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ABSTRACT 

In recent years several studies have been made 

concerning the effectiveness of the Agricultural Extension 

Service radio programs in several states and counties in 

the United States. These studies have considered various 

phases of evaluation, such as the radio programs, the 

listeners, and the results. The writer has been inter­

ested in constantly improVing the Extension Service radio 

programs 1n Vigo County, Indiana, for nearly 10 years. 

Prior to 1946, the time and length of these programs in 

Vigo County were changed several times by the radio sta­

tion management. Since 1946, after a brief study was 

conducted for the radio station, the broadcasts have been 

at 12 noon to 12:05 P.M., Monday through Friday. The 

desire for the constant improvement of these programs 

prompted this study. 

The problem 

What recommendations might be made for the 

improvement of the Extension Service Radio Programs for 

farm people in Vigo County, Indiana? 



Problem analysis.--In order to aid in the 

answering of the problem question, the following broad 

sub-questions are presented: 

1. To what extent do farm people listen to 

the present programs? 

2. What types of programs do farm people 

prefer? 

3. What benefits do farm people receive from 

the programs? 

Delimitation.--This study has been limited to 

personal interviews of 110 farm men and 110 farm women, 

selected at random from the farms of Vigo County. 

Background 

From 1933 to the present there has been a 

continuous daily County Extension Service radio program 

in the county. Since February, 19)5, practically all of 

the programs have originated from the Vigo County Exten­

sion Office through the remote control facilities 

furnished by radio station WBOW. During the past 16 

years over 4800 radio programs have been presented by 

the County Extension staff. 

Methods and Materials 

In planning this study, the farm youth were 

omitted because they are in school eight and one half 



months during the year and do not have the opportunity 

to listen to the County Extension Service radio programs 

regularly. 

Procedure 

The personal interview method was used in this 

study. Farm and home visits were made by the interviewers 

who worked in teams of two. The teams were divided so 

that a woman worker could interview the farm woman and 

a man worker could interview the farm man. 

Sampling 

Thie survey includes 110 men and 110 women. 

Because of the large urban population which covers 

practically all of Harrison township, that township was 

excluded from this study. A map of the county was secured 

and 22 sampling areas were selected. The Associate 

County Agent Leader of Indiana, selected the areas and 

marked the starting points on the map. Beginning at 

each of the starting points, the interviewers stopped at 

the first five farmsteads in each area. In cases where 

the farmer or wife, or both, were not at home the next 

nearest farmstead was used to complete the sample in a 

particular area. 

Personal interview 
survey forms 

Two forms were used in conducting the personal 

interviews, one for farm men and one for farm women. 



In general these forms included: age, education, sex, 

amount of listening, program preference, and result 

measurement. 

Summary and Concluding Statements 

Summary .21 findings M 
shown J2I survey sample 

In consideration of the inventory of radios on 

the farms, it was found that over 98 per cent of the farm 

homes had radios. There were, on an average, 1.8 radios 

per farm. The farm men 60 years old and older reported 

fewer radios than any other age group. More radios were 

located in the living room than in any other place • 

. It was found that 77.3 per cent of the farm 

men and 80.9 per cent of the farm women have listened to 

the programs at least once. Over halt of the non-listen­

ers were 50 years of age or older. On the basis of pro­

jected daily average listening, it was found that 35.8 

per cent of the farm women and 16.5 per cent of the farm 

men listened daily. The noon hour was the most frequent 

choice for the time of the broadcasts. The average grade 

attained in school by the farm men was 9.4 and the farm 

women 10.0 

In consideration of subject matter for the radio 

programs, both the farm women and farm men as a whole 

preferred recommended practices. However, the farm women 

under 30 years of age preferred programs on which meetings 



were announced, while the farm women 60 years old and 

older preferred programs that told about the doings of 

other people. 

County txtension Agents were preferred for the 

presentation of the broadcasts, except by the farm men 

under 40 years of age. Both farm men and farm women of 

all age groups preferred programs of at least 10 minutes 

duration. The farm men listeners preferred the one voice 

type of presentation, while the farm women listeners did 

not indicate a great deau. of difference between one voice, 

interview, or forum programs. 

Only a small percentage of the farm listeners 

indicated that they took some direct action as a result 

of the broadcast programs. However, approximately 25 

per cent of the farm men and 18 per cent of the farm 

women stated that they had attended a meeting that was 

announced on the County Extension Office radio program. 

Concluding statements ' 

This study has revealed that in the past the 

Extension Service radio programs in Vigo County, Indiana, 

have been rather effective. When only one program is 

given each day, the noon hour is preferred by the high­

est percentage of farm men and farm women. If additional 

programs were planned for early morning and evening, more 

farm people might be reached by the programs. It is 

pleasing to note that a fair percentage of farm people 



listen daily when there are such competing programs as: 

the WLS Dinner Bell Program and Baukh.age over WTHI. 

It ls believed that the Extension Service radio 

programs could be improved by lengthening the noon pro­

gram to 10 minutes. A higher percentage of the programs 

could be directed to the farm women because more of the 

women listen reguiarly than do the farm men. The pro­

grams should be planned for farm people under 60 years 

of age, keeping in mind the ninth or tenth grade educa­

tional level. 

The Extension Service radio programs should 

frequently be evaluated by all possible and practical 

means in order to find ways of improving the programs 

in the county. 

The folloWing proposals are made for the 

improvement of the Extension Service radio programs 

in Vigo County, Indiana. 

1. If it is possible, lengthen the daily 

programs to at least 10 minutes. 

2. Plan programs for the farm people under 

60 years of age. 

3. Present a higher percentage or programs 

that are of interest to the farm women. 

4. More farm people might be reached if 

additional programs were planned for the early 

morning and evening. 



5. Present programs at about the ninth or 

tenth grade level. 

6. Evaluate programs frequently so that they 

may be improved. 

Sugge st1ons ill 
further study 

Since 1t was impossible to make a complete 

study the following suggestions are made for future study: 

1. Survey of Vigo County, Indiana, Extension 

Service radio programs 1n surrounding counties. 

2. The extent that other radio programs 

compete with the Vigo County, Indiana, Extension 

Service radio programs . 

3. Methods of measuring the effectiveness of 

Extension Service radio programs through the devel­

opment of valid and reliable evaluation criteria. 

4. The poss1b111t1es of the use of television 

for County Extension Service work. 
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Ct.apter I 

INTRODUC TION 

In rec eat year s several studies have been made 

concerni ng t he effec t ivenes s of the Agricultural Extension 

Servi ce radio progr ams in sever al states e.nd count 1es in 

the United States. The se stud e s have considered various 

phases of evaluation, such as t h e r adio pr ograms, the 

listeners , and t he re sults . The wri ter hRs been inter­

e sted in constantly improving the Extension Service radio 

progr ams in Vigo County, Indiana , for nearly O years. 

