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ABSTRACT

Following the conclusion of World War II, colleges and
universities over the United States were deluged with students.

This influx was the result of not only returning service personnel
but also the matriculation of many people just graduated from high
school. One of the major problems evolving from this enormous
increase in enrollment was that of student housing.

Administrators at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical
College, when confronted with the largest student body ever enrolled
at the lnstitution, attempted to alleviate the housing situation by
constructing a dormitory to accommodate 281 men. Braiden Hall was
first opened for use by freshman men during the fall quarter 1948,
and an effort was made to facillitate thelr adjustment to college ,
and thelr scholastic success through the placement of student counse- |
lors in the dormitory to assist them.

One of the first questions to arise was, "What effect does
residence in Bralden Hall have upon scholarship?" This study was
made with the view of answering this question and the hope that the
results would be of value in the formulation of policies and plans
for the future development of housing for students.

The problem of this study is, What effect does residence
in college operated dormitories have upon the academic achievement
of freshman men at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College?

Analysls of the problem.--1. What is the difference between

freshman men residing in college operated dormitories and fresh-
man men residing in off-campus housing in terms of time spent

in study outside of class?




2. What is the difference between the two groups in
terms of satisfaction with study conaitions?

3. What is the difference between the two groups in
terms of participation in campus activities?

4. What is the difference between the two groups in
terms of outside employment?

5. What is the relative academic achievement of freshman
men residing in college operated dormitories compared with
that of freshman men residing in off-campus housing?

To determine the effect of residence in college operated
dormitories upon the academic achievement of freshman men, data
were studied on 100 single, first-quarter freshman men residing in
Braiden Hall and 100 single, first-quarter freshmen men residing
in off-campus housing while attending Colorado Agricultural and
Mechanical College during the fall quarter, 1948.

Data-collecting devices

Data concerning the sample were collected from four
sources. Records in the office of the Registrar were used to
determine fall-quarter scholastic achievement as indicated by
letter grades, addresses of the students constituting the sample,
and their status with reference to sérvice in the armed forces.
Records in the O0ffice of Student Affairs provided necessary data
regarding percentile scores made on the American Council on Edu-
cation Psychological Examination, and age of the students constitut-
ing the sample. Testing Bureau records revealed the total number
of studentstaking entrance examinations for the fall term, 1948.

The personal interview form was used to collect data in the follow-

ing areas:




l. Time spent in study out of class.

2. Satisfaction with study conditions.

5+ Participation in campus activities.

4. Hours employed.

In order to facilitate analysis and comparison of
academlic achlevement, it was necessary to convert the letter
grades as recorded in the office of the Registrar to grade-
point average. The followingzg method was used to accomplish
this:

l. Numerical welghts were assigned each letter grade
as follows:

E=0
WF = O (Withdrawal falling)
WP = (Withdrawal passing)
disregarded

H U O a o =
n
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2. By using the above numerical weights, grade-point
average was determined for each student included in the sample
by dividing the total quality points earned by the total nugber
of credit hours for which he was enrolled.

In order to assure clarity and consistency of the
interview form, a tentative form was constructed and administered
to the students taklng Education 226, Seminar in Research, and
a number of others who visited the Office of Veterans Affairs.
With their assistance, the interview form was altered so that it
was simple to complete.

The final interview form was administered by the writer

with the assistance of dormitory counselors to 18¢ of the 200

S




students included in the sample, or 94.5 per cent. These stu-
dents were enrolled at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical
College at the time of this study. The remaining 11, or 5.5
per cent, had withdrawn from school and were mailed copies of
the interview form accompanied by a personal letter expressing
the purpose of the study, instructions for completion of the
form, and the appreciation of the author for thelr cooperation
in completing and returning the form.

The total number of interview forms completed was

191, or 95.5 per cent of the 200 students contacted.

Sample
Upon investigation of reglstration cards in the office

of the Registrar, 1t was found that 273 freshman men were resid-
ing in Bralden Hall during the fall quarter, 1948. Of this ‘
group, a sample of 100 students was selected as the experimental_

group for this study. Names were selected at random from an

alphabetical 1list of Bralden Hall residents.

After selection of the experimental group, records in (
the 0ffice of Student Affairs were used to determine the age to '
the nearest birthday of each student in the sample and theilr |
percentile scores on the American Council on Education Psycho-
logical Examination. Records in the office of the Reglstrar
were checked to insure that all students in the experimental
group were non-veterans.

In order to ascertain the effect of residence in a
college operated dormitory upon academic achievement, it was

determined necessary to select a control group composed of

freshman men residing in off-campus housing so that a comparison |
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of thelr academic achievement could be made with that of the
students residing in Braiden Hall. To insure that the two
groups making up the sample were commensurate with respect to
potential academic achievement, 1t was necessary to equate
them according to age, American Council on Education Psycho-
logical Examination percentile test scores, sex, and lack of
military service.

Investigation of the Testing Bureau records revealed
that 1,224 students had taken entrance tests for the fall term,
1948. Freshman men from this group who were not residing in
Braiden Hall or at home with their parents, as indicated by
records in the office of the Registrar, were matched with
Bralden Hall residents in the experimental group according to
age and percentile test score on the American Council on Edu-
cation.Psychological Examination. Wheﬁaver possible, the
author matched students of the same age who had attalned the
same percentile score on the American Council on Education
Psychological Examination. When this was impossible, he
attempted to match students with no more than one years dif-
ference in age, or one percentlile point difference in the
American Council on Education Psychological Examination test
score. In no case did the age vary more than one year, nor
the American Council on Education Psychologlcal Examination
test score more than two percentile points. Records in the
office of the Registrar were checked to insure that all stu-

dents in the control group were men with no military experience.

Statistical procedures

The critical ratio, £, was used to determine the

significance of the difference between two statistics. A
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critical ratio is the ratio a statistic has to its standard
error and can be considered to be significantly greater than
zero if its value is equal to or greater than 2. This device
was used to determine the significance between two uncorrelated
means, between two uncorrelated standard deviétions, and between

two percentages.

Significant findings

The results of this study reveal that, at present,
residents of the college operated dormitory for men at Colorado
Agricultural and Mechanlcal College differ significantly from
off=campus residents in three areas:

l. Residents of the college operated dormitory are
more dlssatisfied with study conditions in their rooms
than the off-campus residents.

2. Residents of the college operated dormitory par-
ticipate more in campus activities than do off-campus
reslidents.

3. Residents of the college operated dormitory are
not engaged 1n as much part-time work as the off-campus

residents.

Areas In which this study revealed no significant
difference between residents of the college operated dormitory
for men at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College and
off-campus residents are:

l. Time spent in study outside of class.

2. Academic achievement.

Even though residents of the college operated dormi-

tory achieved a slightly higher grade point average than the

..




off-campus residents, the difference was not found to be signifi-
cant and it cannot, therefore, be sald that residence in a college
operated dormitory affects academlc achlevement to a greater or

lesser degree than residence in off-campus housing.

Recommendations

l. In view of the results of thls study, it seems de-
sirable to glve consideration to the possibility of reducing
the number of residents in Bralden Hall.

2. Since certain older students are at present employed
as counselors in Bralden Hall, it might be profitable to
evaluate the organization of their counseling system with

the view to providing additlonal assistance to those fresh-
men having difficulty.

