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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

One of the duties of the school is better to eaquin
the boy or girl to meet life situsztlons when he or che
leaves echool; for the student who discontinues school
at the end of the eighth ersde, cuch equinning for life
situations must take place early in the educational

orogram 1f the school is to meet the need.

The present study renresents an attempt T2 determine

the needs of a specific groun thet leagves =chool st the
close of the eighth grade, the members of which do not
g0 on to the senior high schonl. Because the writer is

a teacher of homemaking in the Junior Eigh Schocl, the

(]}

roun studied has heen limited to cirle, and the
g i

the nature

d

oblective of the study has been to determin

[O]

and content of a course in homemeking that could e

more specifically adapted t¢c the needs of such 2 grouv.

The Problem

The vroblem unfertaken in the vrecsent study hss
been to determine the occupational status of the girls
who discontinued school upon the -comnletion 2f the
éichth grade in the Fort Collins, Colorado, Junior
High School 1in the five-yvear period from 1930 to 1934
inclusive, this investication to @™ used as a hesis for

the constructlion of g homemaking program adapted to




their needs.

An ancwer to the following questions has been

sought:
1.

4,

5.

How many girls do not go on to high school
upon completion of the elighth grade 1in

Fort Collins?

How many of these girls are, or have been, in
occupations to which the courses in homemeking
could have contributed helpful suggestions?
What kinds of work are open to girls who have
only an eighth grede education?

What are the personality trailts these girls
should have, and what physical gualificetions
should they meet for successful employment?
In what ways can the homemaking courses
contribute to the occupations 1in which a

number of the girls have been employed?

The Local Situation

Fort Collins, Coloredo, 1s not an irdustriel city.

It is located in a rich agricultural section, the

surrounding area of which is an important cattle and

sheep feeding section of the state. The population

is approximately twelve thousand people. The Coloreado

State College is located here, accommodating sixteen

hundred students during its winter term snd fifteen

hundred students during 1ts summer session.
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The school situation is more or less typnical of
a majority of the larger school systems 1n northern
Colorado, particulerly those with gn enrollment of
about six hundred students inﬁthe seventh and eighth
grades, which conetitutes the Junior High School in
Fort Collins. The parents of about one-fifth of the
Junior High Schooi students are of foreign descent.

The German, Russian and Spanish element make up a
large proportion of this number. A majority of the
foreign students are located in sections segregsted
from the main residential portions of the city.

The Junior High School offers Home Economics in
both the seventh and eighth grades. 1In these two
years, each girl attends two hundred and twenty home-
making classes, the chief oblective of which is to help
the girl to become a happy, healthy, helpful snd worthy
member of her family and community. In many cases,
the training which the girl receives in homemaking in
the Junior High is all that she receives in school along
this 1ine. Many girls drop out of school upon the
completion of the eighth grade to enter some occupation
or other activities open to girls who drop out of
school upon the completion of the eighth grade.

No systematic study has ever been made of the
general characteristics of the occupations which cirls
enter who drop out of school and the activities in which

these girls have a part, to which homenaking courses




might directly contribute. The present study investi-
gates the needs of such a group and the nature of such
homemaking work as would satlsfy their needs.

While the present study deeals wﬁfh e group of girls
in a particular city, 1t ic felt thst the findings would
have value to other cities of northern Colorado, where
the general situation is somewhat similer, and to othrer
communities thet are interested in the general problem
of adapting homemgking cources to the neede of specilal

groups.




CHAPTER 1II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A number of studies have been mede dealing with
the occupeations of girls who are unable to go on to
high school., Because of these less fortunate girls,
educatore of today are constantly engaged in trying new
methods of obtaining the necessary information upon
which to builé a successful curriculum for present-day
needs, and to present this information in such a way
that it will also ald in preparing the student to meet
the varied problems in his future life. Educators
realize the inadequacy of a school curricuvlum that does
not take into consideration the activities and interests
of chlldren, but accepts preparation for adult life as
one of the aims of education.

"Educators are trying to discover the traits,
ldeals and informetion that people need for their daily
living and to introduce, as the core of the curriculum,
activities which will insure that these are acquired".1

Brigg32 gives &s one of the guiding principles for

curriculum congtruction "to teach pupils to do better

l, Brown, Clara M,, and Haley, Alice H., The Teaching
of Home Economics, Houghton Mifflin Company,
Chicago, 1928,

2. Briggs, Thomas H,, The Junior High School,
Houghton Mifflin Compeny, Chicago, 1920,




the desirable things they will do anyway; to reveal
higher activities and to make them seem both desirable
and to an extent possible’,

Home economics teachers cseem to be becoming more
concerned in knowing how to help girle in their
classes to fit themselves for sultable work.

The Journal of Home Economicsl, in an editorisal,

states: "There are two general ways in which home
econcmice can help a girl to earn a living. One is by
training her specifically for some gainful occupation
or profession whose interests are gllied to those of
homemaking and the other is by developing in her certain
traits and cheracteristics generally desired by
employers®,

Gainful occupations, whose interests are closely
alllied to those of home economics, are almost as veried
as homemaking 1tself; . From a reportg on the occupations
of some small school gradustes, it was found that 33.8
percent of the girls were engaged in occupations which
are directly related to the home and homemaking. "The
broad purpose of this study was to determine %o what
degree the graduates of the school were akle to cope

with socilal and economic problems of modern life®,

1., Editorial, "Home Economics and Gainful Occupations",
Journal of Home Economics, Vol. 23, pp. 646-47,
July, 1631.

2. Besch, Emil M., "Occupations of Graduates of a Small
High School®", School Review, Vol., 44, pp. 447-51,
June, 1937,




From Trumbull‘sl survey of junior wage earners, it
was learned that only 26 percent of the young people
ﬁho, without any specific training, get a Jjob, hold
their jobs more than one year; more than 50 percent
were anxious to leave their pfesent jobs and try some-
thing else. There is an economic loesg by 211 concerned,
as these Jjunior wage earners shift from job to job, 1in
trying to find work that suits them and work that they
will suit. The reason for this 1is, according to
Trumbull: ¥These young people have not been trained
sufficiently to help them to be successfull,

The schools are making some effort to meet the
needs of girls in the business world, not only from a
v&cational viewpoint, but from the standpoint of
qualifications necessary for a Job. In a study made in
Rochester, New Y’ork,'2 it was found that employers look
for girls possessing the following qu&lificat%ons:

"Good health, neat appearance, pleasing personality,

ability to stick to a job until it is mastered, an honest

appreciation of the need for using the company's time for

the company, serious mindedness in regerd to the work

at hand, ability to use their hands, alertness, readiness

1, Trumbull, F. M., Guldance and Education of Prospective
Junior Wage Earners, John Wiley and Sons, New York,
1920,

2. - Cloonan, Mary, "Occupational Opportunities and

Guidance for Girls in Rochester®, Journsl of Home
Economics, Vol. 23, pp. 627-630, July, 1931.




to step into another job in an emergency, &billty to
work in peace with others, respect for the property
of the company, evidence of rezl interest in the
work undertaken, tractability. ;

An articlel published in the Industrial Arts

and Vocationel Education Maggzine, February, 1937,

states that under normal conditions, approximately
one-half million girls and young women enter the
various industries of the United States each year.
The greater number of these are adolescent or junior
high age "drop-outs®, The median age was found to be
15. One cause of dropping out 1is the economilc
pressure in the home. Another 1is mental dullness on
the part of the pupil. One of the most commcn causes
is that the student's interests have not been
challenged by school activities. "The big Job of
the Junior High School is to give 1ts students a
chance to explore in several fieldé in an effort to
heln the student who becomes dissatisfied with school
and wants to drop out¥.

