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PREFACE

To me as a student pastor of a local church in Love-
land, several problems have presented themselves for
solution. This study has been concerned with these prob-
lems. After analyzing thenm, several objectives were set
up, which have been condensed to five main objectives.

I. How does the religious condition in Loveland
compare with that of the United States in general?

II. What of the local Churches as a socializing
factor in the home and in the community?

III. Are the people of Loveland, and their ministers,
liberal or conservative in their beliefs?

IV. What is the psychological attitude of the people
toward the local Churchues of the city?

V. What would be an efficient method and program for
the religious life of Loveland?

The writer wishes hereby to express his appreciation
of the inspiration and guidance of Professor B. F. Coen,
throughout this study. =Especially was his help appreciat-
ed in the arrangement and content of the various question-
naires used in the study.

He further wishes to express his appreciation to his
wife, irsg. Maybelle Reed, and brother, Wesley Reed, for
their assistance in gathering in community questionnaires.,

To Rev, i, F. Amelung, president of the HMinisterial




Association, and the kind cooperation of the ministers of
the city.

To Mr. Phil Berg, editor of the Reporter Herald, for
his assistance in presenting the Loveland community survey
to the public.

To those of the city who so willingly gave their
views in oral or written statements on the problem of the
religious situtation of Loveland,.

To the Sunday School superintendents, and churcha
clerks who have assisted so kindly by giving information
regarding their respective churches.

To the Chamber of Commerce for its cheerful informa-
tion and suggestions.

To all those who are in any way connected with
religious work in Loveland without whose assistance this
study would have been impogsidle,

To gain information for this study, the writer had
many interviews with various ministers; business men, and
citizens of the town. A community questionnaire was
taken to every home in the city and 532 questionnaires
were filled out. About one- third of the people were not
at home, one-third refused to answer for various reasons,
such as, too long, in a hurry, opposed to such a survey,
while the other third responded to the best of their
ability. The Loveland Chamber of Commerce gives the

present population at 5,463, and the Colorado Vear 3ook,




for 1930, gives the population at 5,065. Thus the results
are concerned with a little over one-third of the popula-
tion.

Another gquestionnaire was sent to each of the minist-
ers. Out of 21 possible replies, 19 were returned. Like-
wise a questionnaire was sent to each Sunday School supers-
intendent and one to each church clerk. The percentage
of returns was the same as for the ministers.

The writer endeavored to maintain the "scientific
attitude” and a high degree of objectivity throughout
the study. This was exceedingly difficult since the
author was in such close contact with the religious prob-
lems of the city. Personal experience may have influ-
enced unconsciously some of his observations. As far as
possible he has assumed the part of the disinterested
investigator and has followed facts whereever they have
led. .

He believes that the physical sciences have learned
to answer the question, "Why does this thing happen?" by
giving an accurate description of the happening, itself.
The same thing should be applied to the social sciences.
This method would replace causal analysis with analytical
description. Therefore, ne has concentrated his attention

upon the four rather intensive surveys.




SOME FACTS CONCERWING LOVELAND

Loveland is a small city in the beautiful and fertile
Big Thompson Valley. The priacipal crops grown in the
valley are sugar beets, alfalfa, wheat, corn, barley, peas
and varieties of fruit including cherries, apples and
raspberries., Loveland is located 50 miles north of Denver,
on the Colorado and Southern and Great Western railways
in one of the richest agricultural and fruit growing dis-
tricts of the State. It is also on two main state auto
highways, one a paved road to Denver, It is the outfit-
ting point for the far-famed Estes Park and the Rocky
Mountain National Park, which are reached over a fine
mountain road up the Big Thompson Canyon, the Direct
Gateway to the Parks. The altitude of Loveland is 4,985
feet above sea level.

There are certain health advantages such as a good

climate and wonderful scenery. The water supply official-
ly has been announced to be as "pure as boiled water."
The invigorating low vpressure atmosphere of the high
altitude, the cool and refreshing nights, the days of
continuous sunshine and the accessibility of nature's
best make ideal conditions for health.

The school facilities are excepg;onally good. There
are four schools centrally located and modern throughout.

The new high school building was erected at a cost of




$125,000. The city is conveniently situated relative to
the higher institutions of learning of the state. The
Colorado Agricultural College is located at Fort Colliuns,
a distance of 13 miles; the State Teachers College is
located at Greeley, a distance of 20 miles and the Colo-
rado University is located at Boulder, a distance of 36
miles. The Cotner College outing camp is located at
Sylvandale, 10 miles west of Loveland on the Estes Park
road, Upon the grounds consisting of 190 acres along
the Big Thompson River, are located dormitory, cottages,
school and assembly buildings and equipment sufficient
to care for 150 summer visitors, Campion Acadeny,
located at Campion, three miles south of ILoveland on the
paved highway is operated as an educational institution
by the Seventh Day Advent people for the purpose of .
giving a distinctly Christian education to all worthy
young people who enroll., Campion Academy operates a
$100,000. boarding school, surrounded by irrigated farms,
gardens, orchards and shade trees.

To the casual observer or tourist driving through
Loveland, one is impressed by the many churches, There
are five on or within one half block of the main high-
way which goes directly through the center of the town.

The Chamber of Commerce boasts of 14 active clubs.
Among them are the Rotary, and Lions clubs., Of the lodges,

there are Elks, llasons, Woodman of the World and 0Odd




Fellows. The Country Club owns 70 acres of land on which
it Thas installed a nine hole golf course.

Business conditions in Loveland compare favorably.
The factories are supplied by the raw materials near at

hand, such as cereals and brick clay. The maximun employ

ment payroll of Loveland's nine factories is 1,050 men,
The Great Western Sugar Company is the largest of the

factories.*

»Loveland Chamber of Commerce Bulletin, 1933.




COMILUNITY SOCIAL FORCES

There are numerous social forces existing in the
community, which influence every individual, consciously
or unconsciously. The social environment has much to do
with what the individual makes of himself. Chief among
these forces in the complex society of today, are the
family, education, business, government, recrestion and
religion,

The family is of primary importance as an effective
socializing agency., It is largely through the family that
culture is transmitted from generation to generation.
Language is a good illustration of the influence of the
family in passing on culture. Thus through the family
social habits descend and assure the contiruity of social
life. Home life, so far as children are concerned, is an
introductory training station, and what the children get,
good or bad, profoundly affects their entire life. The
adults and older cuildren stimulate, check, suppress and
transform the attempts of the young child to obtain his
satisfection. This is expressed by Professor Groves in
another way, "Thus im the home there is a seething inter-
play of social influences to which the child is most open
and sensitive, and against the force of which he has littlée
power to protect himself., In this way the home circle

becomes an arena of struggle, cooperation and adjustment,




the young child being normally the one who must make the
most radical efforts at adaptation to the social forces
that play upon him."*

A second agency influencing the community is that of
education. Again the child is stimulated, checked, suppres-
sed and transformed by instructors and classmates. The
main aim in educating the individual today is to hand on
the intellectual possessions of the race, and to harmonize
progress in the individual with the welfare of the con-
servative institutions of society. Dr. F. P. Graves, fronm
the University of Pennsylvania, says concerning present
day education: "It is not alone the individual as such
that nas been of interest in the modern period, bdut more
and more the individual in relation to the social whole
to which he belongs, as only in this way can the value of
his activities be estimated."#

A third force active in the community is that of
business enterprise. The need of food, clothing and
shelter, are the sources of much economic activity. 1In
addition to these elementary needs, various other needs
or supposed needs such as economic goods for pleasure and
profit motivate the use of a large part of time. 3Business
contacts and associations aid in the socialization of the
individual. However, the community group views success

largely from the standpoint of financial success.

*Groves, Ernest R., Social Problems of the Family, p. 5.
#Graves, Frank P., A Student's History of Fducation, p.444.




A fourth form of social organization, of importance
in the community, is that of govermnment. It is a form of
socisl organization which has developed because, in the
long run, it has afforded the means of supplying men with
certain services more efficiently than these could have
been supplied by each for himself,

Some of these services are; protection, maintenance
of law and order, provision for water and electricity in
the municipality, and the establishment of public institu-
tions for the instruction and care of those committed to
the varied institutions,

A fifth force, active in determining the'community's
destiny, is that of recreetion. The problem of recreation
is increasingly important, due to the shorter work day.
Observation would lead the author to believe that leisure
time in Loveland is divided between four major pastimes,
namely listening to the radio, at the theater, motoring,
and at the many athletic activities.

A sixth agency, and a very powerful factor in every
comnunity, is religion. It has been the greatest and
longest continued orgenization developed by mankind.
Religion im this study has to do with the Christian Church.
"It has included more individuwals, has covered and molded
more phases of their lives, has developed more social
machinery, has planned more enterprises, hes been the

fountain of more heroic efforts, has stimulated more art,
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has insypired more literature, hes planned more widely for
human good, has built more buildings, has raised more
money for social purposes, has enlisted more willing ser-
vice, than any other institution aiming to control primi-
tive humen desire and alleviate human need."*

Since the church has such a vital part in society,
there seems to be much reason in studying about it. There-
fore, the study of The Religious Situation in Loveland,
should be of value to a Social Science student and to

society in general.

*Ward, Duren J. H., A Receivership for Civilization, p. 14.
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THE CHURCHES OF LOVELAND

Since the verious religious organizations of Loveland
cell themselves by a number of different names such as
assembly, convention and council, or church, it was
thought that for the purpose of uniformity all could be

classified as denominations.

Number of Denominsational Churches
The various dencminstions having churches in Loveland

gre as follows:

1. First Presbyterian 12. Mazarene

2. Baptist 13. United Brethren

3. Protestent Episcopal 14. FEvangelical Lutheran
4, Assembly of God 15. Evangelical

5. United Presbyterian 16. Swedish Lutheran

6. Seventh-day Adventist 17. Christian

7. English Lutheran 18. kethodist
8. Congregational 19. Hope Reform
9. Roman Catholic 20. Pentecostal
10. St. Paul's Lutheran 21. Church of God
11. Free liethodist 22, Christian Science

Of the 212 separate religious denominations in the
United States, there are 22 that have their respective
churches in ILoveland. However, the community gquestion-

naire revealed membership in 30 different denominations.
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According to the Government Census, a church is defined as
"g gathering of individuals for religious services or
worship."

Bach of the churches listed above was conducting
services up until kay,1933. Since that time the Church of
God has discontinued with the exception of an occassional
service, Due to the small membership and lack of finance
it- was compelled to disband.

While many people complained that there were too many
churches in Ioveland, several families were found to be
going to other cities where their denominations conducted
services. A prominent business man preaches in a neighbor-
ing city every Sunday for a denomination not represented

in Loveland.
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Those denominzations heving adherents in Loveland, &s
found by the crossection survey, are as follows:
1. First Presbyterian 16, Swedish Lutheran
2. Baptist 17. Christian
3. Protestant Episcopal 18. lethodist
4. Assembly of God 1¢6. Hope Reform
5. United Presbyterian 20. Pentecostal

6. Seventh-day Adventist 21. Church of God

7. English Lutheran 22. Christian Science
8. Congregational 23. Lutneran
9. Roman Catholic 24, Latter Day Saints
10. St. Peul's Lutheran 25. Church of Christ
11. Free lethodist 26, Holiness
12. Nazarene 27. Salvation Army
13. United Brethren 28. Church of The First Born

14. Evangelicel Lutheran 29. Jewish

15, Evangeliceal 30. Unitarian

The lembership
The meaning of the term member varies from congrega-
tion to congregation. Tor instance a member of the Roman
Catholic Church may be born into the church, while to bve-
come o member of the United Brethren Church one nmust
choose to effiliate himself with it.
The people of Loveland are a church going people.

The survey indicates that 81.8% of the people belong




15

to some denomination. This ratio is above that for the
United States 28 a whole, which is 55%.* It is interest-
ing to note that there were more fethodists than non-
church members. The liethodist sdherents totaled 19% of
the totel findings of the survey, while 18.2% are affili-
sted with none. The second largest membership as indicat-
ed by the survey is the Baptist with 11.2%.

Some have felt that membership figures tend to over
estimate the strength of the church because of the well
¥nown fact that membership rolls often contain names of
some who are inactive. While this is true to a certain
extent other factors tend to balance it. TFor instance,
the United Presbyterian church has a non-resident member-
ship roll of 50. The Nazarene church, with 30 members,
has a Sunday School averaging 60. In the light of such
facts the conclusion seems warranted that the population
belonging to church is a significant social index.

One often hears it stated that the great majority of
church members are women, and that men are rather reticent
when it comes to church affairs. This seems to be pretty
much the fact in Loveland. However, when comparing it
with the United States as a whole there is little differ-
ence in the ratio. In the United States 44.4¢% are men

and 55,6% are women.# For Loveland 44.8% are men while

*Fry, C. Luther, The U. S. Looks At Its Churches, p. 7.
#Ivid, p. 9.
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55.2% are women., liost of the 16 churches which gave the
ratio of men and women had nearly 10% more women than men.
Two exceptions were the Protestant Episcopal with 80%
women and 20% men, and the Evangelical Lutheran, at the
other extreme, with 60% men and 40% women. The preponder-
ance of women in the church is even more significant when
it is remembered that there are a few more men in the

United States than women.

UNITED STATES

55.67

LOVELAND

55.27,

Per cent of liembership
) Women
CEITD Men

CIIART II

ey vogre s
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To any one interested in religion, the query natural-
1y comes while shopping on a Saturday afternoon, where do
211 of these rural people sttend church? Their group con-
ferences et the edge of the sidewalk, and snatches from
their conversation betray their rural l1ife. AaAfter analyz-
ing the membership of 16 churches the answer is partially
given. Of the total membership 37% is rural while 63% is
urban. Again we refer to Fry and his figure for rural
membership of the United States. There are approximately
16,500,000, or 37%, which fall into the rural class. It
seens significant thet there should be the exact percent-
age of rural people attending church services in Loveland
as there are for the United States as a whole.* Only 52%
of the rural population of the United States belongs to
a church, compared with 58% for all cities.# This figure
does not necessarily mean a greater indifference on the
part of the country people but it may indicate differ-
ences in opportunity arising from the fact that many spar-
cely settled country areas have no churches., Undoubtedly
this is the situation for some of our rural people are
living in the mountains. An example might help to clarify
this point. Mr. and Mrs., A. and their family live 14

miles from Loveland in the foothills, and at times the

*Note: A rural church was considered as such even for vil-
lages of 2,500 inhabitants, and under.

#Fry, C. Luther, The U. S. Looks At Its Churches, p. 15.
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mountain road is almost impassible. The winter snows and
summey reins make their church asttendance, like other
cutside contacts, very uncertain. For the most part
around 40% of the local congregations is rural and 60%
urban., There were two marked exceptions. The First
Presbyterian Church is predominately urban. In the
membership of 230, 957 live in the city. The other ex-
treme was noted in that of the Swedish Lutheran with a
membership of 105, 90% of whom live in the country. Some
of these rural members, according to the former pastor,

live 15 to 20 miles away from town.

URBAN AND RURAL MELZERSHIP

of Loveland Churches*

" Rural
OI71] Urban

CHART IIIX

*lNote: This is the same as for the United States.
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In membership,

members. fThe Baptist and Congregationalists follow close-
ly with 500 each. Twelve other denominations get increase-
ingly smaller down to the Free llethodist which has a

membership of 25 only.