Prior to 1946, the time and length of these programs in 

Vigo County 1'1ere change d several times by the radio static 

management. Since 1946 , afte r a brief study was conducted. 

for the r adio station, the broadcasts have been at 12 noon 

t o 12:05 P. M., l~onda y t hrough Frida y. The desire for the 

consta~t i mprovement of these programs prompted this 

study. 

I 
The ·or oblem 

Whs.t recommendation3 might be made for the im­

provement of t h~ Extension Service Radio Programs for 

f ar m people i n Vigo Co unty, I ndiana? 

Problem anal'rs!.s .--In order to aj_d in the 

_ __,, __ --~---- .......-.....---



I. 
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answering of the problem question, the following broad 

ub- que st~ons are pre sented: 

1. To what extent do farm people listen to 

2. 1.'lla t types of programs do farm people 

prefer? 

3. What benefit8 do farm people receive from 

the programs? 

Delimit.ation.--This study has been limited to 

personal interviews of 110 f arm men and 110 farm ·mmen 

selected at r ndom from the f arms of Vigo County. 

B2.ckground 

From 1933 to the present there has been a con­

tinuous daily County xtens ion Service r adio program in 

the county . Since February, 1935, practically all of the 

progr ams have originated from the Vigo .County Extension 

Office through the re mote control facilities furnished 

by radio stat.ton 1'ffiOW. During the past 16 years over 

4800 radio programs have been preEented by the County 

Extension staff. 

-----~ ..... ---·- ~--~-~----· 



Chapter II 

REVI E 1-T OF LI TERATURE 

I Extent of farm l istening 

'l'here s a wide variation in t he methods of 

reporting the extent of farm r adio listening in t he vari­

ous extension studies. In Allen county, Indiana, 

Johnston (2) , 1942, fo und t hat 30 per cent of the farm 

olks heard the county extension progrrun daily or every 

other day. In Ward. county, North Dakota, 94 per cent of 

the f ar mer s had heard the uounty agent and 81 per cent of 

the homemakers had he ard the home demonstration agent, 

a ccording to Crile (1), 1945. The United States Bureau 

of Ag !.cul tural Economics (8), i 946, reports tha t approxi­

mately two thlrds of "the farm people who have radios 

listen to fe~m programs . During the period of a year 

.. early one half of the farmers and over one half of the 

homemakers in three Pennsylv~n1a countie s listened to the 

count y extension broadcas t s , Reist (5), 1948 . 

Several studies revealed that t he noon hour 

was t he best time of day for fa_m and homemaking programs, 

(5 ), (6), and (7), 1948. In the ,;·rABI Radio Study (10), 

1948, t he best listeni ng time was bet~ een 7 :00 s.nd 8: 00 

o'clock in the evening nnd the second be st listenine time 
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was the noon hour. 

In Pennsylvania, full time farmers and their 

wives were the principal listeners to agricultural and 

home economic s broadca sts as reported by Reist (5), 1948. 

~n 11e in Texas (7), 1948 , more women thnn men rep ted the 

listened t o extension broadcasts. A greater number of 

extension broadcast li stener s than any other age group 

were between t he ages of 30 and 39 years a nd the median 

grade a ttained ir. school for the listeners was the 8th 

grade for the men and t he 10th grade for the women in the 

WABI Radio Study (10), 1948. 

2ro~r Dm nr eference of 
far m -.:.leo-ole -

In general, according to several studies, 

farmers and f ar m women prefer the interview ty-pe or the 

informal ty:~e of farm bro adcast& Johnston (2), 1942, 

found tha t 68.7 per cent of the farmers and 75.3 per cent 

of the homemakers in Allen county , Indiana, preferred the 

extemporaneous type of broadcast program. In Ward county, 

North Dakota, Crile ( 1), 1945, fo nd tha.t e. large majority 

of the rural listeners preferred the interview style of 

presentation. According to the U.S. Bureau of Agricul­

tural Economics ( 8: lx), 1946, 11 :Most rural 11 steners seem 

to take radio programming for granted. 11 It has been 

pointed out by Schini t z ( 6) , 1948 , tha t I nu.l a.na farm home­

maker s ar e i nt er e s t ed in hearing market r eports on poultry 



and eggs as well as ho me economics club news by the 

straight talk method. In contrast the farmers are inter­

ested in discussion topics in every field of agriculture. 

The most popular type of presentation 1n Mai ne was the 

interview, WA.BI Radio Study (10), 1948. 

Benefi ts r ec eived 

There Rr e many ways in which f e.rm radio broad­

casts have been evaluated as to results and benefits. As 

a direct means of i nflD encing f ar mers and farm women to 

adopt recommended practices, r adio does not seem to rank 

as high as other methocls. Hov.rever, in any case, it would 

seem that a great many things would have influence in the 

adoption of new and recommended practices . Farm papers, 

meetings, bulletins, calls by salesmen, and visits with 

neighboring farm families would seem to have a great deal 

of influence, in addition to radio, in the adoption of 

recommended practices. 

Among the direct sources, farmers ranked ~adio 

low in Allem county, Indiana, in the adoption of recom­

mended practices, Johnston (2), 1942. Thirty eight per 

cent of the farmers and 45 per cent of the homemakers were 

reached by the Ward county, North Dakota, extension broad­

casts, who otherwise had never participated in extension 

activiti es, Crile (1) , 1945. About 25 per cent of the 

i·:omen Gi d 10 per cent of t he me n reported they had taken 

notes, while one hal f of the men and one fourth of the 
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women phoned, wrote, or called the Ward county extension · 

office. 

Radio owners felt t hL. t 'they would mi tH l , adio 

very muc~ if it were inaccessible to them, according to 

the U.S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics (8), 1946. 

Radio owners also valued radio highly as a sour ce of news 

and other information and as a source of entertainment 

and company. 

Lazersfeld &nd Field (3:71), 1946, states, 

11 The.t the people who are more susceptible to radi o educa­

tion are those who ne ed it less." They mentioned that 

31 per cent of the people surveyed thought that radio 

added to their practical information on agriculture and 

homemaking. 

In Pennsylvania, Reist (5), 1948, pointed out 

that almost as many f .s.rmers uere reached through radio as 

were reached through farm meetings anu organizations and 

more t han one half of the women were reached through radi 

1•1Taking Action 11 ~-1as considered as phoning the county agent 

writing him, requesting a f a~m visit, calling at the 

office, or attending a farm meeting. In three counties 

included in the study, 48 per cent to 82 per cent of the 

farmers took some form of action. It was also pointed out 

that r adio was a ve'!"y important means of maintaining good 

will among farm peo9le. According to the ~ABI Radio 

Study (lC), 1948, only 12 per cent of the farm families 



reque sted information as a result of the extension radio 

broadcas t. In Texa s (7), 1948, radio ranked third, next 

to farm j ourna.le, and nei ghbors t:1.nd friends as a source 

of new ide a.a . 

