES.

A. A higher standard of livinge.

James J. Davis, Secretary of Lavor, in nhis re-
cent book entitled "Selective Immigration®. says on page
151, “Professor Pearl hss shown that in those »parts of
our cduntry where g relatively large proportion of the
population is foreign-borm, the fertility of the foreign-
born women 1is greatly in excess of the nstive-born.
Almost the Tirst resulv of Americanizetion is to reduce
the Tertility of marriages. Why?

sons, but one is that of the standard of living. Vhen

a native American family

o

ducing their standard of liviang to that brougnht in by

members of the foreign invasion, and reducing the num-

]

ber of children in the family, the latter choice usually

e

wing and there 1s a curtailment of children.

¥

.~ . -

The newly-come Iforeigner, with his tradition of
children as an economic asset and, many times looking for-
ward to the day when kis children will supvort him, has
no scrupples as to the standards of als cnildrens'
living so long as tuney have enougit to eat and grow on.
Later, he may change his attitude and become sufficiently
Americanized to want better things, as so marny have and

do. -But then he takes iiis ploce wiith the native-born in

relation to our national birth-rate.t



Undoubtedly one of tihe most potent factors to

congider in dealing witn a solution of such problems as

we have found existing in the beet-growing sec.ions ofthis
state is to raise whenever and nowever possibie, tiane sian-

dards of living. If the rewmarks oif Secretary Devis apply

n

to any group of people 1t 1s tioge of thals study.

Our colleges, schools, churches and socisl or-
zanizations can do muca to oring the stancards of living
oi these peoples to a nigher level, By so doing much of

the present evil ol large fgmilies 2né smsll pay of the

beet-worker will be eliminated.

B. A »ositive Americanizstion Drogram.
A provlem closely related to the preceeding is
thet of carrying on smericanizsvlon work amonsg the for-
gign-born beet-working families, either conitrect labor-
ers or growers. As was mentioned in 3Section IV, this
work would include, gmong other things: Americanizsation
scnools; college and secondary school extension clubs;

religious organizations; boys' and girls' club organira-

tions sucit as ¢he boy Scoutls, tue Girl Scouts, the Y.l -
C.A., the 7.Ww.C.A., etc.; and healtn clinics, where both
parents and children could receive iree medical sdvise

and t reatiment.



C. A better community attitude.

A more hospitable feeling should be deveioned by

our native-born families towards the femilies ofl foreign-
birth in our beeb-growing districts. The foreign-born beet

laborer is often wanted solelv because of iils economic,
value as a beet-worker. This superior attitude on the
part of the native-born fegmilies in these districts
must cease before much progress can be made 1in assim-

ilating or Americanizing the ioreign-born beet laboring

population,

D Sociegl Iducation oi uthe resicentis
of beet-raising communities.

-

~

. In respect to tiue education
ci uvhe cnildren.

Byery effort should be made to educate the
members of beet-growing communities to the wvalue of
every child in eachh and every camunity recelving an
education. At present public opinion throughout the
beet-growing digtricits of Colorasdo 1s generaliy in-
different if not definively hostile towards a2 strict
enforcement of the school attendance lgws. This atti-
tude must be changed to one of definite support of our
school lews before much improvement can take nlzace.
Laws are often very largely made of no eifect due to

thie lack of support by residents of the communities

where the enforcement of the laws are most needed.
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crowing districts of child labor in beets, must taxe rlac
before a decided improvemsnt can be made in the rural
working conditions of young childrexn. It 1s emong the
foreign-born that = large proportion of the chlld labor
in beets occurs.‘ rust
acceupt American stendards or else public opinicon nust
exert such a detverent influence upon these people as to

cause them

Ll [t - -— L
This change must be goout oy one oi the two
netinods juset mentioned berore mucl: improvement can taue
place among the cnild beet-workers of the . 4s
previously remarkec, laws will relip but taey are largely
invalideted hy a hostile or indifferent public opinion.
5. Improvement of housing
concitions.

The foregoing remarks apyrly very largely to the
improvement of houvsing condltions among beet-working
families. Until there is an awaxening to the evils of
tihe present conditions there 1s likely tc be little im-

provement. A vast improvement in the summer
conditions of contract beet-working families

needed.

r
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tain Sections of Northern Colorado. (Preliminary
report). Coloramo Agricultural College and the
National Child Lebor Committe, 1926. ({(Study made
in 1924.)

Gibbons, Charles ~. aud Bell, Harold . Children
Working on Farms in Certain bectlﬁns of the Wesiern
Slope of Colorado. HNaticnal Child Labor Committee,
N. Y. (Study made in 1924). ~

McLean, Robert &. and ihom pson, Charles A. Svpanish
and Mexican in Colorado. oe;u of T ome kissions of
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.a. H.Y. City, 1924.
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26.

27 .

Welfare Legisletion for Colorado,

L6

ew Republic lingazine, "The Vanishing Voter”. October
15, 1924, page 165.

Pingrey, Hazen B. The Cost of Haising Sugar Beets in
the Greeley A4res of Colorzdo in 1922 gnd 1923. Fre
liminary report. Colorado Agriculturel College, 19H4.
U. 8. Children's Bures hild Labvor and the Work for
Mothers in the Beet 161“3 of Colorado =and ﬂicllhoﬁ.
United States Department of Labor. Government Print-
ing Office, Washnington, ¥. C. 1924. '
Williams, Hattie Plum. A BSocial Study or the Russian-
rerman, University Studles Vol. XVI. No. 5. Univ. of

Webraska, July, 1.

The wWorld Almsnsc. udid
World, Iew York Vity,
250~-252).

Report of tne Governor's Commitiee on 3oc

port can be secured by writing to
e e . T
retary, state Capitol Building, Denve
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APPENDIZ B

¢
DEFINITION OF TERMS USED IXN THIS THESIS
Howner! - A family which owns the ferm on wWaich they
are living; a cnild of a farm owner.
"Oowner-additional® — g family which owns 2 farm end

.....

rents additional land.

"Renter", tenant - a family farming land for another;
children of parents who farm land for another.
"Contract" - a family vwho contracts to do 2 certain
beet acreage at a specified price; the child of a con-
tract family.

"Growers! - both owners and tensnts; c¢hildren of both
owners and tenants.

- £LoY,

T by the dasy or

8

I~y
w

HWage" - a family working on a

h

‘-
amiliw,

month; the child of a farm wage

0
ke
o]
g

| .
"Non-farm" - children whose parents do not do fa

e

Q

¥

j-t

1=
[
]

M

3

work. (In the school study wage and non-Tarm

ck

grouped together.)

"Family study” - referring %o a study made of working
and 1living conditions of farm families during the sum-
mer and fall of 192k,

-

"School study" - referring to a siudy made of school
children during the fall and winter of 1924, ¥anv of
the children of the school study were children of <the

family study as well.
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1L,

15.

17.

18.

"rben migrant! - a family which coe

"Jommany! - any beet sugar company contracting with a
farmer to grow bveets.

"Acceleration" - the condition of 2 puoil who has pro-

gressad fast

_3_'1

71 the normal reate.

C L

er

;..;

"At age' - the condition of s pupil who has progressed
at the normal rate.
"Retardation! - the condition of a nuvnil who has not

progressed at the normal rate, allowing two vezTs 10

any one grade, providing the child sterted in the first
grade not later than the ege of seven.

"Compulsory attendance age" - the Colorasdo State law
regulres a child

teenth vear, inclusive, excent where exerntion is

H)

fi
vermitted for specific reasons such as completion of
4L

the eighth grade at age o

o

ct
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is necessary for it

W
Hy
)
o]
124
Lav]

city to work beets.
"Rural migrant® - a fawmily which moves from one vlace

in the country to another to work beeis.

"Native born" - any person born within the boundaries

of the United States.

"Foreign-born" - any person born outside of the bHound—
o

aries of the United States.

"Russian~German" - a2 vperson born in Russia but of Ger-



20,

26.

no
(023

(av}
0O

N
O
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Nel

in the United States.

"Spanish' - a person of Spanish descent, W
"Y¥exican! -~ a person born in Mexico.
BAdult" - e person 21 vears of age or over.