DENOKINATICN

l'ethodist

Baptist
Congregstional
United Presbyterian
Christian

FPirst Presbyterian
Roman Catholic
Evangelical TLutheran
Hope Reform
Enzlish Lutheran
Swedish Lutheran
St. Paul's Lutheran
Evangelicsl

Assembly of God

Seventh-day Adventist

Protestant Tpiscopal
Nazarene

Free lethodist

Note: The other church clerks did not report fully.

the lethodist church leads with 620

LTEMEERSHIP AVERAGE ATTEID-

620
500
500
360
275
230
200
150
150
120
105
100

94

50

45

35
30

25
3589

ARCE OF 1ELBERS

320

275

500

(50 non-res-180
ident)

100

184

200

146

30

108




20

One would gather from the 100% attendance of the
German Congregstional Church that the characteristic of
dependability and stability of this people is carried into
their church life. A member of this church informed the
writer, "If other church people would work as hard as we
do, their churches would be filled, too."*

Denominational families overlap only in two instances,
there being two Presbyterian churches, and four Lutheran
churches. The overlapping of the four Lutheran churches
furnishes severe competition, for as a minister's wife
of orie of these denominations said, "When ever one of our
members become offended, he just goes to another Lutheran
Church, "#

The 97 peoble with no church affiliation found by the
532 community questionnaires, answered the question, "Do
you wish to join some church at some future dateo" by
various answers. Fifteen families expressed & desire to
join & church at a future date. Some of their reasons
were, "Because ] believe in Christianity," "Because it is
God's will for us to assemble ourselves together in His
neme, " "It will help my children," and "I expect to derive
benefit from it." Others would not Cconsider joining any
church because, "I wasn't treated Tight," "Can be a good
Christian in my own home," and "No, because of hardships

by religious hypocrites." Those who had no use for the

*Community Questionnaire.
#onversation Apr., 2, 1934, at ¥nglish Lutheran parsonacge,




21

church explained that they had been wronged oy church

members. One experience in which a person has been unjust-

1y dealt with or 2t least imagines so predjuiced him againsit
the local church and even the entire denomination. This

seenms unfair but biased judgment is not easily changed.

CHURCH WEALTH

After visiting 211 of the churches, the writer was
impressed by the neatness and beauty of Loveland's church-
es. In every case the same neatness and order prevails
throughout the entire building. The ministers in coopera-
tion with the various church boards estimate the combined
valuetion of all the 19 churches for which information was
secured to ve $202,550. TFifteen reported parsonages
valued from 2,000, to $4,000. The Congregational Church
hes a beautiful and completely modern edifice which is
valued at §50,000. It is commodious and has a seating
capacity of 1,000. The United Presbyterian Church is
velued at $40,000, with a seating cepacity of 700. Three
of the other churches are valued at $20,000, each,while
the others are of comparatively small valuation. Ihe total
church membership for the city divided by the total church
valuation excluding parsonages and othe; holdings is
equivalent to §54.89 per individual. This seems remark-
able when one remembers that churches are built by the

free contrisutions of the individual members. The entire
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valuation of the school buildings in Loveland, by iLr. W.
R. Truscott, Superintendent of schools, is £250,000, this
being very little more than the valuation of the churches,
Some object by saying that many of the churches are deep-
ly in debt. It wes impossible to find the exact indebted-
ness of each local denomination but two denominations of
which the author has knowledge are in debt for their entire
property. Two others, one of the lasrge churches and one
of the small churches are completely out of debt for both
church and parsonage.

Wnat would happer if every person in Loveland should
decide to attend church next Sunday morning? In answering
this question there are comfortable seats for 5,560
persons. The total population for the city is 5,463,
However, 37% of the church membership or 1,221 individuals
who are rural members might also decide to attend. This
dilemna hes never yet occurred and the ministers are in-
clined to allay any fear that it may in the near future.
Even if this should happen extra seats could be provided.

The various churches are equipped with those things
necessary to carry on their various kinds of services.

The equipment as recorded by the church clerks of the re-
spective denominations is considerable.*

From many points of view the amount of money that the
churches spend is a more significant index of their fin-

ancial strength than is the value of the property ithey own.
*Appendix Table I.
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The yearly expenditure covers all the monies expended by
the local churches reported, and includes not only such
sums a8 the salaries paid to ministers, the cost of main-
tenance of church plants, the pasyments on debts, ovut
contributions for benevolences, for denominational sup-
port, and for all other purposes.

There were 12 denominations reporting pastors salar-
ies, It is to be regretted that information regarding the
large Congregational Church and the eight other smaller

churches could not be secured. The 12 reports are as

follows :
DENOLIINATION SALARY
Baptist $2100.
United Presbyterian 1800.
llethodist 1800.
First Presbyterian 1500.
Evangelical 1200.
Christian 1200.
English Iutheran 600.
Seventh-day Adventist - 600.
Evangelical Iutheran 580.
Assembly of God 385,
Nazarene 200,
Hope Reform . 90.
Total $12, 015,

The arithmetic everage would give $1001.25 to each
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of the 12 ministers, and the modal average $600.00. This
salary seems very meager considering the many duties which
devolve upon a minister and the prolonged training which
most of them have undergone.,. It is impossible for then
to maintain femilies at a minimum living standard on any
such salary. liowever, one ingenious young minister, is
using o system of barter. This enables him to get along
at present. The system that he uses is described as the
script system. DPaper money is printed in various denomin-
ctions from five cents to one dollar. His wife makes out
a list of groceries each week and gives it to one of the
three stewards. This steward goes to the different
members of the church and they check those things which
they can bring and in return are paid the retail price

in script. Then on the following Sunday the individual
member puts his script into the offering plate and the
church treasurer gives credit.

The local budget was reported by five churches. The
expenditures, exclusive of minister's salary, include
music, Jjanitor, fuel and light, water, insurance and re-
pairs. The Baptists paid $1,870.00, for these local needs,
and in this respect are in the lead.

When it comes to Home liissions the average amount
spent by 11 churches was $146.72, The largest amount for
any one denominction was given by the United Presbyterizan

Church, and the smsllest amount by the Baptists, the form-
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er giving $500.00 and the latter $5.00.

Foreign liissions were supported a little better. For
the 11 churches, there was an average contribution of
:270.54, Thus the average Loveland congregation gives
$123.82 more to support missionaries in converting the
heathen abroad than those at home. To compensate for the
small emount paid out to Home liissions the Baptists gave
$1,055.00 to Foreign liissions. Five dollars, the smallest

amount, was given by the Hope Reform Church,

Effect of Depression on Church Progress

In what way has the depression affected the church
activity of Loveland, or has it affected church activity?
Visibly, it has done very little, for all the 21 churches
hold services regularly, and but one just occasionally,
chiefly due to lack of funds. This is a small church,
(Church of Zod). THowever, answers to the following
question throw considerable light upon the situation.
"How has the present econonic depression affected your
church?" The following are typical answers:

First Presbyterian-"It has compelled us to reduce
salaries avout 25%Y

Baptist-"Cut down budget quite a bit.*

Protestant Episcopel-"No, not at all."

Assembly of God-"Very materislly, but bvelieve that

the depression is directly responsible for causing a
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numerical gain."

United Presbyterian-"Financielly. Our Hission
budget cut from $1,800. per year to 3800. Our salary for
pastor from £$2,700. to $1,800. All bills paid to date.”

Seventh-day Adventist-"Reduced financial resources
and mission offerings. Fmphasized worth of gospel teach-
ing."

English Lutheran-"Reduced salary one-third."

Nazarene-"Have been unable to pay our budgets in full!

Evangelical TLutheran-"Only financialiy."

Evangelical-"Yes, quite seriously, since so many of
our people are farmers. The past five years they have
hardly made expenses."

Swedish Lutheran-"Because of & large debt to pay with
its interest, we could not pay any pastor's salary for the
past two years. Therefore, the pastor resigned and s
student from Boulder preaches here once a Sunday."

Christian-"The depression has slowed down our church
progress, "

llethodist-"Discouragment is evident. An unwilling-
ness to go ahead. ILack of spirit. 1luch less financisal
help."

Hope Reform-"Caused church attendance to be noor.
Caused some to be very poor in meeting their financial
obligations to the church."

These answers are sufficient to show that the depres-
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sion has made it difficult for the churches of Loveland

to operate. Such expressions as the following were

common: “"Before I join some church, 1 will have to have

more money first," “Have no money with which to »ay," and

still others "Haven't been attending church since I lost
my Jjob, can't give anything and I don't like to go when

I cannot give."
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THE CHURCH AS A SOCIALIZIIG

FACYOR Iii THE COMIIUHITY

Little liary Ann, aged four, recites her first recita-
tion before a house full of people. It is her firsi ap-
pearance in public, and her facial expression exhibits
surprise as she turns to face the audience, Her tiny
plece was as follows :

"I know why always we have eggs,
At happy Easter tide;
Things seem t0 come to life agsain,
And eggs have life inside."
The Easter program had a profound effect upon liary Ann.
She talked about her recitation, Xaster bunnies, and the
other children a great deal of the time.

As in the case of liiddletown, "Religion permeates the
home at many points: Marriage, birth, and death are usual-d
ly accompanied or followed by religious rites, the eating
of food is frequently preceeded by its brief verbal bless-
ing, most children are taught to say prayers before retir-
ing at night, and a bible is found in nearl- every home.,"*

Many of the Congregational people are rural. Thus on
Sunday they bring their dinner and stay all day. This
common experience with other neighbors gives them a need-

ful contact. They talk over the happenings of the past

*Lynd, R. S., Middletown, p. 203.
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week with neignbors and are both more symvathetic and
neighborly because of it.

Most of the churches swnonsor turougn their Sunday
school or young people's societies varicus social functions
for the young people. One such social may vbe briefly de-
scribed: The young people played several indoor ganmes,
such as, "Bird, Beast, and Fish." The leader would point
at one in the group, and say Bird, Beast, or Fish whiche-
ever he desired and the individual would rise and name one
before the 1eaqer counted to ten. If he failed, he be-
came the leader. A second gamne was, "The Barn Yard Con-
cert." All are instructed to keen silent except the one
who has never played, and he is instructed to bray like
a mule. He believes that all the others are %to take part,
and when the signal is given he brays vociferously. This
causes an uproar of laughter. After a very vleasant even-
ing refreshments are served, various plans considered to
advance some church activity, short prayer offered and all
go home feeling that they have had a good time.

Each church clerk was asked to give the class and
per cent in which their members are divided. For conveni-
ence four classes were given,. b isiness group, retired
group, working class and professional group. The results
indicated, as one might expect, were thaat the largest

per cent are working people.
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Denominational liembership in Class Groups

Denomination Working 3usiness Retired Professional
Cless Group Groun Class

F.Presbyterian 80% 10% 10%

Baptist 80 14% 4% 2%

P. Episcopal 50% 25% 25%

Assembly of God 98% 2%

U.Presbyterian 50% 20% % 25%

S. D.Adventist 60% 13% 11% 16%

Eng. Lutheran 96% 2% 2%

Congregational 20% 10%

R. Catholic 90% 10%

St. P.Lutheran 100%

Free lethodist 92% 4% 4%

Nazarene 965 4%

. Lutheran 75% 5% 20%

Evangelical 95% 5%

Swed. Lutheran  90% 104

Christian 90% 10%

Methodist 70% 10% 10% 10%

Hope Reform _95% _2% 3% L

Total Average 80. 39% 9% 5,5% 5.11%
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THE LINISTERS OF LOVELAND

The ministers of Loveland are for the most part cap-
able men, The Roman Catholic Priest has swent 20 years as
pastor of that local congregation. He has a good person-
ality, is quite intelligent, and seems to be very well
liked by his people. Rev., G. J. Schmidt of the Congrega-
tional Church, Dr. Clyde lahaffey of the United Presbdyter-
ian Churcn and Rev. Albert Tuck of the llethodist Church,
are each prominent men in their denominational State
conferences.

Denominations Represented

Minister Denomination
Clinton Reed First Presbyterian
Lawrence Griffith Baptist
Douglas Northrop Protestant Episcopal
W. F. lforton Assembly of God
Dr. Clyde llahaffey United Presbyterian
¥F. A, Page Seventh-day Adventist
M., F. Amelung English Lutheran
G. J. Schmidt Congregational
George Ducharine Roman Catholic
J. Johnson St. Paul's Lutheran
A. B, Lathrop Free liethodist

Harold Reed Nazarene
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Allen Rhen (Died Jan. 1934) United Brethren

P. B. Fritsche Evangelical Lutheran
L. Grauverger Lvangelical

Harold Larimer Swedish Lutheran
Ralph Underwood Christian

Albert Tuck ilethodist

J. A. Hochstatter Hope Reform

The training of ministers is a matter of ever-
increasing concern to churchmen and laymen alike, never-
theless there nas been little reliable informetion on tue
subject. The 1920 Census of Religious Rodies obtained
important facts about minister$ training. The Government
did not publish these findings, bdbut they were analyzed
and published by Luther Fry. He analyzZed the census
tabulations of 21 denominations which had 74% of the en-
tires number of churches in the United States. TFrom these
figures ne found the provortion of college and seminary
graduates, not only for the country as a whole but dif-
ferent geographical divisions and for different denomina-
tions. The ministers which he chose for the study were
those of the 17 white Protestant, Roman Catholic, and
three llegro denominations. Approximately 11,750 Roman
Catholic Priests, 71,500 clergymen of 17 white Protestant
denominations, and 21,600 wministers of the largest three
colored bodies were used to compute his averages. Analy-

sis of the Census data shows that nearly three out of
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every eight ministers in the 17 white denominations and
more than three out of four of those in the three iegro
bodies do not claim to be graduates of either college or
seminary. And even these figures are conservative, ve-
cause the Government, throughout its tabulating process,
was inclined to place a liberal interpretation on the
answers received.* "Certain it is that the ratio of three

ut of eight underestimates the proportion of white
Protestant ministers that were not graduates of either
college or seminary. .This can be demonstrated by compute
ing separate totals for the ministers of the 17 white
Protestant bodies. Such figures show that out of approxi-
mately 71,500 ministers in the group almost 29,500 did not
claim to be either college or seminary graduates. In
other words, 41% did not allege that they were graduates
of either type of institution, while only 337% stated that
they were graduates of both college and seminary.

The Roman Catholic Church has a far lower proportion,
and the three liegro denominations a far higher proportion,
of untrained men than have the 17 wnite Protestant bodies.
Instead of 41% falling into the groun of non-greduates,
only 6.6% of the Roman Catholic priests were so classified|
On the other hand, 68% of the priests claimed to be
graduates of both college and seminary, compared with less

than half this proportion for the white Protestant pastors@

*Fry, C. Luther, The U. S. Looks At Its Cuhurches, pp.62-63
#1vid, o. 64.
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Twenty ministers of Loveland reported their academic
training. 8Six had neither zgraduated from college or sem-
inary, or 30%. However, each had attended a Bible Institute
Fifteen ver cent were college graduates, and each was con-
tinuing training. The writer expects to receive his
master's degree in June. A second will receive a seninary
degree in June, and a third is taking a corresypondence
course., Fifty five per cent are college and seminary
graduates. From this survey the ministers of Loveland

appear to rank rataer high in academic attaimment,

KMINISTERS FOR THE HILISTERS FOR
UNITED STATES LOVELAID

[ College and Seminary Grad -
uates.

IIIITI] Not College and Seminary
Graduates,

CHART IV
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One minister who has not graduated from college or
seminary has had some college work at Boston University
and is a man of culture. He has had five years of Latin
and four years of Greek and when an opoportunity oifered
itaelf for missionary work among the liohammedans, ne
sailed for ‘orocco and gave himself to intensive study of
Aravic, and after three years was engaged for eight years
in translating the scriotures into the colloquial Arabic.
He was chairman of a translation board whose work was,
and is still published, by thne British and Foreign 3ible
Society.

To the guestion, "How are you continuing training?"
the answers are interesting and luminating. They are as
follows: "By reading denominational literature, a min-
isterial reading course and other current literature on
religion," "By home study," and "Correspondence study."