Summarv 

1. The extent of ~arm listening to extension 

broadcasts seems to be fairl y good, accor ning to other 

extension r adio studies . 

2 . In several studie s the noon hour wa s given 

irst choice by the listeners for farm and home making 

progr ams. 

4 

3. One study indica t ed that t he l argest group 

of farmer listeners is f rom 30 to 39 years of age. 

4. From t he findings of others, t he interview, 

informal and extem?oraneous t ypes of presentation seem to 

be some of the most popular t ypes of extension radio pro­

grams t or rural listeners. 

5. Radio is one of a number of means which 

s.id in the adoption of new ideas and recommended 

practices. 

6. "Te.king Action" e.s a result of an extension 

broadca st seems to be one way of evaluating the effect­

iveness of the extension radio program. 



Chapter III 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 

r::: 

In planning t h is study, the farm youth were 

omitted bec ause they are in sch ool eight and one half 

months during the year and do not have the opportunity to 

listen to the County Extension Service radio programs 

regularly. Anot her rea son for eliminating them from this 

survey was because of a study conducted by Murphy (4), in 

1941. Her study dealt with the effectiveness of radio in 

4-H club work and it pointed out that only a small per­

centage of the 4-H club members l istened regularly to the 

4-H broadcasts. 

Procedure 

study. 

191.i,9. 

The personal interview method was used in this 

The interviews were ma.de during April and May, 

F&.rm and home vi sits were made by the interviewers 

who worked in teams of two. Four teams of interviewers 

were use~. They included: the Associ a te State County 

Agent Leader, Assistant State Leader of Home Demonstration 

Agents , Vigo County Home Demonstration Agent, Vigo County 

As si s t ant Count y Agent , County Extension Of fic e Secretary, 

County Home Econoffiic s Cl ~b Counci l Pre sident, Voc ational 

Agr i cul ture Teacher, t he County Agent and his wife. The 
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teams were divided so that a woman worker could interview 

the farm woman and a man worker could interview the farm 

man. 

Sanmling 

This survey includes 110 men and 110 women, or 

about fi ve per ce nt of· the f a rm me n and five per cent of 

the farm women of the county. According to the 194.5 U. S. 

Farm Census (9:3.5), there were 2277 farms in Vigo county. 

~h e county is com~osed of 12 townships. Because of the 

large urban population whi ch covers practically all of 

Harrison township, that township was excluded from this 

study. Personal lntervtews were conducted in each of the 

other tow~ships. 

A map of the county was secured and 22 sampling 

areas were selected. The AS$OC1ate County Agent Leader 

of Indiana selected t h e areas and marked the starting 

points on the map, (see Figure 1). The areas were then 

numbered so that the validity of the srunple could be 

checked after tpe survey work was completed. Beginning 

at each of the starting points, the interviewers stopped 

at the first five farmste ads i n each area. In cases 

where the f 8.rmer or wife, or both, were not a.t home the 

next nearest f armstead was used to complete the sample 

in a particular ~ ea. 

Oth er sampling methods were considered, but 
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Figure l. A township of Vigo County, Indiana, 

showing tha numbered starting points for each 
sampling area. 
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because of the expense, time, 8.nd trHvel involved were 

discarded. When the survey work was completed the even 

I numbered sampling areas were checked against the odd num-
' 

bered sampling areas as to average acreage per farm. The 

aver age acreege checked within two acres. 

Personal interview 
survey forms 

Two forms we r e used in conducting the personal 

intervi ews, one for f Rrm men and one for fc1.rm women. 1/ 

In general t hese forms i ncluded: age, education, sex, 

amount of listening , program preference, and result 

me ~surement. In order to check t he form before using them 

in t he field , the County Agent interviewed several farmers 1 

and t he Home Demonstra tion Agent did likewise with several 

f ar m Home n. A meetin6 of c..ll t h e interviewers was held 

the ev~ning prior to the da y the first interviews were to 

be conducted . At this meeting the survey forms were dis- · 

cussed so that each of the interviewers understood the 

meaning of all t he items include d on the f orms. At the 

end of th~ f irst day of interv1e1·1ing all the interviewers 

met ag~in and discus sed their findi ngs. They also com­

pared survey forms to see if all were collecting the data 

in t he same manner. 

1/ A copy of both survey forms used mn.y be found 
in App .di :-: 



Chapter IV 

FRESE~ ATION AND DISCUSSION OF DATA 

I.ventory of r ~dio s 
on farms 

19 

I n consideration of the problems involved in 

improving the Extension Service radio programs in Vigo 

vounty, Indiana, one f actor i s the number of radios and 

their location on the various f arms. According to the 

data obtained, T2.ble 1, less than t wo per cent of the 

farms had no radios. The average number of radios per 

farm 't\"as 1.8 • . '!1he lowe st average number of radios per 

f a.rm was found on the f arr,1s of the men 60 years old and 

over. It can be seen, therefore, that the potential lis­

tening audience is not limited due to lack of radios. 

In all age groups of the farm men, as shown 1n 

Table 2, more radios were located in the living room than 

in any other place. Among those radios located outside 

the farm house t h e family car was the most frequent loca­

tion reported. A higher percentage of the homes of the 

men under 30 yaars of age had radios 1n the kitchen than 

in any other age group. Since most of the rural radios 

are located 1n the ~arm house it 1a evident that farm 

radio programs shoul be given a t a time ·1hen the great­

es t m2. jortty of the f ~:,.~-.. ll. ste:1ers are in the f arm home. 
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Te.ble 1.--NUMBE.R OF RADIOS PER FARM HOME BY AGE GROUPS OF THE FARH .. .fEN IN VIGO COUNTY, 
I NDIANA, 1949 

i~umber 
of 

Radios 

Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 
yea.re yee.l''S years ye ars e.nd over 

Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per 
cent cent c~nt ce~t ce nt cent ---------...;;._~-- --~~----~-=-;;.__---__;;..c... ..;;..c... ____ ..;:;.....'--'-----..:--'C..=..:: 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

Avere.ge number 
radios per 

7 46.7 

5 33.3 

2 13.3 

1 6.7 

15 100.0 

farm 1.8 

8 36.4 

8 36.4 

4 18.2 

1 4.5 

1 4.5 

22 100.0 

2.0 

12 46.3 

8 30.6 

3 11.6 

2 7.7 

1 3.8 

26 100.0 

1.9 

1 4.3 

10 43.5 

4 17 .L1-

5 21.8 

13.0 

23 100.0 

2.0 

1 4. 2 

13 54.2 

10 41.6 

2 1.8 

50 45.5 

35 31.8 

14 12.7 

7 6.4 

2 1.8 

24 100.0 110 100.0 

1.4 1.8 
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I Table 2.--LOCATION OF RADIOS IN THE HOMES OF FARM MEN BY AGE GROUPS IN VIGO COUNTY, 
l I NDIANA, 1949 