Suggestions for
Turther study

Future studies should be made on the following questions:

l. What are the conditions and personality factors that
make for compatibllity of roommates?

2. What is the effect of residence in a college operated
dormi tory upon the academic achievement of freshman girls at
Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College?

5« What 1s the comparative effect of various types of
employment upon the academic achievement of college students?

4. What are the criteria used by students in the evalu-
ation of rooming conditions?

5. If the condltions causing dissatisfaction in Braiden

Hall are corrected, it is suggested that this study be repeated.
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Chapter I
IRTRODUCTION

Followlng the conclusion of-WOrld War 11,
colleges and universities over the Unlted States were
deluged with studentes, This influx was the result of not
only returning service personnel but also the matricu-
lation of mﬁny people just graduated from high schools
One of the major préblama evolving from this enormous
increase in enrollment was that of student housing,

| The American Council on BEducetlion (1), 1945,
after completing a study on abudent personnel work in the
postwar college explained that the satisfactory housing
of students was of paramount importance il the educational
program of these thousands of students was to be carried
out sucéessfully. The following statements were made in
this report:

Colleges and universlities now recognize that liv-
ing quarters for students must be considered a
part of the educational program and facilitles.
(1:71)

It must bLe aémit%ed that in most Institutions,
the use of gtudent housing as a positive edu-
fif%i?al service has ngt yet been fully reallized.

Administrators at Cclorado Agricul tural and

Kechanlcal College, when confronted with the largest



student body ever enrolled at the institution, attdmpted
to alleviate the housing situaticn by constructing a

dorml tory to accommodate 281 men. Bralden Hall was first
opened for use by freshman men during the fall quarter
1948, and an effort was made to facilitate their adjust-
ment to college, and thelr scholastic success through the
placema&t of student counselors 1ln the dormltory to assist
them.

A number of studles have been made at various
institutions to determine the effect of residence in college
operated dormitories upon academlc achievements The re-
sults of these studies are not in agreement and 1t is,
therefore, the opinion of this writer that a study should
be made to determine the effect of residence in college
operated dormitories upon the academic achlevement of
freshman men at Colorado Agrlcultural and Wechanical
College.

It is hoped that the results of this study will
be of value in the formulation of policles and plans for
the future development of housing for students not only
at Colorade Agricultural and lechanlcal Cocllege but at

other institutions s well.

The problem

The problem of this study is, What effect does
residence In college operated dormitories have upon the

academic achlevement of {reshman men at Colorado Agri-



cultural and Mechanlcal College?
Analysis of the problem.~-~l, What 1s the differ-

ence between freshman men residing In college operated
dormitories and freshman men realding in off-campus hous~-
ing in terma of time spent in study outside of class?

2. What 1s the difference between the two groups
in terms of satlsfaction with study conditions?

S« What 1s the difference between the two groups
in terms of perticlipation in campus activities?

4. VWhat 18 the difference between the two groups
in terms of outside employment?

5. What 18 the relative academlc achievement of
freshman men residing in college operated dormitories com-
pared with that of freshman men residing in off-campus
housing?

Delimitation.-~This study will be confined to

two matched groups of 100 students each who were enrclled
at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College during the
fall quarter of the school year 1948~46, One hundred of
these were first quarter freshman men residing at Braiden
Halls The cther group of 100 was composed of first quarter

freshman men réaiding in off-campus housing.
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Chapter 11
REVIEW OF IITERATURE

As previcusly mentioned, & number of studles have
been completed on housing and academic achievement result-
ing in findings which are not 1in agreement. Not only will
these studles be included in the Revliew of Literature, but
also materiﬁl concerning other factors which affect aca~
demic achlevement.

The literature concerning this problem is group~-
ed as follows:

1. 8tudy conditions and academic achievement.

2. Participation in campus activities and ace-

demlc achlevement.

3+« Bmployment and academic achievement.

4. louslng and academlc achievement.

5« Intelligence and academic achlevement.

6. Age and academic achlevement.

7. Tirst-quarter grades snd academic achieve-

ment.

étuﬁy conditions and
academic achlevement

There appears to be general agreement among

educators that study condltions play an important part
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in the academic achlevement of most college students.
B8ince this is & factor to be considered when comparing
two groups as to academic achlevement, several studles
concerning this problem are included,

8trang (22), 1928, in an attempt to help falling
freshmen at Columbia University found, among other things,
that an inadeguate study environment was & factor contri-
buting greatly to academic failure.

Bird (3), 1931, in a study at the University of
Minnesota of 115 first—quarter.freshmen and 56 second-
quarter freshmen enrolled in Yhow to study® classes, found
that 82 per cent reported they had difficulty in studying
because of conditions which prohibited concentration and
33 per cent could not study because of interruptions by
other persons.

#1lliamson (27), 1939, stated that ineffective
study may result in distorted educational perspective and
low academic achievement.

The American Council on Education (1), 1945,
after completing & study on student personnel work in the
post-war college made the following statement:

Colleges and univercities now recognize that
living quarters for students must be considered
a part of the educational program and facilities,
Comfortable, attractive living arrangements with

nicely served, well-balanced meals aid student
morale, as well as protect student health. (1:71)

Summary and implications.--Educstors generally

agree that & comfortable, attractive and pleasant study
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environment which offers the student ample uninterrupted

time for study plays an important part 1n successful

academic achievement.

Particlipation in cempus activi-
Ties and BcRGOmLC GCh. eveomenst

Morale, as a factor affecting acedemlic achieve=-
ment, secms to be generally accepted in the flelds of
education and peychologys. In most cases, other factors
being equal, students in college who possess hlgh morale
achleve 8 higher degree of academlc success than those
students with low morale.

ardner and Plerce (10), 1920, end Willlamson
(£87), 1939, presented data which indlcated that meny stu-
dents, in making the transition from hlgh school to
college, achleve less in college, often becasuse of the
lose of confidence which they had when in secondary school.
- They often find themselves left out of extracurricular
activities 1n college, dissatisflfied, and consequently
poorly motlvated.

According to Hamrin and Erickson (13), 1¢39,
the go-called extracurricular sctivities fregquently comple=-
ment the more formal currlcular subjects, serve to enrich
and stebilize the pupll's development, end encourage school
spirit,

willlamson (27), 193¢, made the following state-

ments regarding motivation and morale:
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The intensity of g student's efforts to achleve
success in school is an indlcation of the in=-
tensity of his scholastlc motivation. Koti=-
vation 1s closely associated with morale. (27:348)
The National Conference on Higher Education (18),
1947, reported that a properly adminlstered extracurricular
activity program can do much toward develbping.and main-

talning student morale and school spirit.

Summary and implications.--It 1s generally

agreed that participation in well organized campus activi-
ties, often referred tec as extracurricular activities, is
important to the adjustment and general morale of the stu=-
dente« These factors play an important part in successful
academic achievement.

Imployment end aca-
cemic achlsvement

Part-time employment while attending college is
often considered detrimental to high acadenmle achlevement,
Many students who have met with scholastic difficulty are
prone to attribute thelr poor scholarship to the fact that
they were employed while attending school. Numerous
studles have been completed concerning the academlc success
of employed students. 8Several findings are included to
show that part-time employment is not generally detrimental
to the academic success of students.

