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Where does art take over from purely functional objects? Are they mutually exclusive or do they fall along a spectrum of design and 

manufacturing decisions? What makes an object beautiful? Is it the smoothness of its lines and curves, its material choices and surface 

treatments? Where is the disconnect that took us from taking pride in what we make to the production of the cheapest, and often 

ugliest, functional items? 

 

When crafting a tool I try to find a balance between funtionality and beauty. I design them to be pleasing to hold and look upon, and 

instil minor regret at the damage and discoloration they will gain with use as working objects of art. These tools are meant to be used 

and reshaped as needed by artists, to be living objects. But are they tools simply because that is what I've named them? Are they tools 

because they look like tools? Are they art objects that only hold the form of tools, or are they only art objects? 

 

Sometimes the design of a functioning object overtakes its functionality, and sometimes the work only appears to be functional. Mixed 

into my displays are nonsensical, whimsical, and some downright awkward tools. Despite not knowing the use of all that I have 

created, everything here has had the same attemtion to craft and detail that I would put into an elaborate piece of jewelry. I have tried 

to re-infuse delight and wonderment into the items I will use to craft even more elaborate items. 

 

Everything here is a tool. 

Everything here is a work of art. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Title       Original Format 

 
 

Figure   1: The Control of Memory     8.25"x5"x1.75" - Mahogany, Sterling Silver, Paduk, Steel 

Figure   2: The Control of Memory (full display)   8.25"x5"x1.75" - Mahogany, Sterling Silver, Paduk, Steel 

Figure   3: Intersection of Duality     7"x8"x5" - Ambrosia Maple, Sterling Silver, Zebrawood,  

Steel 

Figure   4: Intersection of Duality (detail)    7"x8"x5" - Ambrosia Maple, Sterling Silver, Zebrawood,   

Steel 

Figure   5: Within Function, Form is not Dictated   4'x4'x8" - Cedar, Black Walnut, Purpleheart, Zebrawood,  

Bronze, Steel 

Figure   6: Within Function, Form is not Dictated (detail 1)  4'x4'x8" - Cedar, Black Walnut, Purpleheart, Zebrawood,  

         Bronze, Steel 

Figure   7: Within Function, Form is not Dictated (detail 2)  4'x4'x8" - Cedar, Black Walnut, Purpleheart, Zebrawood,  

Bronze, Steel 

Figure   8: Within Function, Form is not Dictated (full view)  4'x4'x8" - Cedar, Black Walnut, Purpleheart, Zebrawood,  

Bronze, Steel 

Figure   9: Apropos of Function     5"x5"x8" - Black Walnut, Sterling Silver, Copper 

Figure 10: Apropos of Function (detail)    5"x5"x8" - Black Walnut, Sterling Silver, Copper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Figure 1: The Control of Memory 



 
 

Figure 2: The Control of Memory (full display) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Figure 3: Intersection of Duality 

 



 
Figure 4: Intersection of Duality (detail) 

 



 
Figure 5: Within Function, Form is Not Dictated 

 



 
Figure 6: Within Function, Form is Not Dictated (detail 1) 

 



 
Figure 7: Within Function, Form is Not Dictated (detail 2) 

 



 
Figure 8: Within Function, Form is Not Dictated (full view) 

 



 
Figure 9: Apropos of Function 



 
Figure 10: Apropos of Function (detail) 