Loc e.tion Under 30 30 to 40 40 to .50 50 to 60 60 yea.rs Total 
of years years years years and over 

Ra.dios Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Humber Per Number :: er 
cent cent cent cent cent cent-I} 

Kitche n 6 22.2 5 11.1 8 16.0 7 15.6 5 1.5.2 31 28.2 

Dini ng room 1 3.7 4 8.9 10 20.0 5 11.1 6 18.2 26 23.6 

Living room 11 40.8 18 40.0 18 36.0 18 40.0 16 48 .4 81 73. 6 

Bedroom 3 11.1 .5 11.1 3 6.0 2 4.4 3 9.1 16 14.6 

Ce.r 5 18 . .5 7 15 .6 10 20. 0 10 22oJ 3 9.1 3.5 31.8 

Truck 1 3.7 2 4.4 2 4.4 5 4.5 

Barn 3 6.7 1 2.2 4 3.6 

Shop 1 2.2 1 2.0 2 1. 8 

TOTAL 27 100.0 4.5 100.0 50 100.0 4.5 100. 0 33 100.0 200 

* Per cent of f arm homes in sample. 

~ 



Extent of listening 

According to t his survey 22.7 per cent of the 

farm me n a nd 19.1 per cent of t he f arm women have never 

hear d the broadca s t programs. It was nec essary to show 

t he extent of 11 stening in tern1s of daily 11 s tening , for 

comparative purposes . Since there seems to be no standard 

method of reporti ng the extent of listening , the method 

that was used in Pennsylvania (5:5), 1948, was adapted 

for use in thi s study. 

In order. to predict the percentage of daily 

listeners, it was necessary to ex:press the amounts of 

monthly and weekly li stening in terms of daily listening. 

Since there were,. on an average, 22 programs broadcast 

during a one month period , the nurr.ber who reported listen­

ing once a month was divided by 22. Therefore the fol­

lowing fo r mula. could be developed. 

Y = ~. Where Y equals per cent of daily 
N 

listening, X equals number listening during a given 

period, and N equ~ls the number of programs broadcast 

during the ssme period. 

In the proj ection, as shown in Table 3, more 

than t,-11ce the number of farr.1 women 11 sten daily to the 

Vigo County Extension Service radi o programs than do 

the f ar :n men . 

---~--------· 



Table ,.,. --DAILY FARM M:EN AND FARM VONEN LTSTENERS TO VIGO 
COUNTY , I NDIANA , EX1SNSI CN SERVICE BROADCASTS, BASED 
UPON 22 PROGRAMS PER 110N7H, 1949. . 

Li st ening 
Frequency 

Once a. month 

Twice a month 

Three times a 
month 

We ekly 

Twi ce a week 

Daily 

Seldom or 
irreo-ula.r* 

0 

fover li s~en 

TOTAL 

· er cent daily 
li stening 

Farm 1-i:en 
Num~er Daily 

of cases li steners 

12 

7 

1 

18 

17 

6 

24 

25 

110 

0.6 

0.1 

J . 6 

6 . li, 

6.0 

1 . 0 

18. 2 

Fa.rm Women 
Number Daily 

of cases listeners 

3 

3 

2 

10 

38 

21 

12 

21 

110 

0.1 

0.3 

0.3 

2.0 

15.2 

21.0 

39.4 

* Figured at once a month listening. 

The runount of 11 s tening is only one criterion 

f or evaluating t he effectivenes s of the radio programs 

in t he past and it doss not provide a clue for the im­

pr ovement of the progr ams . 

-----· ---- ·-~~.......::=====:::;::::;:;:;:=;· :;::.-;;::::::;::;:: 



One factor which mny have an influence on the 

extent of farm radio li steni ng is the time of the broad­

cast program. In Table 4, 1t is shown that the noon hour 

was prefe rred by a ma jori ty of both the farm men and farm 

women listeners surveyed. Th e f i ndings in this survey, 

a s to t ime of broadcas t , agr e ed with t hree out of four 

Extension Se~vice s tudi e s conducted in 1948 , (5), (6), 

( 7), and ( 10). Othe r sup_)lemental programs could be 

considered for t h e evening 8nd early morning , in order 

to meet the ne ed s of t hose l)ersons who prefer programs 

at some other time than the noon hour. 

Inasmuch as the educa tional level of the listen­

ers may have an influence in the organization and plan­

ning of a radio program, gr a.de achieved in school should 

be consJ.dered. In Table 5, it is shown that the average 

grade i n school att a ined by the farm men wa s 9.4 and 

arm -:·1or.1 en 10.0. Therefore , it would seem tha t programs, 

in order to be effective, should be planned at the ninth 

or tenth grade level. 

Programs 

Ty:pes of progra ms .--In this study the types 

of Extension Service radio programs were divided into 

recommended practices, doings of others, answers to 

que stions, B-nnouncement s of meeting s and markets. In 

Table 6 recommended pr acti ce s ar e shown to have been 

----- -......_...,... ___ .,.........~-- - ----~--~- -·---~ --- -----~ --- ------



Table 4.--LISTENERS ' TIME PREFERENCE OF FARM MEN AND FARM ivOMEN FOR VIGO COUNTY, 
It DIANA, EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO PROGRAMS BY AGE GROUPS, 1949 

Lis teners 1 Under 30 JO to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 
t · me yearA years yco.rs yee.rs and over 

p1•eferenr.e Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per 
cent cent cent cent cent cent 

Far:n men 
ifoon hour 12 85.7 12 66.7 12 54.5 7 41.2 13 92.9 56 6.5. 9 

All other 
time s 2 14.3 6 33.3 10 4.5 • .5 10 58.8 1 7.1 29 34.J. 