Many girls of today seem to be interested in two
vocations, that of homemaking and a means of earning

money outside the home. In many cases, these are

1. Karch, R. Randolph, "Vocational Guidance®,
Industrial Arts gnd Vocational Education, Vol. 26,
pp. 37-8, February, 1937,




carried on at the same time. Thayerl, in an article

published in the Journsl of Home Economics for July,

1931, states: "Often a girl starts her vocation, marries,
raises a family, and re-enters the vocational field.
In each case, in addition to or independent of a
preparation that equlps her to engage in a recognized
profession or vocation, a woman needs the ability to
direct and administer a home'®.

In an eddress, given by Treva Kauffman2 and recorded

in the National Education Association Proceedings, 1€30,

she quotes Dr. Edwin A. Lee as saying that: "Women
must be trained, not for one vocation, but for at least
two, of these homemaking 1s the permanent vocation,

the other in the overwhelming majority of ceses must be
coneidered temporary. The modern home 1is ceasing to he
the place in which a girl may learn the art and science
of homemaking",

The fact that employers are making demands on the
schools of this country that girls be trained to meet
the practicael needs of the industrlal and business
world is evidence that the school curriculum should be

changed to meet these demands.

1, Thayer, V. T., "Home Economics and the Education of
the Modern Girl", Journal of Home Economics, Vol., 23,
pp. 609-613, July, 193l.

2. Kauffman, Treva, "What Home Ecormonmics 1e Dolng for
the Employed Girls", National Education Assoclagtion
Proceedings, p. 947, 1930.
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Mrs. Margaret C. Ells1 states thet: "Employers
demand that the girl be trained to meet the practical
needs of the industrial and business world. If vocational
guidance and home economics are to function, they must!
heed the requirements of employers. Employers, no
matter where they are, want girls with womanly ideals and
ideas; they have no uee for 'flappers' or the 'Faddists';
they want someone with old-fashioned virtues as modesty,
courage and honor., Each kind of work has 1%ts particular
requirements of special training, but there are certain
fundamentals needed for practically &11.*

Mrs, Ells thinks that to partly prepare girls for
their work, the suggestions above should be included in
the curriculum.

In 1922, the City of Los Angeles, California,2
undertook a curriculum revision prdject based upon
abllitles and characteristics which, in the judgment of
the teachers, were advisable and desirable for the
students when they entered the fields of industry to
have.

The field of home economics was covered by an
analysis of the homemaker's Job to determine the desirable

ablilities and characteristics which she should have.

l, Ells, Mrs. Margaret C., "What Employers Expect of
Junior High Girls Tralned in Home Economics®,
Journal of Home Egconomics, Vol., 21, pp. 560-565.

2. Bobbitt, Franklin, How to Make a Curriculum, Houghton
Mifflin and Co., Chicago, 1924,
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From the information so obtained, the Los Angeles
school system was able to reconstruct their curriculum
80 as to include the suggeetions received from the job
analysis. The purpose of the curriculum revislon was

, to include a few, at least, of the experliences and
problems students were apt to meet in any occupation.

A study, very cloeely resembling the Los Angeles
gstudy, was made in Denverl in 1923. This was a definite
step toward determining, not only the homemaker's
activities, but also the activities and interests of
the girls. The work was done by two committees: One
concerned with Jjunior high pupils, and the other with
senior high pupils. This survey was a dlstinct contri-
bution to the future home economics curriculum building.
The real needs of the girls were keont in mind in trying
to adjust the curriculum following this study.

In order to determine what should be the content of
the home economics courses in the schools of Fresno,

2 e sfudy was started of the vocational

California,
conditions in that city in 1928, Here, as in the Denver
curriculum study, the activities and interests of Jjunior

and senior high school girls, were studied, which were

1, Hopkins, L. T. and Kinyon, K. W,, Research Monograph
No. 1, Home Economics, Public Schools, Denver,
Colorado, 1935,

2. A Study of Vocational Conditions in the City of
Fresno, Division of Vocational Education, University
of California, General Vocational Education Series,
No. 2, Bulletin No. 20, 1926,




to form the foundation for the curriculum changes to
be made in that city.
The Department of Public Instruction of Indiana,

in 1929, revised and published Coursges in Home Economics

for High Schoolsl. This was a course of study based
upon the results of a survey made by the home economics
teachers., The homes and communities in which the
students lived were studied. The purpose of this was to
obtain informetion upon which to bulld a course of study
which would more nearly meet the needs of the pupils.
Beatrice Andersong, in making a study of the
occupations girls follow after leaving high school in
Barnesville, Minnesota, discovered that 52 percent of
the graduates of that city actually carry on homemaking,
and could apply the knowledge gnd skille gained in
home economics courses. She states: M"If home economics
were interpreted as including only courses in cooking
and sewing, 1ts practical usefulness mlight not be so
general; but where it includes child care and training,
home furnishing and decorating, nutrition, keeping house-
hold accounts, how to buy clothes, textiles, first aid,
care of the sick, preparation and serving of mesals,

remodeling problems, art craft work, food marketing and

1. Courses in Home Economics for High School, State of
Indiana, Depsartment of Public Instruction, Division
of Vocational Education, Bulletin No. 100 G 3, 1934.

2. Anderson, Beatrice, "Home Economics and the
Occupations of High School Graduates", Journel of
Home Economics, Vol. 25, p. 772, November, 1933,




how to become a hospitable hostess , 1t should be of
practical value to a woman in any occupation ordinarily
followed by high school graduates®,

Helen Allisonl, on the basis of a study of the needs
of high school girls mejoring in commercial work,
recommended: "A course of study in home economics to
include the units of Personal Grooming, Foods, Family
Income, and Development of a Pleasing Personality'.

In a study made by Mary Bryan Brucher? she suggests
that: 9“The content of a homemaking course should be so
carefully planned as to include problems based upon
the girl's present activities and responsibilities.