"Young people" - persons 1% to 20 years of age, inclu-
sive.

ohildren® - vpersons under 16 years of age, unless

work that 1ls not detrimental to a child's health, re-

creation, education or good citizenshiv.

-

1Child Labor" - child labor shall include all work

ot

that is detrimental to a ¢hildts health, recreation,
education or good citizenship.
Y Hand~work™ ~ any work process Qdone

"Team-work" - any process where a team is used.

"Blocking" - by the use of a hoe chopving oui th

young beets and lsaving bunches about 12 inches avard,
containing as few beets as possgible.
"Thinning' -~ pulling outs all but the strongest beeb

in each bunch left after blocking.

Y

"Hoeing" - or "pulling weeds" - removing weeds

-4
-3
O
=]

v

the fields sometime after thinning.

D

b
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HPulling™ - 1if

I—h

ting the locos 2d beetes from the ground,
slapping them together to remove the dirt and nlacing
in piles.

"Topping" ~ rewmoving the beet tops by means of a long

xnife and agsin plecing them in piles.
fghack" - a cheaply built, unfinishsed, unceiled shelt-

er of one, two or three Tooms,

TIlliterate" - 2 verscon unable to read or write in any
language.

"Northern District" - comorises vortions of the
counties of Larimer, Boulder and Teld.

"Northeastern District! - comprises porticns of the

countries of

9
=
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m
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"Western Slope District® - comprises portions of the
counties of Delta, Mesa, and iontrose.

"Arkensas Valley District" - comorises vortions of
the counties of Bent, Crowlev and Qftero.

"Regular Contract" - an agreement to verform all the
hand processes on beets.

#Irregular Contract" - an agreement to verform one or
more hand processes on Leets.

eant-midway between two extremes.

"Averacze''-equal 1n amount to the sum of all the particular

quantities of the same sort divided by the total nuvn-

ber of them.



' APPENDIX C

1 FLORAIDUK OF ACGREILENT

vetween
Grower
and
THE GREAT WESYERL SUGAR CORPALY
o Factory
wxecuted the .day of , 19=_.

ER

The parties hereto mutually aggree as follows, to-wii:

l. The Grower agrees to prepare tie lana ior, plant,

block, thin cultivate, irrigate, aarvest, and deliver during

- — -

tile season 19< , in complliance witi tane directions of ZTae

Great western Sugar Company, hereinaiter called Tie Company,

as may be given from time to time,

acres oif sugar beets on u.ie rollowing descrivea lands, bto-wit:

guarter, Sectlon » Township
, Range Count;,

Colorado, but in no event singll The Company ve held liable

in damages Tor any failure or partizl failure of crop or any
injury or damage to beeis.

<. That tae seed used snall be oniy tuat furnisihed by

The Company, Tor wnlcin the growel sunall pay rifteen cents

[

(15¢) per pound, and 1ol less taan Fifteen (15) pourds per
acre snall be planted. Seed bed must be approvea by the

duly authorized ageutis or rield men. of The Company, before

the seed is planted.



5. The Grower agrees that all b

at tae factory, or in cars at desipnated

puh

Q

o

© oy

day of October oi said year be ordered delivered oy Zhe Co

pany, tien in suci case it saall be toe ocuty

tile beet. gZrown uvnuer

ers

. m

pe narvested and delivered to “ne Company

Uy aim will
as and wihen directed,
receiving svations

The Company; provided tiat in the event taal any portion

tiais contract snall notv by the otu

‘-

promptly to commeunce and proceed wita tie

delivery of sucn beets as

ter tine sald ot

conle vitwln the

ot
—

) -

k

——

o The Growver

contract recguire-~

day of Qctober wituout furtner

notice from The Company, and to complete vhe delivery or all

of said beets on oz before. fhe virst day ol December of

said year.

4, 'The Grower

and delivered by iim snall ve

bottonm leaf and shell be free Irom cirt, stones,

. (D

£

properly topp

m

. . N ‘ !: M
furtaer agrecs vaat all beets Srown

trasi, and

foreign subistance liaole ¢o inverrere witilt chie work at utuie

rTactory, and shall be subject to proper..ecductions Ifor tare,

anc. that ne wilil protvect

removval irom tiie crouud.

cae peets frow suil

irosc aiter

-t

Tae Company has tie opoion oi re-

jecting any diseased, frozen or dama_zd beets, beets 01 less

tlhian twelve per cent (liké%) sugar or less
/ L=

(80%) purity, or beets that are not

facture of sugar.

H. All beets growrn uander this

factories, or designated "receiving

conwracte

than elgnty per cent

tire manu-

anw asliveved to

stacions, 11 Lood coundition
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Average Net /
Price Received Average Per Cent 3ugar Ia beecs Sliced
for Sugar per Coloraco Factories

100 pounds 15.0 14.0 15.0

$9.00 $11.656 $10.87 510.09
*5.75 11.28 1G.5% .76
S.50 10.91 10.17 C.44
&yb 10.54 $.85% 9.15
6.00 - 10.1% Y.ad 5.81
7.75 . 9.80 9.15 &.a9
7.50 g.43 c.ol o.17
7.55 9.07 G4 .55
7.00 8.71 5.15 7.58
6.75 S.55 .79 7.20
6.50 7.99 7.u5 &.86
Gvizh 7 .55 7.10 3.55
G .00 7ol Ue 708 Bed
5.75 6.59 5.41 5.91
5.50 5.52 G.07 5.56
5.45 5.15 5.73 5.50
5.00 5.79 5.50 5.50
4.75 5.50 5.50 5.50
4.50 5.50 5.50 5.5
4.25 & .50 5.5C 5.50

(Note: TFor conveunience tue one-hiali perceuntage columns oif
igverage per cent sugar in ocets sliced" have veen omitued
from the original table.)

Payments upon intermedlate sugar prices ana stgar con-
tent, or on sugar prices or sugar conteut iaigner or lower
than those showll -n vas Toregolng scaedule sagll oe in e
‘same relative proportion,- vput uJe‘MLHimum price roxr beets
hereunder suall be tue sim of $5.50 per uon.

Thie net revurn on sugar sold as aroresaid during saild
perioa shall be dctermined oy aeductiung irom tlie gross

sales price all suchh chiarges aua exXpendloures as are reg-
ularly and customarily aeuwucted from _ross sales price of

sugar, in accordaice wivse Yhe Coumpally's s
& 5 )




[N
i

in accordance witi ciie verms oi tuis contraci, wWill se paild

ior oy The Company on tae rollowing wasi

.-

w

The price per ton (£,00Uibs.) of beels deliverea here-

o

under to Tine Company siall uve determined upon tae averaze

nei return per one aunarea (100) pounds oI sugar recelved

by The Company from sugar manufactured at alli factories of

U

The Company witi:in tie states ol Colorado and ..ebraska,

from 19z crop, and sold by Tne Company during tiie period

commencing Cchtover 1, 19< , ana ending oSepiemver dv, 19« ,
o — < P

and also upoil vie avera.e sugar contenv 0i all veeis 01 Tae
19%_ crop sliced by factorles of -iae Cowpany locatea in the

state oi Colorado, in accordauncd it cue rollowing scaedule:

Average Ned

Price Received Average Per Cent Sugar in Beets Siiced

for Sugar per Colorado Facivories

100 pounds

1s.0 17.0 16.0
£9.00 $1la.9% $13.77 L12. 6%

o.'1D ld.dd 10.5% 12.2%
8.50 15.94 15.57 1l.51
G.25 15.45 le.dx $11.40
.00 =.96 11.90 11.00
7.75 1z.46 ° 11.59 10.60
7.50 11.97 11l.0o 10.19
TecD 1ll.40 10.00 g.76
7.00 11.00 10.58 9.59
6.75 10.5& 9.70 2.00
6.00 10.09 g.0l 3.01
Gerd .50 o7 0.8
.00 .07 Se=d 7.8%
5.7H o . 60 e d 7.41
5.50 o.ls 7.5D 7.01
5415 7.68 Tolo 6.081
5.0 7.2V o7l G
4.75 6.70 0.9 B.ol
4.50 8.451 5.07 5.50
4.5 5.30 5.50 5.50