- - - - - -
TOTAL 14 100.0 18 100. 0 · 22 100.0 17 100.0 14 100.0 85 100. 0 

Farm women 
Noon hour 11 91.7 23 9.5.8 23 82.l 16 94.1 6 75.0 79 88.8 

All other 
ti. mes 1 8.3 1 4.2 5 17.9 1 5.9 2 25.0 10 11. 2 

- - -
TOTAL 12 100.0 24 100.0 28 100.0 17 100.0 8 100.0 89 100. 0 



I 
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Table 5 . --AVERAGE GRADE IN SCHOOL, BY AGE GROUPS, OF VIGO COUNTY , INDIANA, FARM MEN 
AND FARN WO!-IE N, 1949 

Under JO 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 
Sex years years : ·ars yee.rs Rnd over 

Number Ave. Number Ave. Nuni" · Ave. Number Ave. rJumber Ave. Numb€r Ave :-
grade grade grade grade grade grade 

Farm men 15 11.7 22 10.7 26 10.1 23 8.0 24 7.2 110 9. 4 

r"'e.rm wo me n 14 11.1 29 11. l.j. 31 10.8 2.5 8.4 11 6.9 110 10.0 



preferre d by many more f 2rm men surveyed than were a.ny 

of the the r types of programs. In the case of the f arm 

women, Table 7, recommended pr actices received the high­

est number of choice s, ~ut the doing s of others r anked 

a very close second choice. Al so t h e farm women under 

27 

JO year s of age had 2. strong preference for announce­

ments of meetings, 1vhile the :tarm women 60 years old and 

over decidedly pr·eferred progr ams dealing w1 th the doings 

of othe r people. 

In 1946, the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural 

Economics, (8:ix) , pointed out that the majority of 

rur~l listeners seem to take radio programming for gr anted 

In the present study, when most of the rural listeners 

were asked about the aforementioned phase of programming, 

most of them indicated a preference as to the type of 

program they preferred. Due to the fact that market 

report s have been included on thP. regular programs of 

Radio Station WBOi'l, there were not many persons who 

preferred market reports on the Extension Service radio 

programs. 

--~---- -~----- --~-----



!:::le 6.--TYPE OF COUNTY EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO PROGRAJ.18 PERFERPED BY VI GO COUNTY, 
I 'i!J ... ANA, FARM HEN , BY AGE GROUPS, 1949 

- ----- -----
Type Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 

of year s years years years a.nd over 
Pro:;rB.m Number Per Number Per Number Per Number PBr Number Per Humber Per 

cent ce nt cent cent cent cent 

Recommen ed 
practice s 7 46.6 11 50.0 13 50.0 8 34.8 9 37.5 48 43.6 

Doing s of 
others 2 13 . 3 3 13.7 1 3.8 3 13.0 9 8. 2 

AnSi·rers to 
que stions 1 6.7 1 4. 5 . 1 3.8 1 4.3 1 4.2 5 4.5 

Announcement s 1 6.7 1 4.5 2 7.8 2 e. 7 6 5.5 

Markets and 
crops 2 13.3 1 4.5 4 15.4 2 8.3 9 8.2 

No 
0 eference 1 6.7 1 4.5 1 3.8 3 13.0 2 8.3 8 7.3 

Never listen 1 6.7 4 18.3 4 15.4 6 26. 2 10 41.7 25 22.7 

- - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 15 100.0 22 100.0 26 100.0 23 100.0 24 100.0 110 100.0 

~ __________________ ___,CIJ 



- ------ -------- ---

'I' able 7.--TYPE OF COUNTY EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO PROGRAMS PREFERRED BY VIGO COUNTY, 
I trlJI ANA , FARM WOMEN, BY AGE GROUPS , 1949 

---- - ·- --- -----
T y i?o Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 · 60 years Total 

or years years years years and over 
Prog:r~ n Number Per Number- Per Humber Fer Number Per Number Per Number Per 

cent cent cent cent cent cent 

rt commended 
practices 4 28.6 9 31.1 10 32 . 2 5 20.0 28 25.5 

Doings of 
27.6 6 o ·h-rs 2 14.3 8 19.4 6 24.0 4 36.4 26 23.7 

nsHers to 
questions 1 7.1 4 13.8 6 19.4 3 12.0 1 9.1 15 13.6 

Announcements 4 28.6 2 6.9 6 19.4 2 8.0 1 9.1 15 13.6 

No 
preference 1 7.1 l 3.4 1 4.0 2 18.2 5 4.5 

Never listen 2 14.3 5 17.2 3 9.6 8 32.0 3 27.2 21 19.1 
- - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 14 100.0 29 100.0 31 100.0 25 100.0 11 100.0 110 100.0 

- -----....----------------- -- ------....1 :.0 
I 

l' 
1 
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People on programs .--Considering extension 

agen~s, f arm people, college specialists, and 4- H club 

groups; the f arm people surveyed selected the county ex­

tension agents, as sho·1_,m in Tables 8 a.nd 9, as their first 

choice. Ro·wever, t h e men ti. .. - r 40 years of age preferred 

f arm people as their f irst choice. The second choice of 

all the age groups of both f 8.rm men and farm women was 

for a program on which f arm peo9le appeared . A9proxi­

mately eight per cent of the f e.rm men and women preferred 

a varied program or did not state a preference. The 

data indicate that college specialists and 4-H club groups 

should be used on t he County Extension Office radio 

programs only occasionall y. 

Length of programs. --During the past 10 years 

the Vigo County, Indiana, li steners have been accustomed 

to a daily five-minute progr am. When they were asked 

the ~ue stion on length of program, 67 per cent of the 

farm men l i steners and 74.2 per cent of the farm women 

listeners, as shown in Table 10,. preferred a program of 

10 minutes or longer. All a 0 e groups preferred a longer 

program. The most common comment by th~se who preferred 

a longer program was: 11 If a program is worth listening 

to at all, it should be at least 10 m'nutes l ong . " 

- - ----- --·-~~-~~-------- ----- -~---,,.-------~-
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Table 8 .--PREl!,ERENCE OF PEOPLE ON COU NTY EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO PRC. RAHS BY VI GO 
COUNTY1 I NDI ANA , FARM HE~ BY AGE GROUPS, 1949 

Peopl e Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 
on year s years yea.r s years and over 

.?r ograms Number Per Numbe r Pe r Number Per ,rurnber Per Nwrber Per Number Per· 
cent c ent cent cent ce nt cent 

Ext ensi on 
agents 4 26.6 5 22.7 12 46.2 10 43. 4 10 41.7 41 37. 3 

Fa.rm people 6 40.0 8 36.5 2 7. 7 2 8.7 2 8. 2 20 18 . 2 

College 
specialist s 2 13.3 1 4.5 . 3 11.5 3 13.1 l 4.2 10 9.1 

4- H groups 1 6.7 2 9.0 2 7.7 5 4. 5 

No 
pr eference 1 6.7 2 9.0 3 11.5 2 8.7 1 4.2 9 8. 2 

Neve r li st en l 6.7 4 18.3 4 1.5.4 6 26.1 10 41.7 2.5 22.7 

- - - - - -
TOTAL 15 100.0 22 100.0 26 100.0 23 100.0 24 100.0 110 100.0 

f 
i 
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----
Tabl3 9 .--PREFERENCE OF PEOPLE ON COUNTY EX'J.1ENSI C 1 SERVICE RADIO PRCGRAMS BY VIGO 

COUJTY, INDIANA, FARM WOMEN, BY AGE GROUPS, 1 9Lt 9 
.. ·---· 

People Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 
on years years years years and over 