One answers by a scripture quotation from acts 6 :4-
"But we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to
the ministry of the word," "By reading the latest books on
various subjects, Attend assembly once & year. Attend

all State conferences and conventions," and "Correspond-

ence courses thru our national llethodist Board of Educa-

4

tion. "
Still another answers, "I am studyinz Latin, Greek,
and Hebrew." It is interesting to note that the congrega-

tion to whom this man preaches is largely illiterate,
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according to his statement. ZPwo other answers given are:
"3y private study of ancient languages, and taking special
courses pretaining to the ministry and public speaking,”
and "Attending evening classes such as a class in sales-

manshin and auto mechanics."

Community Interests in Which ifinisters are Active

To the guestion, "In what coamunity interests are you
activep" the answers expressed two extreme attitudes, that
of 1little or no interest in the activities outside of his
own parish, =znd the other a more cosmonolitan outlook,
These are the answers: "In those that come in connection
with church work and the liinisterial Alliance,'" and an-
other states, "I find very little time, in fact no time
veside waiting on the ministery, the sick and the needy."

Qthers answer that they are active in various
organizations such as: ‘"Chamber of Commerce," "Welfare
work," "Rotary Club," "Lions Cluo and l:asonic ILodge."

Some take in still s broader scope: "Interested and offer
services to any progran for coanunity betterment," "In all
except politics," and another, "Developing young peoples
music ability." Also, "Educational Activities," was men-
tioned by one minister.

The problem of social relief was fairly well worked
out by a cooperative system among tne churches bvefore

federal relief became so prominent. The writer agrees
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with Lir. F. A. Pollock that the church should be encour-
aged to do nmore welfare work and leave the material aid to
the relief agencies, and that the churches place is in
family Trehabilitation, which can only oe accomplished Dby
giving the family that social contact which the church
alone can give. T reatment like this gives the individual
a brighter outlook upon life, and helps to hold up his
morale and in the main to make him a ovetter citizen. =e
does not agree that the condition in Loveland is as des-
cribed in Fort Collins. "The church and social work are
far from being adjusted to each other. This situation
grows out of the fact that the ministers and laymen of

our churches do not understand completely the social work-
er and his program. As a result, the staff of the social
bureau frequently finds it difficult to get the correct
cooperation from the church. Perhaps the church as well
as the public has yet to realize the folly of attempting
to cure a situation by dealing solely with end results....|
ilany people are surprised to learn that the church is
thought of by the average relief agency as a hindrance 1o
the agency's progress. This is due to the fact that the
church is unusual that gives relief in a scientific manner)|
ceseessess The church is failing to face the responsivil=
ity of making the social contact that should be made for
these individuals. How many of our ministers go out and

invite the ‘'down and outer' to come to church? How many
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of our church people would welcome him?"#*

In Loveland, Rev. L. F. Amelung, president of the
iinisterial Alliance, has charge of aduinistering Federal
Relief and is a very cavable man in this capacity accord-
ing to iliss Mary lic Leod, relief administrator, of Larimer
County . His church and most of the other churches are
welcomeing all people into their churches. For instance
the writer visited a boy's Sunday school class, and was
surprised to find all the bvoys dressed in their week day
school clotnes, and every one right at home. The boys

were neat and clean but the clothes were inexpensive,

Pastoral Program

FEach of the ministers in the larger lLoveland churches
feels the constant strain of his scattered and sometimes
irrelevant activities at a time when church and Sunday
activities are meeting increasing competition from outside
secular interests. Xach minister is generally expected to
deliver two speeches each Sunday and one at the midweek
prayer meeting. All are hard pressed for time and their
reading is done late at night or at other odd times. One
of the leading ministers preaches 125 sermons per year.
fach sermon is about 26 minutes in lengtn. In addition,
he makes about 800 pastoral and social calls. His church

holds special services throughout the year by preaching

*Pollock, F. A., Thesis, "Poor Relief and Welfare Work in
Fort Collins, Colorado,
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and teaching. He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce,
also of the Rotary Club asnd is expected to make addresses
at a number of their dinners. He had in 1933 about 15
funerals, 15 baptisms and four marriages which furnished
additional responsibvbilities. Also, there are three miss-
ionary societies, young peonle's department and a Sunday
School department that need his oversight. .

The sermons preached by ILoveland ministers, unlike
those recorded by Charles Kingsley which had poor grame-
matical construction, and nothing very definite in out-
line and plan, are organized and definitely planned.*

The two questions: "How many sermons 4o you preach an-
nually?", and "What is the average length of your sermons?'

were answered in the following way:

Denomination umber Sermons Average Length
Annually of Sermon
First Presbyterian 190 30 minutes
Baptist 170 30 "
Protestant Tpiscopal 70 15 n
Assembly of God 175 40 "
United Presbyterian 125 25 "
Seventh-day Adventist 100 40 "
Fnglish Lutheran 70 25 L
Congregational 150 30 n
Roman Catholic 50 30 "

*Kingsley, Charles, Village Sermons.
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St. Paul's Lutheran 80 30 "
Free lMethodist 104 35 "
Nazarene 110 30 "
Evangelical Lutheran 90 30 "
Evangelical 110 295 "
Swedish Lutheran 110 35 "
lethodist 100 30 #
Christian 100 23 "
Hope Reform 75 35 "

The average number of sermons preached oy these 18
ministers per year is 107, and the average length of their
sermons is 30 minutes. Fourteen said that their sermoans
were planned and related. In addition some of the sermons
are frequently preached in a series on certain subjects.
For instance one gave the following series of tooics:
"God, the Everlasting, " "God, the Creator," "God, the
Love," and "Christ, the Saviour of the World," ®"Christ,
the Friend of Sinners," "The Glory of the Cross of Jesus."
Two did not answer but the other two explained that their
sermons were carefully planned but not related.

In connection with the pastoral program, the question
presented itself just how much social contact do these
ministers have with their people and the people of the
town. Therefore, the question, "How many pastoral calls

do you make, and what is the nature?" The first minister

answered, "From 500 to 700. Each of these calls is spirit
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ual; I always read the scriptures and pray." Other an-
swers were: "Six hundred calls, on new folks, on sick
and in trouble. Try to visit ever family once a year;"
"I make about 60, and one third are sick calls;" "About
500, the nature varies according to the need, but always
of a spiritual nature;" "About 800, pastoral and social;"
"When active about 800, now about 200. I visit the sick,
plead with bvacksliders, help the young and study bible
with interested;" "Three hundred, including sick calls,
social visits and prayer services;" "Two hundred and
fifty, visit concerning the church affairs, social, and
have prayer and bible reading with the sick;" "Usually
about 700, sick, friendly, several sorts of service calls,
religious ;" and another answered: "Three hundred calls,
mostly rural, they are Id minutes to one hour in length,
Try to be of gpiritual help and encouragement."”

While it is evident that most all of the vpastoral
calls are of a religious nature, yet the social element
enters and seems significant. The arithmetic average
of the 15 reporting the number of calls is 382 or a total
of 5,735, Thus, it is obvious that the 81.8% of Loveland
people who are church members are visited at least once
a year by the respective ministers. However, a few who
had been neglected reacted unfavorably when not called
upon.

The first week in January, an assistant counted 120
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automobiles around the Congregational Church at a funeral.
Most of the Congregational people are Zerman and their
community life and affection is exhivited in their funeral
attendance, lr. W. A. Terpenning fully describes the
native custom of Germany in this respect. "The woman
whose funeral was being held was the wife ¢f a farmer with
no unusual claims on neighborhood recognition, However,
she had lived all her life in the village, as had her
ancestors for many generations before her,; she had played
her part in neighborhood affairs, and now the neighbor-
hood was to show its concern as tenderly, reverenily, and
properly, as if she had been a national celebrity. 4is

was the custom, her neighbors on the right and left nad
dug her grave in the village churchyard, would carry her
body from the home to the church on their shoulders, and
would perform all the services of sextons and pall bear-
ers. This service, the unvoaid perpetual care of the
grave, the monuments with their permanent inscriptiouns,

aé well as the fresh flowers kept on all graves, pro-
claim a neighborliness that is more lasting than life.
Upon our arrival, the relatives were already gathered in
the Hof or courtyard in front of the door of the dwelling,
from which we éould hear the wails of the seven children.
The minister and undertaker, the pallbearers, the leader
of the choir of children, and all the men of the village

were dressed uniformly in top hats and black clothes, and
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finally the women neighbors, also formally dressed, came
marching in perfect order, taking their places for the
short service at the house. Practically all the men,
women, and children carried flowers, usually wreaths, and,
in contrast to American mourners, seemed to understand
exactly what was expected of them., The children sang,;
the minister prayed; the pallbearers lifted the casket to
their shoulders, and all marched to the grave, where
another service, including a sermon, took place. The
funeral of a German villager is é neighborhood, not just
a family, affair."* Rev. G. J. Schmidt, of the Congrega-
tional Church claims that many of the funerals conducted
by him are often attended by 1,000 people.

Other special services were given under the question,
"Do you hold special services throughout the year, and
what is the nature?" These are the answers: "Yes, Lenten@
Yes, memorial, rally, evangelistic, and social;" "I do
not care for so called 'revival!' services, I think ed-
ucational results more permanent;" "Yes, evangelistic
with the desire to revive the Christians themselves and
win others to the fold of Christ;" "Yes, Lenten and Ad-
vent seasons, and other special occasions;" "Yes, missions,
forty hours Devotions;" "District 3ible studies part of
the time;" "Yes, preaching and teaching," and Yes, all

church program once a month. Special evangelistic ser-

*Terpenning, Walter, A,, Village ond Open Country Neigh-
borhoods, pp. 206, 207.
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vices once or twice a year, I‘other's Day, liemorial Day,
Armistice Day, special services for young people."

From the church notes all of the ministers follow
rother closely special services on special days, such as,
Tabor Day, Armistice Day, Christmas, 'ew Years, Easter,
S‘'emorial ard ilother's Day.

The "revival meeting" type of service is still pro-
minent in Loveland's specisl religious campaigns. In
March 1934, the Baptist people conducted a revivsl meeti-
ing. The church was filled to cepacity, while the eveangel-
ist preached. At the close of one service five went to
the prayer room for religious advice. After this & beau-
tiful baptismal ceremony took place. Twelve went into
the baptistry, while the lights were turned out with the
exception of a large electric cross. The entire ceremony
was marked with reverence, dignity, and was conducive to
religious worship. Some of the smaller churches are quite
emotional when engaged in a revival. 7The emotionsl tide
of one revivel holds them over until there is another.

The revivel acts as an artificial stimulant.

Appropriate symbols which are intellectuslly sound
are the need of the day. "Those who teasch truth in its
niere abstractness cesn never take much hold of the general
mind, and success awsits a teaching which is intellectuel-
ly sound (that is, consistent with the clearer thougzght

of the day), and at the same time able, by a wealth of
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fit symbols, to make itself at home in sll sorts of plain
minds. 2nd it is just this that is apt to be destructive-
ly wanting in a time of intellectusl and social change.
Why is it that the symbol encroaches and persists beyond
its function? ZEvidently Jjust bvecause it is external,
capable of imitetion and repetition without fresh thought
and life, so that z2ll that is inert and mechanical clings
to it. All dull and sensual moepds:i iy any person, see the
form and not the substance. The spirit, the idea, the
sentiment, is plainly enough the rezlity when one is

awake to see it, but how easily we lose our hold upon it
and come to think that the real is the tangible. The
symbol is alweys at command: we can alwsys attend church,
go to mass, recite prayers, contribute money, and the like,
but kindness, hope, reverence, humility, cocurage, have no
string attached to them; they come and go as the spirit
moves ; there is no insurance on them. Just as in the
schools we teach facts and formulas rather than meanings,
because the former can be received by all and readily
tested, so religion becomes external in seeking to become
universal."* Tighteen ministers of Loveland reported that
they had baptised 244 individuals =nd married 90 couples,

in 1933, #

*Cooley, Charles Horton, Scocial Orgesnization, A Study of
the Larger Lind, pp. 376, 377.
#Appendix, Table II.
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The lMinisters Religious Attitudes and Beliefs

The result of a questionnaire sent out by Prof. George
H. Betts, hesd of the grsduste resezrch in the school of
education at Northwestern University, and published in the
Literary Digest:1934, caused a grest deal of comment and
criticism on the part of the Loveland ministers. They
lemented the tide of rationalism and higher thought. Are
the ministers of Loveland conservative or liberal in their
beliefs? They are ultra-conservative according to the
evidence from the minister's questionnasire. Three questions
were asked, "Do you believe in the inspiretion of the
Bible?", "Do you believe in the deity of Christ?®, and
"Do you believe in the literalness of the miracles of the
Bible?" The last guestion was qualified by a sample

miracle, "Did Christ literally turn the water into wine?"

EINISTERS OF INSPIRATION DEITY OF LITERALINESS OF

DENOMINATION 0¥ BIBLE CHRIST BIRLE MIRACLES
Presbyterian Yes Yes Yes
Baptist Yes Yes Yes

P. Episcopal Yes Yes Up to a point
Assembly of God Yes Yes Yes

U. Presbyterian Yes Yes Yes
Seventh-day Adv, Yes Yes Yes
English Lutheran Yes Yes Yes

Congregetional Blank Yes Blank
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Roman Catholic Yes Yes Blank
St. P. Lutheran Yes Yes Yes
Free liethodist Yes Yes Yes
Nazarene Yes Yes Yes
E. Lutherean Yes Yes Yes
Evangelicel Yes Yes Yes
Swedish lLutheran Yes Yes Yes
Methodist Yes Yes No
Christian Yes Yes Yes
Hope Reform Yes Yes Yes

The replies to this questionnaire are in great con-
trast to those published by Professor G, H. Betts in the
Literary Digest. "Hell holds no terror and heaven no
hope for a number of Chicago ministers. Some of these
midwestern preachers of the Gospel deny the Virgin 3Birth
and the Resurrection. They do velieve in God and that
evolution is the method of creation. On one point the
Chicago ministers are slmost unanimous. That is that
'People who belong to our church are no better Christians
than those who belong to another.'............. Forty-
four per cent of the Congregstionalists, 45% of the
Episcopslians, 70: of the liethodists, 59% of the Presby-
terians and 24% of the Baptists declared they do not
believe in the devil. As to a burning hell, 96% of the
Fpiscopalians said they do not believe in it, and this

was practically matched by the Congregationalists. The
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Baptists vote was nearly 55, while Presbyterians voted
85 to 15 and fethodists 92 to eight against belief in fire
and brimstone,.

The ILutherans said they were certain of the exist-
ence of heaven. But 44% of the Congregationalists said
they did not believe in its existence. In this they were
joined by 26% of the Episcopalians, 35% of the ilethodists,
28 of the Presoyterians and 22% of the Baptistis.

Concerning the authenticity of the Bible, Episcopal-
ians, by a ratio of 96 to four, denied that 'every thing
thhe Bible tells about rezlly happened just the way it is
told.' Eighty per cent of the Lutherans, 63% of the
Baptists, 20% of the Presbyterians and nine per cent of
the Congregetionslists are convinced of the Bible's
accuracy. "=

To those who esk whither Protestantism is drifting,
the two questionnaires give contraesting replies.