L35IV
heretofore established, showin, net receipis irom sugzr sold,

arter deductin, also all excise and sales
posed on une production or sales 0I sUCH 5uUgal-

fne percentasze 0{ sugar in beets sliced, upon wilc:
is also based tne price per cen of wuels purcaased aereuuaer,
shall be detcrmined in accovdsnce witn estavlisned cuswom of

The Company by dividing tne coval numper oi (ons of surar im

all beets irom tile 19<_ crop sliced in all Jacitaxigs of .fhe

Company in the state of Colorado, taking se.& faciories

o]

together as a unit, {(as determined by factory lavoratory
j )

analysis or cosseties) by the total number of cons ofF beets

from sald crop wherever grown which shall be sliced in all
L <3

factories of The Company in Colorado during said campaign,

(thie beet. tonnage to be established by the factory scale

ies.)

e}

%o

[/

a

-

welghts in eacih ol said
Initial payments shall be made on or before tne 15th day
of eacin calendar wmonti for beets delivered nereunder during
tnne previous calendar month, at the rate of £5.50 per ton.
Further payments will be made 0. olie aioresaid price Tor

beets rrom time to time in such amounts as Tue Company may

deem to be Jjustified by market conditions and the quantity
of sald suger sold. Final zettlemenc 1or all beets delivered

hereunder shall be maue in accordance witin the terms of this

contract not later tian October 15, 192 . Provided nowever,

that The Company shall be entitled to deduct from initial

payments dug aereunder anu LTl &y Ou.tl amounes b2 may



ve due ou sald contract price ior veets uelivered under oois

contract, any ant all lnuebdledness waatsoever wiich may be

owing av any .ime oy The Grower_ to The Company, ana also

Yhe Growar shall by wrivten order

o
0

sucn amount, 1i any,

authorize Tue Company to pay to The kountain States Beet

Growers harhe 15 Association, as membersiiip aues in saild

Assgociation.

6. TIhe Growver shall have the privilege of seleciing,

his expense, a man oL reliable cheracter, savisfactory to 7h

2

4]
o
!
=
o
a
™

Company, to check cars
tils contradt, at tne recelving stations wiere such beets
may be delivered, ant to ciueck tle polarization and puricy
and to caesck wie analysis 0. pecets as sliced.

7. It is furtoer agreed Taat 1n Cil€ @Vent 0i & 5:10Xt-
age ol cars after Octover Sin, causing serious delay to

The Grower, said Grower shall be allowved t©o Tork iz beets

ue plles tuer eizht (o) Teet nigh,

ts of tie veebls _rown unaer

or auy beets that uay be reiused vecause of iniferior guality

under tie alwrection ox rhe Company, at cae receivin. stations

wnere large elevated dumps are esbtaviished; and no loose
dirt snall D¢ removeda irom tae wagon pox uncil aiter having

been welixnled Ddac.i.

. To ascertain cae guality oI said beets, “he Company

shall nhave tie privilege, at various times during the growing

o Le samp

!
(I

and harvesting seasoi, of causing Jhe beets =4

3

and polarized.



9. Fires, strixes, acclaentg or otaer causes beyona

control oi tiie parties whicn prevent Jae Grower iIr0i oii€

performance of this contract or The Company from utilizing

the beets gontracied for in the manufacture of sugar there -
from, shall excuse tihe respective parties nereto irom the
performaince oi this contract.

i otoils conuract

-t

-10. The Grower agrees not io assig

witiout written conseunt of The Company.

Land Ovner Grower

Address The Great Western Sugar Co.

L

ORDER FOR DESUCTION OF DULS OF “HE LOUNTAIW STATIS BEET

T

GROVEES MARKETIVNG ASSOCIATION.

fhe undersigned grove:r, being a memver, or une tenant

~

of a wember, of Ihe Llountain 3taces Reet Growers Marieting

[P - i

Association, hereby authorizes +ne Great JWester:n ougar Con-

pany to deduet irom any moneys coming aue 1or beets daeliv-
ered under che roregoing conitract, tie aues L0r such member-
shilp in sald Assoclation For tue yvenr 19%4, veing tihie sum of

two cents (=.) per tom on all beets delivered by The Grower

under tile ioregoing contract, and hereby atlnorizes Wie
Company to pay such amount ¢o said Association.
Dated y 19& . Grower.




APPELDIX D
L ABOR C ox i AC T

[
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O

Contract for Hand Lzoor ior tie season ol s

LBIORANDULL OF AGRuENELT, ldade tils dey of
y 19=_, »y and betveen
oI ’
hereinafter called the grower, and
of .
nereinaiter callea uv:ze coniractior.
WITHESSETH: wWhereas the grower has entered 1nco a con-

tract witia rhe Great Westérn Sugar Company, (Hereinaiter
called tne Sugar Company ), ror tane Lrowing of sugar beets

during the season oIl 19=_, and is aesirous of concracting

Iy

witii the contractor for the doing of the hand work on sald

WOW, THEREFORL, in comsiceration ox (i€ COoVenants iiere-

X

inafter setv forth, 1t is mutually asrsew beuvween e partles
hersto as follows, to-wit:
1. Yhe contractor hereby asrces o do tae nand work on

acres, nore or less, o0 gusar veets planted or to e

planted on guarter ol Section , Twp.
R. We of P.w., in the. County of ,

State of Colorado, Ior tue cesason or 19 , in accoraance with
thie rules and conditions printed on vuae back dereor and made
a part of viis contract, and Tie grower agrees to comply wita

and periorm che ovligations liposed o aim by salda rules and

conditions.
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2. The cpatractor airees vo recelve, &Ll UTAE TOWEY &gl

agrees to pay, as iu-l compeunsation ior 38l

Tollowing prices, to-wit:

For buncaing and thinning............... & 9.50 per acre,;

FOr NOCINL s v vt nseremessanseroansenas ~.0U per acre;
For weeding and WeedlnZSe. oo vy 1.5C per acre;

For pulling and toppinZe..ccoeeeveivenn.. 10.00 per acre.

Payments ior sald worx sunall be maae Uy tuae Grower To

[\

Y

viie Gontractor, proviaing tiie respeciive classes of work
nave veen approved oy cile Acriculiural Superintendent or

Fieldman of the Factory ox the Sugar Company,

prompitly as follows: Payment for bunchning and talnning and

K

for hoeing on tines completion o1 tae noelng; payuientc ior
weeding or weedlngs on Sepitember 15, 19% ; payment for
puiling and vopping w.uen sucn work 1s completed.

It 1

n

s mutually agreed oDevween dhe parvies nereto vhat

One Dollar per acye snall e witiheld Irom tne first payment

due under tinis contract uunitll afiver vue crop has veen har-
vested, as a guaranty of tine faitniuvl periorxmaiice oi- die
contracsc by tirte Coniractor, provided, however, thav 1f the
Contraétor shall cease work vefore tne completion of the

convract tirougn no faulit oi nis own, tiae Contractor shall



at the tiwe oi ceasinz work be paid in full Tox 2ll lavor

actually perrormed without any ceducltlon woatever.

The Grower further agrees thnat in the event tae average
yield in tons (2,000 lius.) per acre of sugar beets actually
A

harvestced from said descrived tract of land saall excsed 1

on the commledion oi tiie harvest and final wetermimation of

PO - s _ 2 S e P - G = I - i =~ " - -
tonnage produced a oonus ol I1IT, cenis ($0.5C) per acre for
eacit ton ( and in proportion upon a fractional ton) by walch

the actual average yield in tons per acre exceeds l4 tons.

if Lie Contracior snall cease Worx tarouga

ot

It is azreed tusz
no fault of his own arter Thinning toe crop buc before tae
completion of tie comiract, or ir t.e Comiracltor nas con-

ud -voypping, then, 11 &ie av-

f\'}

tracted only to Go wue pulling

<o

@

eraze yileld in tons per acre irom saida tract or land exceeds

tons, the Grower saall pay to tie Convractor on tTiie com=-

!
-4
o

pletion of the harvest and rinal adecermination ol tie tonnaze
produced tne followim: part or portion ci- sucih bdnus, res—
pecitively:

a. IT Contractor ceases work tarougi no fauwlt oz
his own aiver ninning sala crop vubl belore tiie commence-
meﬁt of Thie pulling ana toppin_, che “rower shall pay
one-half (50%) of suci bonus;

b. If Contracior c

0]

ASEE WOYK cthroun no iault of

nis own after toinning said crop aiG aiver comuencelng

the pulling and topping, tae trover s..all pa,) toe entizre
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bonus on that pzut of the crop pullcd and topped oY the
Conu¢a0uor, and ome-nzli (5U%) of sucn bonus on tnat
part of ilie crop notv topped oy tue Loniractor; .