Programs Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Nwaber Per 
cent cent cent ce nt cent cent 

Ext ension 
ager.t s 9 64.3 13 44.8 18 58.2 7 28 .0 4 36.4 51 46.3 

Farm people 2 l4oJ 3 10.4 5 16.1 3 12.0 2 18.2 15 13.6 

Coll e cr e 
0 

4 13.8 6.4 specinl iata 3 12.0 7 

h~H group s 3 10.4 2 6.5 2 8.0 7 6. 4 

;,!o 
preference 1 7.1 1 3.4 3 9.6 2 8.0 2 18.2 9 8.2 

Never listen 2 14.3 5 17.2 3 9.6 8 32.0 3 27.2 21 19.1 

-· -- - - - - - - -
TOTAL 14 100.0 29 100.0 31 - 100.0 25 100.0 11 100.0 110 100.0 



Table 0.--LENGTH OF TIME OF EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO PROGRJi.J\1S PREFER.Ft.ED BY VIGO 
COU Y- rY, I NDI ANA , LISTENERS, BY AGE GROUPS AND SEX, J.949 

L ei :,·th Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 yeR~ O Total 
of years years year s yea.rs and over 

Ti me Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per 
cent cent cent cent cent cent 

Fa:r•m men 

5 minutes 1 7.1 3 16.7 2 9.1 5 29. Ji, 2 14.3 13 15.3 

7i,-,_ minutes 1 7.1 4 22.2 3 13.6 3 17.6 2 14.3 13 15.3 

10 minutes 12 85.8 11 61.1 . 15 68.2 9 53.0 10 71.4 57 67.0 

No 
preference 2 9.1 2 2.4 

Farm won:en 

5 minutes 5 20.8 3 10.7 5 29.4 13 14.6 

7~- minutes 1 8.3 1 4.2 4 14.3 2 11.8 2 25.0 10 11.2 

10 minutes 11 91.7 18 75.0 21 75.0 10 58.8 6 75.0 66 74.2 

.._ _______ ____________________ ____________ __ __J 
CJ ·~ 
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Tyoe of vo ice urese~ta t 1on on ·orogr ams.--As 1s 

shown 1n Table 11, more of the farm men listeners prefer­

red the one voice t ype of presentation. Their second 

choice was t he nterview type of program. The f arm 

women listeners indicated the interview t ype of presen­

tation as their first choice, but there wa s not a great 

deal of difference in their preference for one voice, 

interview, or forum. Two other s tudies revealed that the 

interview or the informal type of program was in demand 

by f arm people in the areas where those studies were 

conducted, (1 ) and (10). 

Table 11. --TYPE OF PRE SENTATION PREFERRED BY VIGO COUNTY, 
I NDIANA , EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO PROGRAlvl LISTENERS, 
1949 . . 

m .1.ype of Farm Men Farm i1fomen 
Pr ese:1tation Number Per cent Number Per cent 

One voice 36 42 . 4· 29 32.6 

Interview 28 32.9 31 J4.9 

Forum ll.J- 16 .5 24 27.0 

No preference 7 8 . 2 5 5.5 
- - -
'l'OTAL 85 100.0 89 100.0 

Act ion ta_~en .QY listeners .--In the attempt to 

measure the value of the r a l programs very little 
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information was gained. Ten per cent of the farm men 

11 ste.ners , a s sho't-m in Table 12, visited the County Ex­

tension Office for add i tional i nformation about the sub­

ject matter g i ven on the progr am s. The farm women 

listeners did not take much action as a result of the 

broadcast vrograma. 

Indirect action t Rke~ .Q.Y listeners .--As shown 

in Table 13, 25.4 per cent of the farm men listeners 

and 18.2 per c ent of the f erm women listeners stated that 

: hey attended a meeting as a re sult of a broadcast given 

by the County Extension Office. 

From the foregoing analysis one might conclude 

that there is something wrong with radio as a meana of 

stimula ting farm people to t ake some form of action. 

In conducting the interviews on the survey it was noted 

that many of the people could not rece.11 whether or not 

it was radio, :-1ewspaper, farm magazines, or comments 

from their neighbors that influenced them to ta.ke some 

sort of action. In several other studies, (1), (2), 

( 5), ( 7), a nd (10), there was a wide variation in the 

results or benefits of f arm radio broadcasting and the 

methods used in reporting these renults. 



Ta.bl e 1 2 .--ACTION TAKEN BY LISTE NERS OF VIGO COUNTY, I NDIANA , EXTENSION SERVICE RADIO 
?ROGRAMS, BY SEX AND AGE, 49 

ction 
Taken 

Under 30 
years 
--Number Per 

Farm men 

Phoned office 1 

\·!rot e office 

Requested 
vi si t 

Visi t ed 
office 

Far m women 

Phoned office 1 

Wrote office 

Requested 
visit 

Visited 
office 

cent 

7.1 

-====-:::..-==--=-=-===·...::.-.:::.--= === ========::--== ===== 
30 to 40 

years 
Number Per 

cent 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3.4 

6.9 

40 to 50 
year s 

Number Per 
cent 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

7.7 

3.8 

50 to 60 
years 

Number Per 
ce nt 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4.3 

4.3 

4.3 

4.0 

60 years 
and over 

Number Pe r 
cent 

2 8.3 

4 16.7 

1 

2 18.2 

Tota l 

Numbe r Per 
cent 

5 

5 

2 

11 

6 

2 

1 

5 

4.6 

4.6 

1. 8 

10.0 

5. 4 

1. 8 

0.9 



·---
Te.ble l J.--I NDIRECT ACTION TAKEN BY LISTENERS OF VIGO COUNTY , I NDIANA , EXTENSION 

SERVI CE RADIO PROGRAMS , BY SEX AND AGE , 1949 
-- -

Ac ti on Under 30 30 to 40 40 to 50 50 to 60 60 years Total 
Te.ken yea.rs years yea.rs years 

Number Per Numbe r Per Number Per Number Per Number Per Number Per 
cent cent cent cent c en"):; cent 

Frrm men 
Att e nded 

mee ttng 6 40.0 7 31.8 7 26.9 4 17.4 4 16.7 28 25. 4 

Visite d demon-
strcJ. t j_ on 4 26.7 4 18.2 1 3.8 3 13.0 1 4 . 2 13 11. 8 

Yi s i ed farm 
or t1 me 3 20.0 1 Je8 5 21.7 1 4.2 10 9. 1 

Comments from 
neighbors 4 18.2 3 11 . 5 7 30 . 4 6 25.0 20 18.2 

Farm women 
Attended 

meeting 1 7.1 7 24.1 7 22.6 3 12.0 2 18.2 20 18. 2 

Vi sited. demon-
stration 3 21. L~ 3 10.3 4 12.9 2 8.0 1 9.1. 13 11.8 

Visited fe.rm 
or home 1 3.4 1 4.0 2 1.8 

l; 
Comments from 

neighbors 3 21.4 8 27.6 5 16.J. 1 4.0 17 15.4 
!, ~ 
!I 

I 

I 



In the light of the fi ndings reported in this 

che.pter, several factors mu t be t aken into consideration 

before proposals are made for the improvement of the Vigo 

C6unty Extension Service r a dio ~rograms. Such f a ctors 

are: age, sex, and education of the li s teners, as well 

as the length, time, a nd type of program desired. The 

proposals for the improvement s which are suggested by 

this study will be di scussed in the follo ring chapter. 