Such a course should enable them to meet the requirements
of these responsibilities and to adopt themselves to
thelir environment more quickly and completely.™

Louise Mason3

s In her study of occupations cf girls,
recommends a well-rounded course in homemaking which will
include Personality Development, Money Management, Good

Health, Foods, and the Worthy Use of Lelsure Time,

l. Allison, Helen, A Study of Duties and Responsibilities
of Some Girl Graduates from the Commerclsal Department
of Central High Schoeol, “Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
Master's Thesls, Colorado State College, Fort Collinms,
Colorado, 1932,

2. Brucher, Mary Bryan, A Study of Homemakinzs Activities
and Problems of Girls Employed While Attending High
School, Oklghoma C City, Oklghoma, Master's Thesis,
Golorado State College, Fort Collins, Colo., 1935, 7

3. Mason, Louise, A Study of the Occupations of Girls Who
Have Attended the Garland High School During the
Yearsg 1927-1932, Master's Thesis, Colorado State
College, Fort Collins, Colorado, 1935.




CHAPTER III
METHOD OF PROCEDURE

For this study, all the girls who had dropped out
of school upon fthe completion of the eighth grade in
Fort Collins for the five-year‘perfbd, 1930 and 1934
inclusive, were used, Theee had been out of school long
eﬁough to have had experience in homemaking, as well as
in wage-earning occupations.

A 1ist of the names and addresses of these girls
was obtained from the school registefs for the years
1930-1934 inclusive. This 11ist of names was then
checked with the senior high school registration lists
to determine the girls who did not go on to high schBol.f
For example, the names of all the eighth-grade girls
for 1930 were copled@ from the registers. This 1list of.
names was then checked with the high school enrollment
lisf for 1931. In this manner, it was learned which
girls did not go on to high school. Thils procedure was
followed for each of the years incluvded in this study.

By this procedure it was found that 485 girls had
been registered in the elghth grade, and that 367 of
these had gone on to high school, thus 118 girls had
dropped out of school upon completlion of the elghth
grade in Fort Collins.

From the registers, the addresses of these 118 girls

were taken. In many cases the girls had married and




changed addresses. In certain cases, the present names
end addregsees were learned from relstives and close
frienms. In the case of German and Russian girls, the
ministers of thelr churches were able to give considerable
informgtion. In the case of Spanish girls, information
was-sought from the leaders in the Spanish settlements,
and their minister or Catholic priest. Of the entire
list of 118 girls, 108 (91.5 percent) were located.

The personal interview method was uged in securing
the information needed.

An information sheet (see Appendix) was worked out
which included the following items:

1, The girl's present address.

2. The nature of the girl's occupation.

3. Occupational history of the girl.

4. The girl's marriage status.

5. The number of children and their ages.

6. The girl's evaluation of the particular

training in home economics.

7. Girl's suggestions for improvement of the

course,

Not all the information was obtained from the girl
in her home. 1In those cases where the girl was not
empldyed 1h a home of her own, she was called on at
her place of employment. In no instance d4id her
employer railse any objection to an interview, but often

contributed very valuable information concerning the girl,
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During the holidaye some girls clerked in stores.
In such caées, arrangements for & convenient time to
interview them was made. Sometimes girls were met at
social functions, church services and public placee of,
entertainment. Wherever the contact was made, informa-
tion was aglways given gladly.

Ten girls (11.4 percent) had moved away at a
distance too great for a personal interview. To thece
a letter was cent, together with the questionnaire,
copies of which are to be found in the Appendix,

From the ten letters sent out, eight replies were
received., The information contained in these was
valuable, but not as complete as that received by the
persongl interview method,

The data gathering covered a period of about eight
months. Durling that time, charges occurred in the
homes of some of the girls; some had married, some bore
children, and some hed changed their places of employ-
ment. All these changes were added to the original
data in order to mske the information as accurate as
possible up to May 15, 1937, at which date the
information gathering part of this study was closed.

The Occupational Status of Girls

The data thus obtained from the interviews were
trancsferred to a master sheet for further study snd
comparaetive purposes. The data were then organized so

as to bring out the following points:
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1. To determine the number of girls who do nct go
on to high school upon the completion of the
eighth grade in Fort Collins.

2, To learn whether or not these girls were
married or in wage-earning occupations,

3. To find out the kinds of work open to girls who
have only en eighth-grade education.

4, To find out the information end gbilities reeded
for home employment.

From the interviews, 1%t was leerned that out of 108
girls 106, or 98,1 percent, were either married and in
homes of their own or were employed in homes, An
analysis, therefore, was made of the informetion and
abllities néeded for home employment. This analysis wsas
made by Lnteffiewing twenty-five home-makers who live in
or near Fort Collins, in whose homes one or nore of the
girls hed been employed.

An information sheet was worked out which included
the followlng items:

1. Employment of the girl in the home; duties

performed by her.

2. Age preferred.

3. Points considered in employing and retaining
girls.

4, School training desired.

5. Other types of training desired.

6. Personality tralts considered as highly




desireable,

7. Specific training in homemaking desired.

In every cace it was found that the homemgkers
interviewed were very glad to give the desired informa-
tion. In most cases, the information was put down on |
a record sheet in the presence of the homemazker at the'
time of the 1ntefview; in a few cases a second visitation
was necessary, as the women wanted to think about it,
arnd the information desired.

The information thus received was organized in
table form for further anslysis.

Sucgestions for Homemaking Course

Changes
At the time that the girls were interviewed they

were asked for suggestions as to how the homemaking
course in the junior high school could be enriched so
as to be more beneficial to them. These suggestions
for changes in the homemaking course received fron

the girls, and the information and abilities needed for
home employment which were suggested by the employers,

will be used later in this study.




CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF DATA

The analysls of the data for this study will be
precented in three parts: First, an analysis of the
information concerning the girls derived from a study
of school records and from the girls by'personal
interviews; second, an analysis of the particular Jjob
in which a majority of the girls are now engaged; and
third, suggestions of §he zirls who are wage earning
for making a better course in homemaking.

Part I

General Information and Occuvational Status

The information concerning the girls will be

presented in this part under five general headings.

General information includes:

1. The number who did not go on to high school
upon completion of the eighth grade in Fort
Collins, their ages at the time of leaving
school, and their intelligence ratings.

2. The marital status of the girls in the study.

3. The number of girls who were wage earning at
the time of this study.

4, The number and percentage of marriéd girls
engaged in both homemaking and wage earning

occupations.




5. Occupations of the girls in the study.

General Information.--As previously stated, the records

of 108 girls about whom information was available were
used for this study.

Table I shows the percentage of girls who 4id not
go on to high school after finishing the eighth grade
in Fort Collins during the years 1930-1934 inclusive,

TABLE I. GIRLS WHO DID NOT ENTER HIGH SCHOOL UPON

COMPLETION OF THE EIGHTH GRADE DURING TEE
YEARS 1930 - 1934

School Total No, Girls entering Girls not entering
Year of girls high school high school
in eighth

grade No., Percent No, Percent
1930 121 93 76.,€ 28 2341
1931 84 63 75,0 21 25.C
1932 69 48 69.5 21 30.4
1933 89 67 75.2 22 24,7
1934 122 96 78.6 26 21.8
Totals 485 367 75.4 118 24,3

The table shows that during this particular period
of years, from 1830 to 1934, three-fourths of the girls
completing the elghth grade went on to high school,
leaving one out of four who did not do so. This pro-
portion 1s felrly steady for the five-year period, with

a total variation of 69,5 to 78,6 percent, or a
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difference of nine percent,
Table II shows that aprroximately one-third

(34,2 percent) of the girls not entering high

D S

w

chool,
left school at the age of 15 yearse; one-fourth (36,3
percent) at 16 years. Onlv one girl dronped out of
achonl at the age of 13 years; aml only 14 at the age
of 14 years. Cn the other hand, 27, or aovoroximately
one-fourth of them, were 17 and 18 years of sge,

Since the usual agce 5T girls in the elilghth grade
is 13 or 14 years of age, it 1s evident thet the zirls
not entering high school compose san over-age group for
the eighth grade.

