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The Great Movement

What is the west…or rather,

who is the West?
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Manhattan Institute for Policy Research 

 Intermountain West population: 

12.8 million

 Federal grazing permits: 27,000

 Federal land ranchers of total 

population:  2%

In this rural Colorado county, agriculture today supports less than 6% of the 

economic base. 
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“Now the Indians are dressing up like cowboys and the cowboys are putting 
leather and turquoise on….”

Johnny Lee, Cherokee Fiddle, 1982

Will the real cowboy please take his hat off?

“We Americans have always had itching feet. The movement of people from 

one place to another is one of the most important factors in our history. 

“The pressing American need for elbowroom was so strong that by the time of 

the Revolution, in typical American communities in all regions of the country, 

at least four out of ten households packed up and left every ten years. We have 

always been a people in motion.”

"The Pioneer in the American West" by John Mack Faragher
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Ranchland Ownership Change in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, 1990–2001 

WILLIAM R. TRAVIS, HANNAH GOSNELL, JULIA H. HAGGERTY

“Land remains a hot investment, and America's wealthiest 

individuals are snapping up property at breakneck speed.

“The 100 biggest private landowners in the U.S. added 

700,000 acres to their holdings in the past year, according to 

CNBC’s Robert Frank. That means they now control more 

than 30 million acres, or 2% of America's land mass.”

Business Insider, October 2013
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White House to Begin $10 Billion Rural 
Investment Fund, 
Alexandra Stevenson, New York Times, July 24, 2014

“Since the 2008 financial crisis, large pools of pension money have 

flowed directly into farmland and agricultural investments…

“So strong is the demand from some corners of the financial world 

that agricultural conferences once attended mostly by farmers and 

others in related fields are now crowded with institutional investors, 

venture capitalists and hedge fund managers.”

Findings

55%   Hold a bachelors or 

advanced educational 

degree

86% feel positively about 

wildlife

57% support 

development restrictions 

to benefit wildlife

50% are lifetime rural 

residents

59% are part-time or 

absentee owners

22% manage their land 

primarily for profitability

Malpai Borderlands Group

Blackfoot Challenge



9/26/2014

6

Blackfoot Challenge

• 73,000 – Acres transferred to new conservation owners

• 285,000 – Acres now under conservation easement

• 1 million – Dollars to conserve wetlands and upland habitat

• 167 – Trumpeter swans released

• ~40 – Trumpeter swans returned

• 5,000 – Acres of agricultural land enhanced
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Landowners of the West

 Radical Center
 Collaborative Conservation
 Sustainable Working Lands
Wildlife

✖ Politics and Policies of the Range War

✖ Polarized Extremes


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Lesli Allison, Executive Director

WWW.WESTERNLANDOWNERSALLIANCE.ORG

http://WWW.WESTERNLANDOWNERSALLIANCE.ORG