~-------------- -~-=--~-



Chap t er V 

SUMMAI~Y AND CONC LUDI NG STATEr.IENTS 

There hRs be en a conti nuou s daily Extension 

Servi ce r adi o progr am in Vi go County, Indiana, since 1933. 

The desire to improve th3se r adio programs prompted this 

study. Per sonal intervi e1·rs were conducted in 22 differ­

ent a_eas in the county. The sample included 110 farm 

men and 110 f arm women . 

Summe.r y of fi ndings a s 
sho~m 12.x sur vey sample 

In consideranion of the inventory of radios on 

the f e.rms, it was found tha t over 98 per cent of the farm 

homes had radios .. There were, on an average, 1.8 radios 

per farm. The farm men 60 years old cJ.nd older reported 

fewer radioa 'chan any other age group. More radios were 

locat3d in the :living room than in any other place. 

It was found that 77.3 per cent of the farm 

men and 80.9 per cent of the farm women have listened to 

the programs at least once. Over half of t h e non-listen­

er s were 50 years of age or older. On the basis of pro­

je.cted daily average listening, it was found that 35.8 

per cent of t he farm women and 16.5 per cent of the farm 

men liste ned daily. The noon hour wa s t he most frequent 
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choice for the time of the broadcasts . The average grade 

e..ttained in school by the f .'.::rr:1 men was 9.4 and the farm 

women 10.0. 

In consideration of subject matter for the radio 

programs, both the farm 1-.~omen and farm men as a •:ihole 

pref,-rred recommended practices . However, the f a rm 1·romen 

unde r 30 years of a.ge preferred programs on which meet­

ings 1:rere announced, while the farm 1·mrnen 60 years old 

and older preferred _program s tho.t told about the do ings 

of other people . 

County Exten sion Agents were pre fe rred for the 

presentation of the broadcasts, except by the farm men 

I under 40 years of age. Both farm men and fa.rm women of 

all ctge groups preferred programs of at least 10 minutes 

duration . The f arm men listeners preferred the one voice 

type of presentation, while the farm women listeners did 

not indicate a .great dealaf difference between one voice, 

interview, or forum programs . 

Only a small percentage of the farm listeners 

indicated that they took some direct action as a result 

of the broadcast programs. However, approximately 25 

per cent of the farm men and 18 per cent of the fa.rm 

women stated that they had a ttended a meeting that was 

announced on t he County Extension Office r adio program. 



Concluding s t e tements 

This study has revealed that in the past the 

Extension Service radio programs in Vigo County, Indiana, 

have been rather effective. VIhen only one program is 

given each day, t he noon hour is preferred by the highest 

percentage of farm men a.nd fa.rm women . If adoi tional 

progr ams were planned for early morning and evening, more 

fc:irm people might be reached by the progr ams. It is 

plea sing to note that e fair 9ercentage of farm people 

listen daily ,;-;rhen there are such com~)eting prov :·c·· s a s : 

, the WLS Dinner Bell Program and Baukhage over WTHI. 

It is believed that the Extension Service radio 

progr ~ms could be improved by lengthening the noon pro­

gram to 10 minutes. A higher percentage of the programs 

could be directed to the tnrm women because more of the 

,;,rome:-i 11 sten regularly than do the farm men. The pro­

grams should be planned for farm people under 60 years 

of age, keeping in mind the :'11nth or tenth grade educa­

tional level. 

The ExtP.nsion Service radio programs should 

frequently be evaluated by all possible and practical 

mean8 ~.n order to find ways of improving the programs 

in the county. 



Sugize stion s for 
further stu_siy 

Since it was impossibl e to make a complete 

study the following suggestions are made for future study: 

1. Survey of Vigo Count y, Indiana, Extension 

Service radio programs in surrounding counties. 

2 . The exte nt that other r adio programs 

compet e with the Vigo County , Indi ana , Extension 

Service radio programs. 

3. Methods of measuring the effectiveness of 

Extens ion Servi ce radio programs through the devel­

opmer..t of valid and reliable evaluati on criteria. 

4. The possibilities of the use of television 

for County Extension Service work. 

l ___ _ 
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VIGO COUNTY RADIO SURVEY 

. Fon FARMERS 

NAME AREA NO. STOP NO. 
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---------------- -- ---
ADDRESS TOWNSHIP --------------- ----------
1. 00 YOU HAVE A RADIO'? HOW MANY? 0 l 2 3 4 5 (circle) 

2. WHERE lOCATED? e.. Kitchen_ b. Dining room_ c. living roC'-11 
d. Bedroom_ e. Car f. Truck_ g. Earn __ h. Other ..... 

3. IS RADIO IN WORKING ORDER? a. "No b. Yes -
4. IF NOT, HOW LONG OUT OF ORDER?' Number of weeks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, more. 

5. DO YOU LISTEN TO RADIO? a. No b. Yes --
6. HAVE YOU PERSONAlLY CONTACTED A REPRF.S:ENTATIVE OF THE COUNTY 

EXTENSION OFFICE DURING THE PAST YEAR? a. No b. Yes -
? • HAVE YOU HEARD THE BROADCASTS OF YOUR COUNTY EXTINSION OFFICE 

ER WBOW? 

Never ••••••••••••••••••••••••• a.~-­
On ce a month ••••••••••••••••• b. 
Twice a month •••••••••••••••• c. 
Three times a month •••••••••• d. 
Weekly ••••••••••••••••••••••• e. 
Twi c e a v,eek ..•. • .•.. " . . . . . • . . f. 
Every day . . . . • . . • . • . • . . . . . . • . g. 
Seldom or /rregularly •••••••• h. 

8. DURING WHAT HOUR OF THE DAY DO YOU PREFER THE COUNTY EXTENSION 
OFFICE BROADCAST? 

( Circle) 
a. First Choice A.M. 6? 8 9 10 11 Noon P.M. l 2 3 4 5 6? 8 ~ 
b. Second Choice .AM 6? 8 9 10 11 Noon P.M. 1 2 3 4 5 6? 8 9 

9. WHAT DO YOU WANT TO H.1:.AR? (Indicate preference - 1st, 2nd 3r-dt 

a . Announcements of coming events 
---........ ~b . Recommended practices 

c. What others are doing --d. Answers t~ questions --e .• --f. 