Figure 1 shows in & granhical manner the distribu-

tion of the ages of the members of the croup.

Age

18 »

17 |

30 40
Number of Girls

e
C
"
o

Figure 1. Distribution of Ages of the
108 Girls of the Study
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It iz veryv evident from Tarle IIT, whilch ~ilves
the I & dilgtribution of the girls nnt erntering Zich

s b Y e 4 e Yt - , . e Y . :
gchinnl, *thet the weiority of the rirlcs zre welov

tion 2f fthe intellicence rating of Tthe me~rers nf the

f'I’"J 1D,

No. of girls

50

Figure 2, 1Intell:
"\.ﬁ-r‘

l. Terman, L. &., The lMeacurement of Intellirence,
Houghteon Mifflin Comoany, Cricoon, 1918,




TABLE IV. MARITAL STATUS OF GIRLS LEAVING SCHOOL
UPON COMPLETING THE EIGHTH GRADE

Schocl Total Number Number Number mar-
Year No., of Unmarried Married ried and havi
Girls children
No. Percent No, Percent No. Percent
of of of mar-
Group Group ried
(108) (108) Group
1230 28 7 25.0 21 75.0 18 85,7
1931 16 5 31.2 11 68,7 10 91,1
1932 16 6 37.5 10 61l.1 8 80.0
1833 22 7 31.7 15 68,1 3 20,0
1934 26 16 61,5 10 38.5 4 4C,0

- e w e= - - an o = - - e am e w wm wm s e e wam  am m e e am e ar  am  w»

Of the sixtv-seven girls (62.0 percent) who have
married during the period of years in this study, forty-
three (64.1 percent) of the married group have one or
more children. As might be expected, the highest
percentage of those with children were for those dropping
out 1in the first three years included in this study.

Forty-three (64.1 percent) of the girls in the
merried group have one or more children. This presents
the young homemaker with the prollem of child training

and guidance -- a responsibility for which she has had
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little or no training while she attended school.

Information concerning the occupations into which
these girls go after leaving the eighth grade should be
very valuable in making out 2 course of study which will
meet their present-day needs.

Occupations of the Girls.--The occupations in which

these girle have been engaged since leaving school are
shown in Table V under fourteen headings. This table
also shows the girls who have been wage earning and those
who have not.

From the teble, it is learned that the occupations
in which the girls in this study have been engaged
since leaving school show some variety. These include
such types of work as: Caring for children, practical
nursing, waltress work, cooking, maid service, gnd
plain sewing, Thirty-nine (35.6 percent) have been
wage-earning in occupations to which a course in home-
meking could make a very definite contribution.

The number of married girls engaged in homemaking
and wage earning occupations is shown in Table VI,

While the percentage of girls (Table VI) who are
both wage earning and homemaking is comparatively
small (14.9 percent) it seems that preparation for two
Jobs 1s necessary for some girls. Many of the
wage earning Jobs are very closely related to

homemaking,




TABLE V. OCCUPATIONS OF GIRLS

A, Type of Occupation No., Percent
Number in wage earning occupations 39 35.6
Number not in wage earning occupations €9 63.8

Totel 108 100.0

B. Type of Wage Earning Occupations
Involved No. Percent of
Total (108)

1. Homemaking 13 11,9

2. N. Y. A, 6 5.5

3. Laundry 3 2.8

4, Sales girls (occasionally) 3 2.8

5. Waltress 2 1.8

6. Maid service (hotel) 2 1.8

7. Fruit harvest 2 1.8

8. Caming factory 2 1.8

9. Care of children 1 9

10. Cook 1 -9
11. Secretary 1 9
12. Outdoor farm work 1 o9
13. Practical nursing 1 9
14, Plain sewing 1 o9
Total 39 35.6
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TABLE VI. MARRIED GIRLS ENGAGED IN HOMEWAKING
AND WAGE EARNING OCCUPATIONS

School Total No. Girls married Girls marrlied who are
Year Girls and home- homemakers and wage
Married makers earners

No. Percent No. Percent

1930 21 20 85,2 1 4,7
1931 11 9 81,9 2 18.1-
1932 10 8 80,0 2 20.0
1933 15 12 80,0 3 20.0
1934 10 8 . 80.0 2 20.90

M wm e em aa e wm s ER mr wm e mm we 4w e ep ew am ws W @B wm  em wm em ew e e




Summary.--The general information presented in
this part of the study indicates that the group of girls
dropping out of school upon the completion of the eighth
grade, constitutes an over-age group, the majority of {
which is below the average in intelligence; that two-
thirds, or more, of the girls marry within four years;
and over three-fourths of these have one or more children.

Thirty-nine girls (35.6 percent) are wage earning,
while sixty-nine (63.8 percent) are in their own homes.,

The occupations of these girle fall into fourteen
typres. The number engaged in each occuvation varies
from one (.9 percent) to thirteen girls (11.9 percent).
Over half (63.8 percent) of the girls are engaged in
homemaking.

Some girle are not only homemakers, but also wage
earners. This means a large amount of resronsibility
must be assumed bybgirls who are young in years. These
girls are really performing two jobs with a small
amount of training for either, since they have had the
eqguivalent of a year's work in homemaking, primarily
desligned for the oresent-day needs of a junior high

school girl.,
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Part II

Wage Earning Occupations

As previously stated, 106, or 98.0 percent, of the
girls interviewed in this study were either married, or
were employed in wage earning occupations that largely
centered about homemaking. It would seem, then, necessary
to make a study of the duties and responsibilities of
these girls in homemasking in order to determine whether
the present course in homemsgking in Fort Collins Junior
High School should be changed in order to more nearly
meet the needs of these girls.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Wage Earning

Occupetions.--In order to learn the duties and

responsibilities expected of girls employed in homes as
a means of earning a411v1ng, a check 1list of such
duties and responsibillities was personally placed by the
writer in the hands of twenty-flve women in and near
Fort Collins who employ girls in their homes. The results
of these interviews were tabulated for further study.
All the duties and responsibilities mentioned as
a result of these lists checked hy the homemakers are
very definitely in the field of home economics,
Every homemaker who hires help in the home expects
the help to assist in some way with the cleaning. Five

homemakers out of six expected the girl to mske all
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TABLE VII,.