Williamson (26), 1937, compared the acadenlc
achlevement of 94 lreshmen Natlonal Youth Administration

workers with an equated group of non-employed students and
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found that the employed students achleved & grade average
slightly higher then the non-employed students.

Clark (5), 1938, in a study of two equated
groups of college studentes found that those who were
employed part~time made slightly higher grade averages
than those who were not employed.

Beker (3), 1941, made a study of the average
total work load of students meking certain grades as com~
pared with the work load of students making different
gradess He found that there was no great difference in
the mmount of work carried. The coefficlent of corre-
lation for the relationship between total load and grade
average was only .099.

Hotchkiss (14), 1948, compared the academic
achlevement of two matched zroups of married and non=-
married veteran students. He found that outside employ~-
ment. hed little, A1f any, relationship to ccllege marks as
evidenced by the fact that married students achieved
higher college marks than single students, even though
data revealed that tbay.wera employed to a slightly greater
degree than single students.

Summary and implications.-~Numercus studies show

that part-time employment has 11 ttle, 1f any, effect upon
academlc achlevement. Vorking students schleve sbout the
same, or slightly better, grades than do noﬁ-WUrking stu=-

dents.



Housling and aca-
demlc achievement

Wumerous studles have been made in the fleld of
education conceming the relationship between housing &nd
academic achievemont. These studies are included herewlth
to show that there 1s not goneral agreement among educators
as to the effect of housing conditions with relationship
tc academic success and that there is need for further
study in this field.

Butts (4), 1937, studlied the comparative aca~
demic achievement of students residing in organized houses
with students reslding in private homes at the University
of Wisconsin. He reported:

Orgenized houses offer a higher percentage of
room necesslties than the unorganized houses,
suggesting that the organlzed house, with the
housing of students as its primary concern,
in practice actually does minister to the
specific needs of students better than the
private dwelling which must serve the inter-
ests of the owner as well as the student.
(4:29)

In the same study, Buttas ealso found that the
scholastic average of students residing in organized
dormitories (1.506) was higher than that of students live
ing In rooming houses (1.494) and at home in Madison
(1,565)s FHe stated that it was deslirable for a person
te have one roommate, but to have more than one was'worse

than having none.

Elliot (&), 1937, in a study at Louislana State
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Universlity found that students living on the campus re~
ceived higher grades than those not living on the campus.

Indomen (16), 1940, completed 2 study on the
relationshlp bYetween housing and college scholarship. He
transla ted course grades into honor points per credit hour
a8 followa: a grade of "A" was glven three honor points
per hour of credit; the "B" mark was worth two honor
pointe por hour of credis; a grade of "C", one honor point;
and "D", one-halfl point. WHonor points for the fall end
winter terms were totamled and divided by the number of
hours carrled to determine he average. It waas found that
the honor polnt average for dormltory residents was 1.658
as compared with an average of 1.485 for off-campus resi-
denta. Dormlitory students earned s total of 1434 honor
peints Iin two quarters while the of f=campus group earned
1204, '

Ludeman glves a number of reascns why dormltory
resldents might achleve greater academic success than stu~
dents residing in off-campus housing. Thay are:

1. There is closer auéerviaiun of e tudy time in

most dormitories.

£¢ A Gormltory on the cempus is nearer the

1ibrary and other study facllitles.

Je A dormitory furnishes more chance for the

inter~play of idess among several students

taking the same subjects.
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4. Dormitory residents have the opportunity to

practice regular living habits.

5. There is a general standard in dormlitories

favoring study and high scholarship.

6. Competition between students for hlgh grades

is keener in a dormitory.

In a study completed at the University of
Kinnesota, Van Alstine ané others (24), 1942, compared
the academic achievement of students residing in thelr
parents' homes, private residences, college dormitories,
and fraternity and sorority chapter houses who were major-
ing in medlcine, law, pharmacy, englineering, business, and
education, It was found that place of resldence had little
or no effect on scademlic achlevement.

Peterson (20), 1943, in a study at the University
of California College of Agriculture, Davis, California,
during the school years 1938-1040, 1940-1941, and 1941~
1942 found that the average student reslding in a college
cperated dormitory at Davis did better scholastically than
the average student reslding in rooming hduaes- His find-
ings indicated that the mean grade-point average of dormi=-
tory students would be greater than that of rooming house
students 95 times out of 100.

Summary and implications.-~Though most studies

show that students living in college operated dormlitories

on the whole do better scholastlcally than students living
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elsewhere, there have been findings to the contrary.

Intelllgence and aca-
denmic achievement

Bducators in general agree that there 1s & posi~
tive relationship between intelligence and academic
achlevement. Many studles have been completed which show
this to be true and 1t 1ls only loglesl, therefore, that
consideration be given to this relationship in selecting
the sample for thls study.

Line and Glen (15), 1935, compared intelligence
test scores of & group of senior high school students with
grades in school subjects and found ean average correlation
of +47 between the two varlablese.

0dell (19), 1937, found in using several differ-
ent intelligence tests that the usual correlation between
1ntelligdnce test scores and freshman achlievement in
college was +40 to «50.

Manning (17), 1838, found that the correlation
between the Americen Council on Education Psychologleal
Examination and first-year college grades was «67.

Gould (12), 1938, reported a correlation of .83
between the American Council on Education Psychological
Examination and college succesa. He determined that thls
examination was the best single predictor of college
success at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College.

Stinson (81), 1947, stated that intelligence was
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a8 zood predictor of college success., He found that most
studies showed a correlation between the two variables of
.40 to CSOI

Summary and implications.--It ls generally agresd

that intellligence 1is an important factor affecting aca-
demic achievement, In order to control thlis factor, the
two groups included in this study will be equated on the
basls of the American Council on Education Psychological
Examination percentile test scores.

Age and academic
achievement

Age, as & factor affecting academic achievement,
has been investligated in numerous studles, S8lince there
wes & possibility that sge variance might be a problem in
the selection of samples for this study, several [indings
relative tc age and academlc achievement were investigated.

Dwyer (7), 1939, reported that a number of
studies have been ﬁade which show that younger students
generally do better colleze work than older ones: He
states, however, that the variation is only small, and
that not infrequently the older students earn the highest
grades.

Sward (23), 1945, stated that there is very
little difference in the grades achleved by men in differ-
ent age groups having the same Intelligence scores. Age

has a tendency to retard the rate far more than the quality



of work involving mental processes. _
. Hotchkiss (14), 1648, stated the following after

making & survey of 1lterature desling with age snd ace~

demlc achievement: "Studlea indicate that age does not

have & marked effect upen ecademlc achlievement.,"

Sumary and lmpllestlonge.--ige does not seem to

have & marked effect upon academic Buccess. Iowever, to
insure that i1t does not distort the findings of this stucy,
the two groups will be equated on the basis of age.

Firs t-quarter grades and
GCRUGMLE & gvement

Studlies have been conducted to determine the
relationshlp between first-quarter grades and cocllege
success. According to Cole (6), 1940, graﬂad made by
college students during the firet term of enrollment sre
indlecative of those they will continue to earn.

Purich and Cein (9), 1941, stated that there
was & high correlation between [irast-term grades in college
end college success. They found that first-term grades
correlated sufficiently high to base prediction of college
graduation on first-term academlic success.