¢c. If Coniractor has coutracted only w0 Qo0 t4e€

e pay one- half

h
4
i

i
o
I__J
|.__l

pulling and topping, ne Grower

(50%) of such*bvonus oun all chat part of the crop pulled
. _

and topped »y tae Contracior;

z

provided, always, cnat if ¢iie Contractor abandons salid work
before tae completion of the comiract through no Tault of

fal
(3

the Grower, the Contracior siall nov recelve ana Jie Grower

znall nov bhe ocii_atb

(4]
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3. The Grower agrees to provide the Contractor with

a nebltable house, sultanle walter near at hand Tor drinking

(0]
!

and dowescic purposes, Lo naul laborers and va:!
nearest railroad Suatlon o farm and Lo Yreturn: tasm on
completion oi work contracted, and wWien reguessved by uvile

Fieldman of uwie Sugar Company, Lo provide such nouse uith

sl

suitable stove, all witnoutl expense to tne Coniractor.

SI'OWEeI ITeseryes ohe rignt oo cancel ail or any

no%t in his judiment pay o narvest, provided that Full

4
i
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o
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o
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w

payment is made o the couniracion
done Dby him on sucih portions of t.e land.

5. It is heveby mutuallj % 1in tihe event of

o

‘*1
£
(i
]._.Jv
[
@
ci*
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Y
[

o

neveto

any misunderstanding or dispute between the partie

witil wrespect (o the interpretation oi any or wae provisions



e
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hael

of this contract, ineluding s
asuto the amouns of character ol the work per
or fhe compen3éuion due tﬁe&sfor; or re:
by elther party for,failufe'of tiie other party %o compisée'
t.tls contract, the‘aforesaid Agricultural Superintendent or
Fieldman of the Sugsr Gomﬁany sﬁall e arbit:
decision shallhbe final and vinding ou b
t..€ conuvraciLor.

I WITWESS WHERDOP, The parties mereto have hereunio

subscrived cihelr names vne day and year first above wrivien.
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# The total pe



i
V2
w

RULES AV CCLoI IV T

e e = e 2
HASD GOl Qv i ST T QU RACT

e

o e e e ch U mmarac sl A P T L T e
25 sS00N & TRE Deets S.0W IO0oUr Legves alG tiae Zrover 4as

them properly cultivaced, anG must be complcied ag rapldl

spaced twelve inches apart, or wider if so ordersd oy grpwer

leaving only one plant in each place; no douvle beets saall

e leit; in splitting doubles, tae stronger plant muslt ve

g

left; care musét be USeQ 1Ot To o0g away an excessive zmount

»>

of dlrt from the plant: leit. Tihe grower musyu keep the croj

cultivated so that at least ten inchies 0L (i€ CEuoer 01 the

cime when the damage aone Lo leaves Dy cuklelvator grevents
teinning must be done

S0 thnat the remeinin: » and will be entirely free Irom weeds.

‘this operation must be commenced oy viie coniraciocr as
soon &5 the thinning 1s completed and the grower has again
L] ) ) . . . N »
properly cultivaged vue field, and muct be completed as

rapidiiy as possible in the following manner, to-wi

’_,..

killing and removing all weeds in the land mentvioned in the

,_,
C O
esl
pu
(@]

preceding para _rapi, snu reducing any wouwvle plan
o O v
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Weeding

i
1—-

5 operacion must ve commenced oy {ie comtractor .ien

grower oxders and HLusy DE comglcted as raplicly es possible

eld

Hh
o

It calls for thae contractor's keeping tane entire beet
free from weeds until the harvest is started witn- the under-
tanding that th rower is obliged to continue th® pres-

e
-~

Cfloea cultivation until prevented by tihe damage Gone to the

beet leaves. If it is unecessary to-go over the Iield more

than once to accomplisn thatbt purpose, the contractor agrees

to do so without extra paye. If 1t is not necessary Lo GO

to pay tlhe contractor, who did tie Hoelng, Tor the desding

-

at the rate specified T
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of Weediln, damages

remove weeds by har

as rapidly as tue grower can reasonably reguire. <The beets

and cleaned oi aduering d
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and tarowing ciem inve piles. No beets shall be piled on
top of beets that have ..ot been pulled. “he beets shall be
topped Dby tue coniractor in tue Tollowing manner, to-wi

By cubting off the tops squarely just below the crown at the



Ao
[N
()}

base oi tihne bottom meditn or

beets; and in casge oI larger
tiie crown. opped beets are

ground

small sized

on wailchn thae beets are to we piled must ve levele
down vy the grower anxd¢ cleaned oil by Tiie contractor =s0 that
the rower may Tork the beets into the wagon Iree from clods,

rocks,

A11 Dbeets left in tae 1lela over umiginl must
ed from frozt by tioe contractor by ceverins tie
beet tops, tiae tops To be removea Ly ihe Zrower

beets are loaded.

A1l tools For hand

All cultivating, irr

shall be done by (€ Srowels

bhand work is not

wWiiom autaorit

0 decilde waetlael itlhie employmens 0i awuwitionai
necessary and to permit tiie engagenent by tie g
additional help to do cae worx im guestlon as o
practiéable under existing condliviouns, 1 the ju

elther said Agricultural Superigter

conditions warrant dolng so, and tae ; ey 1s I
orized to deduct itnke amount paid suchi-additional

before tithe
by the grower
d loadging

silatli
aemnis or

eaply as

dgment of



the account of the. contractor.

The fieldman shall, on reguest, furnish eltner toe

T rower a written statement shkowi

CLLE

H

v

1
N

& t‘)

[¢]

coutractor oxr

¢

acreage of the respective clasgses oi work thencoupleted by

the conitractor.

The érowe;_shall, on reguest, Tfurnish the counjracior
a written statement of any créige mace to thne account of
contractor by tiie grower for moneys advaunced, or for com-

thie contracior.
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modities sold or z'u

such statement wil
tractor at the time of the transaction anc will setv forthe
tne amount of tae charge and kind of comnodivy Tor wiich

[

the charge is made.




HOUSIW: IN COLOuIZS

Lerge numbers of the contract workers were

found living in colonies which hed veen established by

N , . Vi
tiie sugar companies. Of the 140 contract families, 40
were visited in these coclonies. Uolonies are located =2t

1'1..

Rocky Ford, Swink, Menzeanola, Vroman, Lz Juntas, Wilev,

Las Animes, Hartmsn, Corneliz, Lamer a2nd other place: up
and down the Valley. It seems to be the m-" 127 of the
sugar companies to keen the llexicans in t . ¢ 7=1lley thru
the winter, as a means of bullcding up a permanegt lzbor

L

supoly. The estabhlishwment of these colonies is & mess
to 1this end. Until two veers ago, almost all the

lebor supnly for work in the beet crov was imnor

spring and returned home in the late fall. This vas largely

£

due to the lack of facilities for housing them during the

OJ
[
ot
e
)

winter. As more of these colonies zre establishe
be possible to keep the families in the Valley durinz the
winter, and so do =way with the necessity of recruiting a2
new supply each spring.

These colonies are generally located either on
the outskirts of a town or in fthe open countrv, on flat,

N

sandy, unshaded ground. The visitor is sgiruck by %h

oy

e
barrenness of these colonies and thelr comvlete sepsration
from the life and activities of and contects with American

communities. -
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Colonies were visited which had accomwodations
for from 20 to 150 families. These colonies consist of

rowe of one storv, one end two room adobe houses of the

type described previously. Such houses are buill in rows,
either solid or unattached. The most recent plen where

possible is to bulld two family detached houses.