EMPLOYED IN HOMUES

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF GIRLS

(Based uvon returns from 25 homemakers)

i

Homemaker Checking

Duties Performed Number Percent
I. Daily cleaning and care
l. Make beds 25 100
2. Straighten furniture 25 100
3. Dust furniture 25 100
4, Dust floors 25 100
5. Clean bathroom 25 100
6. Harg up clothes 15 60
II. Weekly cleaning (except as noted)
l. Change bed linen 25 100
2. Scrub kitchen floor 25 100
3. Clean bathroom 25 100
4, Dust thoroughly 28 100
‘5., Clean house 25 100
6. Clean rugs with sweeper 22 88
7. Sweep hasement 22 88
8. Stralghten cupboerds 21 84
9. Check supplies 20 80
10, Wash windows (once g month) 20 80
11, Air beddinz (once a month) 20 80
12. Clean flour and sugar bins 17 68
13, Re-errange furniture 12 48
14, Straighten book shelf 12 48
15. Wash woodwork (once g month) 9 46
16. Wash kitchen and bathroom walls
(once a month) 7 28
17, Wax floors 7 28
18, Clean silver 3 12
III. Meal preparation
1. Prepare vegetables and fruits 25 100
2. Wash dishes 25 100
3. Wait on table 25 100
4, Prepare food for specisgl
occaslons 25 10C
5. Serve food on svecial occasions 25 100
6. Teke care of left-overs 23 92
7. Set table 23 g2
8. Check supply lict 20 80
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TABLE VII,.

EMPLOYED IN HOMES (CONTINUED)

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF GIELS

Homemaker Checking

Duties Performed Number Percent
III. Meal Preparation (continued)

9. Make pastry 19 7€
10. Prepare meats 18 72
11. Prepare beverages or drinks 18 72
12. Help can fruit, vegetables and

meat 17 68

13. Order supnlies 16 64

14. Serve meal (in courses) 14 56

15. Arrange table decorations 7 28

16. Bake rolls or bread (occasionally) 6 24

17. Plan meals 5 20
IV. Laundry work

l. Fold flat pleces 25 100

2. Ring clothes out of washer 22 88

3. Take care of heating stove or

gas heater 22 88

4, Hang out clothes 21 84

5. Take charge of washing machine 21 84

6. Rinse clothes 20 g0

7. Gather in clothes 20 80

8. Mend clothes 1¢ 76

9. Dampen starched vpieces 16 64
10. Iron starched pieces 15 80
1l1. Collect laundry 17 48
12, Sort clothing 17 48
13. Put away clothes 17 48
14, Iron all flat pleces 10 40
15. Teake charge of clothes when

boiled 6 24
V. Care of children

l. Watch while plesying 25 100

2. Watch while parents are away 25 100

3. Mend clothes of children 21 84

4, Wash and iron clothes of children 18 76

5. Teke for walks 19 76

6. Prepare food 17 68

7, Take for ride in carriage 17 68

8. Help to dress 15 64

9. Prepare meagls 18 64




TABLE VII.. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF GIRLS
EMPLOYED IN HOMES (CONTINUED)

Duties Performed Homemaker Checking
Number Percent

V. Care of children (Continued)

10. Accompany them to Sunday School 15 €C
11, Take on outings 12 46
12. Accompany them ton show 10 40

VI. Miscellaneous

1. Help care for sick 1 4
2. Be a companion to older person 1 4
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beds, straighten furniture, dust floors and furniture,
and clean the bhathroom as a part of their deaily routine;
three out of five (60 percent) expected the girl to
hang up or put away clothing dally.

The dutles verformed in the weekly cleaningc are
more varied and greater in number than those listed
under daily cleaning. Such duties as washing windows,
cleaning cupboards, flour and sugar bins, woodwork,
wglls, cleamnng besement, scrubbing kitchen floor and
waxing other floors in the house are added.

These cleaning activities are done often enough by
girls who are wage earneres in homes of others for emvhasl
to be placed upon them in & homemeking course.

In four of the duties of meal vpreparetion, all
of the homemakers interviewed expected the wage-earning
girl in the home to assume full responsibility. These
dutles are: Preparing vegetables and fruits for the
table; washing the dishes; cerving the meal; preparing
and serving food for speclal occasions. Two-thirds or
more of the homemskers expected the girl to helv at
least in all phases of meal preparations and the care
of food in the home. Half of the women (56 percent)
expected the girl to be able to serve a dinner in
courses. A fourth expected her to arrange table
decorations, or bake rolls or bread. Only five of the

twenty-five women (20 percent), however, expected the




girl emnloyed in the home to plan meals. Thege inter-
views revealed the fact that girls employed in the
home are expected to assume a great deal of superviced
respongibility in preparing food for the family.
Therefore, if a course in homemaking is to be of special
value to the girl, it should include meal preparation.

Where the laundry work is actually done in the
home, the duties are varied. All of the women expected
the girl employed in the home to tgke care of the
flat pileces. Twenty-two of the twenty-five women
(88 percent) expected the girl to be able to take care
of the stove or heater on wash days -- 80 that a know-
ledge of stoves and how to operate them would be very
essentigl. All but one of the other items in the 1liet
of fifteen were checked by at least ten of the twenty-
five women, These involved not only the washing and
ironing, but also the general cere and mending of
clothes., Evidently these duties could to advantage be
stressed in the tralning of girls in homemaking. Such
training in homemaking should produce a desirable
attitude toward the importance of keeping the clothing,
both of others for whom they work and zlso for themselves|,
clean and in good repair.

Chlld care seems to be one of the important duties
expected of the employed girl, The duties which rank
highest in percentage (100 percent) that were expected

by all the homemakers are caring for the child at play




and in the absence of his parents., The mending of
clothes and the washing and ironing of such clothes
were expected by three-fourths of the women. Almost
two-thirds expected the girl to prepare the food or
meals for the child.

It 1s evident then that a homemaking course should
contein units on child care. These units should te so
constructed and presented as to help the girl under-
stand children,as well as how to care for them.

Age of Girls.--Table VIII shows the age preferred

by homemakers for girle who are employed in their

homes,

TABLE VIII. AGE OF GIRL PREFERRED TO HELP IN HOME

(Based on interviews with 25 homemskers)

Homemaker Checking

Age of Girl Number Percent
1. 16 years 13 52
2, 17 years 3 12
3. 18 years 4 16
4, 1¢ vesrs 3 12
5., 20 years and over 2 8

Half of the homemakers (52 percent) preferred
girls who were sixteen years of age, Girls of this
age, they felt, were more able physically to carry on

the work expected of them, and were not so set in their
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ways of doing and thinking as to find it difficult to
comply with the wishes of the homemaker. As previously
ehown in this study, 29 (26.8 percent) of the girls

who dropped out of school during the period of years
1930-1934, inclusive, are cixteen years of age., There
is, then, an opportunity for svecial training for these
girle before they leave school,

Desirable Personelity Traits.--Table IX indicetes

those personality traits considered most imnortant by
the woman in reference to the girl employed in her
home,

The homemakers who were interviewed felt that to
be able to work wae not gl1l thet should be expected of
the girl, but that how she worked 2nd her attitude toward
those for whom she was working also were important
factors to be considered in employment. The five -
personglity traits, considered desirable by every one
of the women employing help in the home, included:
Self-control, cooperetiveness, industriousness, ability
to get along with others, and taking responsibility,
and need to be stressed more, in training the girl to
be employed, than do any others. Other important
traits follow very closely in rank. All forty of the
traits listed were checked by at least 64 percent of
the women, which indicates that a vleasing personality
is extremely important to the work, and methods of

developing such traits could, to advantage, e stressed




TABLE IX.