Summary and implications.~~In vliew of these

studies, the procedure of using flirst-guarter grades as
the basls for comparing the academlc achlsvement of two

groups of students is valild.
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Chapter III
METHODS AND MATERIALS

For determining the effect of residence in
college operated dormltories upon the academic achievement
of freshmen men, data were studled on single, first-gquarter
freshmen men residing in a college operated dormitory, end
single, lirst-quarter freshman men residing in off-campus
housing while at;anding Colorado Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College during the fall term, 1948. The presentation
of methods and meterials used describes the data~collecting

devices and selection of the sample.

Data-collecting devices

Data concerning the samplé selected wsre gathered
from four sources. FHecords in the office of the Reglstrar
were used to determine fall-quarter scholastlc achievement
a8 indlcated by letter grades, addresses of the s tudents
constituting the sample, and thelr status with reference to
service in the armed forces. Records In the 0ffice of Stu=-
dent Affalrs provided necessary data regarding percentlle
scores made on the Americen Councll on Educatlon Psychologi-
cal Examination, and age of the students constituting the
sample. Testing Bureau records revealed the total number

of students taking entrance examinations for the fall term,
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1948, The personal interview form was used to ceollect data
in the following areas:

l. Time spent in study out of class.

2., Batlsfaction with study conditions.

Je Participation in campus activities.

4. Hours smployed.

In order to facilitate analysis and comparison,
i1t was necessary to convert the letter grades as recorded
in the offlice of the Reglistrar to grade=-point average.

Orade-point average is computed at Colorado
Agricultural end Mechanical College as follows:

l. DNumerical welghts are assigned each letter

grade for computing quality points. They are:

A= 4 FeC

Bed E=w O

C =2 ¥F = O (Withdrawal failing)

Dl WP = (Withdrawal pasaing)
; disregarded

L

2. By using the above numerlicel weights, grade-
point average 18 determined by dividing the total
quality polints- earned by the total number of credit
hours for which an individual was enrolled.

For example: A student who completed the first

quarter of his freshman year with 5 credit hours of 4, 2
credlt hours of E, 3 credlt hours of C, 2 credit hours of
D, and 5 credit hours of F would have a total of 34 quality

points and 17 credits. By dividing quality polnts by
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eredlt hours, the grade-polnt average in this case 18 2.00.
Students at Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College
must maintain at least a grade-polint average of 2.00 to
remain in school after the freshman year.

In order to assure clarity and consistency of
the Interview form, 8 tentative form was constructed and
administered to the students taking ﬁducatiog 226, Seminar
in Research, and a number of others who vislted the Cffice
of Veterans Affairs. With thelr assistance, the interview
form was altered so that it was simple to complete.

The final interview form 1/ was composed of four
questions: one question concerning time spent in study
outslde of class, one question concerning satisfaction
with study conditions, one question concerning particl-
pation in campus activities, and one question concemming
the amount of time employed while attending scheool.

The interview form was adminlstered personally
to 189 of the 200 students included in the sample, or
94,5 per cent. These students were enrclled at Colorado
Agricultural and Mechanlcal College at the time of this
studys Those living in DBralden Eall, a college operated
dormltory, were Interviewed by the author with the assistrce
of dormltory counselors and those living off-campus were
requested to visit the author in hls offices The remalning

11, or 5.5 per cent, had withdrawn from school and were

I/ 56e Appendix A for copy of interview form.
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malled coples of the interview form accompanied by & per- .
sonal letter g/ expressing the purpocse of the astudy,
instructions for completion of the form, and the appreci=
ation of the author for thelr cooperation in campleting
and returning the forme O©OFf the 11 forms malled, two were
returned completed.

The total number of Interview forms completed

was 181, or ©8.8 per cent of the 200 students contacted.

Sample

Upon investigation of reglstration cards in the
office of the Reglatrar, it was found that 275 freshman
men were reslding in Brelden Hall during the fall gquarter,
19048, Of this group, & sample of 100 students was aelaétad
as the experimental group for thia'atuﬁy. Names were se~
lected at random from en alphebetical list of Bralden Hall
rosidents. _

After selectlon of the experimentel group,
recorde in the O0ffice of Student Affalrs were used to
d&farmin& the'age to the nearest birthday of each student
in the sample end thelr percentile scores on the imerican
Couﬁcil on Education Psychologlcal Examination. FHecords
in the office of the Keglistrar were checked to insure that
all students In the experimental group were non-veterans.

Iin order to ascartaln the elfect of residence in

Z/Gec hppendix B for copy of letter msiled with interview
forme %
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a college operated dormitory upbn academic achievement, it
was considered necessary to select a control group composed
of freshmen men veslding lin of f=campus housing so that a
comparison of thelr academic achlevement could be made
with that of the students residing in Bralden Hall. To
insure that the two groups making up the sanple were com-
mensurate with respect to potential scmdenic achievement,
it gda necessary to equate them ne¢arﬁimg to age, American
Coﬁnéll on Educatlon Fsychologlcal Examination percentile
test scores, sex, snd lack of military service,

Investigation of the Testing Bureau records

revealed that 1,824 students had taken entrance tests for
the fall term, 1948. Freshmen men from this group who were
not reslding in Braiden Nall or at home with thelr perents,
as inclicated by records in the offlice of the Registrar,
were matched with Brailden Hall residente in the experimental
group according to sge and percentile test score on the
American Council on Educstlon Psychologlcsl Exeminations
Whenever posslble, the author matched students of the same
age who hed attained the same percentile aéore on the smeri-
can Councll on Téducution Psychologleal Examination. When
this was ilmposesible, he attapted to meateh students with no
more than one yearts difference in age, or one percentile
point difference in thelir American Gbuncil on Education
Peychologlcal Examination teet score. In no case, dld the

gge vary more then one year nor the Amerlican Councll on
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Education Psycheloglcal Examination test score more than
two percentile pointss Records in the office of the
Registrar were checked to insure that all students in the

control group were men with no military experience.
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Chapter IV

ANALYSIS OF DATA

Pata relative to factors affecting the academlic
achievement of freshman men reslding in a college operated
dormi tory were gathered on 200 freshman men who were attend-
ing Colorado'Agricultural and Mechenical College during the
fall quarter of the 1948-49 school year. One hundred men
were single, first-quarter freshmen residing at Braiden Hall.
The other group of 100 was composed of single, first-quarter
freshﬁan men residing in off-campus housing.

Two methods were used to collect the necessary
| déta. They were:

l. Records in the office of the Reglstrar, the
Student Affalrs O0ffice, and College Testing Bureau
were analyzed to determine fall-quarter scholastic
achlevement, addresses of students GOﬁQtituting the
sample, status with reference to service in the armed
forces, percentile scores made on the Americean Council
on Education Psychological Examination, and age.

2« The personal interview form was administered
to 191 students included in the sample to secure
information relative to time spent In study out of

class, satisfaction with study conditions, partici-
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pation in campus activitlies, and employment.

Dats collected will be presented as follows:
"fiquivalence of the two groups," "Time spent in study
out of cless," "Satlsfaction with study conditions,"”
"particlipation in campus activitiea,ﬁ “Employmgnt,“l

and "Academic achievement.”