Ilost of the ministers interviewed were content to bve-
lieve as they thought best and allow the other person the
same privilege., For instance, one of the leading ministers
who himself is conservative, seid, "I don't care what the
other fellow believes as long as he has the Christian
spirit."” A fellow minister, however, is antagonistic
and this is his remark concerning the deity of Christ,

"If there should be a minister in this town who does not

*Betts, George H., "The Waning Belief in Heaven and Hell.,"
Literary Digest IX (Vol. 117) Mar. 3, 1934.
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believe in the deity of Christ, he surely does not belong
in the ministry for he would be a wolf in sheeps clothing,

misleading the people."
Subsidiary Organizstions Within the Church

. The subsidary organizations of the churches were
women's organizations, young people's activities, the
Sunday school, 2nd the prayer service. The various
wonmen's organizations in the churches are: "Ladies' Aid
(0lder Croup), Golden Circle (Younger Group), Ladie's
"issionary Society, Westminster Guild (Girls :’ission study
élass)." nadies Kensington, Women's _‘ission Circle, end
the Dorces Class." "Women's Auxillary." *®Sunshine Circle
(a junior missionary group)." "Study Club." ‘"Loysal
Women, and Young llothers Club." Severel of these differ-
ent societies are duplicated. ZEspecially is this so con-
cerning the Ladies' Aid and Vomen's !fissionery Socilety.
There were 12 each.

To the question, "In what social activities does your
church engage?", the following answers were given:

"A monthly conference of Sunday School workers at
which time supper is served. Teas and other gatherings
of the various women's organizations end men's Fellowship
dinners." |
"Our women are doing relief worl) constantly, not only

for our own people but for others. We do WVhite Cross work,
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send supplies to our mission field and help to promote
good will in the community."

"Socials by Classes of Sunday School znd young
people's societies."

"An annusl picnic. About once a month z young people's
social entertainment, and about once & month an inspira-
tiohal lecture or musical program,"

"Young people gather at the parsonage about once a
month for the evening, games and refreshments. W, II. 8.
meet about once 2 month to sew and have refreshments."

"Monthly business and social meetings for various
organizations. "

"Recreationsl parties, socials for all age groups."

All the answers indicate that the social activities
of the different churches are wholesome, philanthropic,

and recrestional.

The Ministerial Association -~ Cooperation

Loveland's ministers in general, are cooperative as
far as possible under the present circumstances. Twelve
of them are connected with the ministerial allisance,
Several of those who are not members are students in
schocl and therefore cannot attend. Others have special
church work which keeps them away. This is so with the
Congregational minister who generally has a funeral lionday
morning, and that is the day when the ministerial associa-

tion meets, (The first L'onday of every month.) Others
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do not cere to cooperate for individusl ressons. Three
or four felt that if they attended it would be necessary
for them to present their views on dogmatic subjects, and
they also felt if this was done that tney would no%t be
well thought of. And not wishing to compromise, they
remain away.

The monthly meetings consist of devotional exercises,;
(Bible reading, prayer, snd an occasional devotional talk
of a minute or two), reading of minutes of the previous
meeting; passing of resolutions, words of sympathy,
thenks, apnrovel, or endorsements of business trensactions
listening to talks by members of the association, local
citizens, or outside speakers; and discussing questions
of general interest to the members. Of late the probvlem
of liquor repesl haes held parsmount interest. Little did
the people of the town know how largely was the minister-
iel e2lliance responsivle for all of the slot machines of
Lovelend teking their departure,

In the summer time, church attendance is so poor for
the evening service that the ministeriasl slliance, which
is wholly composed of protestant ministers, holds com=-
bined services at the High School Athletic Field. These
gservices are fairly well ettended, the offering taken
is held by the treasurer of the allisnce. At these
services ezch minister participates, =nd takes his turn

et preaching.
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Other comovined services ore held in the winter months
when all cen participate. 4An exsmple of this wss a com-
bined prayer service at the United Presvyterien Church.
Two lay members spoke. 1'r. A, spoke on the subject, "What
the church meens to me," and iirs. 3. from another denomin-
ation on the subject of llissions. Denominationzlism was
in little evidence throughout the entire service, It was
impossible to tell & Baptist from a Presbyterian or a
.-ethodist from a Lutheran. 1Ilany of the lay membvers took
part as well £s8 all the ministers of the winisterial
association.

In concluding this part concerning the ministers, it
geened well to present the criticisms and suggestions that
were mede soout the religious situation in Loveland. These
are the comments which the ministers made: "I believe
that zbout four churches in town would be a good thing.
Less compromice is desirable;" ‘"Need real Christian
unity;" "They are ignorant of essentials - fairly indif-
ferent to claims of rezl Christiznity. TFar too many helf
blind leaders of the blind. I am suve thet there are many
who are more interested in dances than in character devele-
opment. Spirituelity is at a low ebb but compares favor-
ably with some other places where I have lived;" *"The
people seem to have too much of the world in their hesrts
and to little of real Christianity;” "Personally, I feel

thet the religious situation in TLoveland is (generally
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speaking) at a low ebb., TFor the number of churches in the
city and the number of perscns not attending services, I
believe the proportion is much too large;" "The peorle

in Loveland are according to my estimation very careless
for they shift from one denomination to another;"* ‘"People
are too satisfied to say they belong to a church but do
not attends;" "I believe it is bvetter than the &average
village, out there needs to be more plain ovible presching,
i, e, Every man a sinner, the terrivle nature of sin, the
certeinty of the judgment, the love of God and the home

of the saved. lilany pulpits have openly teaught that God's
law has been done away. This attitude of preachers (some
of them) has been a major contributary cause of our crime
wave (national)}"** "There are too many churches thst zre
receiving aid from uission Boards =fter 25 years of exist-
ence. There is too much satisfaction with self. 7Too

many mon-supporters of the church who are identified sas
members;"# "I would suggest & grest city wide revival
effort non-sectarien;" "Too much profession and not
enough practice. To a great host of Loveland peocple re-
ligion means nothing more or less tnan Jjoining some church.
To me Christienity is life. \Vithout n living expression
our profession is meaningless;" ‘YProfessed Christians

are not spiritually minded and separated from tiie world;

*Note. This minister has one of the four ILutheran Churches.
**The minister of the Seventh-doy Adventist Church.
#The United Presbyterian minister.
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and do not meditate daoy and night in the word of God."
These criticisms indicste that the ninisters are not
exactly satisfied with the religious situation in Love-
land es it is at present. Just how it can be remedied or
bettered, they did not seem to have a very adequate sol-

ution.
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THE LOCAIL CHURCH PROGRAL FOR THE VWEEK

The first lionday night of each month, & large per
cent of the churches hold their monthly board meeting.
These meetings are mostly concerned with business trans-
actions pertaining to their respective churches., Reports
are read and accepted and future plans are set up.

The mid-week prayer service has proved increasingly
exasperating to many of the churches, so much so that some
have discontinued this mid-week service, and some others
might just as well do the same. The liethodist Church
with a membership of 620 has a prayer meeting with an
average attendance of 12. However, some of the smaller
churches report a 50% attendance, with the Free liethodist
Church 95%.

Denomination Per cent of lMembership
a2t Prayer Meeting

First Presbyterian 15%
Baptist 30%
Protestant Episcopal 00%
Assembly of God 50%
United Presbyterian 10%
Seventh-day Adventist 25%
English Lutheran 00%

Free lethodist 95%
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Nazarene 50%
Evangelicsal 30%
Swedish Lutheran 00%
Hope Reform v 00%

From these figures it is evident that the mid-week
prayer service is having & difficult time to maintain it-
self even in the conservative little town of Loveland.

No other week day service is scheduled for every
week. However, there are fellowship suppers, Sunday
School parties, Ladies' Aid and llissionary societies held
from time to time.

Early Sunday morning, the church bell rings forth its
message proclaiming the Sunday school hour. It is clear
and seems to carry a tone of authority as its vibrations
echo throughout the entire town. I¥rom nearly every house
in the city, its call is answered by children, young peoplej
business men, working men, professional men, nicely dress-
ed ladies and the aged. Where are they going? They are
going to worship in one or the other of 21 churches.

It would be impossible, in so brief a report, to des-
cribe the Sunday service, for each of the denominstions.
Sc the discussion of the morning.service has teen narrowed
down to that of the liethodist Church, which is the largest
and the Nazarene which is one of the smaller churches,

Information for the lethodist Church was obtained from
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o member of this denomination. The Sunday recorded was the
Sunday preceding Easter. The Sunday school opened by sing-
ing, "Bring them In." This song brought a nearty response
from the children. learly 275 children with 90 adults
sang enthusisstically. There is in this song a spirit of
evangelism, A spirit that is interested in those who are
outside the Christian fold. "Go find my sheep where'er
they be."* The spirit of worshipful dependence is ex-
hibited throughout the song. Christ is the great Shep-
herd who has o fold for the sheep, which have gone astiray.

It is impossible to measure exactly how nuch of this
sentiment and thought is imbibed by the children and
adults. Undoubtedly the most of what is received by the
individual is gained unconsciously rather than consciously.
The child sings with zest and all the while is watching
the grimeces of another child, ILikewise the adult is
more intent on business activities, and other interests
of the moment than upon the thought of the song.

After this another song was sung, "Wonderful WVords of
Life." This song too is filled with religious worship.
Following, prayer was offered by the minister. His prayer
was especially for the children. Succeeding this, there
were some announcements by the Superintendent. First,
he wanted sll the children that could to bring eggs, for

they needed three cases for Easter eggs to be sent to

*Glorious Gospel Hymmal, p. 552.
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Bethel Hospital.* Second, those who desired to do so,
could bring Easter lilies to the church in honor of absent
loved ones. In addition to these announcements the minist-
er added; Tuesday and Wednesdsy there would be services at
the United Presbyterian Church and Rev. Albert Tuck would
preach. These services were to celebrate Pre-Easter Sun-
day. Then there would be a2 communion service held ¥ri-
cey night st the llethodist church.

A special talk, by a local dusiness man, was address=-
ed to the children concerning "Decision Day." Several
of the children indicated a specizl interest and expressed
a desire to become Christians. Another song, "Saviour
Like a Shepherd Lead Us," was sung by the congregation.

At this point the service in the auditorium oroke up
and each one went to his respective class, for each class
is suited to the need of age and grade groups. In the
Sunday school, there are 32 officers and teachers. Due
to the large number of pupils in Sunday school, there
are two classes for each grade. Each teacher takes
charge of his or her class for about 32 minutes of reli=-
gious instruction. Sometimes even part of this is taken
up with plans for the week and always some time is taken
with Sunday school records and offering. The matter of
behaviour is a more or less serious affair with the Junior

boys for there is no way to compel order and attention.

*Note-llethodist hospital at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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However, this problem is largely solved by getting someone
with life, resourcefulness, esnd a good personality.

The 30 minutes is socn spent and all the classes
again assemble in the main auditorium for the closing ex-
ercises. After these exercises many of the children leave
and go home.

The second part of the service now opens as the con-
gregotion sings, "Crown Him with Llany Crowns." At the clos
of this song fhere was a responsive reading (the minister
reading one verse and the sudience the succeeding verse)
closing with the Apostle’s Creed. All stand to tueir feet
while the minister prays. The people are silent during
this exercise, but they join in at the close repeating the
"Lord's Prayer" in unison. This prayer, presents a group
wholeness, or the "we" consciousnessg. This unity is well
expressed by Professor Charles Cooley. "Perhaps the simpl-
est way of describing this wholeness is by saying that it
is a "we",; it involves the sort of sympathy and mutual
identification for which 'we' is the natural eXpression.
One lives in the feeling of the whole and finds the chief
aims of his will in that feeling."* An anthem by the
choir was thne next thing on the program. Then came a
scripture lesson, which was found in the first chapter of
First Peter. Then after the announcements which were the

same as during the Sunday school hour, the morning offer-

*Cooley, Charles Horton, Social Organization, p. 23.

W
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ing was taken by the four ushers while the pianoist played
softly. Just before the sermon, which was an exposition
on the scripture lesson, a solo was sung by one of the
ladies of the local church. When the minister had finished
his sermon the congregation sang, "Beneath the Cross of
Jesus." The audience stood while they sang, and remained
standing while the minister pronounced the benediction.
Then, as the people left the church, the pianoist kept
playing until the people were all gone.,#

The Nazarene Sunday school, and several other church
schools, open at 9:45 A, lI, instead of 9:30 A. Ii. as in
the case of the Methodist Sunday school. At 9:30 A, M,
there are approximately 35 children and 20 adults assenbl-
ed for the service. lMuch the same procedure is gone
through as in the larger school.

The question might be asked, "Just what would one
hear the pastor preach about on a representative Sunday
morning?" Some questions similar to this was responsivle
for the statement in the guestionnaire for ministers,
"Give 10 samples of sermon subjects." Since tuege answers
were all different, though some of them overlap, the
author thought it would be interesting to note the various
sermon topics. These sermon topics may be classified

under four types; orthodox, unique, sensational, and

evangeliical.

#Conversation with Mr. J. Brown, S. S. Teacher. Apr. 2,'34.
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ORTHODOX
"Christ, the Saviour of the World"
"Christ, the Friend of Sinners"
"Immortality"
"God is Love"
"God, the Everlasting®
YGod, the Creator"
"The Sacrifice of God"
"The Atomement"
"Deity of Christ"
"Delivered and Translated"
"Justification by Faith"
"Steps to Salvation®
"Confession"®
"Repentance®
"Baptism, is it Necessary"
"One llediatoxr®

"jihe Three Crossegh

"The Bible, the Inspired Word of God"

UKIQUE

"The Uniqueness of Qur Lord Jesus Christ"

"Sin, its own Detective®
"God's Traffic Signals"
"Our Unpossessed Possessions"

"Break up the Fallow Ground"




66

"Prayer Changes Taings"

"yehemiah the Model Worker for God"
nFaithful Witnesses in Difficult Places”
¥"The Soul's Spring time"

"Channels of Power"

"The Shadow of the Cross"

"Every Day Religion"

#The Glory of the Church"

"The leans of Grace"

"What is Prayer"?

"Christ the Good Shepherd"

“Giving our Best to God"

"iaking Use of God's Gifts"
"Stewardship of Life"

“Christ in You"

"The Suprene Test"

"John's View of Christ"

"Our Burden Bearer"

SENSATIONAL
"Prisoners of Hope"
"Spiritual Insanity"
"Spiritual Suicide"
""hrough Hymns to Him"
"Denominationalism, or the Churches Greatest

"The World's Greatest Discovery"

Foe
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EVANGELICAL
"The Triumph of the Gospel"
"Who is on the Lord's Sidef
"Phe Healing Virtue of the Cross of Christ"
"The Danger of Drifting"
"God's Answer to the World's iieed"
"The Cost bf Re jection"
"ian's Need of a Refuge"
"Christ in the Home"
"eglected Vineyards"
"The Problem of Prayer"
"Nearness to God"
"he Cost of Discipleship"
"God's Abundant Things"
"Jesus the Only Saviour of All kankind"
"What Constitutes a True Christian®
"The Potter and the Clay"
"The God of Peace"

Fach minister, however, though he may differ from the
other ministers in regard to sermon itopics agrees that the
unevangelized should be won to the fold of Christianity.

For the winisters, Sunday is a full day. 1In addition
to the morning exercises, there are two in the evening,

& young people's service and a sermon or program.

The nature of these young people's meetings, such as




68

Epworth League (under the control of the young people,
and the supervision of the pastor) are described as
follows : "Topical Bible Study, Discussion, Worsuip;*
"We follow a course of study prepared by our denomination-
al leaders;" ‘'ilassj" "Bible study, missionary reports,
foreign mission experiences, church history and inspira-
tional current literature;*" "Devotional and educationalj®
"A leader appointed from among the young people has
charge. He selects a subject and questions and bibvle
verses are given individual members to elucidate."

In this connection, it is only natural for one to
be desirous to find out how many people attend these

programs., The results by denoninations are these:

DENOIINATION ATTEIIDANCE
First Presbyterian 30
Baptist ' 40
Assembly of God 40
United Presovyterian 00
Seventh-day Adventist 30
English Lutheran 20
Congregational 300
Roman Catholic 200
St. Paul's Lutheran 25
Free lethodist 15

Nazarene 25
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Evangelical Lutheran 20
Evangelical 25
Christian 16
llethodist _45

Total 891

These results give an average attendance, for the 15
churches, of 59.