EMPLOYED IN THE HOMES OF OTHERS

(Based on interviews with 25 homemakers)

DESTRABLE PERSONALITY TRAITS EXPECTED OF GIRLS

)

Homemaker Checkiﬁg

Desirable Trait Number Percent

1. Self-control 25 100
2. Cooperative 25 100
3. Industrious 25 100
4, Able to get slong with others 25 100
5. Responsible 25 100
6. Original 24 96
7. Interested in Job 24 96
8. Honest 24 96
9, Knows her place snd keeps it 24 o6
10, Symopathetic 24 96
11. Not jealous 23 92
12. Truthful 23 o2
13, Friendly 23 02
14, Courteous 23 o2
15, Orderly 22 88
16. Economical 22 88
17. Considerate 22 88
18, Tolerant and patient 21 84
19. Willing to follow directions 21 84
20, Has good sense of humor 20 80




TABLE IX., DESIRABLE PERSONALITY TRAITS EXPECTED OF
GIRLS EMPLOYED IN THE HOMES OF OTHERS

(CONTINUED)
Desirable Trait Homemaker Checking
Number Percent

21, Able to go ahead 20 80
22. Graclous 20 80
23. Able to use discretion 20 80
24, Works indenendently 20 80
25. Alert 20 80
26. Open-minded 20 80
27. Dependable 19 76
28, Tactful 19 76
29, Punctual 18 72
30, Self-confident 18 72
31. Has sense of falrness 13 72
32. GCourageous 17 €8
33. Diplomatic 17 68
34. Has good Jjudgment 17 68
35. Adaptable 17 68
36. Thoughtful of others 16 64
37« Has respect for others and their

Judgment 16 64
38. Systematic about her work 16 64
39. Cheerful 16 64

40, Willing to do extra things 16 64

S
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in the homemaking course.

Desirable Habits of Personal Care.--Very closely

agsociated with desirahle personallity tralts are
desirable habits of nersonal care for the successful (
girl. The following table (Table X) is concerned with.
the personal habits which ere considered very important
by the homemsker in selecting a girl to work in her
home.

The table includes three general classifications of
desirable personal habits, cleanlinese, personal grooming
and certain somewhst miscellaneous vpersonal characteris-
tics. While every one of the women employing oirls
in her home expected of the girl thet she be cleanly in
body, mind and clothing, and use due care concerning
body odors, twenty-four felt that apnrooriate clothing
for all times was of nearly egquel importence. Very
closely following appropriate dress, in rark, were the
proper care of shoes, halr, nails, teeth, and a moderate
amount of well applied make-uv, and a moderate amount
of perfume. A girl who is not too loud or boisterous,
keeps her place among guests, uses good English, and,
1f she smokes, uses care in time and place of smoking
are personal characteristics which at least 18 (72
percent) of the homemakers felt were important if the
girl were to be successful.

At the time of the interview with the homemaker,

a question was asked in regard to further training of
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TABLE X, DESIRABLE PERSONAL HABITS FOR THE SUCCESSFUL
GIRL
(Based on interviews with 25 homemakers) ;
Homemaker Checking
Persongl Hgbits Number Percent

I. Cleznliiness of

a.
b.
Ce

Body 25 100
Mind 25 100
Clothing 25 100

II. Personal Grooming

Aporopriately dressed ot all

times 24 96
b. Clothing (dress) clean,

pressed and mended 23 g2
¢c. Shoes clean, polished,

heels straight 22 88
d. Hair clean and combed 22 88
€. Moderate amount of make-up

and well apnlled 21 84
f. Nails well kept 20 80
g. Moderate amount of perfume,

1f used 18 72

III. Personal Characteristics

a. Uses care concerning body

odors 25 100
b. Not loud or hoisterous 24 96
¢. Keepe her plece among guests 23 94
d. Uses good English 20 80
e. Regular in care of teeth 19 76
f. If she smokes, uses care in

time snd vlace of smoking 18 7e




girl in homemaking dutlies. Their feeling was that

1f the duties and responsibilities previously mentioned
in their interviews together with the personality tralts
and habits of personal care were emphasized more and thelr
training along these pé;ticular lines broadened, the
girls would be better equipped for the job of homemsakers

or assistent homemakers.

Discussion and Summary.--It 1s evident from the data

as gathered from women who employ girls in their homes
that such girls are not expected to assume full
responsibility of the home except in a few situstions.
They are, in general, to assist with the home activitles
only.

The duties end activities in recard to cleaning are
common to every home. Therefore, even as an essistant,
the girls must necessarily have an understanding of the
correct methods to use and be able to follow directions
and instructions.

Again in meal preparation, the girl must be gble to
act as ah assistant., She must perform such dutiec as the
homemaker, for whom she is working, asks her to do in a
memer which will be acceptable to her.

Child care 1s a duty in which these girls are asked
to assist very often., All activities in which the child
tekes part, becomes in this way a part of the girl's
responsibility. In many cases, the girl is asked teo

launder and mend the child's clothing, in addition to
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other duties assocliated with child care.

The age of the girl seems to be important to the
homemaker, who employs help in her home, as half of themn
prefer girls who are sixteen years of age. At thile age
she 1is willing to take guggestions, yet she 1s
physically able to do all the work required of her
and seems to fit into the family better than does a girl
who 1s older.

A girl must not only be able to work, but she must
possess a pleasing personality and certain hebits of
personal care which are very essentiel 1f she expects
to be successful. These should not be difficult for
girls to ecquire, and they should be méde to feel the
importamnce of possessing such a personality and such
deslrable habits of personal care.

The suggestions concerning desirable personal
hablits for the successful girl made by twenty-five
homenakers could be used as a basis for building up a

unit to be taught in a homemsgking course.




Part III

Suggestions for Improving the Homemaking Course

Suggestione for a homemaking course offered by
the girls in this study who ere wage earning or
homemakers, or both, are given in Part IIT.

In an effort to make the present course of study
more efficient and useful to the over-aged group of girls
in the Fort Collins Junior High School who might be
expected to discontinue schooling at the end of the
elghth grade, suggestions were called for from girls
who have left school at that grade and become wage
earners or homemakers.

Table XI indicates the suggestions of these girls
as to points needing additional emphasis in a homemaking
course.