Statistlieal procedures

The eritical ratio, 5, was used to determine the
Significanca of the difference between two statlistics. A
critical ratio is the fétio e statistic has to lts standard
error and can be consldered to be significantly greater than
gero if ite value is equel to or greater than two. This
device was used as demonstrated by Garrétt (11) to determine
the significance between two uncorrelated means (11:810),
between two uncorrelated standard deviations (11:823), and
betwesn two percentages (11:226).

Equivalence of the
two groups

As explained previously, in order to ascertain
the effect of reslidence In a college operated dormitory
upon academic achlevement, a control group composed ofl
freshmen men residing in of f-campus housing was selected
so that & cowmparlison of thelr ascademic achlevement could
be made with that of the students residing in Braiden Hall.
The two groups were equated on the basis of sex, age, SN

percentlle test scores made on the American Counecll on
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Education Pasychologlceal Ixamination, periocd of enrollment,
end no military service.

Reglstration records in the office of the Regﬂ.s-ﬁ
trar were checked to insure that all students selected for
the sample were entering male college f{reshmen in the fall
quarter of the school year 1948~-40 with no milltary experis
eNnces

The two groups were evalusted statistically to !
insure equivaléney with reference to age and percentlile
scores on the “merican Council o Educstion Psycholozical |
Examination, '

Table 1 indlcates that the two groups are compa-
rable ae to sges The élfference in the mean ages 1s only
«Of and the difference in the standard deviations is only
«0Bs 1In edditlen, the etendard error of the differsnce in
the moans 1& +08 and the critical ratic, t, 18 +85. The
stendard error for the difference of the standerd devi-
ations is «08 an¢ the critical ratic, %, is .63. Since &
L of less than 8 is not'conabﬁared significent, the groups
may be conslidered couparable as to age.

Table 1.~~COMPARISON AS TO AGE OF BRAIDEN HALL RESIDINTS
AND OPP«CAEPUS RESIDINTS.

-
-

' Ajre 5. T
Draiden Hall "0ff-Campus Difference o E{qzrr) &

Leoan 17 .87 17.98 +08 00 «25
B. D 78 TS 05 «08 B3
Eange 16=-21 16-20



Table 2 shows the simllarity between the two
groups with relation to percentile scores made on the
Amerlcan Councll on Education Psychologlcal Examination.
The difference in the mean scores 1s only +05.

Further evidence that the two groups aere¢ compa=
rable as to percentlle scores made on the American Council
on Fducation Psychologlcal Examinetion 1is presented in
Table 3. This table reveals that the dlffsrence 1ia the
mean percentile scores is only .05 anéd the difference in
the standard deviations is .15. In addition, the standard
error of the difference 1n the msans 18 3.91 and the
eriticel ratio, t, 18 «Ol. The standard error for the
difference of the standard deviation is 2.75 and the
eritical ratio, t, 15 .06, Since the § 1s less than 2
in sach case, the two groups may be conslidered comparable
as to percentile scores achleved on the American Council

on Hducation Psychologlcal Examination.
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Table 2,~~PERCENTILE TEST SCORES AS RECEIVED ON THE
ANERICAR COUNCIL O EDUCATION PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION
BY BRAIDIEN HALL RUSIDENTS AND OFF-CAMPUS REBIDENTS.

BeCsin fraiden fa g OIT~=Campus
Percentile Rﬁ-sider;i.sili-loo i Rasidmta_{ﬁhlﬂ%}_ |
Test Scores W Cumulative per Cent W  Cumulative Per Cent
96~ 100 8 100 1 100
91 - ©5 5 88 6 99
86 - 90 4 03 4 93
8l - &85 6 8¢ 4 8¢
76 - 80 “ 83 6 85
71 - 75 S 79 7 79
66 - T0 9 T4 7 72
61l - €5 & €5 S 85
56 - 60 e 62 & 62
81 « 55 g €0 8 59
46 « &GO 5 o1 5 51
41 « 45 5 46 S 46
56 - 40 ¥ 41 7 41
31 - 35 4 54 & 34
26 - 30 o 0 4 S0
21 - 25 5 27 4 26
16 -« 20 b5 22 & 22
11 - 185 8 17 8 y 5
& - 10 5 9 5 ®
0= 5 % 4 4 4
kean 48.80 48.85

8. Ds 27.70 27455
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Table J.-«-COEPARIBON OF BRAIDIN EALL RESIDIITS AED OPF-
CAEPUS RESIDIENTS ACCORDING 70 PERCENTILE TEST SCORES
RECTIVED ON THEE AMIRICAR COUNCOIL O EDUCATION PSYCHOLOGI-
CAL EXAMINATION.

A.C.Ra %eruentile

B Taag Scorea~ anpus Difference s'?ﬁa:;r) t
Kean 48.80 - 48.85 05 SeBl «01
8. Ds - 27470 27.50 «15 2475 +06
Range 1-97 2«07

Time spent in study
cut of class

The amount of time spent In study cutside of
class is a factor tc be considered when comparing matched
groups as to academic achlevement., Table 4 shows that the
off-campus resldents tended tec study slightly more than the
Bretden Hall residents sa evidenced by a mean of 20.66
hours per weck spent ln study outslde of class compared to
e mesn of 1G.58 hours per week for the Braiden Hall groups

Even though the off-campus group tended to spend
slightly more time in atugy cutslde of class, Table § re-
veals that there 18 no slgnificent difference between the
two groupss The dlfference 1lnn the mean number of hours
atudied-per week by each group ;p l.14 and the difference
in the stendard deviations is «13« The steandard errcr of
the difference of the meanse 18 1.00 snd the critical ratlo,
£, ie 1l.11. The standard error for the difference of the
standard deviations is .75 and the critical fntiu,‘g, is
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+17: S8ince the t 1s less than € in each case, there 1s no
algnificent difference in the two groups relative to the
amount of time apent in study outslide of class,

Table 4.,~-HOURS PER WEEK SPENT IN STUDY OQUTSIDE OF CLASS
BY BAAIDEN HALL RESIDEKTS AND OFP-CANPUS RESIDINTSZ.

-Campus Residents

iours ﬁraiden flail RKesidents O
studied i “Per cent N Fér cent
40 - 42 (] 0.00 1 1.04
37 - 39 ¢ 0+00 s} 0.00
54 - 356 8 6458 S 300
31 « 33 o 0.00 3 3.09
28 - 30 e Be51 14 14.43
25 = 27 11 11.70 15 15447
22 - 24 5 5.52 | o 5.16
1¢ - 21 22 ' 25.41 10 10.31
i6 - 18 il 11.70 16 16449
13 - 15 13 15.83 18 16449
10 = 38 - 15 13483 24 14443
7 - @ S D432 0 0«00
4 « @& 0 0.00 0 C.00
l - & ] 0.00 0 0.00
TTOTAL, 04 100.00 97 .
Hean ' 16.52 - 20.66

8. D 7«11 Te24
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Table H+=-=-CONPARISCH OF PRAIDEN HALL RESIDENTS AED OFF-
CANMPUS RESIDEETS A% TO NUMBER OF HOUKS SPENT IE STUDR

: - comvmzonoyer mmemenmmsee
Hours &Studled ?er Vieek

Falden Nell UIl-Campue Difference s'”!diff) t
Kean 16.562 IQO-ﬁﬁ 1.14 1.05 1,11
8. De Tslid Te24 13 o7 «17