The evening service is another great problem for the
local ministers. This is partially solved in the summer
by the union meetings. Other special programs act as a
drawing card but are ohly external stimulants for the time
being. Just what can be developed in the future to draw
the peopnle to churcn on Sunday evening is a problem need-

ing immediate solution.
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THE MOST POPULAR 10 CHURCH SONFGS
In answerine the recuest, "Give the ten most nooulesr
gongs used in your church", a wide variety of songs was
selected., Nineteen of these that were selected were listed
from two to seven times., "Rock of Ages", was the most pon-
ular of the ei¢hty=7ive songs chosen, being given Ly seven
different churches. In the order of their imnortance they

are given below:
SONG TINES LISTED

Rock of Ages 7
The Old Rugged Cross S
What A Friend 5
I Love to Tell the Story 4
Jesus Lover of My Soul 4
¥y Faith Looks Up to Thee 3
Nearer ¥y God to Thee c!
All Hail the Power 3

8N}

Just As I Am

52

Rescue the Perishing
® ok ok ok ok k%
The song, "Rocxt of Ares" which is so vrominent in
these seven churches and which is sung at times in most of
the others, seems to merit some svecial consideration. It

is an interesting coincidence that this hymn was written

Note, These are the ten most poonular church songs of
Loveland,
*Apnendix Table IIT.
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the same year in which the American Independence was de-
clared, 1778, It was written ty Auzustus Vontague Tovlady
who had been converted in an evangelistic meetinz in a barn

at the little villare of Codymain, Irelanc. Yr, Suith tell

us that, "There is no ocuestion <ut that this hymn ic one
of the noblest exnressions of evangelical faith and worship

to be found in 211 hymnology.
"The editores of The Suncay At Home, an Enczlish nuovlica-
tion, invited their readers to send lists of thne hundred
Enrlish hymns which stood nirhest in their esteem, Taree
thousand five hundred versons responded to the invitation,
"Roc : of Azes" was named first by 3,215 »neovle, thus show-
ing *that it was recarded ss the most vnopular hymn in Great

Britain, "*

*Smith, Robert Elmer, lodern lessages fror Great Hymns,
n, 196,
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THE FIELD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATICN

The response to the cuestion, "What does your caurch
do =zlonz the line of religious education?" was answerec by
th miniéters in the followins manner:

First Presbyterian: Satbath 8chool, Communicant
Classes, Daily Vacation Bible School, Yid-week Bible
Study.

Baptist: Traininz School once a2 year, Clazss in Teach-
er Traininz in orogress most of the time, Send our young
peovle to the Assembly where they pursue various courses,

Enisconal: Making Bible students =2nd churcamen is
the most important function that they become gool citizens,

Assemovly of God: Sundsy 3chool is all at nresent
time.

United Presbyterian: We have a Director of Religious

-y

Educ:tion who has the oversizht of Younz Peonle's Wor< and
the worz of the Sabbvath School.

Seventh-Day Adventist: Yakes a course of Bible les-
sons, graded, available to every grade school child, be-
sides the regular weekly Satbath school lessons,

English-Lutheran: Helps supvnort schools and collezes,

Congregational: Sunday School, Christian Endeavor and
Conrirmation wor':, A special trainin> perioc for voung

neople.

Free Y¥ethodist: Sunday School.
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Nazarene: Sunday School work is all that we have done
with the exception of Junior services on Sunday afternoons.

Evangelical Lutneran: Summer schools, week-o2y
-instructions, and Sunday school.

Evangelical: Our church svonsors religious education
among its children, young veonle and adults, We have a
local, state or Conference and General board of Relizious
Education which promotes the work of the Sunday School and
Youngz People's organizations,

Sweedish Lutheran: Sunday School, Luther League,
Brotherhood, Ladies Aid, Missionary Society, Confirmation
School, etc,

Methodist: Teacher Training throush correspondence
courses at one dollar eacn, Has a srall library for teach-
ers, Stresces religcious educ-tion as adequate method when
done by tnose who know what they aim to do,

Christian: Nothing in a unified way, btut much in an
incdividual conzregation manner, Bitle school, Christian
Endeavor, Christian Action orosrars, Conferences, etc,

Hope Reform: We nave regular Sunday School using
Zahn's Biblicsl History =nd the Heidelberger Cathec: sm,
Annually we ainm to haveva nastor's class vreparatory to
full membership.

These =nswers indicste that the relicious instruction
is left largely to the satbath school. The communicant

classes, daily vacation schools, 2nc epecial training for
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young people add to the religious training of the youth
of Loveland.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

Each of the 18 protestant churches and the Roman
Catholic church have a Sunday school. In addition, the
Christiar Science Church which did not report, announces
their Sunday school in the local newspaper.

liost Sunday schools are under the direct suvpervision
of Sunday school superintendents. In a few cases the pas-
tor was in charge of this office. The superintendents for
the most part had no special training. However, they had
some natural talent and enthusiasm, The writer wished to
find out their aims and objectives for their Sunday schools
He believed that this could best be done by the question,
"Wnat are five aims of your Sunday school?" The various
answers given to this gquestion are listed in the appendix.*

Nearly every Sunday school wished to increase its
membership, and to prepare the pupils to be active in the
churcn and in the community. This inspiration for better
living, inculcated by educated Christiesn churclmen, is a
lofty ideal and should be actively supported by every
citizen of Loveland,

EFachh superintendent is supported by a staff of Sunday

school teachers who impart religious instruction to the

*Appendix Table VI.
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pupils. The question naturally arises, "Are these teachers
gualified for their nosition since they receive no remuner-
ation?" Several writers- of late are dissatisfied with the
church's inefficiency in adapting itself to the city, for
as Carl D, Wells, a graduate student of Southern Californig
says,"In the machine age it is hard for the urbanite to
excuse inefficiency."*

And there seems to be inefficiency in the teaching
staff, in spite of the fact that many of the sunerintendent
believe that their teachers are gualified for their tasks.
In answering the question, "Do you regard your Sunday
School teachers efficient?" five out of twelve answering,
answered yes, two answered no, and the remaining answers
are qualified:

"Yes, as a whole. A teacher's training class would
be of great benefit to some, especially the younger teach-
ers,

"Many of them are very efficient. Some who are most
interested are not strong teachers, It is difficult to
get trained teachers."

"Nearly every one, "

"Average, "

"Some are and some are not.,"

This question was intended to get the subjective

*Wells, Carl D., "Adaoting the Church to the City."
Sociology and Social Research IV (Vol, 15) Mar,-Anr., 1931,

8
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attitude of the superintendents toward their co-workers in
regard to their gualifications for service, Undoubtedly,
some of the superintendents who considered their tezcners
inefficient would have slso regarded teachers of other
schools ungualified according to their standards, Due to
this subjectiveness in the vnreceeding cquestion another,
"What are their cualifications?" was asked. To this ques-
tion the answers indicate th=t each church had its own
standard of oualifications.*

In addition to the qualifications of tae teachers, the
ouestion was asxed concerning the amount of time s»ent by
the superintendents for their Sunday duties. The answers
varied from "Practically no timne at 2ll," up to four aosurs
and a half, Ten cave the numerical amount of time svent
and the arithmetic mean was one hour and fifteen minutes,
This vortion of time seems woefully inadeonuate in compari-
son to the great responsivility devolving upon them, un-
trained men,

Another question, desizgned to test the nmethod 2nd or-
der of their vprocedure was this, "Are your vplans set up
for the entire year or how do you plan the program?" A
number of different answers were cgiven, such as:

"We mostly plan our orogram from month to month as we
have our worker's conference and covered dish supner the

first Tuesday evening of each month excepting June, July

*Apvendix Table IV,
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and August." This Sunday School is a very successful one
and it may be due nartially to the interest created through
gocial contacts of this kind,

"Yes; the Sundav School sponsors a certain number of
nrograms each year; the sunerintendents have been urged to
follow a definite outline for ovnening exercises; certain
amount of memory work ies to be cone by each denartvent
each year, "

"The church nrovides nlans bv zivinz us the church
vear to follow. "

"From cuarter to ocuarter or as a definite need arisesﬂ

"Aside from the rezular Sunde— School nrograr we have
a special nrogram at the end of eacn cuarter, snd several
drives during the year when we have svmecial offerings for
missions., The lessons are a new tovic for each cuarter, ™

"We use internstional series,"

"We nold meeting monthly to ®met our nlans, "

"Plan from Sunday to Sundsy."

"General nlans made from year to year; other and more
specific plans made from aquarter to cuarter.,"

"Our church has nlans given for the whole Synodical
vear. "

"Wo. Mostly a week or two in advance.

"Each child according to his ability learns a nart of
the Heidelberger for every Sundayv. In Biblical History

we start with the first chapter and keep on studying a
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chapter every Sunday until we are through the book,"

Eacn Sunday Schnool seems to te following some definitd
program and in this respect has advanced further than in 2n
of the other ways heretofore described.

The average attendance for 1933 for the nineteen Sun-
day Schools was 109, At one extreme was the Protestent
Episcooal Sunday School with an average attendance of 16,
and at the other extreme the Conzregational School with
its average of 400, The average attendance, % children
and % adults (adult beinz twenty-one or avove), for the

resnective schools are these:!

Denominational S. 8. Av. Attend. % Cnildren % Adulte
First Presbyterian 160 59 41
Bavtist 350 60 40
Protestant Episcopnal 16 100 00
Assembly of God 65 50 50
Catholic 35 100 00
Seventh-day Adventist 63 40 =0
Congregational 400 50 20
United Presbyterian 180 60 40
Enzlish Lutheran Popss 100 00
St. Paul Lutheran 50 100 00
Free Methodist 50 65 35
Nazarene 40 &0 40

United Brethern 20 40 60

Y
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Evangelical Lutheran 40 100 00
Evengelical 100 65 36
Sweedish Lutheran 18 100 00
¥ethodist 355 75 25
Christian 110 75 25
Hovne Reform 35 30 10

When comnaring the averaze Sunday School sttendance
with the average church attendance of members, the correl-
ation is significatnt in this vparticular incident,

The total membership for =11 denominations is 3,529,

The average membership attendance for all denomin=tions is
2,559. And the average Suncay School attendance for all
denowminations is 2,083,

The Sunday School, lixe other church services is a
socializing factor in the develonment of tae chaildren as
well as a distinctly religious function, A fev samnles
of the answers to the guestion, "In what way does the Sun-
day School help the children?® are these:

"To conform to the grouv., To serve as a sort of Xin-
dergarten exnerience or prevnaratory school to the gracde
school, ™

"It prevares them for coniirmation,®

"It lays a foundation for Chrietian living.®

#Tt familiarizes them with Bible stories,®

"It gives them a2 moral foundation.™

"It brings them in touch with the church, the influ-
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ence of good."

"Gifts to missions $75.00. Two weeks daily vacation
Bible school of 160. Camp for boys, 25; and girls, 40.,"*

The preceding answers indicate that many of these Sun-
dey schools have accomplished in 1933, at least in part,
those things for which they are striving to accomplish as
given under the five aims of their schools,

Upon asking them for criticisms or suggestions con-
cerning their work some heloful suggestions were offered.
Five suggested the pressing need of a tuorough teacher's
training class. Other comments followed:

Hope Reform: ‘'"Not classified enough according to the ages.
Should have at least some English. Are not punctual in
attendance, Do not make a thorough preparation for the
class.,"

First Presbyterian: "Our attendance shows a decrease in
primery end junior departments over the previous vear,

A teacher's training class is needed."

United Presbyterian: "We do not reach as wmany as we should,
this is especielly true of the young people from 18 to
maturity."

Evangelical: "A lack of space and equipment handicaps us,
and vrevents the working of many desirable vians; but in
gspite of this the school is progressing."

llethodist: "Lack of preparstion of teachers to teach real

*Appendix Table VII.
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Christianity. Inconsistent attendance. Lack of spiritusl
cuality and purpoee (the evangelistic epirit)."”

One of these Suncay scnools, measured :y the tyne
of character oroduced =2nd oy the finer eniritual fruitage
is a marked success, It is presided over by a devout
Bible-loving man who gathers to his support reverent and
faithful teachers., The school is marked bv an atmosvhere
of reverence and has long been distinctly evangelistic and
markedly missionary, but its success is only vnartial, for
it does not reach many within its territory.

For a Sunday School which lays claim to success: (1)
it must reach its constituency; (2) it must teach its con-
stituency. For in the words of Dr. Burrouzhs, "A Sunday
School, then, in order to ve oonsidered in any sense suc-
cessful must do these two thinzs--it must reach the peonle
and it must teach the neovle., It can hardly be s2id th=t
one of these things 1s wore imvortant than the other, sincd
they are inter-dependent. We connot teach peovle unless
we reach them; when we reach neovle we will almost certaind
ly teach them, A successful Suncday School therefore is
a school which reaches and teaches its constituéncy. Mere
bigness does not in itself constitute a successful Sunday
School. But no Sunday School can be considered successful
which is not fairly reaching its constituency.'*

In pronortion very largely as the Sunday school main-

*Burroughs, P. E. Building A Successful Sunday School,
p. 11.
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-tains aggressive efforts to bring the neonle under 1ts
influence, will it function in the many high tasks 1o which)
it is set in the caurch. And as Powell cuotes from Dr,
Beets, MEvery teacher of religion finds himself confronted
rith three distinct yet correlated aims: 1, Fruitful

Knowledge, 2. Rizht Attitudes, 3. Skill in Livinz. "*

*pPowell, Marie Cole, Junior ¥ethod in the Church School,
p. 47.
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VACATION SCHCCOLS
and
ACERCIES FOR YCUTH

It was with some degree of surprise that the =uthor
noted that with many Sunday schools there were only two
which conducted D=ily Vacation Bible Schools, and that
there was no unionization of effort along this line. Thae
Yethodists maintained for tvo weeks s Daily Vacation Rible
School with an enrollment of 180. Also, thev have a

amp for 25 boys and 40 girle, The Presvyterian church
did not give its enrollment figures.

This is one of Loveland's greztest oponortunities when
it comes to religious educ-~tion. Two obstacles which hin-
der this great work are denominationalism, and inefficient
teaching staffs, the greatest of these 2eing denomination-
alism. If this barrier coula ve removed, there would bve
little ouesction of finding cu2lified teachers for many of
the winisters are hizhly svmecialized, However, those
qualities which are desirable in junior teachers may bve
developed in the various denominations, 1In any normal
clasg, if the students are as<ed what they consider the
first essential of a3 good teacher, they almost invarisbly
reply, a pleasing verson=zlity. Nany of the ocualities whicy
go to make up the intangible thing we c211 versonality
can be differentiated so that the teacher may work at the

process of accouilrine them, Of course, over against thenm,

!
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there is a certain charm of manner and a certain force of
character that constitute individuality. ©Not all share
eoually in this indefinable nower, but 21l can have enthu~-
siasm, vitality, can dress neatly, and can o€ cvmopathetic
anc¢ friendly. All of these cualities can te cultivated tv
those who rez1ly desire them. Eizat cu=lifications for
the Junior teacher are given by Powell: Willinzness and
ability to acquire skill in teaching, Acaontavility, The
ability to play, sense of humor, the onen mind, honesty in
words, life =nd purposee, variety of interest 2ncd a deep
Christian exverience.*

It is obvious that teaching metaods for Juniors fol-
low so closely those in use in the public school room that
a Junior teacher ought either to have had some znowlecdge
of public school teachinz or ought to be willinz tc enroll
in training classes and accuire skill in the methods used
in 111 elementary wrades, A Junior class contains wany
surrrises, The unexnected is always occurring ané no
one who has unadjustable "Old-maidish" tendencies ougnht to
try to teach them, They live in a world of olay, ant the
instructor must get out and nlay with them occasionally
anéd must understand how to utilize the »nlav svnirit in the
class room, In selectins the Junior teacher one should
recognize that truth is not absolute, and that no one who

has closed hig mind to noscitle new ideas on Biblical

*Powell, Marie Cole, Junior iethod in the Church School,
pp. 308-311,
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interpretation or scientific discovery or educational meth-
ods should be on a teachinzg force. He should live all the
gualities which he wishes his Juniors to emulate. They are
ouick to detect insincerity of any kind. They should feel
that the teacher is deeply in earnest in all th-t he says
or does and th=t ne expects them to take seriously the
class work which is their joint undertakinz.