Fifty girle of the entire number were able to
give definite suggestions for a speclal homenaking course
for such girls as are included in thie study. These
included: personality development, especlally as it
relates to desirable family relationships, marriage
problems, buying experlences, care of children, food
preservation, health and the use of lelsure time. The
first three named received the greatest amount of
emphasis as they were mentioned by nearly every one of

the fifty girls (92 or more percent).
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TABLE XI. SUGGESTIONS FOR A HOMEMAKING COURSE

(Based on Suggestions of 50 girls)

Girls suggesting

Number Percent

1, How to get along with others,

both friends and family 48 96
2. Points to consider before

getting married 48 96
3. What amd how to buy food,

elothing, furnishings for

the hone 46 92
4, How to take care of children 25 50
5. Polnte necessary to know in

ceming and preserving food

for the home 2C 40
6. How to keep oneself and family

healthy 15 30
7. How to entertain her family

at home 10 20




Half the girls suggested an emphesis upon how to
take care of children. About a third of the girls felt
that points necessary to know in canning and preserving
food for the family, and how to keep one's self and
family healthy were sufficiently needed to Justify
considerable emphasis. A fifth of the girls added the
jdea of entertaining at home se heing needed in a
homemaking course planned for such girls.

In analyzing Table XI, 1% 1s very evident that the
girls who have been out of school for some time
realize that there 1ec much they could get from &
properly developed home economics courese which would be
valuable to them, and that the outstanding needs are along
the lines of personality development, pointe to
consider before getting married, end what and how to buy
food, clothing, and furnishings for the family,

Because these suggestions come from girls who had
actually experienced the need for these homemaking
activities, they should orove helpful in a& curriculum

revision program,




CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS IN RELATION TO HOME
ECONOMICS

After making & study of the data, it is evident that
girls ‘who drop out of school at the close of the eighth
grade are facing adult prohlems at an early age. The
girls were found to be over-age for the eighth grade,
but young, nevertheless, to be assuming responsibilities
of adults at the present time.

It is also evident that nearly all the girls
studlied are engaged in work which 1l1s very closely
related to the type of work which may be offered in the
home economics course,

Half of the girls in wage earning occupations were
in lines that were directly related to homemaking, or
that involved the preparation or handling of foods or
clothing. One cut of every eight of these girls was
employed 1in the home of another as a wage earner in the
home. These added to the 62 percent of the entire group
who were married, and in homes of their own, indicate
& large proportion of girls of the type studied who
could be expected to benefit by a course in homemeking
designed to more nearly fit their needs.

The girl in her own home must assume responsibility
in the homemsking activities, The other girl employed

in the homes of others would be expected, in general, to
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asslist with the homemaking activities, not to ascume

full and unsupervised responsibility for them. House
cleaning 1s the one activity that girls, very often, are
expected to do independently. A home economics course
can be of great value to girls in this respect. She
could lesrn to have high standards of workmanshio, and
cleanlinecse and respect for the »ronerty of others.

Care of equipment, cleaning processes, and errangement of
furniture could to adventage be included in a unit
offered to these girls.

Megal prevgrstion is one of the homemaking activities
in which a great number cf girls either assume full
resnronsibility or suvervised resrcnsibility. Proper
selection and hendling of food before prevaring it for
the table would be very importart informetion which any
girl could use in her own home or in the emvloyment of
others. Silmple, yet attractive, ways of serving food,
guitable combinations g0 as to add variety to the day's
menu, yet give each menber of the family an adequate
diet, and good standards of meal service are units
which c¢hould be included.

The girl in her own home must assume responsibility
for both the laundry work amnd the mending and caring
for clothing. On the other hand, most homemskers
interviewed in the present study, expected the girls
employed by them to assist only with the laundry in the

home. Not so much was expected in the washing of the




clothes, as wac expected in the caring and mending of
the clothes after they were washed. To meet the needs
of both the married and employed girls, a knowledge of
genergl mending, repairing, and carinrg for clothing
would be essential. Some skill in meking simple
garments, such as children's underwear and play clothes
would seemingly be of real value. Knowledge acs to the
choice of materiale and combinations of colors, as well
as sultable styles for different individuale would all
be valuable, whetker the girl actually had the task of
meking the garments, or merely that of selecting them
from the store or cateslog.

Two-thirde of the married group had children of
their own, and the care of children wae expected of all
girls employed in the home., Child csre 1is, therefore,
another activity in which girls cshould be competent.
Whether they are merely responsible for cames, stories
and other methods of entertaining children for a few
hours during the day, or must take full responsibility
for all activities, some understanmiing of the child
as a child, and how to direct the play of the young
child would be invaluable to the girl, either as a
mother, or ag one who is merely assisting in the care
of the young child. Such work cshould be included in the
homemaking course intended for such girls,

The girls in the study were ssked for suggestions

for improving the present home economics course. They




mentioned three ways; namely, by the addition of
personglity development, marrigsge problems, and buying
problems. Since the girls out of school found

problems relating to these which they must solve in 5
some way, cuch problems should be included in s course.
of study for girls.

Recommendations.--If one of the objectives of the

training to be received in a home economlics course 1s
to train for neede in *the near future, then the present
course in Fort Collins should be grestly broasdened for
the over-age group which makes up that fourth of all the
elghth-grade girls who drop out of school without going
on to high school. To meet the needs of this group in
the manner suggested in the prévious discussion, would
require equipment which is not frequently found in the
average home economics department. To edequately
present such units as family meals, house care, laundry
end child care, a setting is required involving actual
home situations, both as to house and furnishings.

The 1ideal situetion for the girls in this study
would be to have a home where girls could carry on
homemaking activities for from two to three hours each
day of the school week, and where the real job of
homenaking could be simulated.

The house itself should be one planned so as to
present the problems of the average homemsker. It should

be as modern as the average home in the community. The




girls should be allowed to have as much freedom in the
selection, care and arrangement of the furniture and
furnishings as ie possible for them to have.

This group of girls should be placed under the
direction of a competent teacher, one who has the
personality traits and desirable habits of personal
care desired of employed girls, and one who has hed
some practical experience, perhaps in a home of her
own. She should be sympathetic and understanding of
girls and thelr problems, and possess & wealth of
information of homemgking problems.

Training along the lines suggested should extend
over a period of 18 to 36 weekes, for two or three hours
daily. During this period, or at its close, the girls
so trained should be placed in real homes for a period
of at least six weeks as home apprentices, in order to
gain experience in a real home, with a real family and
under conditions as they actually happen.

During this period of apprenticeship in very
carefully selected homes, the homemsker would be asked
to make note of any suggestlions which might be of value
in training the gilrls for homemakers. The teacher
should also keep in very close touch with the girls
during this period through visitation and group
cdnferences.

Training of this type would give each girl in the

group some real experiences in homemaking under
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conditions as they actually exist. She would be

learning, and at the same time have the opportunity to
apply that learning in a manner which would enable her
to meet the demands of household employment, and later:

the demands of her own home and married life.,




CHAPTER VI
SUMIARY

The findings of thies study may be summarized as
follows: .

During the period 1930 to 1934, 485 girls completéd
the eighth grede in Fort Colline, Colorado, and 367 of
these entered high school, leaving 118 girls who dropped
out of school upon completing the eighth grade.