Satisfaction with
8tud1 conditionsg

All Studenta interviewsd were asked 1f the
study conditlcons in thelr room were satisfactory tc them.
Pifty five of the 94 Braiden Hall residents interviewed,
or 6B+5 per cont, stated that they were satlefled with
study conditions in thelr roome. Elghty four of the 87
of f-~campus resldents interviewed, or 86.6 per cent, stated
that the study conditlons in their rooms were satisfactory
to them. Table 6 reveals that the dlffercnce in the per-
centages 18 86.1 and that the estanderd error for the dif-
ference 1s 6.2. The resulting critical ratioc, or t, is
.68« Bince a & of 2 or ﬁora 1s censidered significant,
the two groups msy Le consldered to differ as to satis-

faction wlth study condltlons,



Table S5.-~8ICNIFICANCE OF THY DIFFERZNCE IX SATISPACTION
WITH STUDY CORDITIONRS BETWEEN BERAIDER BALL RESIDENTA
AND OFPF-CAMPUS RESIDIENTS.

s i — e
et —— - - == M ——]

8.E
Eralden Hall Off-Campus Difference _ (aiff) t

Per cent 5845 86.6 28.1 6,2 4,53
Su E. Of
per cont 54'1 305

Data concerning the reasons why students were
dlssatisfied with study coréltions in thelr rooms were
complled from the statements of those students included in
the sample who indlicated that study cornditions were un-
satisfactory 1/+ During the interviews, 1t was noted that
the Bralden Hall resideﬁts were much meré emphatic and
consistent with their reasons for dissatisfaction than
were the oflf-campus residents. Investigation of the state-
ments made by Bralden Hall resldents agowa that the crux
of thelr dissatisfaqtion lies with the overcrowded con-
ditions and resulting noise andldiaturbance. Some typlcal
comments of the 30 Brelden Hall residents included in the
sample who were dissatisfled with study conditions were:

"The halls are nolsy and there 18 a constant

shuffle throughout the bulldings The rooms are over=

crowded and there are not enough facilities for study"

1/ See Appendix D Ior reasons stated for dissatisfaction
with study conditions in rooms.



"Disturbance from my roommates."

"Too many roommates.”

“"Constant noise in the building."

"Nolse and loud talking prevalent.”

"Guys in hall talking and making a disturbance.'

"Roommates scuffling.”

"General nonsense on the part of room occupants

"Too much traffic in and out of the room and

too much noise in hall.”

"General confusion in the buﬁlding."

"Too many people.”

"Crowded conditions."

"Crowded facilities.”

"Hoommates too noisy."

"Crowded conditions in room.”

"Redlo and other amblent noises."

"My roommate 1s a general nuilsance.”

"Not enough space in the room for four people

to study.”

Statements made by the 13 of f-campus residents
who were included in the sample s to thelr reasons for
dissatisfaction with study condltions were varied. Typilcal
statements were:

"There were no definite study hours. Though

there were regulations they were not enforced."l

"Roommates were nolsy."
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"Po0 many men living in the space provided."

"Too many bull sessions.”

"Lendlord's children are a disturbing factor
until they go to bed.”

"y room was too cold during the end of the

guarter.”

"By room was cold end the landlord's caet climbed

over ny study table."

"The house where I stay is near the railroad.

Trains going by bother me."

"%1ith four in a room you can't study."

Factors causing dissatisfaction wlth study con=-
ditions for off-campus residents are many and veriled while
the source of dlssatlsfaction for DBrelden Hall resldents
1s the overcrowded condlition with resulting nolse and |
comnotion.

Perticipation in cem-
pus activities

A greater percentege o Eralden Hell residents
than of off-campus residents participate in campus asctivi=-
ties. FElghty nine of the 94 Bralden Hall residents inter=
viewed, or 94.7 per cent, stated that they participateé in
at least one club or activity centered about the campus,
whlle 80 of the 87, or 82.5 per cent, of the of f~campus
realdents stated that they partlcipated in at least one
club or activity. Table 7 reveals that the difference In
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the percentagee 18 1Z2.2 and that the standard error for

the difference 18 445 The resulting eriticesl ratio, or

£, 18 2.7 and sincoa t of 2 or more 18 consldered s;gnifin

cant the two groups may be consldered to differ elgnifi-

cantly as to participation in campus activities.

Table 7¢==-BIONIFICARCE OF THE DIFPERINCE IR PARTICIPATION
1¥ CASPUS ACTIVITIES BETWEIR 'BRAIDEN HALL RESIDEXTS

AED OFP=-CANPUS RESIDENTS, EXPRESSED 1I¥ PER CERT OF
THOSE PARTICIPATIEG

-
i

Breiden Hall Off-Campus Difference ﬁ‘E!dlfr) t

Per cent 04.7 8245 12.2 4.5 2.7
G Z‘:. of
per cent 2ed Sa 8

During the fell term, 1848, &8 of the 07 off-
campué residents interviewed, or 30.2 per cent were employe~
eds During this same pericd, 22 of the 84 Breliden Hall
residents interviewed, or 235.4 per cent, wero employed.
Investigation of Table 8 polints out the fact that the
difference in the percentages 18 15.8 and that the standard
error for the difference is l.8., The criticel ratio, or
L, 18 CuB and since a £ of 2 or more 1s consldered signifi=-
cant the two groups mey be considered to differ significant-

ly with relation to employment.



39

Table B«~-S810NIPICANCE OF THE DIFFERENCE IK PER CENT CP
EMPLOYMENT DETWEIN DRAIDEN EHALL RESIDENTS AKD OFP-
CAEPUS RESIDIITS. '

T T S T T T S s D oo s
Braiden Hell Off-Cempus Difference ' -ldiff) &

Per cent 3.4 SG .8 15.8 1.8 8.8
SI E.P":. Gf

per cent ls4 1.2

Academlic achlevenent

Grade polnt averages for the fall term, 1948,
were avallable on all students included in the ssmple for
this study. Teble © reveals several facts concerning the
comparative grade averages of Dralden Hall and off—campu#
residents. Of those students feiling to attain a 2.00 |
average duiing the fall term, which is the equivelent to
a letter grade of C, 48 per cent were Bralden Hall resicdents
as coanpared to 57 per cent of the of f-campus residents. Of
the students attaining a 3.00 average or better, which is
the egqulivalent to a letter grade of B or atove, 135 per cent
were EBralden Hall residents snd 16 per cent off-campus
- resldents. The mean grade point average for those residents
of Breliden Hall included in the sample was 2.07 es compared

with a mean of 1l.91 attalned by off-campus residents.
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Table 9.,~-ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF BHAIDEN HALL RESIDIENTS
AND OFP-CANPUS RESIDENTS.,

Grade point ﬁ?&iden Kali- - =Campus =100
average ¥ Cumulative Per cent N Cumulstive Per cent
375 = 4,00 1 100 K] 100
3450 = 3.74 4 99 1 97
S48 = 5449 O 25 8 o6
5:00 - 3.24 B g2 4 88
2.75 - 2.,89 9 8% e 84
2.50 - 2.74 12 78 6 8e
2.25 - 2449 B 66 9 76
2.00 = 2.24 13 6l 10 . 67
1.75 = 1.9¢ 14 48 8 87
1.50 - 1.74 11 >4 15 49
1.256 - 1.49% 8 25 8 54
1.00 -« 1.24 § 15 15 26
+T5 = +99 2 10 6 13
280 = 74 6 8 e 7
225 = 449 1 2 e 5
00 = 24 1 1 ) 3
Kean 207 1.81
S. Da +82 <80

Even though residents in Bralden Hall
achieved a higher grade polnt average during the fall term,

1948, than d1ld off-campus residents, Table 10 reveals that
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the difference in academic achlevement between the two
groups iz not statistically significant, The difference
in the mesns on acsdemic achievement 18 .16 and the stand=
ard error of the difference in the means is 13+ The
resulting critical ratio, or &, 18 1.23 and not considersd
significant.