This report on the phase of religious educ=tion would
be incomnlete if it failed to taxe into consideration other
Junior organizations, The Nazarene denomination, through-
out the summer of 1933, on Sunday afternoons conducted
special services for Juniors, At these times interesting
object lessons were given on moral and religious subjects.
The attendance averaged thirty-five. A swnecial orogram
for the children was included in the Baptist revival cam-
saign, Instruction of a religious nature and singing
arew two hundred children to that church each evening for
an nour for two weexs, Beside the four Lutheran churches,

several other churches have s»ecial communicent clas

[67]

5]

n

In addition to the §:anday school, vacation school

o
n

and these agencies for the youth, there are the young peo-
ple's departments which have been described in chaoter five

under the Yaung People''s Hour,
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AN AVALYSIS OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
OF THE COMMUWITY

If we are content to ceal with the hynothetical fam-
ily of four, the 432 homes which filled out tne community
cuestionnaire, out of = nossible 1092, one should get a
largze enouz. saaple for a croes section survey ol »uvlic
ovinion on most =ny subject of interest. This is espec-
ially so when studying the church for nearly every one has
oronouncec views uvnon the subject, =2na is willing to ex-
nress them,

The cunestions, of this community ouestionnaire, were
devised so as to correlate the veliefs of the ministers
with that of the nublic, to consider the church as - sicial
agency, to consdider indirectly tneir attitudes toward the
church as an institution, anc to measure as far as nossible
the guantitative amount of religious exercises nractised

in the nomes,
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AN ESTIIATE OF THE CHURCH AS A SOCIALIZING FACTOR IN THE
HOY¥E A¥D IN THE COMPUNITY

We are all knowinz, feeling, willinz, individuals set
in s world of other 1like individuals. Tae =adjustrent of
all these nersons, like molecules in the wass that wairl
and shift and shane themselves together is the source of
our morality, art, business, invention, and orogress., The
church lixe all other insetitutions deals with us as we
live this comron social life,

Just nhow does the church influence our social life?
This ouestion is =znswered sutjectively Dy the people of

Loveland when they =nswerecC the cuestions, "Does tae

church heln you adjust yourself to society?", "To the Home?)

"To community contacts?", and "In what other waye?

"Does the church 2¢61ln vou adjust vourself to society?H

Yeg —-mmmm——— 405
Blaid =—————————— 89
NO e 35
In doubt ———=emeea 3
Total 532
"To the Home?t"
Yes ———————rm - 418
Blank ——m——wceeee- 91
NO = 21
In doubt —-——=-—==== 2

Total 532
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"To the community?"

Yeg ———mcmm——— 375
Blank =—=——m——————v 133
NO —mmmmmmm e 23
In doubt =———m=—- 1
Total 522

"In what otner ways?" The most significant 2nswers
to this cuestion are:

"It affords oomnortunitv to come in contact with the
best class of the community."

"Lifts burdens and cares."

"It gives me an oonortunity for a musical career.'

"It helns in every way."

"In rearing a family. "

"Helone one to live a more useful life. "

"Gives a broader concept of life."

"Children who o to Suncdav echonl are tetter children,

"It has a refining influence in the home, "

"It satisfies the longing for fellowship ancd spirituall
contacts,

"Business and social contacts."

"In education, but peonle shouldn't zo to church to
help out their business.

From this analysis, the members - unanimously agree
that the church helne them adjust themselves to soclety

at large, but even more soecified that it aies them in
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the home. The comments under the cuestion, 'In what other
ways?" indicate that tne 79% who were benefited tv the
churcn were in favor of remaining under the churches influt
ence. This percentsze is slightly lower thar the vercen-
tage of the community wao are church zemterss 81,3% of

the neonle belons to some denomination anc 79% believe that
it is for their good.

The =2ttitude of the people toward the church, =8 an
institution of the community and their varticular denomin-
ation locally represented, was subjectively criticizecd,

The point of view differed from the extreme Utonian velief
of a Roman Catholic who sazid, "I think it is wonderful,"
to the ovposite extreme of the tutcaer who g2id, "I don't
think there is much here., I tnink a werson nhad detter
stay at home than 2o to these churches. In fact there is
not much religion in Colorado. There are more hyvocrites
here than in any other vlace I have bteen,"

These criticisms are divided into three n»arts, ¢t hose
which a2re neutr=1 or f=vorable, favorable and unfavorable
both, and unf-vorakle, Part of these overlav asg in the
case of those which objected to the many churches of the
city. There were 50 neonle who believed that Loveland wae
overcnurched,

Twenty-two were neutral or favorable in their criti-
cism of the relirious situation of the city., Thev reolied:

"ITery good among both foreizners and Americans.
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There are three classes of foreigners wnich make up a

considerable part of the community's population, which are

ilexican, German and Russian.
"Compares favorably with other towns."
"liost everyone active in Christian work."

Other comments, favorable snd unfavorsole voth, and

unfavorable are given in the appendix,*

*Appendix Table VIII,
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THE COMIUNITY'S
PSYCHOLOGICAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CHURCH
While many neonle criticize the »nresent government, it
is doubtful if they would wish it to be changed very much.
Likewise, the statements of several who criticized the
caurch as an institution, and vould not attend or supwort
it, wisnhed their children to enjoy its benefits, For in-
stance an elderly wan who was very bitter ag=inst 2ll of
the churches, in answering the ouestion, "Do you wish your
children to become church memters?", said, "Surely I want
my girls to be in the church so that they may be under
Christian influence." This cuection, since most everyone
desires the oect for his children, seems spnecially well
fitted to zain the psycholozicsl attituds of the community
toward the Church as an institution., The answere to this
question are as follows:

"Do you wish your cnildren to become churca memcers?!

)Y T ——— 415
Blank--—=—c—mee—o 106
NO——— e 11
Total 532

Out of the small minority vhich said they did not
wish their children to become church wembers, several said
that this wish was not against religion itecelf, but against

organized religion as it is at oresent.
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A ~00d many who ieft the ocuestion blank stzted that

they would léave this to the child's own cnoice, waile tze

remainder had no chaildren.




93

THE COMI'UNITY'S ARILITY TC DISTINGUISH
BETWEEN SPIRITUAL ESSENCE AND

THE OUTWARD UANIFESTATICH

The religious life of any community always rests upon
a somewhat elaborate socizl structure--not necescarily a
church, but sometninzy that does in fzct what the church
aims to do., The nizher sentiments, or irrational powers of
;he soul are subtly evoked and nourished by language, mueic
ritual and other time-wrourht symools, AnZ even moTre Ob-

viously, ideas of God and of the larzer ceing, of religious

o

-y

observance, of covernwent and duty are matters of communal
b D

and secular zrowth,

A Toot »sroblem of tae churcn ig to zet ths use oI t-e
syubol without the accompanyvinz atuse, Professor Cooley
apnroaches this pnroblen from the followinz view point,

"Is it not the fact, however, that the progrese of reli-
gion has ceen less in the percention of new truth than in
bringing it home to the many ¢y organization? There is
perhaps little in religious thoucht that was not adecuate-
ly expressed by occasional thinkers millenniums ago; the
gain has been in working this thought into the corporate
life, The great religions--Buddhism, Judaism, Christian-
ity, Mohammedanism--are nothing if not systems; that 1is

to say, although based on primary needs of human nature,
their very bein- as widespread religions consists in a

social structure, adaonted to the chancing state of society,




94

throuch which these needs are met znd fostered., Trus the
appeal of Caristianity to —he human wind ray e s=1d to
nave rested, in all neriods, pnartly on the symbolic oorer
of a nerson=lity~-go idealized and intervreted as to te in
effect a syster as well as 3 man--ancd vartly on a caanzing
but always elaborate structure of coctrines, ritual, nol-
icy, preeching and the like. Take away these symboles 2nd
there ic nothinz distinctive left. Ancd if tae whole is to
to on, the svstem of svubols, azain renewed, must zo on,
too. No wore in religzion than in 2ny other phase of life
can we have an inside without an outside, es=ence without
form,"e

In cther words, we must have essence zni form, out
the two shoula not ce identifiea., They should be thoucht
of as aistinctly senarate, This thouznt evoked two cues—
tione for the comrunity cuestionnaire, Is the €latorate
systen of membership and cnurch ritual identified as
Christianity or is this system siuply its form? Does
an entire surrender to Christ and his nrinci-les consti-

tute real Christianity. The results were zratifvinz to

3

.
A
na

.

I

some extent; "Is church wembership and attendance,

observance of church rites, enourh to =ake one a Christianth

L 410
YeSmmmm e - 50
Blan {mem——eom—eem—e 72
Totalem—memeo e 532

*Cooley, C. H.,, Social Orzenization, nn. 374-375,
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"Does an entire surrerder to Christ and His nrincivles

make 2 Zaristisn out of a versont!

Yegemmmm e 442
NO =—memm e 16
Blank—-m=———————- - 74
Total 533

The first cuestion was ovalified in various vays., One
said that church membershin and the nerformance of ritual
sunnlexented veing a Christian. Another, "Don't hnave to
attend church to ©ve a Christian," Other comwents were:
"One wmust live each and every day as one thinks 8narist
would have lived", "You don't have to belonz to any churcal

"Necessary part in Christian's life. A nerson should

become a Christian before bvecoming affiliated with a church)

N

In ocualifyins the second cuestion, the answers indi-
cate that the neoole did not confuse essence =2nd form,
Here are some of the renlies: MWIf it is a true esurrender
to all of Hie oprincinles," "If they live the life", "I know
lost of good vpeonle outeile the church®, " If it ie a con-
tinuous 23nd not just a terporary surrencder," "Yes, if we
observe His teschines", One individual ies inclined to
include bvantism as a necessary reouisite in becoming a
Saristian. And, "An entire surrender must te internreted

in the lizht of the New Testament. ¥

p
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CLASSIFICATICI! AS TO

(]

LIBERAL COR CCHSERVATIVE BELIEF

As in the case of Brunner in his study of Villace
Communities, it was found that the village church exerts
a considersble influence as a conservator of moral oninion,
While it wss often said that the church nsd little influ-
ence on conauct, it was observed that those things that it
conderned were more often opnosed than condoned v puclic
opinion, *

Also, thie etudy revealea 2 close correlation between
tne beliefs of the people anc the ministers, The uinisters)
as was seen in taeir beliefs, were ultra conservative,

This extreme conservatism is reflected in the beliefs of
the peovle., The same cuestions of belief vhich were ask-
ed the ministers were aszed the community. The three gues-
tions were concerning the insniration of the Bible, the
Divinity of Christ, and the literalness of the miracles of
the Bible, To the first, "Do you believe in the insvira-

tion of the Bible?", ther answered:

Yee ~ommmmmmmee 495
NO e 7
Blank ——=——eemeee v 30
Total 532

To the second, "Do you believe in the Divinity of Christ?",

*Brunner, E,, Village Communities, oo, 33-83,
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these answers were ziven:

P 495
NO = e 5
Blank ==—————m————o 32
Total 532

And tne third, "Do you believe in the liter=lrneses of the

miracles of the Bible? (Did Cnrist literslly turn the water

into wine? )

YeSm—mmm e —— 369
NOo ———mmem e 25
Blank ———e—mmme———e 109
Symbolic ——=—m=mee= - 29
Total 532

The first guestion was gualified in the followingz wranner:
"No more inspired than lots of other books; Yo wmore so
than the work of Josephus"; "We are taueht to believe sol;
"To some extent"; "Hardly believe so"; For the most »art
those who questioned the insviration of the Bible cuestion-
ed traditions, and cuestioned it because they had no ration
al internretation for its inspiration.

Those cualifying the second cuestion said: "Yes, if
anything is divine at 211"4 "The same as us"; "Not exact-
ly"; "I think I do"; "Too difficult"; and, "Yes, to a cer-
t2in extent", These answers are typical concernins tais
question, To some the guestion concerning the Divinity

of Christ was very sacred and their answers were emohati-
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-cally in the affirmative.

Tae third ouestion, concerning the literslness of mir-
acles, seemed more nernlexing, ancd the answers larzely
built upon tradition rather than unon a rational internret
ation. This nerplexity and uncertainty is revealed in sonme
of the following statements: "I have always thouzht tnat
He did", "There must be a spiritusl meaning for ush;
Doesn't sound reasonable to me'; "Am afraid this cuestion
is too deen®; "Guess He did"., This unassurednescs is ex-
pressed in the extreme by a timid little lady, "I have bveen
told so and thaink about it ond wonder"; "I should believe
it, out I hardly know"j "Too difficult™; "I think He did";
I don't know, the Bible says so"; "I believe He w»erforued
all those miracles hut some I doc not understand"j *I don't
lay much stress on some thinzs in the Bible"., A little
more ascurance is exnressed by others. "Yes, into nure
juice of 2rane, not intoxicating drink"; "In so far as con-
veying the meaning taught by the Bible'; and, "Not imposs-
ible for Him, but don't know whether He dia or not",

When it cores to the cuestion of belief, the neonle
of Loveland need a2 rational intervoretation. Such an interd
pretation would eliminate a sreat deal of uncertainty and

perplexity.
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QUANTITATIVE AUQUNT OF

RELIZIOUS EXERCIZE IN THE HCOVE

It is not an easy thing to reduce cualitative catsa
down to a cuentitative basis, However, this was attemnted
in measuring the amount of relizious exerciecee carried on
in the homes, The cuestion was, "Do vou ever have nrayer
and Bible rezding in your home?, and, "How often?" The

replies were classified in four grouns:

Recularly OQccasionclly None Blank Total
112 194 183 37 532
22.37% 36, 46% 34.21% 6.96% 100%

This granh indicates thzst 27% of the church neonle
have n»rayer and Bible reading in their homes recularly,
that 1s 1f only church members enzare in relicious exer-
cises in tne home. This is far a larger wercentaze than
wae estimated by the ministers of the inisterial Alliance.
The term recularly was internreted to mean d=ilv or twice
a week, while the term occasignally was interpreted freely
and might mean once a wonth, once a vear, or cnce a week,

or aowever the individual might internret it.
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SUIMIARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In summarizing the findings of the present study,
there is approximately one church for every 246 inhabitants
of the city, while for the United States a8 a wnole there
is & church for every 344 inhabitants over 13 years of age.r
However, there sre two factors which riust be taken into
consideration, nemely, the people from the surrounding
country, and the number of the inhabitants under 13 years
of age, It seems as if these two factors would tend to
belance each other and theat the answer to the guestion con-
cerning the church condition in Loveland as compared with
the United States in general is that Loveland is over-
churched for its population when using the general index
as a criteria.

One may well wish to know if there is any correlstion,
and how much, between the large number of churches and the
high percentage of church membership. From the ovservations
of this study and a year's residence it seems as if the
large number of churches furnishes rather rigorous compe-
tition and that perhaps this may be a large factor in the
large number of church members.