Approximately one-third (34.2 percent) of the girls
not entering high school, left school at the age »f 18
years; one-fourth (36.8 percent) at 16 years. Only
one girl dropred out of school at the zge of 13 years,
and only 14 at the age of 14 yeers., On the other hend,
27 or approximstely one-fourth of them were 17 and 18
years of age.

The mse jority of the girls in the study are below the
avercge in intelligence reating, considering 96-1C5 as
the average interval rangce, Eleven cirle haé an
intelligence rsting between 66~75; 22 between 76-385;

48 bétween 86-95; 12 bhetween 96-105, while 8 had an
intelligence rating between 106-11E,

It was found that €7 girls (62.0 percent) had
married during thé veriod of years in thie study;
forty-three (64.1 percent) of the married groun have

one or more chilédren.
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The number of girle in wage earning cccupstlions

Q

wae found to be 39 (35.€ percent), while 692 (£3.83
oercent) who were married and home~esking were not
engaged in wage earning occunetions. Ten girls (14,9
percent) of the 87 girls who were married ond honemakers
were alco found to he wage earners., The occupations
in which thece girls were encaged included such tvnes of
work ac caring for children, practicsl nursing, welitress
work, cookinc, meid service and »nlesin cewing.

it In order to lezrn the 3dutliec and resnoncihilities
of girle emnloyed in homee, twenty-five women in and
near Fort Collins who employ girls in their homes w¥ere
interviewed,

Every homemaker who hires help in the home exrpects
the oirl to assist in some way with the clegnine., Five
homemaxers osut of six expected the girl to mcke all bede,
streighten furniture, dust floors and furniture, and
clean the bathroom as & part of the daily routine; three
out of five (60 percent) expected the oirl to heng ud oOr
put away clothing daily.

The duties performed in the weekly cleaning sre more
varied and greater in number than those listed under daily
cleaning. Such duties as washing windows, cleaning
cupboerds, flour and sugar bins, woodwork, wallsg, cleaning
bagement, scrubbing kitchen flocor and waxing other floors

in the houce are sdded.
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All of the homemakers interviewed expected the
wage earning sirl in the home to essume full responsibillty
in preparing vegetables and fruits for the table; waching
the dishes, serving the meal and prevaring and serving -
food for specia} cccasione. Two-thirde or more of the
homemakers expected the girl to help at least in ell
phaees of meal preparation and the care of food in the
home., Half of the wemen (56 percent) exrcected the girl
to be able to cerve a dinner in courses. A fourth
expected her to arrange teble decorations and bake
bread or rolls, Only five of the twenty-five women
(20 percent) expected the girl employed in the home to
plan megls.

Where the laundry work ic egctuelly done in the hone,
the dutles egre varied, All of the women expected the girl
emnloved in the home to take care of the fleot vileces.
Twenty-two (88 percent) expected the zirl to be gble to
take care of the stove or heater on wash dave. A%t least
ten homemakers expected the girl to hel» cnllect lgundry,
sort clothing for washing, teke charge of washing machine,
rinse clothes, hang out clecthes, gather in clothes, iron
all flat nieces, dampen snd iron starched sieces, mend
and put away clothes,

Child care ie an important duty expected of the
employed girl. Care for the child at play and in the

absence of hie parents are exovected by all homemekers,
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Three-fourthse of the women exzected the employed
girl to wash, iron and mend children'c clothing, Alrost
two-thirde expected the girl to presecre the food or meals
for the child,

Half of the homemzkers (E2 nercent) preferred girle
who were sixteen vegrs of age; 4 women (1€ vercent)
preferred girls 18 yeare cf age; & women (12 nmercent)
preferred girle either 17 or 19 yeare o0ld; and 2 women
(8 vercent) preferred girls 20 years 2ld or cver.

The homemekers who were interviewed felt that a girl
muet not only be able to work but thaet how she worked and
her attitude towagrd thosce for whom che worked wer:s
important factors to be concidered in emrloyme nt. The
five personelity traits considered decsirable by everyone
of the women employing helo in the home were: scelf
control, coovnerativeness, industriousness, abilitv to
get along with others, snd teking responsibility. It
was found that e pleasing nersonality is extremely
important to the worker. '

Every one of the women emvloying oirls exvected of
the girl that she be cleanly in becdy, mind and clothing
and use Cdue care concerning hody odors, Twenty-four
felt thet anpropriste clothing for gll times was of
nearly equal importence. Proper care of choes, hair,
neils, teeth, a mnderate amount of well apolied make-up,

and a moderate amount of perfume were considered very

important., Eighteen (72 vercent) homemakers felt that the
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gucceseful eirl is not too loud or holeterous, keeps her
nlasce among guests, useg £20d Enelicsh, and, if che smokes,
uses care in time and »lace of cemokirg.

Fifty oirle of the entire number were gble to pive
definite sugrestions for 2 spvecial homemaking course for
enuch #irles as sre included in thise studv. HNearly
every one of the fifty girle (92 or more percent)
sugcested personality develonment, especlially as 1t
relates to desirgble family relsticnshlive , marriasgce
oroblens, buying experiences, care of children, food
precervstion, health and the use of lelcsure time,

Half the girls suggested sn emphasis upon child care.
About one-third suggested canning and preserving food
for the family &end how to keep one's sgel? gnd fanily

~heelth were sufficiently needed to lustifv concideration.
A fifth of the girls suggested entertainment for the

femily =2t home,
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LETTER SENT TO GIRLS

(Who could not be reached by interview)

Fert Collins, Colo.,
August ____ , 1936,
Dear Mary:

The Homemaking Department of the Junior High
School is anxious to help more girls in our cchool,

You probhably meet problems every day in which we
could have been of some assicstance to you, whille you
were in Junior High School.

So I am asking you to fill out the enclosed
questionnaire in order that I may obtain some relishble
informetion concerning what our Junior High girles do
after leaving us, From this information which you
will send me, changes can be macde in the present
Homemgking course, which will prove helpful to
glrls in the future.,

Please return the questionnaire bv

Thank you for your cooperation,

Very truly yours,

Hazel Cameron,
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10,

QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE FILLED OUT FOR EACH

GIRL
Interview
Questionnaire
Name - - - - = ~ - - -
Address - - - - - - « -
Are you working for money? - - - - - - -

If not working now, have you ever worked for mcney?
Have you been married? - - - - divorced? - - - -
Date of your marriage? - - - - -

How many children do you have? - - - - -

What are their ages?

List occupstions, neme, and address of your

employers during years of 1930-1934.

List any suggestions which you thinrk would@ have made
the Homemaking course in Junior High more valuable

to you,
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Questions for Homemakers

1. For what purpose do you employ girls in your home?

S

4.

Check list below zand add to it 1f necessary.

1.

2e

What age
What are
consider

What are

Daily cleaning

Weekly cleaning

Meal preparstion

Laundry

Care of children

girl do you prefer?t Why?

some of the important things which you
when employing cirls in your home?

come of the outstanding personality traits

you consider? Please mention five,

If girles

were to be somewhat trained for what

would you like them to be trained?
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