Table l0«==-SIONIPICANCE OF THE DIFFERIECE INH ACADEMIC

CHIZVEMENT BETWESN DRAIDIN HALL AND OFF-CAMPUS RESI-
DENTS «

Academic achlevement

Fraliden S.2
Ball Off-Campus Difference taier) t
Hean 207 1.1 «18 1S 1423

Se¢ D» 88 + 90 0B 08 «87
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Chapter V
DISCUSSION

; Discussion of the effect of residence in a
eolléga operated dormitory mpcn'the academic achievement
of freshman men at Colorade Agricultural and Mechanical
College will be presented under the following headingsy
’Time’spent in study out of class®, M"Satisfaction with
study conditions®, ®Participation in campus activitiest®,
"Employment®, ®icademic achievement®, and "Effect of
residence in a2 college operated dormitory upon academic

Ll

achievement®,
Iime spent in study
~out of clas
: During the fall term, 1948, the average time
speq&.in study each week by off-campus residents slightly
excéeded that of the men living in Braiden Hall. However,
‘sinee this difference was slight, l.l14 hours per mén per
‘ week, it was not fouﬁd to be statistically signiTicant,
In spite of this fact, 1t is interesting to note that even
- though the Braiden Hell residents studied fewer hours per
week than off-campus residents they achieved a higher grade

point average.
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An analysis of the data concerning satisfaction
with study conditions revealed that only 58.5 per cent of
the Braiden Hall residents as comparéd to 86.6 per cent of
the off-campus residents were satisfied with study con~
ditions in their rooms. The diffeience between these per-
centages, 28.1, was found to be statistically significant.

In?astigéticn of the statements made by those
Braiden Hall residents who were not satisfied with study
conditions in their rooms revealed that their reasons for
dissatisfaction centered about the over-crowded conditions
and resulting noise and disturbance, HReasons given by
of f-campus residents for dissatisfaction were varied with
no emphasis on a specific area of dissatisfaction.

Reasons for dissatisfaction as stated by men in both
groups concur with the findings of Bird (3), who stated
that amny students have difficulty in studjing beecause of
certain conditions which prohibit concentration, or be-

cause of interruptions by other persons.

Data gathered for this study with reference

to participation in campus activities revealed a
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significant difference Letween Dralden Hall and off-campus
residents. O the 04 Bralden Hall students lnterviewed,
89, or 94.7 per cent, stated that they participated in at
least ome club or activity during the fall term, 1948,
Elghty of the ©7 offe~campus residents lnterviewed, or
8245 per cent, stated that they tcock part in at least one
erganization or sctivity.' The éifferaﬁcs betweaa these
percentages, 12.2,was found to be statistically significant.
8ince the Braiden Hall reslidents also achleved a slightly
kigher grade point averagé, 1t would appear that these
results concur with the statements made by Cardner and
Pierce (10), and Willlamson (27), who found that partlci-
pation in extracurricular esctivities was benefliclal to

morale; hence motivatlion and academlic achievement.

Eaployment
An snalyels of the data concerning employment

revealed a significant difference between the two groups
paking up tﬁa sample. Duriﬁg the fall term, 1948, 23.4
per cent of the Bralden Hall residents were employed, as
compared to 30.2 per cent of the off~campus resldents who
were workings The difference between these percen tages,
15.8, was found to Le statistically significent. 3ince
residents of Bralden Hall achlieved & grade point average
8lightly higher thah the off-campus residents, these find-
ings do not sgree with those of Clark (5), or Willlamson

{26), who stated that students who were employed part-time
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achlieved a grade average slightly higher than the non=-
employed students. Hotchkiss (14), however, found little,
if eny, relatlionehlp bLetween employment and academic

achlevement.

Academic achlevement

An analysis of the data concerning academic
achievement revealed that the mean grade polnt average for
the fall term, 1648, of those Bralden Hall residents in-
cluded in the sample was 2.07« The mean grade point
average for off-campus residents was 1.91s The dlfference
between these two means, .16, was not found to be statlsti-~
cally esignificants It is Interesting to note, however,
that the mean grade point average for Braiden Hall resi-
dents is above that requifed'ror'graduation at Colorade
Agricul tural end Mechanicel College, while that o the off=
canpus resldents is slightly below the 2.00 reguirement.
Students who fell to aschleve a 2.00 grade average at
Colorado Agricultural and Hechanlical Ceollege by the end
of the sophomore year are suspended.

The above [findings tend tc concur with those
of Van Alstine and others (24), who found that place of
resldence has little or no effect on academic acklevement,
However, Butts (4), Elllot (8), Ludeman (18), and Peterson
(20), all made studies which reveal that students living
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ocn the campus recelve higher grades than thoss not living

on the campus.

Effect 2£ residence in
8 coliese operated
dormitory %Qan academlc
achlevemen

The findings of this study reveal that,at
present, residents of the men's dormitory at Colorado
Agricultural snd Nechenlical College dlffer significantly
from the off-campus residents in three areas:

1. DBraiden Hall residents are more dissatis-

fied with study conditions in thelr rooms than are
of f-campus resldents. _ |

2+ Bralden Hall residents participate more

in campus sctivities than do off~campus residents.

S« Bralden Hall resldents are not engaged

in as much part-time work as the ofl=-campus residents.

These [indinge indlcate that,at present,
residence 1n & college operated dormitory at Colorado
Agricultural and Mechanical College has very little effect
upon the academlc achlevement of freshmen men. However,
in view of the flndings that Pralden Hall residents are
much more dissatlisfied with study cornditions in their
rooms than are off-campus residents, consideration should
be glven to the astatement of Strang (22), who found that
an inadequats study environment was a factor contributing

greatly to scademic failure. Williamson (27) reported
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similar findings and explalined that ineffective study may
result in dilstorted educational pere?ptiva eand low academic
achievement. Since Bralden Hall residents achleved a
slightly higher grade point average than off—cﬁmpus regi-
dents, even though only 88.5 per cent of them were satis-
fied with study conditions, 1t seems possible that they
would achleve even better grades 1f the causes of thelr
dlssatisfaction were corrected.

In view of the fact that overcrowded conditions
are the primary cause of dlssatlsfaction in Bralden Hall,
the findings of Butte (4) seem apropos, since he stated
that it 18 fdesirable for a person to have one roommate

but thet to have more than one ls worse than having none.

Fecormendations

isv. In view-of the results of this study, it
seems dealirable to give consideration go the possaie
billity of reducing the number of residents in Braiden
Hall,

2+ 8ince certaln older students are at preaent
employed as counselors in Bralden Hall, it might be
profitable to evaluate the organlzation of thelr
counseling system with the vliew to providing ad=-
ditional assistance to those freshmen having diffi-

culty.
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Buggestions for
urther study

Future studies should be made an the following

quesations:

1. ¥%What are the conditions and persehality
factors that make for compatibility of roommates?