Given herewith 1s a2 typical ground plan of one
of these colonies.

This colony is located ocutside of the town of
Lamar, along an irrigation canel. It is one of the largest
and the types of houses vary Irom those built in long so
rows to double detached ones, thus showing the older and
newer types of structure. The total area of the colony
is about six acres of unshaded land. The houses are in-
tended for 52 families, most of whom 2t the time of the
visit in NWovewber were still in the veet fields.

b

It will be noted that in the solid block marked

TA" there were 13 two-room houses with one door and one

-

window for eech room, excent in the end houses. Fach roonm

was generally about 12 feet souars. These houses were

designed for one family each. Rlocks W"m", "o

, and "DH
were similarly constructed solid rows of 5, 5, and 12
houses, respectively. A row of fifteen out houses, "EH
served the needs of the families living in these blocks,

a total of 35 families. One wumo, "v" was the only source

of water for these houses. Behind the row of outhouses



.

e

!

were scattered chicken coops and corrals for horses and
cows. There were 11 houses in row "F", representing e
different type of structure. Eécﬁ block was a single
house of two rooms each with e door end a full window and
a half window in each rToom. Across the road, "GY', there
was still another tyve, in row "HY. These were blociks of
two attached houses, with two doors, two full windows and

.

two half windows to esch house, There were two rToOmS To a

-

house or two rooms for each family. There were three such
blocks standing and foundations laid for several more.
There were five outhouses back of this row, and behind

-

these fenced 1in open spaces for chickens, cows and truck

0Q

rardening. A second pump "P'" furnished the water supnly

for the eleven single houses, and the three two-family |
houses. At the end of the row of the two house blocks was

a community house "I", which served as 2 recrestion center

and was equipped as a school house for four elementary

grades. When the colony was visited in Novenmber the school

was not vet in session. One of the children spoken to said
that school would not e ovened until the beet harvest was over.
In the colonv at Rocky Ford, wnl

fifty families, the houses were built in long rows, with some

smeller blocks of five and eight. Here there was a community
hall, hospital, store, end carsge. The store and garage

were run by one of th: lrhor sunervisors of the commany who
lived in a separate nouse in L2 colonv. There was no school

as at Lamar.
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> The c¢olony ot Filey acconodetied sone 120
J o

Yere were =11 bullt in long sollid rows. .
“ig ecolouy wus ndt yet in session. X
Farm Life 1n the Lrker

—2

T JJork of children in ..ericulture znd
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APPENDIX F
THE SCHOOL LAaw OF COLORADO

This law provides:

O:.: A.‘:_L)L.Lu.v.-_.:* L

¥Sec. £53. FEDUCAYTIOH OF CiILLRdk

ey

POR EOSPTIONS--ATPELLS . -~Ciiat in all school cdisiricts of

-

cals state, all parents, guardiams and otiler Personsg faving

care of cnildren sanall instruct them, or cause tiem 0 be
instructed, iﬁ recding, writli:
geography and aritimetic. In such districis, every parent,
guardien or other person naving chnarge of any crniid between
the ages oi eiyht (6) and si. tsen (18) yeers, shall send

sueh chiild to a puolic, private or parocinial sciool for tne
entire school year durin. wnicii tie public schools are in

vided, nosvever, -nat This

]

session in sucil alstricts; Pr
act shall not apply to chilaren over Fourteen {(12) vears

of age wiiere sucii child suail have compleved

grade, or may ne eligible to enter any aign scnool Iin such

district, or where its elp is necegsary Tfor its own or its

Cf]

parents' support, o wiere Ior L0044 cause smown 1v would be
for the west Znterests of such cuild to be relieved irom the
provisions oi tnis act; Provided, Turtaer, That if such
child is being suificiently instructed av nome DY a person
qualified, suchk chila shallbnot be subject Lo the provisions

of this act; and Proviaed, Iurther, That ii a reputable

£

-

piaysician within the district snall certify in writing taat

the child's bodily or mental conrditlon does not pezmit its

attendarnee at scnool, such chitld shall be exempt during such
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period oi aisebnility from tie re

a

be the Guty of the superintendent of the school

all gpplications oif crnilaren

mentioned hereim to be exempisg Irom cae provisions oi whis

act, aud i upon such applicativi suchn superintencent iear-
ing the same siall be of tie opinion that sucii ciild is Tor

any reason eatitled to ve exempted as aroresala, then such

may be tawen from the decision oi sucn super_ntendent 50
passing upon such application vo tae oouxtf court of tne
county in which sucn diszcrict lies, upon suca diild making
such application and Iiling the same wiin ﬁhe clerx or
judge of said court wicnin ven days ariter its reiusal by
suca superintendent, for walch no fee O exceed the sum OT
one dollar shall be charged, and the decislon oI Tie county

-

court shall be final. #n application for release

tn
{
H,
H
o
£
¢
o
D]

provisions ol this act siall not be remnewed oftencr than
ornnce in three montis.~--L.'03, p. 413, occ. 1; ameuuing L.

'99, p. 540, Sec. 1; R. S. '08, Sec. H3U.

e

Sec. £254. XwPLOYLENWT OF CHIIDREN UNUDER ITU58

CF FOURIIEN.

5

--No child under the age ol 14 years snall be employed by

any person, PpPersouns, company or corporacidus auring the
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school term and waile tiie public sciools are 1

vardian or person in caarse

unless the parent,

child sinall nave fully, complied wita section one oi tiis
act. Dvery such employer shall reguire propf of suca com-
pliance, and skall make and keep g written record of the

-

0

©

proof given, walcn shall subject to vie iuspeccion of

the truant officer, superintendent of scunocis, or any Sehool
dirccior oi tue district. 4ny employer employing any caild
contrary to the provisioms of tils sectlon, snall be Finew

no: less than twventy-five wuor more than one nunered aolilars.
--L. '99, p. 541, Sec. 2; R. 5. '08, Bec. 251,

Seciion 1 referred to is sec. 353.

Sec. 256. JUVEWILE DISORDERLY PERBON.--Every child witain

the provisions of this act who does n2t attend sciool, as

ct

vroviaed Iln section 1 of this act, or wado 1s in attendance
at any public, private or parocsial sciool, and is viclous,
incorrigivle or immoral in conduct, or who is an havliual

truant from sclhicol, or wno habituadlly wanders about the

streets and puvlic places wuring school hours without any

=
3
‘__J
(o]}
[
&
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ct
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lawful occupation oxr employument, or haviig o e
lawful occupation, snall be deemed a Juvenile alsordaerly
person, and be subject to the provisious of tiis act. =--L.
103, p. 419, Sec. 2; amending L. £99, p. 34Z, Sec. 4; R. S.

08, Sec. 539,

Sec. 1. referred to is vec. 253,
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Sec. 259. TRUAET.OFFICER WAL PARGWY 0 THUANCY--FAILURR

OF PARKENT 70 COLPLET ATTEWDATCE--PEHALTY.--The truant ofiicer
shall examine into any case of truancy within his district,
and shall warn tiie parent, guardian, or otners 1n ciarge of
the child of tne iinal conseguence oi truancy if'pefsisseﬁ
in. VWhen any cihild beilween the‘ages qf eigiit and Ioturteen

years, or any calld between the ages of fourteen and sizcsen

years, wilo can not read and write tune mnglish language, or

is not enga.ed in some regular employment, or any caild
between the a. e ol Iourteen years anc sixteen years Wiao has

been discuarged from employmenc ¢o ovvain instruction oOr

schooling, 1s not attending scrnool witnout lawiful excuse

slons oi thils act, the itruant

=

and in violation of the prov
officer shall noﬁify e parent, guardian, or otker peréon
in charge, of the fact,’and reguire such person‘to cause
the child to attend some recosnized sciool wichin Five davs
from the date of viie notice, and it shall
sucn person so to cause 1is attendance at some recounized
school. TUpon failure to do so, the truant ofrficer shall
make complaint in tae councy court of vie councy in wiaicn
sucii child lives, against tize parent, guardian or ouler rer-
son having such dhild in charge, and upon conviction, vhe

b

parent, guardian or other person in charge, shall be fined
not less than five dollars nor more ithnan tenty dollars, or
the court may, in its discretion, requre the person so con-

victed to give a bond in the penal sum of %100, with sureties



to the approval oi the Jjudge of suca courd, conuicionea.
that he or she wiil cause the child under nis oxr her care

to attend some recognized school witnin five days taerea

=y

‘Ler,

¢ term prescribed av law.