10. WHO DO YOU WANT TO HEAR ON PROGRAMS? 

a. County Extension Agents --. b. Farm people --c. College Speci ali sts --d . 4-H Club groups --_ a. 



11. HOW DO YOU llKE PRES:EllTATION OF BROADCAST? 

a. Once voice --b. Interview --c. Forum (several poeple) --d. --
12. AS A RESUIT OF THE BROADCASTS OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE 

HAVE YOU DURING THE PAST YEAR? 

a. Phoned that office? •••••••••••••••••••••• (1) No (2) Yes 

47 

b. Written that office? •••••••••.••••••••••• (1) No- (2) Yes-
c. Requested a fam or home vi.sit? ••••••••••• (l) No- (2) Yes 
d. Visited the office for additional infor-

mation on a particular broadcast? •••••••• (1) No (2) Yes 

13. AS A RESULTOF THE BROADCASTS OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE 
DUR1N G THE PAST YEAR? 

a. Attended a meeting announced? ••••••••••• (1) No (2) Yes 
b. Visited a demonstration announced? •••••• (1) No-(?) Yes::: 
c. Visited another farm or home to observe a 

d. 
practice described? ••••.•••••••••••••• 

Heard any com.~ents by neighbors relative 
(1) No (2) Yes - -

· to broadcasts? ••••••••••••••••••••••••• (1) No ( 2) Yes 
. . - . . ---What? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• ~.~ •• . . . 

'llhere were comments made? ••••••• 41 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

14. SCHOOL AT.rn·lDANCE 

a. How many years did you attend grade school? --b. How many years did you attend high shcool? 
c. How many years did you attend college? 

1:5. WHAT lINGTU OF BROADCAST 00 YOU lIKE? 

a. 5 minutes~ b. ? 1/2 minutes __ c. 10 minutes ___ 

16. AGE: a. 29 and under 
e. 60 or over 

l~. SIZE OF FARM (ACRES) 

b. 30-39 c. 40-49 - -

18. ARE YOU A MEMBER OF A FARM ORGANIZATION? a. No 

a. 50-59_ 

b. Yes_ 

19. WHAT SUGGESTIONS CAN YOU MAKE FOR THE llil'ROVElffilT OF THESE 
BROADCASTS? 

20. COMMB-1TS EY INTERVI EWERS ------------------

·-----------~---·--------~~ 



VIGO COUNTY RADlO SURVEY 

FOR FARM WOMF.N 
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NAME ____________________ AREA. No. ___ STOP No .... __ _ 

ADDRESS ..... ----------------------~-----TOWNSHIP _________________ __ 

O. DO YOU HAVE CfilLDREN IN 4-H? a. No. of girls_ b. No. of boys_ 

5. 00 YOU 1ISTJ!N TO RADIO? a. No b. Yes -
6. l!AVE YOU PERSONAI.lY CONTACTED A REPRES:ENTATIVE OF THE COUNTY 

EX'I'ENS10N OFFICE DURING THE P.AST YEAR? a. No b. Yes -
'7. a.AVE YOU HEARD THE BROADCASTS OF YOUR COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE 

OVER WEOW? 

Never •••••••• • •••••••••••••• a.~~-
Once a month .•••••••••••••• b. ____ _ 
Twice a month ••••••••••••••• c.~~-
Three times a month •••••••• d. ____ _ 
Weekly .........•....•. , .... e. ----Twice a week ..•.••.•.•...•• f. ___ _ 
Every day ................... g·~----
Seldom or irregularly •••••• h. ___ _ 

a. DURING WHAT HOUR OF THE DAY DO YOU PREFER THE COUNTY EXTENSION 
OFFICE BROADCAST? 

( Circle) 
a. First Choice A.M. 6? 8 9 10 11 Noon P.M. 
b. Second Choice A.M. 6 ? 8 9 10 11 Noon P.M. 

1 ~ 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
l 2 3 4 5 6 ? 8 9 

9. 'tl'EAT DO YOU WANT TO HEAR? · ( Indicate preference - 1st, 2nd 3rd) 

a . Jl.11Douncements of coming events ---b. heconunended practices ---c. What others are doing --d • .Answers to questions --e. -- ------------
____ f. -------~------~------------

10. WHO DO YOU wmT TO HEAR ON PROGRAMS? 

a . County Extension Agents --b. Farm people ------
c. College Specialists 
d. 4-R Club groups 
e. --

11. HOW DO YOU llKE PRESENTATION OF BROADCAST? 

a. One voice --b. Interview --c. Forum (severa l people) -­__ d . 
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12. AS A RF.SU!. T .or J.• EROAOOASTS OF ~HE COUNTY E'X'l'E'iSION OFI'ICE HAVE 

YOU DUIUN 0, HE PAST YEAR? 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

Phoned th.at offi ce? •••••••••••••••••••• •• 
Written that office? ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requested a fann or home visit•••••••••• 
Visited the offi ce for additional infor­
mation on a particular broadcast? ••••••• 

(1) No (2) Yes 
(l} No- ( 2, Yes-
( 1) No - ( 2) Y ~s = 
(l} No (2) Yes - -

13. AS A RESULT OF THE BROADCASTS OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE 
DURING THE P.P.Sr YEAR? 

a. At t ended o meeting ennoun ced? ••.•••••••• 
b. Visited a. demonst ratior: announced? .••••• 

(1) No (2) Yes 
l1) No- (2) Yes-

c. Visited anoth er farm or home to observe -
a practice described? •••..•••••••••••••• (l) No 

d, Heard any comments by neighbors relative 
to broadcasts? . • •• • . • • • . • . • • • • •• • ••• • • • • (1) No 
What 

(2) Yes -
(2) Yes_ 

--------------------------Where were comments made? ----------------
14. SCHOOL ATI':END/JWE 

a. How many years did you attend grade school? 
b. How many years did you attend high school? 
c. How many years did you attend college? 

15. WHAT LENGTH OF EROADCAS'l' DO YOU llKE? 

a. 5 minutes b. ? 1/2 minutes_~ c. 10 minutes -
16. AGE: a. 

e. 
29 and under 
60 or over_. 

b. 30-39 c. 40-49 d. 50-59 -
18. ARE YOU A ME~BER OF A HOME ECONOMICS CIUB? a • .No b. Yes 

1S). WHAT SUGGESTIONS C~ YOU M;.KE FOR 'I'HE II~ROVDlENT OF 'IHESE 
Ba.Oh.DCASTS? 

-
-------------------------

20. COMMffiTS BY INTERVIE'WERS1 ------------------
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