2« What 1s the effect of residence in a
college operated dormitory upen the academic achleve=
ment of freshman glrls at Colorado Agricultural and
Mechanical College?

S+ What 1s the comparative eflfect of various
types of employment upon the academlc acklievement of
college studenta?

4+ What are the criteria used by students
in the evaluation of rocming conditions?

6+ 1If the conditions causing dlssatisfectlion
in Braideﬁ Hall are corrected, it 1s suggested that
this study be repecated.
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Chapter VI
SUMNARY

In order to ascertain the effect of residence
in & college operated dormitory upon the academlc achleve-
menﬁ of freshman men at Colorado Agricultural and HMechani~
cal College, a control group composed of 100 freshmen men
resliding in off-campus housing was selected in order that
a comparison of thelr academlc achlevement could e made
with that of 100 students residing in Bralden Hall, a
college controlled dormitory. The twc-groupa were equated
on t&a basis of sex, age, percentile test scores made on
the American Councll on Education Psychological Examination,
period of enrollment, and no mllitary service.

Two methods were used to collect the neceasary
data. They were: : -

l. Records in the office of the Registrar,
the Student Affalrs Office, and College Testing Bureau
were analyzed to determline fall~guarter scholastic
achlevenent, addresses of students constituting the
sample, status wlth reference tc service in the armed
forces, percentile scores made on the American Cauncil
on Hducatlon Psychological Examination, and age.

2+ The personal interview form was acdminls-
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tered to 191 of the students included in the sample
to secure information relative to tirme spent in study,
satisfaction with study conditions, participation in

campus activitles, and employment.

Significant findings

The results of thls study reveal that at
present residents of the college operated dormitory for
men at Colorade Agricultural and Mechanicel College differ
significantly from off=-campus residents in three areas:

1. Residents of the college aper&ted'éormi—
tory are more dissatisfied with study conditions in
thelr rooms than the of {-campus reslidents.

2., Residents of the college operated dormi=-

'tory participate more in campus activities then do
of f=campus residents.

3+« Reslidents of the college opefated doymi~-
tory are not engaged in as much part-tinme work as the
of f=campus residents.

Areas in which thils study revealed no
significant difference between residents of the college
operated dormitory for men at Colerado Agricul tural and
Hechanlcal College anc off-campus resldents are:

l. Time spent in atudy outside of class.

2. Academic achievement.

Even though residents of the cell&ge apérated

dormitory achieved a slightly higher grade point average
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PERSONAL INTERVIEN FORM

l. During the fall quarter 1948, how many hours per week
did you study outslde of class?

2. During the fall guarter 1948, were the study conditions
in your room satisfactory tc you?

Why not?

3+ During the fall quarter 1948, in what campus activities
did you participate?
Agricultural eclub Dramatlc club

Athletic team Fraternlity

A Cappella cholr Haylofter club

~ Band Hiker club
Chemistry club Intramural athletics __
Chess club 8ilver Spruce staff
Collegian staff Religious activitles __

Contemporary club Other

Cosmopolitan club

4, During the fall quarter 1948, how many hours per week
were you employed?
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1110 Remington
Fort Collins, Colo.
January 27, 1949

Dear ¥r. :

A study regarding the effect of living conditions upon
academlic achievement 1s now under way at Colorado Agri~-
cul tural and Mechanical College. To complete this re-
search project, it is necessary to contact a number of
the students who were enrolled at Colorado A & M College
during the fall term 1948,

I have enclosed z short questionnailre and a self-addressed
envelope. Will you please answer the questlions on this
interview form and return 1t to me at your earliest con-
venience? Your cooperation in this matter 1s greatly
apprecliated.,

It 18 hoped that this study will reveal definite problem
areas in order that action may be taken to better the
living conditions and assist in the improvement of aca-
demic achievement for students ettending Colorado A & M
College.

Thenk you for your assistance in this matter.

Kenneth L. McAferty

2 Enclosures:
1l - Questionnaire
1l -~ Self-addressed envelope
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61
REASONS STATED FOR DISSATISFACTION WITH
STUDY CONDITIONS IN ROCMS

Breiden Hall Resldents
Case Number Reascn

) & "Too much activity in and out. Other members
of the room didn't study.”

2 "Too much noise, roommates too noisy."

5 "Noise and loud talking prevalent."

8 "yisitors from other rooms, general confusion."

o "Too much activity in the room. General non=-
sense on room occupants part."

13 "I found that 1t was pretty hard to sleep or
study. There were quliet hours at Braiden, but
they weren't enforced. There was dlsturbance
from my roommates."

21 "Noise in halls and visltors from other rooms."

22 "General noise."

24 "Too many people roaming in and out. People
talking in room."

26 "Crowded, nolse, poor lighting."

27 "Crowded conditions in room."

30 "In and out of room trafflc, crowded conditions.”

32 "My roommate is a general nulsance. There is
general nolse and closing of doors in the dormi-
tory."

37 "Too crowded for four to study."”

40 "Too much noise on the whole. Too many guys
around."

41 "Overcrowding and one obnoxious roommate."

42 "Room 18 noisy and overcrowded."

48 "General noilse and overcrowding."



casg:ﬁumber Keason
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49 "Crowded conditions.”
53 "There 18 too much noise for good studying."
58 "Cuys in hall talking eand making a disturbance.”
62 "Roormates scuffling."
63 "Too many roommates."
65 "Crowded facilities in general.”
66 "There was much disturbance from my roomxates."
67 "Too crowded in room.” | |
68 "Constant noise in the building."
72 "Radio and other ambient noises.”
79 "Too crowded; distracted by undesirable, crude
habits of roommates.
82 "My room was too crowded with four people. The
bullding was generally nolsy."
83 "The halls are‘noiay and there 1s a constant

shuffle throughout the bullding. The rooms are
overcrowded and there are not enough facllities
for study.”

856 "Too many visitors in room."

87 "I disliked my roommate."

68 "Doors slamming and fellows coming in and out."

8% General confusion in the,bﬁilding.“

g0 "Noise in the halls."

05 "Too much traffic in and out of room and too much
noise in the hall."

g6 "Not enough space in room for four people to study."

o7 "Too many running in and oute. Too much nolse in

the halls."



REASCONS STATED FOR DISSATISFACTION WITH

Case Number

11

13
15
18
25
52

40

41
56
63

84

a7

88

6.3

STUDY CONDITICHS IN ROOMS

Off-Campus Residents
Reason

"There were no definlte study hours. Though
there were regulations, they were not enforced."

"Roomma tes were nolsy."

"Too many men 11ving in the space provided.”
"Too many bull sessions.”

"Toc many in room."

"My room was too cold during the end of the
quarter."

"Four men in the room and we couldn't get together
on study time."

"Interrupted by the famlly in the house."
"With four in & room you can't study.”

"Roommates dldn't study. Noilse in the house as
a whole."

"Living by myself and was lonesomes The house
where I stayed was near the rallroad and trains
going by bothered me." :

"Landlords children are a disturbing factor until
they go to bed."

"My room was cold and the landlord's cat climbed
over my study table, I had two roommates and had
trouble studying."
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