Q.

and to rewain at scmool during

And upon che Lailure or refusal of t.e parent, guardian or

ocher person to pay such iine or furnisih suck vond according

o tine order ox tue court, the sald parent, zZrardiand 0r 00aAEr

(30

person shall be imprisoned in the coumsy jall not less tiian
ten deys, nor more than thirty days. dor violation oI uae

bond, sult may be brougnt in any court of competent juris-

diction, in vihe name o0i U216 scnool &istrict, and t{he amount
recovered shall go to the school Fuua oFf tae disbrict. 1T

the parent, guardiasn or oilier person shall prove hiis inao-

ility to cause tae child to attend a recoguized scizool, it

shhall be a uwelense, out tiie cnild sinall be deemed a Jjuvenlle
disorderly person within tie meaning oI section 4 oi this

o

aCto——L- 199, P. 545, SGC- 6; R- O . r08, SeC- 5é5-

Sec. 261l. TRUANT OFFICER BEPORT TO CHARITY AUTHORITIEZES--

CHIID UNABLE T0 ATYZLD SCHOQL.--vwhen any truant ofiilcer is

saivisfied that any child wwichin the reguirsements of this act

4

is uvnavle to actend school because regured to work at nome

.

or elsewiere in ovder to support itseli or melp 0T suppors

4=

others legally entitled to its services, tie truant officer

shiall report tne case to vl

-
0}

authorities charged witi the

reliei of the poor, wio shall bthereupon aifford sucn relief
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ttend scnool; Provided, That

)

as will enable the c¢iila to

such child shall not be reguired to &avtend more ithan Liree

4]

hours a day during school aays. In case tae caild or it
parents or guardiansg neglect or reiuse To Take advaniage
oi such provision mede for its Ilmstruction, such cmiid

may be committed to a chilcren's home or jgvenile réform—

atory, as hereinbeiore provided.-~L. '99, p. 344, Sec. 3;

R. 8. '0Qu, dec. DH37.1"

The Bchool Laws of tThe btate of

3]
(@
(@]
=
(@]
o
0
lof
(@]
L]
m
[04]
0]
™
.
0]
o

B
(@]

ate June 30, 1923; publisined by eutioricy oi kary C. C.

o

Bradiord: Sec. 259, . 1k8; Sec. 2b4, p. 129; Sec. 256, p

130; Sec. 259, p. 13



988N G0 880U e0oUolIoy VIOM
I8YL0 —}OT8 —JTLUT 90URLSTP XoU30 50038304 sUOTUO suoiow Aey UTRIZ TNIF UIO0O 8395¢

80T Iom usyl) I8Un( shep (8303 — I[IOf

AONHSHY J0 SAVI ANV LELLVO

TTTTTTTTTTTTpIooex 1o J9IoUM Tooyos Sty% PI00GL 10 94€D

oaup 0% 13S0 COIQUMOSTE UT POpPUalGe 09 To0UD8 IO

o ghep 12301 0aPULYEe SAB( sfep Te10] sfiep TBL0L
<!

s et et

(:10910) rood ‘ITeJ ¢pooil :9pBIL SSETO

woum £AqQ (foeyo) ou ‘gad P TOOUDS WOXF Perdwaxs Axowsov ou ‘99A 1Ivsh 38R PSIOULIJ

a0
w©

onep yyItg auiel

TOOUDS UT OpeLy o

1TSTA IO 93%8(Q *ON *a2ST( Toouog £2UTI00

ruede (09UL) ILX0QET oFem I0 108I4UWO0D ‘qeusl ‘IouMmo ijuexed JO SINUSJ

CLo0HY TOOHDS S UTIHD HHL

26T ‘A9AT0gG XOQET PTTUD "OTOD



SCHOOL TABLE

GRADE

AGE

Appendix H

Sechool Table

(thart 4
i

:7 18

BY GRADE

& OVER

TOTAL

ACCELERATED

AT AGE

RETARDED

PER CENT

No, PER CENT

No. PER CENT

1 YR,

2Ynr.

3 YR,
OR MORE

TOTAL

PER CENT

DisTRIBU
TION

o

I1.

I11.

VL.
VIE
VI
IX.
X.
X1

X1

BY AGE

TOTAL

NUMBER

PER CENT

ACCELERATED

?

NUMBER
FER CENT

DISTRIBUTION

AT AGE

NUMBER

FER CENT

DISTRIBUTION

RETARDED

NUMBER

PER CENT

DISTRIBUTION
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APPEEDIN L
Ch ¥ SYUDIES.

Follswing are case studies of eighteen beet workin

m

families visited during the survey in Northern Colorado.
The complete recocds of these families are on file 1in the

L

Department of Hconomics end .Sociolozy at the Co}orado Agri-~
cultural College and may be scen at any time, (tozetner wich
nearly five hundred other family records) by calling at the
Department of Economics znd Sbciology. The names of all
families are strictly confiential and only the file nuﬁber
can be used. | |

A special effort has been made to ﬁake these case
stﬁaies as reprgséntative as possible. The most iavorable
and the most unfavoravle conditions have been omitted. It
is practically impossible to eliminate gersonal ovinion rrom
the selection .of case studies. Healizing cnis fact the writ-
er has endeavored to be as unbiased as nossible in the selec-
tion of examplies, and nas placéd the study in the appendix.
47, A Russian-German family, contracting to work fifty acres
of beets. The family owns a permanent home in a nearivy settle-
ment, Where'they iive during the winter. The father usually
secures some winter work. The Tami.y had contracted heets
since coming to America in 1912. Both parents attended school

in Russia. There are eight members of the family living ang .

four children had . died.  The oldest cnild is a girl of 17.
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There are uhree other girls, ages 11, 10 end 8, and two DOy s
ages b and 2. The parents and older estimated that they

k3 1

worked about 12 acrcs of beets, eacn, and vhe -irl of 11,

(y

f 8 but

=
O
9]

cres and the gir

]
g4

7 scres, the girl of 10, 4
acres, about 25 days was reguired for the Spring and Fall
PrOCE=SES » The family lived in a three room shack which
was in good condition. They had the use of & cistern for
their water, a ilock of some 5510ﬂiokcns, and ovuy most of
their living on credit. They visit in town but take little
part in community activities dufing the summer. The three
girls 11, 10 and © are well-up in c¢heir sohooi work, one in
the Tifth, one in the fourth and one in the second grade.
The 17 year old girl stopped school at the completion of
the fifth gréde.
61. AnlAustrian contract ramily, contracting %o do 45 acre
of beets. During the win.er the tfamily lives in Denver.

The father makes good wages during the winter. There are

al

eight members of the Tamily and four ciildren are dead.

r

=]

hree are five boys, age 23, 16, 15, 14 and 1l and one girl

N

ge £21. The three young peovnle said that theyJeach workxed

Y

about 9 acres of beets and the boys 15 and 14 did 7 acres
each. About 14 days was re uired Ior poth the spring and
fall prbcegses. The 11 year old.boy did 4 acires. The old-
er boys help with othér farm work during the summer. They

have a four room house in good repair, a garden, {wWo COWS,



twenty Tive cihickens and a pig. They buy most of their Liv-
ing for cash. The children drink milk three times & day, both
fresh and cured meat is used ebout twice a week; butter,

eggs, fresh and canned fruit every day. ZLuncaes are ta<en

to the field once or twice a day. All members of the family
belong to some lodge or club. The parenté are citizens and
have worked becets for twive years. The two older boys stop-

-

ped work at the completion of the eighth grade and the girl

)
(

e

at the sixth grade. The 1B year o

|.J.
Q

rear

=

d boy is retarded on

0]
[

but the otvher children zre at age. (x)

79. A Russian-German contract family working 60 acres of
beets. This is their fifth year as contractors although
they'have been in American eleven years. They rent a winter
home in a twon near the place wnere they work beets. The
father had no winter work in 19<3-24. There are ten menm-
bers of“the far: 1y and one child dead. Both parentis avtend-
ed school in Russia and are now citizens of this couniry.
The father and older girls, age 16, each did 12 zcres of
beets; the mother, 7 acres; a boy 13, eight acres; two giris,
ages 12 and 11, oid five acres each; two girls ages 10 and

(-

9 did four and three acre, respectively, and two boys, age €1l

L)

eight, uid about one acre each.

