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Bronson Strickland 
Mississippi State University

 One of the most devastating invasive species

 Populations are increasing and expanding 

 Poses a threat to humans on many levels

• Feral swine were 

property

• Damage reimbursement

• Native American conflict

• King Phillip’s War in 1675
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Time Magazine , July 28, 2014
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LADY HOGGERS

 Rooting (≤1m)

 Trampling

 Foraging

 Competition

 Disease

 Diet – Opportunistic Omnivore

 Fecundity – Domestication influence

 Habitat – Generalist

 Mortality – No predators

The Opportunistic Omnivore

Veg

Meat

Schley, L. & Roper, T. J. (2003) Diet of Wild Boar Sus scrofa in Western Europe, with particular reference to consumption of agricultural crops. Mammal Review 33: 43-56.

Mast, roots, plant matter, ag crops

Reptiles, amphibians, small mammals, fawns
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Eat 3-5% of body weight, 
daily

 Often the most publicized

 Direct, tangible monetary costs

 $52 Million in Texas

 $57 Million in Ag region of Georgia

 $75 Million in Alabama

 Poland – 70% of wildlife damage to crops is wild boar

 Production decision now made based on wild pigs

Rick Gilliland – USDA WS

Corn
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Delta Wildlife

Carroll County, MS

Delta Wildlife

Carroll County, MS

Delta Wildlife

Carroll County, MS
Warren County, MS
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Rice

Bill Hamrick, MSU Extension Service

Pasture Damage
Oktibbeha County, MS

Billy Higginbotham

Pasture
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Billy Higginbotham

Hay

Billy Higginbotham

Billy Higginbotham

Most all crops can be affected
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Interactions with Livestock
• Food loss
• Disease risk
• Pasture damage (16% in Spain)
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 Pseudorabies

 Swine Brucellosis

 Foreign animal diseases

 Forest Plantations (Pine spp)

 Roots of seedlings consumed

 6/min – 1,000/day

 Deciduous Forests (Oak, Hickory, Beech)

 Pig population dynamics linked to mast

 Seeds and seedlings consumed

Longleaf Pine 
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 Forest Regeneration Affected

 Pigs influence species composition

 Non-palatable exotic tree species invade

 Hawaiian Rain Forest

 Australia

 Malaysia

Chinese Tallow 2x more abundant 
in unprotected plots

 US - ~$36 million Wild Pig Vehicle Collisions

 France – 20,800 car collisions in 2009

 California Spinach - E. coli from wild pigs

 3 died, 276 sick

 $74 million in loss 
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Wildlife Damage Some wildlife have learned to 
benefit…

Season 2-yr Average Diet Overlap

Fall 46%

Winter 28%

Spring 26%

Summer 25%

G. Yarrow, 1987
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 Sea turtles (≤80% nest destroyed in FL)

 Ground-nesting birds

 Alligator nests

 Small mammals

 Herpetofauna

 Soil

 Erosion

 Nutrient cycling

 Leaching of minerals

 Marsh/Wetlands

 $1-4 million in damage valuation of sensitive marsh 

habitat

 Aquatic

 Shellfish

 Aquatic insects

 Amphibians

 Water quality

 Increased bacteria & E. coli 

Example - Wild Boar in Berlin

Urban/Suburban Conflict
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Oktibbeha County, MS

Linda Breazeale, MSU Extension Service

Lamar County, MS

Don Bales, MSU Extension Service

USDA/APHIS-Wildlife Services, Jay Myers

Jackson County, MS

Billy Higginbotham
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Harrison County, MS

Scott Alls, USDA/APHIS-Wildlife Services
Billy Higginbotham

Photo credit: Sebastian Municipal Golf  Course-Florida

Scott Alls, USDA/APHIS-Wildlife Services

Coastal Mississippi

Golfer
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 Time and money is finite.
 $ and personnel diverted to pigs.

National Park Service

National Park Service

VICKSBURG NATIONAL 
MILITARY PARK

US Park Service
Natchez Trace Parkway

Rex Allan Jones
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40% of US land drains in MS River Mississippi River Levee 
Bolivar County, MS
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A Pickup Load of Pigs:
The Feral Swine Pandemic

www.YouTube.com/MSSTATEwfaTV

Pigs cause conflict!

Dr. Jack Mayer 

Savannah River Ecology Laboratory
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