The church boards in cooperation with their ministers
estimsted the combined valuation of 19 churches (edifices)

to be {202,550 besides the 15 parsonages which were valued
*Fry, C. Luther, The U. S. Looks at Its Churches, p. 30.
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from $2,000 up to £4,000, Tais estimate on the church
edifices when divided by the total church —~emcersain for
the city is eoguivslent to $54.8%2 per individual., This
obligation has teen taken over by this comrunity of its

own free will, 1In adcition %o this obligation the local
churches renort annual exonenditures for salsries naid to
ministers, up <eep of church wlants, nayvent on debts, con-
tritutions for benevolences, hormewissions, foreign missions)
and all other opurposes, It seems significant that the ave-
rage conzregation gave $123.82 more to foreizn missions each
yvear than to home migcecions,

N

The effect of the devrecsion on the church nrogress
was very noticeable, Everv churcna nsd been comnelled to
recauce its tudget in one way or another, =nd one church
temporarily disbtanded., Moreover, manv contritutors 3o the
church were not attending pecsuse of their inability to
pay.

The ministers, in the main, are as well trained for
tiheir work in comnarisonas in the United States as 2 whole,
Fifty five ner cent =2re both college and seminary gracdustes
Three are college graduates anc the other six Trom which
information was received had attended a Bible Institute.

The attitudes =nd beliefs of the Lovelesnd ministers
are in sreat contrast to those nublished by Professor ~, =,

Betts in the Literarv Digest for these men are VeTrV conser-

vative despite the feet that they 2re well educated men.




102

Only a few taxe active »nart in the affairs of the comzunityl
outside the Ministerial Alliance,
Their Sunday Scnool orocram seems nuite efficient in

reachinz the youtn of the community tut there is an evi-
dent lac< of training and ability in leadershin in the
church school. A wmore severe criticiem would ve the need
of cooneration and orzenization in the vacation schools.
¥ith only one excevntion, two services of the weel »uzzled
the ministers 2nd wore especially in the eumzer time,
These were the mid-week »rayer service and the Sunday even-
in: meeting., The Sunday evening mesting oroblem for the
sumrer time was larzely solved by union services, "Rock
of Ages", as in Englanc, is the most popular church song
sung,

The church, as an institution, is a vpermanent factor
in the community. For in the words of many, "I would not
live in Loveland without the chaurch.," This attitude ex-
presces the trust, consolation, spiritual desires and soc-
ial life which are derived from the church, Some of the
occasional church attenders and even non church attenders
voicea their sonreciation of the churcnh, A few were too
sophisticated to attend church but taey rav e lire old
man Anonymous in the Forum some time, "But I re=lize now
that I was unhanpy outside the church, Althoush I continud

to velieve that the worlca ig¢ hundreds of millions of vesrs

0ld, that Adam is as legendary as Promethus, 2nd that ‘'sin!
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is largely a reversion to primitive character traite, sorme-
thing I am unable guite logically to exnlain made me want
to go back. On Sunday morning there was always a feeling
that I ought to be at services--not so much a painful cons-
cience as a2n imnression that I was missinz something which
I should have been exneriencing............I have never
really doubted the existence of God, Ioreover, there have
been occacions when He seemed imrediate, alrmost demonstrablf
These exneriences have occurred most frecuently in the pre-
sence of nature's nrodigal beauty or during the reacinz of
a great noem.........For me the feelinz can often be recav-
tured in the churcha. There ies somethinz peculiarly restful
aoout the service which even the driest and wost dogratic
of serrmons cannot comn~letely eradicate, And it seems to
e that in s»nite of all my doubts nérhaps vecause oI them—-
I need some inner assurance of God., If, taen, the church
helps to cultivate it, I ought to go to church, just as I
ought to stroll in the woods and read good poetry."* A
large per cent of those who did not feel that they were
directly cenéefitted by the church believed that the church
was a worth while institution and wanted their children to
be under its influence,

In attemptine to find the most efficient method and
program for tne religious life of the village, the infer-
ence of this study indicates that there is too much reduo-

lication of church activity. The author would suggest that
*Anonymous,_ "I'm Going Back to Church", Forum and Century,

3
dd

uly, 1832,
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many benefits would accrue from an amalramation of those
overlanving denominstions. For instance, the four Luthe-
ran churches could unite, the two Presbyterisn, anc 3lso
tnose of a more evangelistic tendency. Perhaps a modified
nlan of ¥r, Walter Burrs Utovian religious comrunity would
meet the need of the religious life of this community. He
suggeste that, "The nicture of the church in this coming
new comnunity is =n interestinr and inviting one indeed.
The grest com:unity temple is at the center., ‘A way shall
there be, and a hizhway; 3nd the redeemed of the Lord shalll
walk tnerein', The 'way', however, will orobably Dbe the
vaved 'nighway', =nd the redeemed' will be nassing over it
in automobiles at the rate of sixty miles an hour, It may
be an air-way with the redeened flying in from the four
guarters of the much enlarged community to aave 2 »nart in
the activities at the community center., With one church
in this countv wide community there will e supnorted a
minister wno is as efficient as any minister in a narish
in a grest city., ‘There we have some 4,000 clergyuen in a
state, if the number could be reduced to not more than 400
it seems to me that it would be a3 great improvement on the
situation, 'Bigger and bvetter clercymen' might well be a
slogan in a coamnaign to cevelon this new nhase of community
life,

"One seesg in this vision of the new church in the new

community that is to ve, a gre=t orchestra, a magnificent
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chorus choir--a 'mulsitude keeving holy day'. The nusic
will be under the direction of a very hichly ftrazined and
well nald director of sacred music., The church school will
be a rezl educstional institution, hesded by a superintend-
ent who has cualificstions equal to those of the secular
school superintencent; and with s faculty of teachers
trained and naid as are te=zchers in our common schools,
This new dengrtmentalized institution will not need to <eek
to build itself un out of the comvunity, tut it will be the
great spiritual and social opower-house to successfully em-
nower zll the ovrocesses of the nev comrunity.life, I'*
However, the function of the church is not to attend
to the busy wor< of community betterment dut to msintain
the sniritual vision anc worship, to renew the soiritual
and nhysical enerzy of men, women, and children whose only
decent miseion in life is continually to be building = new

community.

*Burr, Walter, S»wall Towns, An Estimate of Their Trade and
Culture, pvo. 263, 263,
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Table I - Church Ecuipment as Given Tty 1

o7 the resnmective denominations

First Presbyterian revorts, news, fifty or sixty fold-

ire

Y]

inr chairs, 1 orran, 2 oianos 3nd 12 large woolen ch

¢

Bantist - two sete of sonz tooks, <ishes, cookinz

Q
0
~-

J
(]
[ &)
0y
J
-
(o}
o
O
e}

4)o)
$V)
]
.
3
g
i
]

utensiles, chairs, »nulwit, 4 pi=n

«

caurcna is also equipned with a splendid bantietry,
com-union set, china bzein and »Hul»nit.

Assertly of God - »niano, puloit, stove, pews, Lercres,
csecretary desk, anG communion sev.

iInited Presbvterian - Pine orzesn, 4 nianos, Sao
school ecuipment, and nulnit,

Seventa-dav Adventiet - 2 pianose, 1 organ, mavs,

AV}

blac: board, 2 heating stoves, vews, »ulnit, Qesks, 2 tab-

D

les, and ook c=age,
news, and vniano,

Jonrrexyationsl - & nienoeg, vodern nestins sveten
vews, and adeguate Sunday school furnishings,

Rovan Catholic - nulnit =200 z3ltar, images, news, and
organ.

Free Methorist - seats, stove, =2nC pulonit.

Nazarene - viano, heater, wews, »ulnift  and send

taple,.
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Immanuel Lutheran - organ, pulpit and news,
Evangelical - 2 piznos, vews, oulnit and chairs,
Sweedisn Lutheran - se=ts, organ, »nizno, altar, onul-
nit, etc.

Christian - piaro, »nulnit anc Suncay school eouinrent,
Yetnodist Episconal - 2 piano-, »nul»nit, orzan, 3
stoves, 2 electric stoves, anc two furnsces.

Hope Reform -~ heater, piano case organ, cazirs, nulpit

|

nymn tosrés, table, church hymnals, =anc Bitles,
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Table II - Baptisme 2nd !"srriages for Eighteen Denomina-
tione (1933)

Denomination Baptisms Yarriages
Presbyterian 11 11
Bantist 50 1z
Episcopsl 1

Assembly of God 4
Catholic 30 8
United Presbyterian 15 4
S. D. Adventist 7

Eng. Lutheran e

Congregational 50 25
St. P. Lutheran 13 5
Free ¥Vethodist 4

Nazarene 1
Imm, Lutheran 5 4
Evangelical 12 4
Swed. Lutheran 7 3
Ketnodiet 15 8
Christian 11

Hope Reform 7 3

Total 244 a0
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Table III - The Yost Populsar Church Songs of Loveland,

SCRG TIES SONG TIZES
LISTZD ISTED

When I Survey the He Keeps e Singing 2

Wondrous Cross 3

Abide With Ve s In the Garden 2

Draw i'e Nearer 2 ¥aze Ye a2 Blessing
Today 3

I Need Thee Every Pase e ot 2

Hour

Near the Cross 2 Sreet Hour »f Praver 1

Just When I Neecd Him

i.ost 1 On, Zion Haste 1

‘2 e the Name of
Jecus With You 1 I am Hapony in the
Service of the Xing 1

Anywhere with Jesus 1 The Church's One
Foundation 1

Livinz for Jesus 1 In the Sweet bye

and Dbye 1
Victory Ahead 1 When the Roll is

Callec Un Yonder 1
I Believed the True Jesus Saves 1
Renort 1
Jesus is Passing The Few Jerusalem 1
This Yay 1
Ky Nawe is There 1 Follow On 1
Victory 1 014 HYundredth

'121 Pszlnm?® 1
The Way of the Croz3s 1 Blessed Assurance 1
More About Jesus 1 Jegus Saviour Pilot

T

Me 1

The Lily of the Valley 1




Beauvtiful Isle of
Somewhere

Don't Forget the
Sabbath

Whosoever Will
Tell i'e the 014, C1l&
Story

A liichty Fortress is
Cur God

Wnere He Le=das I'11
Follow

Close to Thee

I Love to Walx with
Jesus

Sunligat, Sunlight
Lead and Keen le

Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing

Nearer, Still Nesrer

I Have a Friend in
Je sus

That Will be Glory
for Me

Blest be the Tie
Have Thine Own Way
Doxology

I'1]1 Live for Him

Stand up, Stand un
for Jesus

Jesus Loves i'e

ok

Cover With His Life

8afe in the Aruws of
Jesus

Ring the Bells of
Heaven

~

In tne Croes of Chri
I Glory

I Gave My Life for
Thee

He Leadetnh Ile

Leanin> on the Ever-
lasting Arms

A

Lead e Hicher

Hidden Pe=ce

Come Thou Almighty
King

Son of Yy Soul

I Would be Like Jesus

Jesus is All the World

to le
Holyv, Holy, Holy

Break Thou the Bread
of Life

¥y Jesus I Love Taee

I Would Be True

Savionr Like a Shevnher

Lead Us
Holy Nizht

Let tne Lower Lixnt
te Burning

m
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Table IV - Qualificstions of the Sunday School Sunmerinten-
gents.

"Pretty cood nerson=lities "

A few read outside their lessons, One or two college
neonle,

"Three -Te tazinc corresnoncence courses',

"Just church members, "

"Onhristian character. Bible knowledge, Sore have had
special religious tr2ining instruction.”

"Good knowledge. Examnles to the children. Orderly."

"Good. i}

A1l saved, most of trew are sanctified., Good =ray-
ers, and stay by God's word."

"Converted neonle. "

"One has collere educ-tion, other two sre consecrated
worxers,"

"A @hristian spirit, -atient, a mowledoe of 3od's
word, ability to expound it to others =nd¢ studvy to under-
stand his or her ounile, !

"A few have had trainins for oublic school worz,®

"iust have =n experimental knowledwe of salvsation, Be
filleo with the Holy S»irit and a2 love for lost souls M

"College graduate (have only one teacher),™"

"Comron school education andg 2 sincere cdesire to
gerve humanity,

N s

"Every teacher s Christian and interested in +the
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salvation of the members of their classes,”
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Table V - Quectionnaires Used in the Survey

4.
5

10,

11,

12,

LOVELAYD COMTUNITY 2UESTIONNAIRE
Witn vhat church are you affiliated?

If with none do you wish tc join at some future date?
Why?

Does the church heln vou adjust youreelf to societyv?
a, To the home?
b. To community contacts?
¢, In what other ways?

Do you wish your éhildren to become church mewbers?

Is church membershin and attendance, and observance of

'church rites, enouczh to mare one a Christian?

Does an entire surrender to Christ ma<e a Christian out
of a verson?

Do you believe in the insniration of the Bible?

C
5
H
e
n
ct
-3

Do you helieve in the Divinity of
Do vou believe in the literalness of tae miracles of
the B%ble? (Did Christ literally turn the water into
wine?

Do you ever nave »nraver and Rible re-dinxr in vour home?
How often?

How many from your family have Dbeen in atteandance at
caurcn services in the nast four Sund=ays?

What co vou think of the relizious life of Lovelarnd?
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[AV)

o]}
-

15,
16,
17.
18.

19.
20,

QUESTICHNAIRE FOR NIVISTERS
Denomination
Are you a grezduate of cnlleze, seminary or both?
Hew many sermons do you wnreach snnu2lly?
What is the averazse lenczth of your cermons?
How many nastoral calls ds you make annually? Nature?

Do you hold snecial services throughout the year?
Nature?

In what comrunity interests are you active? In wnsat
ways?

How are vou continuing traininc?
Sive ten camples of serrwon subjects,
Are vour sermons vnlanned ana relatec?

What does your church Co alony the line of religious
educstion?

Give number of Dbantiswe ner vesr,
Give nurber of marrizzes ner year,

Nuroer that attend younz neonlets services, N-oture of
services,

What are the woren's ors=nizationes in your church?
In what social =ctivities does vour church engage?
Give the ten most nonular songe used in your church,

Do vou believe in the insniration (olenary ar verbal)
of the bhible?

Do you believe in the deity of Christ?

Do vou believe in the literalness of the miracles of
the bible? (Did Christ literallv turn the water into
wine?)

What criticism or sugzeetion do you have concerning
the relirious situation in Loveland?
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4

3

QUESTTONYAIRE FCR THE STUDAY SCHCOL STUPZRIVTZVDENT

1. What are five aire »of vour Sunizy School?

Cor.ents,

[AV]

. Do you rezard your S. S. te=2chers efficient?
. Waat are their cu=lific=tions?

3
4, Give the amount of time enent in »reparation for the
Sundav service,.

5. Are your v»lans set un for the entire year or how do you
plan the orozxram?

6. What c-es your 8., S. attencance =verace? (1833)

. “nat % cailcren, and what % acdults? (Decewber, 1933
enrollment)

8. In what way does the 8, S, heln the children?
9. What has your B, 8. accomnliched in 12337

10. Yhat criticism or suggestions co you have concerning
your S, S.°7
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13.

14.

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE CHURCH CLERK

liame of church.

Seating capacity.

Church equipment.

Valustion of church,

With or without parsonage.

Church expenditures: Local - Itemize fully as
possible., Home missions, Foreign missions.

Number on membership roll.

Rural and urban membership (%).

Ratio of men and women members.

Ber cent of members that attend Sunday services.

Per cent that attends prayer service.

To what cless do your members belong? Working class,
Business group. Professionsl class. Retired group.
Give per cent.

In what ways is your church progressing?

How has the present economic depression affected your

church?
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Pable VI - Aims of the Sunday School, as given Dby the

Sunday School Superintendents.

"Winning souls to Jesus Christ, Every member a
Christisn, every Christian a worker and every member trainj
ed.,"

"To teach the Bible., To inswnire vetter living among
adults. To train children for right living. To lead
children to Christ., To substitute Christian activity for
worldly activity."