(x) Lunches taken to the iield generally consist of: bread,
butter, and jelly, sometimes meat and coffee. TLunches here-

after spoken of, will be understood to consi=zt of the:e foods.
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Both the first and last rrocecsses took about twenty five days,
and the hoeing about fifteen days. The two boys (ﬁwins)

age, elght, did not help in the hoeing. Taze family lived

in a poor, three roomed shack. They had a garden, a cow and
chickens. T hey used fru.t, vegetables and mealt occassion-
ally; eaggs twice a day, miik three times a day and coffee
once a day, hey bought mostly on credit. They tousX no part
in community activities, aside from ch rch and visiting

friends in town. All the children are at ege in their

)]

school work and intend to go on to high school. The girl

¢

16 stopped scnool zt the completion of the eighth grade.

89. A Russian-German contract famrly working forty acres
of bects. This 1s their second year as contractors, naving

rented a Tarm one year and owned one year. The father earn-

ed $340 the winter before doing janitor work. Xight mem-

bers of the fam 1y are at done, éne ls working in Caliior-
nia and three children are dead. The father and girl, 16,
worked about twelve acres of becits each, and the giris
eleven and nine d¢id 7 and © acres, repectively. They get
their miik free; the chilaren drink milk once a cay. But-
ter, meat, and eggs are used daily. ILuncioes are taken to

the field once or twice a day. ost of their living is bought

on credit. The chiidren and young folxs take books guilte

regularly from the library. All the children are at age
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in vhelr scro 1 work. The zirl 16 was in the ninth goezde
end the boys 19 ztowned schood alt irzde elven. The narents

5

1ve Teken out citlizensaoln papers.

157. A Spanish-American tenant familiy renting a one hund-
red forty acre ferm wnich 1s 1irri_sted. T3
operated on g Ierm of vaeir own Io

for twelve years, contraclted veeuvs eight years and worged

rem.ly. Two youn_er calldren, & girl 10 and a boy 11 work
one acre of beeis eacin. Two
work on the farm; The fam.ly lives in a taree ro-m House,

which 1s in good repair; chiey have a gorden; use vesetab.es

and mcat occassionally, eg.s, milk and coifee cailyv. Iost

of che livin 1is bought on crodit. Church is attended reg-

V]

ulerly and frequent trips are xde to town where the mem-

1

P

bers of the family visit friends. Outside of attendance

s

(0

at school entertainments, memders of .oae Tawlly taie no

part in community activities. All memcers of the Tamily
were born in Colorado. All children are =t age in their

school work. One of the older boys stopped scaool at grade

ten and the otier at grade six.

p)
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216, An Americen owner one cnild is desd

P

the =T

O

This is second yezr .he fatin

ways onwed (for <1 fnere 1s one hundred acres

farm, ninety ol sre cusiiveted. Al cnlldren e cept

znd the youniest, a boy of g, nlep-

tely two acre acn.

lived in & seven room nouge in

milk are uvsed every neal. The Tamliy

living. the remainder being

the Tamiiv take an active rTart in the communily &ciivities.
411 the children are un .n tnelr grode, ome cnlld being =c-

celeraced one year. DHoth young Ioliks are attending nigh schoo
526. A Russian-German renter family which have been on this
farm four years. +the previous seven Yeals were spent 2s cCon-
tract beet workers. There are ten memvers in tne present
femily and one ypirl, age 20 is away from home. The rather

and Tive older children

be

Q.

ets. Thirty deys was regul e

twelve davs Tor hoelng, and the time reg

2

not wiven. The family lived in a five room house wiich was
in fari condition; uad a cows, chnlcxens and pilgs;

used no milg, ovut had butter, eggs and meat daily; and.took
lunches to the Tieid cwice a day. They raise most of their

living,

family visit in both town and countr;,

the remalnder is bought on

credit.

Liembers

nd cunu
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entertsinments. They engage in no further social activitie
The parencsg are nbt citizens. Tuae three young peoile stopped
school at gr.des five, six and six, reprectively, and the tnre
young children sti.l in schosl were retarded from one to thrvee
years.

o854, A Russian-German contrasgt family of eight members workin

Y

y acres of beects. The fam 1y has been in the United Sta

v

for
seventeen vears,twelve of waich the fam.ly has contracted

beets. The parents are not citizens. The father had no work

T

the winter before. ne fami.v wons a home in a nearvy town.

A girl, 7 did not hlep in the veets but a girl, 7, two Dboys,
13 and 15, and the iather and mother did, working approximate-
ly one, seven, nine, :welve and six acres, respectively. They
lived in a three room house; had a garden and potato patch;

a cow and some chickens. Vegetables, frult and meat'were

each used an aveage of once é day; milk and cofifee were used
daily. lost of the lving was bou. hit on credit. Outside of
visiting among f iends in town and country, and aittendance at
church, no va:t wasz taken in community activities. The four
children in school are up in their grede, one girl being
accelerated one year. Both parent:s a.tended sciiooi in Russia.
271. A kexican contract fam.liy, tending forty-nine acres of
beets. They have contracted for fiteen ears since coming to

Worthern Colorado from the San Luis Valley. The winter be-

fore they were given the use of tue house where they were live-
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ing and worxing in 19z4. This was thelr iourta yeal On

¥our weeks were required 1
operations and two weeks for aoceing. All member: of the

Tanily helped with blocking and tninning out the nipes ear

old boy did not heln hoe, pull or top. There are nine mein-
bers of the fam 1y at home, one working :zwsy from nome z2nd

one child desd. Anotier izm.liy of Tive
them waking a nouseliold oI Tfourteen membzsrs. They nad a

fourteen room nouse, a g=rden and & Ilocx of chicxens. iost

o

was bougnt on credit. Vegetables, frult

of thnelir livin

0e
5

and meat in some form were used daily, practically. DButter

and eggs vere used daily but the Tamiliy 4id not use miix or
cofiee. Visits were exchanged with other contr:-ct fami_ies

3

and church, school entervainments, Gances and movies ‘ere

attended more or less regulariy. Four papers were subscrib-

v

ior. The three children in sciiool,

o
o

retarded one, two and three jears, respectively. Tae

)

(T
=

ur young rTolks nad all svopred scacol &t ellaer tie sixti

O.

T

or the peventh sr:ode.

280. A Meizican or oSranishh Americen contrect fam.ly of eleven
members, one ciilld being dead. This is ctuneir third yesar on

titls Tarwm, where they nave remained the past three winters.
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About four weeks were required for tne first znd last
beet operations snd two and one helf weeis for noeing. A
¢ year old girl aid not work in the beetz. The Tamily
~lived in a four room nouse, in good condition. They naad
a garden, e cow and cnickens. Vegetlsables, butter, eggs
snd milk were used daily, meat and Ifrult occassionally.

wembers of the famiiy took iluvtle part in communiisy ac-

|._1
;_n .
p ,
[
™
o3
P

vit . cnurcihh regularly. Four ci

[ald

L
[

[
=
@l
[}

-
o
o
<
(W
e
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were 1in scnoul, tnree being retarded -- a boy 1&, tiiree

vears; a boy 1i, one year; a voy 1lU, one yesr, snd a DOJ

Two other Tamily members are away from home and tnree
chiidren have cled. Sixteen years ilave been spent as
renter and elght as contractor. Toe parents nave peen in
the United 3tetes cwenty three years but nave not become
citizens. Four children, two young peonle, and the Tathner
nelped work iority acres of
nelp in the beets. Taree weeks were reculred in thinning,
(WO weeks ioelng, and Iour weeks r.:lling cnda topuong. rour
boys, ages 10, 12, 15, and 15 hel
work. They nave a nine room nouse walch is in good con-

?

dition; a gsarden, ana & large flock of caicixens, but no

The Tamily has vegetebles, meat, buster,

eges, and coifee dailly; chey do not use miix or fruit.
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They take lunches to the field once -or twice{daily. iost
of their living is bought on credit. Only the children
and young folks .ake any part in community activities.
hree  of the five children in school were retarded --

two boys three yezrs and one boy TWo ears. The two young
peonie stopped school at grades six and eight.

.573. A Mericen contrzct family of ten members. ZFour child
ren are away from home and four are dead. Two hired men
lived with the family. XHight weeks were requircd c¢o blocx
and vhin Jhe ninety-three acres of bects and anocher eight

were requir-

w

weeks for harvesting the crop. 3Butl two week
ed for hoeing; A boy eleven helped thing and hoe but did
not help with the pulling and topping. 1924 weas the fiftn
year on tnis farm. During the winter before, che rather
and two older boys mgde'abouu $425. The family lived in a
three room house, in good condiﬂion. They nad a garden

and a small flock of hens, but.no cow ‘or pigs. Vegetables
rrult, meat, mi k, butter, eggs, and coifee were used daily
Lunches were tasxen to the field daiiy. Iost of the living
was bought on credit. Aside from ciurci and occassionally
visits, no part was tuken in community activities. Three

1

children in school were retarded rour, four and taree years

ely. Three young peonle had each been through the

ctr
ot

regypec

Lol

-

third grade, but five adults, 1ncluding the pa:ents had

never been to scinool. The famlly had been in tine United
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States thirteen years but had not applied for first papers
for citizenship. The parents could not use LﬂgliSh and the
five young fokks and other adults couLd not read or wrlue
‘English.

58%. A ¥ewican contract family tending only fiften acress of

beets. This is their iirst year in beets. The prewious

vl

winter the fatiier earned $150. iTheir home is in HNew Mex-
ico but they expected to remain in Northern Colorado the
ne. t winter. There are eleven memberg of the familiy and

one child is dead. Two and one nalf weexs were reguired 1o
block and thin, four days to hoe and three weeks to nnarvest
the beet crop on winich they were working. The father and
the boys, ages 17, 1z, 10 and 8, worked tnree acreg gach.
The familiy 1ived”in g two room shack Wﬂlch was 1n poor
repair; =all ten persons sleeping in one room. (All the
}iﬁdrenlwere boys). They had avgarden and a large flock of
chickens. Vegetables and fruit were eaten occassionally,
meat and éggs daily; but little or no buiter, milk or cof-
fee was used during the summer. Most of the living wes
bought or credit. UWo activity wos caxen in the community,
except visiting and attendance at churchi. O0f the three
children in school, one is at zge, one is retarded omne year.
and one is retarded two years. The fatner can sypeak BEnglish
but the mother camnot.

41%7. A Mexican contract famiiy tending forty acres of bests



This is their eleventh year as contractors, tlhe first year on

this farm. They own & home in the neighboring town. The

family has been in the United Btates fifteen years but first

apers have not been applied for. The father can swueak, and

[B L=

bly
ct

v}
i

by

the mother can speak, read, and write EBnglish. Three weeks
were required to thin the beeils, three weeks to nzrve:st, and
oge week to hoe.‘ The nine iear old boy helped with tﬂiﬁning
and hoeilng bﬁt ot with the narvest, snd one eizhi year old
girl did no work in the beets. There were twelve members

of the famiiy and g hired man. One child wazs dead. The
Tamily lived in a one room shack, on poor repair. The family

~consisted of: father; moiher; aunt, =ge 51; girl, 19; hired

man; girl, 14; boy, 10, boy, 9; girl, 8; bov, 6; boy, 5; Doy,

1)
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]
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w
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5; and girl, 1. They had no garden, cow
six chickens. The family bought most of their living for

cash. They took no part in comnunity activities. All Four

children in school were ret Je N _he family had had no work

retarded !

the winier before.

43%. A Danish-American cwner of a fifteen acre iruck farm.
This is the first jear on this Iarm but the fifteenth year
as a farm owner. They have engaged in no other tenure. The
boys eight and eleven each worked one =zcre of beets, the
father vwo acres and the muother one. They lived in a good
five room house; had a garden, cow 2nd chickens; used meat,

vegetables, butter and milk deily and bought most of their

living for cash. They took little part in community activi-

ties, aside from voting, church and school entertainmenis.

o
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They,doinb visiting. Only one of the four chiiﬁfenrin
school is retarded. - L
434, A Russiagn=-German owner of a 180 acre farm, 100 acres
of wnich is irrigated and ﬁnder cultivation. This familiy

contracted beets one year, rented nine yezrs and gve owne

i rty acres of

®
jar
s

3

m
[

the pre_ ent farm seven years. They r th

_\
[

beets that they worked, themselves. It reguired four week

¥

to thin, two weeks to hoe and rive weeks t{o harveszst the
beet crop. The youngesst child to help in the beccs was a
boy ofveight; there were three younger children, szges 6,

4, &, and 1. The parentis had been in the United Scates

I“l

seventeen years and had applied for first papers. There
were twelve members of the family, =211 liveing at home.
No children had been lost by death. The famiiy lived in

~a seven Yoom house, in good condition; had a garden, COWS,

ch ckens, and pigs; vegetable., fruit, meat, butter, esggs,

i

miik, coffee were used at least daily and often tw.ce dail
Lunches were teken to the field once or iwice daily. A~

side from school, schurch, and vigiting, 1ittle part w

W

taken in community activities. of the six children in
sciiool, three were retarded, uvhe older thrée yvears, a
boy 18‘and a girl 17, had stopped school at the eighth
‘end seventh grades respectively.

495. A Russian-German contract family tending 58 acres of



of beets. Tne father has been in the United:States thir-
ty-six years, twenty-five of wiich he hed contracted beets

in Colorado. Tais was nis 1irst year on tais farm. The

i
g

i their

Q.

family owns a home in a nearby town vnere they spen
winters. The fatner had no winier work the winter before.
The parents zre citizens but dd not vote. Three weeks
were reguired to thin the 19 4 crop, two weeks to noe,
and iive weeks to harvewi. There are nine members of the

from

4}
3
{0
&

Tamily living at home, dhiree children living

home and four are dead. The father, movher, girl of 17,

boy of 15 and sirl of iZ, worked zbout ten acres of beets

5

4)]

each. Of two twin girls, age nine, one worked four acre
and one but one end one-hzlf acre. The famiiy lived in a

good two room house, one room of wicih was used Tor sleep-

ing purposes. The family had a garden, a cow and chiickens

o

Vegetabies, meat, butter, miik, coffece and i.nche. were
used daily; most of the living was bought on credit. The
narents and chi.dren aftended churcel:, school entertsin-
ments, movies and visited freguently. Of the five child-
ren in school, one was retarded three years; t(wo, two
years; and one, one year.

511. A Mexican contract famiiy working beets for the firs
year. The winter before the fatner workad in the coal

mines earning $300. The family w:s only harvesting the

beets which was expected to take some three weeks. A boy

i
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‘seven wes not working but two boys, ages & and 10, were
helpiﬁg the father and mother. There were nine membezs
of the family all living at home. The family lived in a
one room shack in a grove. They héd no garden, CoOvs,
 phickens or pigs. They'psed buiter, mezt and eggs®on
P.the table dail?, but no fruit; milk or Qoffee. They did
not teke lunches to the fieid. The visited with Trignds

7, but otherwise lived

s
()

in town, a.tended church irregular
unto themselves. The vhree children jn school, ages 10,
and 7 were all up in their grade. Tie parenis were b.rn

in Mexico but had taken out citizenship papers. 3Both

1

‘mglish and Spanish.

Lz

could speak, read and wirte both

Voo
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