"Reguler attendance upon both Sundey school and ser-
vices., Thorough in doctrination. Giving or contributing
towards church and missions. Studying church hymns.
Christien life (everyday)."

To lead the pupils to Christ. To impart Biblical
instruction. To reach any not alrezdy attending Sunday
school. To lay a foundation for character building. To
eacu year increegse our average attendance over that of the
previous year,"

"Teacit them the articles of faith as taught by the
Heidelberg Cathecism, Teach them the History of the Bible
as well as the teachings of the Bible, Tb increase the
numbexr of members., To make number one citizens.,"

"Better teachers educstionally. Better teachers
spiritually. liore accomodations. Iliore consistent atten-
dance. Greater religious power in the school."

"To make educated churchmen., To make educated Bible
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students. To mould the child's life to have a fear of
God, To supolement the existent evil by :nowledze of the
00d, To ma%e christisn citizens,"

"To increase in membership, To make it more interests
ing for o0ld and young. Plant the truth of God in the
children's hearts., A teacrer's traininz class to increase
the efficiency of teachers., To get children in Sunday
S8chool who are not attending anyonlace.”

"Instruction in 2nd knowledze of the Bible, Moral
and religious instructions, Interest in the work of the
church., A social pnrogram that has a moral and religious
background,

"Soul winning. To obtain a wmowledge of God's work.
To nelp missions, To awaxen in us a love for sacred
truths., To learn how to regulate our lives to “ecome fit
subjects for the kingdom."

"To teach them about Jesus Christ. Salvation throush
Christ., To make better citizens of them,"

"Our aim is to nrevare the children for confirration.™

"To instill »nrincivnals of christianity."

"Gain all we can. Have them there on time, Get them
interested in God's word. Get them to acceot Christ. Get
them interested in the salvation of others.,"

"Attendance, Bible instruction, christian way of liv-
ing and urge them to stay for church services. !

"Regular attendance uvon both Sunday School and ser-

vices,"
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Toble VII - Ways in which the Sunday School Helps the
Children,

"Teaches them reverence for the church; it gives thenm
a knowledge of the Bible and its teschings,; they learn
gsacred songs and music,"

"Teaches them obedience to God and man."

"Intellectually, morally and socially."

"It teaches them the Bible, the way of salvation, and
reverence in God's house."

"Twelve to 15 members of the school have accepted
Christ, #110.00 has been given to mission work, and the
running expenses of the school (between {250 and {300) has
been taken care of."

"Mdany children were brought to Christ. The growth
has been steady."

"Increese in attendance end a deevening in spirituel
things.,"

"Sundey school members have increased, church menmber-
ghip, Many have obtained a deeper knowledse of God's word,
and large offerinzs have been given to missiong."

"Helped some to a better way of living."

"lore scholars, OSent money to the orphan's home,"

"Have interested a large groun in Bible study."




121

Table VIII - The Community's Criticisms of the Religious

Situation in Loveland,

"Never saw so wany churches in so small a’town."

"Compares favorably with other towns."

"Above the standard for such a town of Loveland's size

"iiost everyone active in Cnristian work."

"pPretty good,"
"A1l right."

"A good many church goers."

"If 51l churches would work life we do they would all

be filled." (kiember of Congregstional Church)
"I think it is wonderful."

"Religious sentiment is unusually strong."

"The religious 1life of Loveland is as it ought to be."

"Some mighty fine people.®

"You couldn't get me to live in a town where there
was no religious life,"

"Our religious spirit is an essential part of our
civic life." It was noted in the study that many felt
that to be a good Christian meant to be a good citizen

also, and in fact one was the equivalent of the other.

One was inclined to believe that there was something

for each church to do -- "Every church has its place."

"People take more interest in church here than in

id
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most places,"

"loveland is a2 religious city."

"The majority of the people are Christians and attend
church."

"PThere are more real Christians in Loveland thar in
the neighboring towns."

Some feel that the ministers set a worthy example
before the community and express it in numerous ways sucih
as, "Some very good ministers of the gosvpel," or by com-
mendations about the different wministers,

"It is the best I have known,"

Other comments were both favorable and unfavorable:

"It is uplifting but could te much better. I would
hate to live in Loveland without the churches here."

"Could be better, too many church members and not
enough christians,"

An elderly man thought that the churches did him no
good, he did not attend nor supvort any, but felt that they
were needful in the community to help maintain the wmorals
of his neighbors. "Poor, but has some influence over my
neighbors, think the devil would get them if they didn't do
right, "

"People should be different., (Perhavs nnt the churdies
fault.) There should be no picture shows or baseball on
Sunday ., "

"There are plenty of churches but there are too many

who go only to hide their meanness," Another shade of
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this same thouzht was voiced by another, ‘YReally think
religion is a good taing but have been double-crossed by
church members, "

"Could be deeper. Times would be better if neople
lived better." Tais individual tends to correlate good
times with God's apnroval and economic deoressions with
shallow and suvmerficial religious fervor,

"If people would put as much interest in churcn as
in other things, it would be better."

Tt is like everything else, some goond and some bad.
About half belong to church just for the name. A good
church member is a jewel,"

%A1l kinds of neople in Loveland., Have enough churcio-
es and nreachers, Peonle have of late zrown cuite indiffer
ent, cards, dances, etc,"

Even in the church some believe that "economic deter-
minism" plays a significant roley "All the way througn it
is a worsiniv of the alrighty dollar. There are lots of
good Christians though,®

"More service as a comrunity would helv, Concentrated
effort would bring the vorkers to more direct service,®

"It is fair," but on a second thouzht, "When vou have
all night liouor parties it is vad," This additional com-
ment was directed toward the effect of prohibition repeal.

"Higher than many volaces. This is a careless age, and

we too are allowing ourselves to drift.,"




124

"A deeper conviction in the real nersonality and gen-
uineness of Christ, in the individual heart will make 1t

€ 111 more desireable,"

"Some very devout, others not so good, "

"A11 right for those who are religious.™

"Churen zoin: neonle, Sundsy nicture siows, I an sorry
to say."

"In the future we will not achere to cenominatisnal
lires so cloesely." This incivicusl 1s more ontimietic than
one would gather from conversing with the =inisters of the
town, Each, wnile not clinging to tenaciously to denormina-

>ility to sunmort in

.

tion=1 cdoctrines, has a zreat resnonsi

[S1]
o

2 financiel way the zener=1 church interest., This is so
pbrest that it makes an immediate joininz or interests im-
poseivle,

The last division of the comments deals with the un-
favoraole asnect of tne criticiems, Theyv a2re here listed:
"When nrayer -nd Ritvle study are neglected it cannot
but e at low ebb, "

"It is not what Christ would desire "

"Spiritually low. ™

"It isn't orogressing as it chould."

" Run arounc since I was fourteen and am now simty-tvwo,
pnd only found one true vlue Caristian (a nreacner). ‘lore
hynocrites here than any other place. Doo't know you unlesg

you have your Sunday suit on." (Wante hie girls in church,
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Tl

under Christian influence.)

The above ouotation may not be a severe criticism, Dut
ey should not feel badly because taey f21il to »nay church
dues when they are out of ewployment. The followingz case
illustrates this condition, "The relizious nart is all
right but if you can't may vour dues you are no longer a
rewber, Tney don't care for your soul if it goes to hell
or not, they care for your money,'

"There is too much disotedience to the first comrand-
ment, "

"The peonle are too much for nleasure,"

"Lost of the people are self-righteous in their own
ways. "

"The veople are indifferent in general.'

"No Sunday observance.," The more liberal attitude
toward Sabbath keeving is contrasted by the elderly oeovle
with when they were young.,

"It is not sincere enouwcnh and needs somethinz to bring
relizion closer to the minds and hearts of neovle."

"Quite a lot of modernism." This conclusion seems
invalid in the lizht of our findins concerning the veliefs
of the winisters of Loveland, This same cons=arvatist is
reflected in the beliefs of the com=unity as : whole,.

"It is gettine worse. Never was wmuch to braz on,®

"Too much churchanity and not enough Christianity."

"The practice of the Golden Rule is better than coing
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to church, for some of tne church goers are tig hyvnocrites!|
This sane thougnt was exnressed by a loc2l tusiness 7an
when he said, "Wnhile I do not belong to church, I oractice
tne Golden Rule and that 1s better then lir, down
at the church, He Tteat me out of a lot of money,
and under the guise of religion,"

"People interest themselves more in the lodges than
in churches, Too much friction in the churches,®

"Church ~oing doesn't make a Christizn., If you nave
no money, they have no interest in you.,"

"’any churches are not friendly." This view is con-
trasted by another, "The churches of Loveland ma-se you feel
right at home,"

"Too many different kinds of religion."

"Loveland needs a soriitual awskening,"

" MWsighed in the bYalance =nrnd found wanting, ' *

"Union =2n¢ fellowshin needed." T-ris exnresses in
another wgs~, "The churches are too much divided.®

"Should be a larger church attendance,"

"Wot :. =ood as it used to ve." In conversing with
manv church memvers, it was found th=t there were a few of
the older people were inclined to idealize the vast. Not
only was this so concerning religious conditions, but with
otner things as well,

"In need of a revival,"

"Lote go to church that are not cood Ohristiang, ®
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"Not very good."

"At a low ebb."

"Oan't be 2 Christian while you are in these churches!|
This individual was rather dubious about all other forms
of Christianity than the one she reoresented,

"The town is over-churched, Neutral--lac:s drive and
incerntive." The a2bove stateuent was rmade oy a clear thinkd
ing tusiness wan who is also a church man,

"Too many churcnes," According to a minister, zs well
as a layman, "Four or five churches would oe enourh for
his town, ™

"Less churches and more Caristians woulcd ve detter."

"If they were more liberal they could unite.®

"We h=ve »ut ot2er things ahead of Christ.®

"Too much after the money in my church."

"Our neople should do wore living of true Christianity
and do less talking of it,"

"Mighty poor. Care for those who do not need it and
forgetful of the ooor," It is hard to give much weight to
this statement for the church which she criticized,she 1is
neither a member or regular =ttender,) vrave her financial
nelov when in need,

"Too little practice of the versons resvective reli-
gion, "

"It could be better the way they voted.!

"I think lots of vneovle oucht to send their children

to Sunday school rather than let them go on the streets."”
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Introduction

In my work, as a student pastor of a church in Love-
land Colorado, several problems have presented themselves
for solution., This study has been concerned with these
problems. After analyzing them, several objectives-were
set up, which have been condensed to five main objectives,
I. How does the religious condition in Loveland
compare with that of the United States in general?

I1. What of the local Churches as a socializing
factor in the home and in the community?

II1I. Are the people of Loveland, and their ministers,
liberal or conservative in their beliefs?

IV, What is the psychological attitude of ithe people
toward the local Churches of the city?

V. What would be an efficient method and program for

the religious life of Loveland?
Method of Procedure

To gain information for this study, the writer had
many interviews with various ministers, business men, and
citizens of the town. A community questionnaire was
taken to every home in the city and 532 questionnaires
were filled out. About one:third of the people were not
at home, one'-third refused to answer for various reasons,

such as, too long, in a hurry, opposed to such a survey,
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while the other third responded to the best of their
ability. The Loveland Chamber of Commerce gives the
present population at 5,462, and the Colorado Year Book,
for 1930, gives the pdpulation at 5,065. Thus the results
are concerned with a little over one-third of the popula-
tion,

Another questionnaire was sent to each of thne ninist-
ers. OCut of 21 possible replies, 19 were returned. Like-
wise & questionnaire wes sent to each Sunday school super-
intendent and one to each church clerk. The percentage
of returns were the same as for the ministers.

The writer endeavored to maintain the "scientific
attitude" and a high degree of objectivity throughout
the study. This was exceedingly difficult since the
author was in such close contact with the religious prob-
lems of the city. Personal experience may have influ-
enced unconsciously some of his observations. As far as
possible he has assumed the part of the disinterested
investigator and has followed facts whereever they have
led. .

He believes that the physical sciences have learned
to answer the question, "Why does this thing happen?" by
giving an accurate description of the happening, itself.
The same thing should be applied to the social sciences,
This method would replace causal analysis with analytical

description. Therefore, he has concentrated his attention
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upon the four rather intensive surveys.
Results

There is approximately one churcn for every 246 in-
habitants of the city, while for the United States as a
whole there is a church for every 344 inhabitants over 13
years of age. However, there are two factors which nust
be taken into consideration, namely, the people from the
surrounding country, and the number of the inhavitants
under 13 years of age. It seems as if these two factors
wouid tend to balance each other and that the answer to
the guestion concerning the church condition in Loveland
as compared with the United States in general is that
Loveland is over churched for its population when using
the general index as a criteria.

One may well wish to know if there is any correlation,
and how much, between the large number of churches and the
high nercentage of church membershio. From the obsexrvation
of this study and a year's residence it seems as if the
large number of churches furnishes: rather rigorous compe-
tition and that perhaps this ﬁay ve a large factor in the
large number of church members,

The church boards in cooperation with their ministers
estinated the combined valuation of 19 churches (edifices)
to be $202,550 besides the 15 parsonages which were valued

from $2,000 up to $4,000. This estimate on the church

[]
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edifices when divided by the total church membership for
the city is equivalent to $54.839 per individual. This
obligation has been taken over by this community of its
own free will. 1In addition to this ovligation the local
churches report annual expenditures for salaries paid td
ministers, up keen of churcn plants, paywent on debis, con-
tributions For benevolences, home missions, foreign missiong,
and all other purposes. It seemns significant that thne
average congregation gave $123.82 more to foreign missions
each year than to home missions.

The effect of the denression on the church progress
was very noticeable. Every church had been compelled to
reduce its budget in one way or another, and one church
temporarily disbanded. Horeover, many contributors to the
church were not attending because of their inability to
pay.

The.ministers, in the main, are as well trained for
their work in comparison as in the United States as a
whole. Fifty-five per cent are bvothu college and seminary
graduates. Three are college graduates and the other six
from which information was received had attended a Bible
Institute.

The attitudes and beliefs of the Loveland ministers
are in great contrast to those »nublished by Professor G.
H. Betts in the Literary Digest for these men are very

conservative despite the fact that they are well educated
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men. Only a few take active part in the affairs of the
community outside the Ministerial Alliance.

Their SBunday school program seems quite efficient in
reacning the youth of the community but there is an evi-
dent lack of training and ability in leadership in the
church scnool. A more severe criticism would be the need
of coowneration and organization in the vacation schools,
With only one exception, two services of the week puzzled
the ministers and more especially in the summer time,
These were the mid-weel prayer service and the Sunday even-
ing meeting., The Sunday evening meeting problem for the
suamer time weas largely solved by unign services. '"Rock
of Ages", as in England, is the most populer church song

sung.
Conclusions

The church, as an institution, is a vrermanent factor
in the community. For in the words of many, "I would not
live in Loveland without the church." This attitude ex-
presses the trust, consolation, spiritusl desires and
social life which are derived from the church. Some of the
occasionel church attenders and even non church attenders
voiced their appreciation of the church,

In attempting to find the most efficient method and
program for the religious life of the village, the infer-

ence of this study indicates that there is too much redup-
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lication of church activity. The author would suggest thnat
many benefits would accrue from an amalgamation of those
overlapping denominations. FYor instance, the four Lutii-
eran churches could unite, the two Presbyterian, and also
those of a more evangelistic tendency. This would enavle
the community to have fewer and better churches,

The function of the church in the new community is
not to attend to the busy work of community betterment
but to maintein the spiritual vision and worship, to re-
new the spiritual and physical energy of men, women,

and children whose only decent mission in life is con-

tinually to be building a new community.
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